Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
January 20, 2019
Mass Intentions
Monday, January 21st
7 A.M. – Howard Templin
Tuesday, January 22nd
7 A.M. – James Konvicka

Special Collection

Wednesday, January 23rd
7 A.M. – Frankie & Elizabeth Ressler

A special collection for the Church in Latin America
will be taken up at all Masses next weekend, January
26-27.

Thursday, January 24th
7 A.M. – Father G. K. Kuratko
Friday, January 25th
7 A.M. - Joe L. Pekar

Consoling the Heart of Jesus

Saturday, January 26th
5 P.M. – Sweet Home – Otto, Lydia, Toni Havel

Join us for a 10 week small –group retreat that delves
into the simplicity and grandeur of Consoling
spirituality. This retreat is based on the popular book
by Fr. Michael Gaitley, MIC, Consoling the Heart of
Jesus.

Small-Group Retreat

Sunday, January 27th
7 A.M. – Sweet Home –Louis E. Pustka
9 A.M. – Koerth – Rudy Chilek

Sanctuary Candle Intention
The Sanctuary Candle will burn this week for the safety
of all the men and women who serve in the married
couples.

This Sunday’s Holy Scriptures
Is 62:1-5; 1Cor 12:4-11; Jn 2:1-11

Gain new insights into how you can console Jesus;
learn the keys to the great sanctity of the saints and
blessed like Therese of Lisieux, Faustina Kowalska,
and Mother Teresa; and have all the tools you’ll need
to “Become a saint, a great saint, and quickly.”
The Small-Group Retreat is held Sunday evenings at
6:00 P.M. in Yoakum at the St. Joseph Family
Center. The program runs through Sunday, March
10th. For more information, contact Joan Macha at
361-293-1371 or Joyce Harper at 361-798-6325.

Your Gift to God: January 13th
Sweet Home
Building Fund
Cemetery Fund
DSA
Koerth
Building Fund
Cemetery Fund
DSA

$1,849
$75
$1,800
$20
$1,397
$1,055
$1,065
$48

Celebrate the Lord’s
Abundant Mercy
Each Saturday the Sacrament of Reconciliation
(Penance/Confession) is available from 4:00 P.M. to
4:40 P.M. in the Sweet Home confessional.

May God reward your generosity!

Candlelight March for LifeJanuary 24, 2019

K.J.Z.T. #12 Meeting
K.J.Z.T. #12, Sweet Home will hold its first
meeting of the year on Monday, January 28th at 2:00

Please join us if you, too, want to show your belief
in the Right to Life of the pre-born! The March for
Life will be held Thursday, January 24th. We will
gather at 6:30 P.M. and the march will begin at 7:00
P.M. at DeLeon Plaza. Please bring a flashlight. We
will recite a rosary and walk to Our Lady of Sorrows

This Sunday at Mass, the Gospel explains how Jesus
turns water into wine. But that’s just the beginning of
what Jesus does. Consider everything Jesus
transforms this Sunday.
First, Mary is transformed into a heavenly advocate.

John Michael Talbot in
Concert
“A Lifetime of Music and Ministry”
Grammy/Dove Award Winning
Christian Music Pioneer
Thursday, February 21, 2019
The Cathedral Center of Our Lady of
Victory
3102 N. Laurent St.
Victoria, TX 77901
Doors open at 6:00 p.m. Concert starts
at 7:00 p.m.
~ No Tickets Required ~
A “Love Offering” will be received at
the concert to support
the ministries of John Michael Talbot
and
the Brothers and Sisters of Charity.
For more information:
www.olvcathedral.org 361-575-4741
The Presentation of the Lord-February 2, 2019

According to Mosaic law, a new mother was
ritually “unclean” for forty days after giving birth.
She then entered the Temple with her child,
bringing an offer of either a lamb and a dove or
pigeon, or two doves or pigeons, to be cleansed
by prayers. The Feast of the Presentation
began in fourth-century Jerusalem and was
soon celebrated in Rome. In the Middle Ages,
the feast was called Candlemas and was
celebrated with a candle blessing and
procession.

Water and wine are just the start: Jesus
transforms everything
B y T o m Ho o p e s

If you were to marry a fabulously wealthy person,
you would expect your life to change. That's what
you've done.

When his mother says “They have no wine,” Jesus
answers, “Woman, how does your concern affect me?
My hour has not yet come.”
This sounded less harsh in its original culture than it
does to us, but its meaning is the same. Jesus is not
calling his mother by name, but calling her by a
category, “Woman,” much as Eve was called by God
after she ate the apple.
He knows that she is asking him to do a miracle, and to
start on the road to the cross, which will reverse what
Eve did long ago. He knows that this miracle will
change everything about his life: His identity will go
from private to public, from a messiah-in-waiting to the
messiah, from safely ignored to targeted by the
authorities.
But in asking him, Mary changes too. She becomes an
Advocate for those whose needs she sees — at Cana and
in your home. It is because “her constant intercession
continues to bring us the gifts of eternal salvation” that
the Second Vatican Council called her “Advocate” and
“Mediatrix.”
Despite Jesus’ apparent hesitation to do what she is
asking, Mary charges ahead. She turns to the servants
at the wedding and gives what St. John Paul II calls “the
great maternal counsel, which Mary addresses to the
Church of every age: ‘Do whatever he tells you.’”
The servants do exactly what Jesus asks them, filling
large stone jars with water and bringing them to him.
At some point as they do this, Jesus changes the water
into wine.
They therefore become models for lay Christians
everywhere.
We don’t transform the world. We don’t do
extraordinary things. We do ordinary work that looks
like drudgery, but by doing it for Jesus and by bringing
it to him, we play an integral part in his transformation
of the world — starting with our work.
Jesus could have chosen any location for his first public
miracle. That he chose a wedding is significant.
If Jesus is the divine Son of God, and he is, then his
very appearance at a wedding changes the event.
The God who became man in the family of a married
couple now begins his ministry at a wedding. He will
later call himself the “bridegroom.” St. Paul will later
stress how deeply the mystery of Jesus and the Church
is like a marriage in its very essence.
Marriage is central to salvation history from the first
book of the Bible to the very last. The Church sees Cana
as a sign that marriage is a sacrament through which

Jesus transforms the relationship of husband and wife.
But that’s not the only relationship he transforms.
The bridegroom in the story goes unnamed, perhaps
because the Gospel wants us to focus on Jesus, who
called himself our bridegroom.
You can see what this means in the first reading, a love
poem that strains ordinary language in its attempt to
describe how much God loves his people:
“You shall be called ‘My Delight,’ and your land
‘Espoused.’ For the LORD delights in you and makes
your land his spouse.”
We are all familiar with the concept that we should
“love all people.” But no one suggests we should love all
people like a groom loves a bride. Yet that’s how God
loves us.
“As a young man marries a virgin, your Builder shall
marry you,” says the First Reading, “and as a
bridegroom rejoices in his bride so shall your God
rejoice in you.”
If you were to marry a fabulously wealthy person, you
would expect your life to change. If you join a Church
married to one rich in spiritual wealth, most
importantly God, you would expect your life to change
also.
It does. The second reading from St. Paul explains.
When we enter the Church, “To each individual the
manifestation of the Spirit is given for some benefit,” he
says. Then he lists the gifts we might receive: healing,
mighty deeds, prophecy, discernment of spirits, and
tongues.
These will mean different things in different lives, but
you can see how it works in today’s Gospel.
We saw how Jesus transformed the servants who
carried jugs. Look how he transformed the steward.
“The headwaiter called the bridegroom and said to him,
‘Everyone serves good wine first, and then when people
have drunk freely, an inferior one; but you have kept
the good wine until now.’”
This man’s words are quoted by the greatest
theologians in history. In this utterance, he becomes a
prophet, whose words reveal how the New Covenant
follows the Old — simply by participating in Christ’s
act.
This is how Christ shares his power through his bride,
the Church every day.
If we stay close to him, we can see our lives with
Christ’s vision: A vision that transforms everything.

