
 

As we begin November with the feasts of All Saints and All Souls, we are reminded 

that our vocation is to be saints and nothing less!  For the past year, as part of the 

Lansing Dioceseõs Year of Prayer, we have been praying each Sunday to be formed by 

the Holy Spirit as missionary disciples.  This prayer shows us the path.  May we 

continue to pray for the grace to draw closer to Jesus each day so as to shine his 

Light to the world and lead all to eternal life!  

 

Thank you to all who have embraced the ongoing Mission of Christ by contributing 

to the parish this year in terms of time, talent and treasure!  The spiritual care and 

formation of the parish, MSU community and elementary school is a daunting task, 

requiring many laborers in the vineyard.  And those laborers (and their families) 

deserve their wages too.  Please continue to give regularly...the bills need to be paid 

year-round whether we are home or away. 

 

Although we ended the 2018-19 fiscal year with a 5-figure deficit, the staff has worked together with the finance 

council to reduce expenses in the coming year, and I am encouraged by the many accomplishments of the past 

year: (1) The parish responded generously to the spring Diocesan Services Appeal, making over 98% of our 

goal.  (2) Two major Witness to Hope projectsñthe building of a new preschool addition as well as an on-

campus rectoryñwere completed this summer as well as several other initiatives.  [Thank you to 

our WtH  donors!  Please continue to fulfill your pledges as it benefits the parish greatly.]  (3) The community 

has been blessed with a number of gifted new staff members.  (4) And our many parish ministries, small groups 

and campus outreach initiatives continue to thrive and expand. 

 
I want to personally thank Keith Tharp, who has served the parish in many administrative capacities over the 

years, for taking our ministry in East Lansing to new levels!  Keith will be retiring in January, and Josh Ginepro 

will replace him as Director of Advancement.  Thank you, Keith, for your faithfulness!  

 

Through the intercession of St. Thomas Aquinas and St. John the Evangelist, may God guide and protect us 

always!  
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Par ish  Miss ion and   

V is ion Sta tement  
 

We are a Roman Catholic Parish in a 

university community, joining students of all 

ages, joining people from all walks of life 

and from all corners of the world, through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 

As a Eucharistic people, we nurture 

spiritual growth through worship, 

evangelization, stewardship, education, 

service, justice, outreach and hospitality. 

Easter Vigil 



Friday Adoration 

Easter Vigil 

School Mass 

WORSHIP 
Mass is offered 7 days a week 

at St. Thomas and St. John.  The 

Eucharist is Jesusõ gift of himself 

to us to be our strength.  At 
Christmas over 4,300 people 

came to celebrate Jesus coming 

to give himself to us. 

 

Confession is offered 6 days  

a week.  On the Tuesday of 

Holy Week,  more than  

25.5 hours of confessions were 

heard by our four clergy, plus 

three visiting priests!    

 

Adoration is offered 4 days a 

week.  The only way to have a 

relationship is to spend time 

with someone.  Stopping by 

adoration for 10 or 15 minutes 

can really strengthen your 

relationship with Jesus and His 

Father through the Holy Spirit. 

STATS 
124 Baptisms 
 
12 Adult baptism 
 
94 Confirmations 
 
45 Adults entered into the 
Church through RCIA 
 
84 children made their First 
Reconciliation and First 
Communion.   

 
246 children in Religious 
Education taught by 22 
parishioners and 10 MSU 
students 
 
352 Parish school students 
 
36 Parish school staff 
 
129 Lectors and Altar Servers   
 
133  Extraordinary Ministers of 
Holy Communion 

STEWARDSHIP 
There are over 70 ministries in 
our Parish.  Thank you to all 
who are involved and spreading 
the good news!   
 
Adult Faith Formation 
Committee 
 

College Campus Ministry 
 

East Lansing Catholic Network 
 

Grad Student & Young 
Professional Group 
 

Knights of Columbus 
 

Liturgical Ministry 
 

Matthew 25 Committee 

 
Music Ministry 
 

Religious Education Program 
 

Rosary Altar Society 
 

Senior Ministry 
 

St. Vincent de Paul  
   (St. John Food cupboard) 
 

St. Vincent de Paul  
   (St. Thomas Conference) 
 

Youth Ministry 
 

You can find out how to 
volunteer for these and 
more at elcatholics.org/
ministries . 



Father Gordon packs the house at Soup & Substance 

Holy Thursday Procession from  

St. John to St. Thomas 

High School Youth Mission Flint Retreat 

60+ Families receive food 
each week from the St. John 

food cupboard 

Special needs students at their final class 

Enkindle Spring Undergraduate  
Retreat focusing on prayer 


