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Sacrament of Reconciliation 
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Two-Minute Testimony: Deacon Mike Coney 

 Each of us 
has pivotal moments 
when the decisions we 
make and the events 
we experience shape 
who we are and what 
we believe. They are 
not random. I firmly 
believe the Lord is 
close at hand drawing 
us through human 
events closer to him.  
I’ll share a few which 
have shaped my own 
life. 
 In August 

1962, the day before my 17th birthday, I came home from a summer job 
and found my mother dead. At first I was filled with grief and anger at 
God. Then somehow I remembered something about a guy named Job.  
Our bible was decorative. No one really read it including me. In glancing 
through Job I discovered the scripture where Job says, “The Lord gives 
and the Lord takes away. Blessed be the name of the Lord. We take good 
things from the Lord so should we also not accept the bad?” That pas-
sage dissolved the anger I felt against the Lord. All through the wake and 
funeral I kept repeating that passage as a kind of prayer. Although the 
grief remained, the anger left. 
 Over the next several months that death also led me to consid-
er what really mattered in a person’s life. My mom’s jewelry was still in 
her drawer. Her birthday card to me remained unsigned in her purse. 
Then on my senior retreat I heard another scripture which became one 
of those decision points. It was St Matthew’s and St. Francis Xavier’s 
words from the Gospel, “What does it profit a man to gain the whole 
world but suffer the loss of his soul?” Sure money is necessary but it 
can’t be the primary goal of life. That’s not what life is all about. That 
passage led me to consider becoming a Jesuit. My experience of the 30- 
day retreat all Jesuits make and my 1-1/2 years in the novitiate have 
remained the foundation of my adult life, as has the axiom that love 
manifests itself in deeds and not just in words.   
 Linda and I were married in my first semester of law school. In 
the first months of our marriage two important events occurred which 
continue to impact our lives today. First, we wanted to share every as-
pect of our lives, but it occurred to us that there was one thing that we 

were not sharing and that was our spiritual lives.  I timidly asked if we 
could pray together each night so we could share that.  We very simply 
agreed to say an Our Father together and this prayer: “Lord, help us to 
conform to your will whatever it holds for us tomorrow.”  And as our 
family grew we added, “Give each of our children a personal relationship 
with you, a clear vision of your vocation and call to them, and for those 
who marry, lifelong and loving spouses.”  All seven of our children have 

chosen wonderful professions and vocations. Each is married to the same 
wonderful spouse. Just recently our 29th and 30th grandchildren were 
born. 
  The second important decision during the first months of our 
marriage arose through those tiny annoyances which, though small, can 
impact relationships. Rather than getting caught up in them, I resolved 
to simply do one thing daily purely our of love and without saying any-
thing about it. So picking up a towel on the floor or a shoe or putting a 
single cut flower in a vase became a way to grow in love and unity. That 
practice continues to this day and the love grows.  
 Most of my legal career was spent as an attorney with Shell in 
New Orleans. But early in my career I was promoted and transferred to 
Shell’s main office in Houston. From a career perspective it was fantas-
tic. The salary increase and the potential for further management pro-
motions were a dream. There was one problem. By then we had 6 chil-
dren, one a baby. After jointly discerning what was best for our family 
and after securing another job, I resigned. Our discernment had told us 
that money and success were not as important as what was best for our 
family. Later Shell rehired me with the promotion and a promise to keep 
me in New Orleans.  
 Diaconate has spanned 36 years of our almost 49 years of mar-
riage. Our call (I firmly believe it is a call to both husband and wife) 
came through the Charismatic Renewal. Like many people and most 
guys, I saw very little to like in Charismatics. I dodged it until I was 
trapped into attending a Life in the Spirit Seminar. When prayed with for 
a greater outpouring of the Holy Spirit, nothing happened. Then later 
that night I began to speak in tongues. More importantly, I was filled 
with an insatiable appetite 
for reading scripture and 
spiritual books.  Making time 
for personal prayer became 
important. I sensed a call 
from the Lord to serve. Lin-
da surprised me by asking 
me if her sense that the 
Lord was calling me to be a 
deacon was correct.  We 
jointly discerned that I 
should apply and the appli-
cation was completed right 
before the application pro-
cess closed. We had two 
children when applying, two 
during formation, and three 
after ordination. Juggling 
life as husband, father, attorney and deacon has made me depend much 
on the Holy Spirit. My continual prayer is a short one: “Give me wisdom, 
knowledge, discernment and sound judgement.” Very often the Lord has 
made 5 or 6 hours of sleep feel like 8. Early on I made a deal with the 
Lord about preaching preparation, which, for the most part, remains 
true. At first preparing a homily took most of Saturday. That was unfair 
to my family, so I asked the Lord to help me get it done in about an 
hour. He has honored that request. 
 After ordination we felt a call to live life in a close knit Chris-
tian community, one like that described in the Acts of the Apostles, one 
that would help form our children into good Christians and strengthen 
our marriage and family. As a result, our family became members of an 
ecumenical lay covenant community called the People of Praise (POP). 
The glue which binds the members of the POP is a promise to share life 
together and to look out for each other in all things material and spiritu-
al. Men and women separately meet weekly in small faith groups. In this 
ecumenical community my faith has been nourished and my commitment 
to my friend Christ has grown deeper and stronger and has borne good 
fruit. 
 As I wrote this it dawned on me how generous our Lord has 
been. This scripture from Deuteronomy sums up how I feel. “Do you not 
know that the Lord your God has carried you as a Father carries his child 
all along your journey?” 

 
If you would like to share your testimony,  

please contact Joni Parent Maurer in the parish office.  
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 Parish News 

Catholic Relief Services Collection: March 11 
 
Next week, our parish will take up The Catholic Relief Services Collec-
tion (CRSC). Funds from this collection help provide food to the hungry 
and support to displaced refugees, and bring Christ’s love and mercy to 
all people here at home and abroad. Next week, please give generously 
to the CRSC, and help Jesus in disguise. Learn more about the collec-
tion at www.usccb.org/catholic-relief. 
 
CYO St. Patrick’s Day Parade Parking Fundraiser: 
March 11 
 
CYO is running its annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade Fundraiser, Sunday, 
March 11. The cost is $20 to park, but CYO is asking for generous dona-
tions to use the St. Catherine of Siena lot. Funding will go toward our 
weeklong summer service trip and our fun trip. If you will be unable to 
take advantage of this opportunity for a great parade parking spot, 
please consider offering financial support. Make your check out to St. 
Catherine, with CYO Fundraising on the Memo line and the outside of 
the envelope. Thank you in advance for your help!  
 
Women’s Club Day at the Races: March 15 
 
The SCS Women’s Club will have a Day at the Races on Thursday, 
March 15, at Fair Grounds Clubhouse, 1751 Gentilly Boulevard. Doors 
open at 11:30 am, lunch is at noon, and the races begin at 1 pm. $20 
per person includes the choice of red beans and rice with sausage, or 
rosemary chicken supreme, along with sides, beverage, tax, tip, and a 
racing program. All women of the parish are invited to take part. 
Please feel free to contact Terri Stuckey at 427-0342. 
 
Sago Palm Branches Needed for Arrangements 
 
The Rosary Altar Society is in need of fresh, green, umblemished Sago 
palm branches for floral decorations in church. Please contact Donna 
Hummel, 451-7456, or Tina D’Antoni, 453-3222, if you have some to 
donate. The Altar Society hopes to have a sufficient number of Sago 
palm branches by March 21. Due to the recent freezing temperatures, 
the parish has purchased Robellini palms to be blessed and distributed 
to parishioners on Palm Sunday.      
 
2018-19 Parish Calendar Requests  
 
All ministry heads should have received an email requesting your calen-
dar date requests for 2018-19. You are requested to get these in on or 
before April 3, 2018, to allow all to be entered on the parish calendar 
prior to our staff calendar planning meeting. All should be sent to 
dromagosa@stcatherineparish.com. If you have questions, please call 
Debbie at 267-9504. Thank you in advance for your prompt response! 
 
Online Signup for 2018 Vacation Bible School 

 
Registration for K4J Vacation Bible School, 
June 4-8, is now open! Aftercare will be 
available for gradesK-5 for an additional 
charge. Please feel free to contact Tram Ja-
cobs at vujacobs@cox.net or 400-8726 if you 
have any questions. 
 
Register online at: https://stcatherineparish
-com.sites.ecatholic/com/k4j-vacation-bible
-school-1.  

 

Prayerful and Welcoming Environment 
 
For the past few months, the ushers have been roping off the last sev-
eral pews in the two center sections of the church, the most recent 
among several changes enacted to foster a more welcoming and prayer-
ful environment. This enables anyone who arrives after Mass has begun 
to enter a pew toward the rear of the church rather than having to 
proceed to the front and possibly distract other worshippers. Kindly do 
not move the ropes or sit in the roped off areas, as these pews are not 
reserved. The ushers will decrease the amount of roped off area as 
appropriate. 
 
Register Now for Golden Anniversary Celebration 
 
The Archdiocesan Golden Wedding Anniversary celebration will take 
place on Sunday, June 10, 3 pm, at St. Philip Neri Church in Metairie. 
Please call Debbie in the parish office, 267-9504, on or before 
March 2, to register or for additional information. This celebration 
will NOT be a Mass, but a prayer service.  
 
Church in Eastern & Central Europe: Thank You! 
 
Thank you for your generous contributions last week to the Collection 
for the Church in Central and Eastern Europe! As a parish, we collected 
$4,359 to help restore the Church and build the future in over 25 coun-
tries. If you missed the collection, it’s not too late to give. Visit  
www.usccb.org/nationalcollections; click on the “How to Give” link. 
 
Men of St. Joseph 
 
The St. Catherine of Siena chapter of an organization dedicated to 
invigorating the spiritual lives of Catholic men and, by their positive 
influence, the spiritual lives of their families, friends, and coworkers,  
meets on Wednesday mornings, 6:30-7:30 am, in the Melancon Cen-
ter. The Men of St. Joseph gather to pray and to encourage one another 
to be the spiritual leaders of their families. For more information con-
tact Harry Hardin at harry.hardin@hancockwhitney.com or 756-0822, or 
Don Engler, 908-2392 or englerdon@hotmail.com.  
 
Electronic Giving Options 
 
Two options are available for those desiring the convenience of elec-
tronic giving: monthly credit card charge and monthly bank draft. Go to 
stcatherineparish.com and click on “Resources,” then “Online Docu-
ments” (under “Downloads”), and then “Electronic Giving Sign-Up 
Form.” Please return your completed form in the weekend collection or 
mail it to the parish office, 105 Bonnabel Blvd., Metairie, LA 70005.  
 
Resources for Those Struggling with Pornography 
 
The Louisiana Conference of Catholic Bishops Family Life Committee 
has compiled resources for those affected by pornography. Visit 
www.stcatherineparish.com/pornographyhelp for information about 
some of the lesser-known dynamics and recent developments.   

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ: 
 
I pray that your Lenten journey has been a time of draw-
ing closer to Christ and responding to his invitation to 
conversion. 
 
As we identify an area of our life that needs change, we can be as-
sured of God’s help for us to face our weakness and experience a 
change of heart. Lent should include standing before our merciful God 
and asking his forgiveness in the Sacrament of Reconciliation, better 
known as Confession. 
 
Please be reminded that a priest will be available in every church in 
the Archdiocese of New Orleans for the next 3 Wednesdays (March 7, 
March 14, March 21) from 5:00 pm-6:30 pm. The heart of Jesus is 
open and eager to forgive. 
 
Let us remember one another in prayer as we continue this journey 
through Lent to the new life of Easter. 
 
Wishing you God’s blessings, I am 
 
Sincerely in Christ, 
 
Most Reverend Gregory M. Aymond 
Archbishop of New Orleans  

 

Formed.org Parish Code: YJRRTG 
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Parish Contacts  
 

Parish Staff  
 
Rev. Ronald Calkins, Pastor    
        rcalkins@stcatherineparish.com, ext. 1501 
 
Rev. Timothy Hedrick, Parochial Vicar 
        thedrick@stcatherineparish.com, ext. 1502 
 
Deacon Mike Coney  
        deaconmike@stcatherineparish.com, ext. 1521 
 
Deacon Paul Hauck 
       deaconpaul@stcatherineparish.com, ext. 1522 
 
Deacon Don Richard, ext. 1523 
        deacondon@stcatherineparish.com 
  
Denise Allain, Financial Manager 
        dallain@stcatherineparish.com, ext. 1503 
 
Michelle Alley, Director of Religious Education 
       malley@stcatherineparish.com, ext. 1506 
 
Charmaine Barberito, Financial Assistant 
        cbarb@stcatherineparish.com, ext. 1515 
 
Mary Bielski, Director of Youth Ministry 
        mary.bielski@gmail.com, ext. 1510 
 
Stephanie Dureau, Director of Music Ministry 
       sdureau@bellsouth.net 
 
Mary Johnson, Receptionist / Bulletin Editor 
      info@stcatherineparish.com, ext. 1500 
 
Kimberlie Kilroy, Principal 
        kkilroy@scsgators.org, 831-1166 
 
Joni Parent Maurer, Director of Evangelization 
        joni@stcatherineparish.com, ext. 1509 
 
Kim Piraro, Rectory & Church Office Coordinator 
       Ext. 1512 
  
Miranda Powell, Office Assistant 
       miranda@stcatherineparish.com, ext. 1509 
 
Debbie Romagosa, Administrative Assistant 
       dromagosa@stcatherineparish.com, ext. 1504 
 

Sacramental Preparation 
 
Baptism — Baptisms take place after 11 am Mass each 
weekend. Contact the parish office to sign up for a date 
and begin the preparation process.  
 
Confirmation — Confirmation is celebrated for 11th and 
12th graders in January. Classes begin in August.  
 
Marriage — Please contact a priest at least 8 months 
before the wedding and before making arrangements.  
 
Anointing of the Sick — Upon request for the seriously 
ill, infirm, and those undergoing major surgery. Please 
contact the parish office when someone is home bound 
or hospitalized and in need of the sacrament. 
 
Funerals — Please contact a priest before making ar-
rangements with the funeral home. 
 

Joining our Parish 
 
Welcome to St. Catherine of Siena Parish! Anyone inter-
ested in joining the parish, please fill out a gold regis-
tration form located in the gathering area of the church 
and return it to the parish office.  
 

Bulletin Deadline 
 
Bulletin notices must be received in the parish office at 
least 7 days before the date of the bulletin for which 
the notice is intended, to be considered for publication.   

Parish Ministry Contacts   
Adoration Chapel Mary Jeandron 887-3063 maryms777@aol.com 
Altar Servers Kerry Dominique 481-7691 SJEPKC@gmail.com 
Baptisms Marion Eigenbrod 267-9505 baptism@stcatherineparish.com 
Bible Study Carol Rooney 460-0318 carolbrooney@aol.com 
Boy Scouts Bryan Roser 722-7372 bryanroser@cox.net 
Childcare / Nursery Madylin Schneller 258-1949 mschneller@scsgators.org 

Children’s Liturgy Lucy Karam 318-542-5874 lkaram@iberiabank.com 
Confirmation (Teen) Michelle Alley 835-9343 malley@stcatherineparish.com 
Confirmation (Adult) Jennifer Collins 

Joni Parent 610-2728 
494-3418 jenniferbabincollins@gmail.com 

joni@stcatherineparish.com 
Cub Scouts Gerard Boineau 

Yvette Lionnet 228-3632 
309-0471 gboineau@windsorcourthotel.com 

ylionnet77@gmail.com 
CYO Mary Bielski 835-9343 Mary.bielski@gmail.com 

Eucharistic Ministers Norman Romagosa 301-7149 njromagosa@hotmail.com 
Fair  Nicole Surcouf 273-9093 scsfair@gmail.com 
FAMILIA Lori Lundgren 723-5170 pslundgren@cox.net 
Family Life Paul & Lil Hauck 834-2728 phauck14@yahoo.com 

Feeding the Homeless Barbara Renaudin 833-1945  barbararenaudin@yahoo.com 

Fellowship Sunday Pat Higginbotham 835-8419 webhigg@cox.net 

Finance Council Don Wheat 621-6731 dwheatcpa@gmail.com 

Girl Scouts Helen Fish 220-4744 helenfish@cox.net 
Home Bound Visitation Beth Gambel 427-5669 bethgambel@aol.com 
Knights of Columbus David Lynch 250-1185 davidlynchkc@cox.net 
K4J VBS  

Tram Jacobs                     
 
400-8726  

vujacobs@cox.net 
Lectors Randi Robarts 905-6343 randirobarts@yahoo.com 
Legion of Mary Ken Krey 289-2465       kkrey345@cox.net 
Liturgy Committee Patricia Fitzpatrick 430-1136 pfitzpatrickrd@att.net 

Lord, Teach Me To Pray Karen Babbitt 837-1049 karenrbabbitt@gmail.com 

Marriage Preparation Anand & Maya 
Irimpen 834-9269 airimpe@tulane.edu 

Meals on Wheels Missie Warwick 909-0691 Mwarwick1@aol.com 

Men’s Club Rett Pourciau 914-3319  rettpourciau@gmail.com 
Music Ministry Stephanie Dureau 835-9343 sdureau@bellsouth.net 

Parish School of Religion Michelle Alley 835-9343 malley@stcatherineparish.com 
Pastoral Council Les Nettleton 831-4890 lesn@bellsouth.net 
Prayer Line Carl Hellmers 

Yvonne Hellmers 833-1197 chellmers@yahoo.com 
Radio Rosary Mickey LaCombe 432-8275 mllacombe@cox.net 
RCIA Kurt Garcia 957-7100 kurtgarciaRCIA@gmail.com 
Respect Life Committee Stephanie Hellmers 495-6964 Hellm3@aol.com 
Rosary Altar Society Donna Hummel 451-7456 donna.hummel@cox.net 
School  Kimberlie Kilroy 831-1166 kkilroy@scsgators.org 

School Co-op Charlene Sutherlin 
Jennifer Duran 985-789-9134 

646-358-7706 
charlenel@weisersecurity.com 
jennduran93@gmail.com 

St. Vincent de Paul Karen Haydel 267-9507 svdp@stcatherineparish.com 
Ushers Georges Legrand 583-9425 glegrand@mblb.com 
Vocation Committee  Leslie Baudry 

Rich Baudry  442-7013 
931-0271 leslie@baudrytherapy.com 

rich@baudrytherapy.com 
Venturing Bryan Roser 722-7372 bryanroser@cox.net 
Wedding Coordinator Jeanie Favret 583-3438 favretc0@aol.com 
Women’s Club Stephanie Hellmers 495-6964 Hellm3@aol.com 

Youthful Elders Brenda Smith 838-6834 nanniebcs@gmail.com 
Young Catholic  
Professionals Alan Elmer 259-0204 alanelmer1@gmail.com 

Men of St. Joseph Harry Hardin 
Don Engler 

756-0822 
908-2392 

harry.hardin@hancockwhitney.com 
englerdon@hotmail.com 


