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Two-munute Tesfumony
by a mewmper of the SCS community

| had an abortion and it nearly wrecked me. In the days and weeks that
followed, | had never felt more alone or hopeless. | did something |
could never take back, and | could not stop thinking about who my child
could have become. How could | have made this decision? How could |
have marched for life in DC at 18, and in my 30s, chosen to terminate
my pregnancy for fear of my family’s abandonment and fear of the
father leaving me to raise our child alone?

| had never felt so broken. Some days, | could barely get out of bed. |
didn’t think | would ever be okay. | felt like | was shattered into a
million pieces. | did everything | could to stay away from the Church and
abandon my faith. | stopped going to Mass, and | could barely even

pray. Since | did something so
awful, surely God didn’t want me
around, | thought. Quite opposite
though, God was begging me to
come back to Him, but | resisted i
because | absolutely didn’t feel like [
| belonged.

After a few months of living in
self-pity and dwelling on my
choices, | went to confession. The
priest provided me forgiveness for
my sin and encouraged me to come
back to the Church. Though it felt
uneasy, | slowly started attending
Mass, but | was never fully present
because | still felt so unworthy. |
was missing something. Then |

started to think: What is it that L

you’re missing? What can you do to
get yourself out of this rut? If you
eel so alone and like you don’t belong maybe you need to get involved
in the St. Catherine of Siena community and actually belong to a group.
Everyone here seems so happy and nice; surely you can find your place
here, | thought. But what am | going to do?

One day at Mass, Fr. Tim mentioned Alpha. That sparked my interests,
so | went online to look into it. The line that most caught my attention
was, “Alpha is designed to meet eve?/one where they are and invite
them to grow even closer to Jesus.” So | thought to myself, wow, they
have no idea where | am in my journey, but if they’re willin% to meet
me that low, | am in! And if | can grow closer to Jesus, | really need this

GOD'S MERCY IS BIGGER THAN ANY

MISTAKE THAT YOU'

in my life. | felt so far away from Jesus. | couldn’t imagine being able to
grow close to Him again. But goodness am | glad that | signed up! It was
a life-chanﬁing experience. | met some amazing people, and | finally
accepted that Jesus loves me no matter what, and nothing | can do will
ever cause Him to push me away. He only pulls me into His embrace
with love, grace, and mercy. God’s ﬁrace and mercy for me? Someone
who did something so against His will? YES! How cool is that? He was at
my door knocking, even in my darkest days, to let Him in, but | wasn’t
answering. When | finally chose to answer the door and let Him in, my
life changed. | am so thankful that | opened up and took that leap of
faith. My relationship with God and Jesus have never been so strong,
and | encourage anyone looking for more, to consider Alpha!! Everyone’s
journey is different, but Alpha

'Y absolutely meets you where you are.

Alpha has helped me realize that
while my abortion is a part of my
story, it doesn’t define me. | am
2 forgiven. My experience does allow

me to share with other women the
effects and pain that no one tells
you about. They just tell you that
%ou’re solving a problem and you’ll

e happy when it’s over. No one
told me it was going to be dark,
lonely, or scary. The only person |
had through it all was God. So while
my abortion almost broke me, God
wrapped me so tight and never let
me go. He led me to get involved in
the St. Catherine community, and
most important, He encouraged me
to join Alpha.

VE MADE.

-
-
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Anyone who is struggling with their faith, please know that God is there
knocking. He is patiently waiting for you to open up and let Him in. He
wants to change your life in ways you cannot even imagine. While the
abortion will always be a part of my journeil, God has shown me His
mercy b{ forgiving me and forgetting what | have done. There is no
greater love than the love God has for His children. Answer His knock;
you won'’t regret it!

If you would like to share your testimony
please contact Joni in the church office

“What the world s in particular need of today s Hhe credible

witness of people...capable of opening the hearts and minds of moany
to the desire for God and for true life.”

— Porta Fuded 15
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YCP Networking Happy Hour: February 27

Young Catholic Professionals (YCP) New Orleans will host a Networking
Hapi)y Hour, Thursday, February 27, 6:30 pm, at Pyre Provisions,
70437 LA-21, Suite 100, Covington. All young professionals in their 20s
and 30s are invited to this FREE event!

Sacred Communications for Married and Engaged
Couples: February 29

Married couples seeking to improve their communications in respect,
collaboration, openness, and honesty may wish to attend “Sacred
Communications for Married and Engaged Couples, Saturday, February
29, 2-4:30 pm, at St. Peter’s LaCour Center, 1550 Hwy. 44, Reserve.
Presenters Deacon Richard and Diane Abbondante explore the
communication skills they have learned through their 40 E/ears of
marriage. Clips from Augustine Institute Beloved series also will be
shown. The cost is $35 per couple (adjustments can be made). Register
at nolacatholic.org/asc or call 861-3254.

God’s Special Children Mass: March 1

All are invited to attend a Very Special Mass for persons with special
needs and their families and friends, on Sunday, March 1, 2 pm, at St.
Francis Xavier Church, 444 Metairie Road, in Metairie. Refreshments will
be served immediately after Mass. St. Francis Xavier is totally
wheelchair accessible and has off-street parking. Call Joy Zainey at
834-5865 or visit godsspecialchildren.org for information.

St. Angela Merici Lenten Mission: March 1-2

“The Crucifixion and its Significance” is the theme for this year’s Lenten
Mission at St. Angela Merici Church, 901 Beverly Garden Drive, Metairie,
Sunday and Monday, March 1 and 2, at 7 pm. Fr. Patrick Carr,
parochial vicar at St. Peter Catholic Church in Covington, will preach the
8m11555i822§0r more information, contact the St. Angela church office,

Discerning God’s Presence at all Times: March 2

Learn to use St. Ignatius of Loyola’s time-honored rules of discernment
to make both life-changing decisions and the ordinary, everyday small
decisions of daily life during a series of Monday evening sessions at the
Archdiocesan Spirituality Center (ASC), 2501 Maine Avenue, Metairie.
ASC executive director, Sr. Dorot %/ Trosclair, OP, will present the
series, which will meet on March 2, 9, 16, 23, and 30, from 7-9 pm.
The cost is $50 (adjustments can be made). To register for “Discernin
God’s Presence in verY Moment of the Day; The Search for God’s Will,
The Search for Spiritual Freedom,” visit nolacatholic.org/asc, email
archspirctr@arch-no.org, or call 861-3254.

St. Edward the Confessor Mission: March 2-4

Fr. SidneK Speaks will preach on the theme, “Recover to Rise” at the St.
Edward the Confessor parish mission, Monday-Wednesday, March 2-4,
at 7 pm at St. Edward, 4921 West Metairie Avenue, Metairie. Fr. Speaks
will hear confessions on Tuesday from 5-6 pm and after Tuesday’s
mission talk. Contact the church office, 888-0703, for information.

Fr. Nile Gross on the Eucharist: March 2-4

“The Eucharist: A Myste(rjy to be Lived,” presented by Fr. Nile Gross, is
the topic for the Our Lady of Divine Providence (OLDP) Lenten mission,
Monday-Wednesday, March 2-4, 7 pm, at OLDP, 1000 North Starrett
Road, Metairie. Fr. Nile serves as director of liturgy and professor of
liturgical and sacramental theology at Notre Dame Seminary. He also is
director of the Archdiocese of New Orleans Office of Worship. For more
information about the mission contact OLDP at 466-4511.

Walking with Jesus—Lent 2020: March 4-6

Fr. Lee Poche will present “Walking with Jesus—Lent 2020,” a weekend
retreat for women, Wednesday-Friday, March 4-6, at the Archdiocese
of New Orleans Retreat Center, 5500 St. Mary Street, Metairie. Visit
neworleansretreats.org or call 267-9604 for more information.

Hanging onto Hope Book Study: March 9

Jeanne Burmaster and Janet Trahan, associate directors of the
Archdiocesan S{Jirituality Center (ASC), will facilitate a Monday morning
study of Sr. Melannie Svoboda, SND’s Hanging onto Hope, at the ASC,
2501 Maine Avenue, Metairie. The group will meet on March 9, 16, 23,
and 30, 10 am-noon. For more information or to register, visit
nolacatholic.org/asc, email archspirctr@arch-no-org, or call 861-3254.
The cost is $40 (adjustments can be made).

The Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius:
March 13-15

Fr. Jacob DuMont, LC, will present a Thursday-Saturday

women’s retreat on the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius, March 13-15,
at the Archdiocese of New Orleans Retreat Center, 5500 St. Mary Street,
M?tairie. Visit neworleansretreats.org or call 267-9604 for more
information.

Converging Roads Health Care Ethics Conference—
Dignity & Disability in Medicine: March 14

The St. John Paul Il Foundation, in collaboration with the Archdiocese of
New Orleans and Notre Dame Seminary, presents the second annual
Converging Roads health care ethics conference, Saturday, March 14,
8:30 am-6:15 pm, at Notre Dame Seminary, 2901 South Carrollton
Avenue, New Orleans. The conference theme is Dignity & Disability in
Medicine, and continuing education credits for healthcare professionals
will be offered. To register or for more information, visit
convergingroads.com or email sara@forlifeandfamily.org.

Annulment Writing Workshop: March 17

The Archdiocese of New Orleans will offer a workshop for persons
seeking an annulment in the Catholic Church and for persons responding
to annulment proceedings. The workshop will be held on five
consecutive Tuesdays, March 17-April 14, 7:30-9 pm, in Providence
Hall at Our Lady of Divine Providence, 1000 North Starrett Road,
Metairie. The materials for the series cost $25. To reﬁister please visit
nolacatholicfla.regfox.com/annulment-writing-workshop. For more
information, please call Cathy at 861-6243.

LTMTP Weekend of Prayer: March 19-22

This year’s Lord, Teach Me To Pray (LTMTP) Weekend of Prayer is
scheduled for Thursday-Sunday, March 19-22, at the Airport Hilton
Hotel, 901 Airline Drive, Kenner. The weekend begins Thursday evening
with 7 pm opening Mass celebrated by Bishop Fernand Cheri, Auxiliary
Bishop of the Archdiocese of New Orleans, who also will preach. A
reception will follow. Mass will be celebrated each day. Confessions,
adoration, and holy hours also are part of the Weekend of Prayer.

Talk on Local History of the Ursulines: March 27

Emilie Gagnet Leumas, PhD, CA, CRM, will present “Women on the
Move: The Ursulines in New Orleans,” Friday, March 27, 6:30-8:30 pm,
at the home of 1937 Ursuline alumna Mary Ann Glorioso Valentino,

4 Audubon Place, New Orleans. Visit shrineolps@gmail.com or call
473-6750 for more information.

CCRNO 2020 Healing Conference: March 27-29

“Thy Kingdom Come” is the theme for the Catholic Charismatic
Conference, Friday-Sunday, March 27-29, at the Copeland Tower Suites
and Conference Center, 2601 Severn Avenue, Metairie. To register and
for more information about the schedule and hotel accommodations,
visit www.ccrno.org or call the Catholic Charismatic Conference of New
Orleans (CCRNO) office at 828-1368.

Sacramental Preparation

Baptism — Baptisms take place after 11 am Mass each weekend.
Contact Marion Eigenbrod, baptism@scschurch.com, to begin the
preparation process. Information about baptism is Eosted at
scschurch.com/baptism, as is a PDF of the baptism paperwork.

Confirmation (Teen) — Confirmation will be celebrated for 11th and
12th graders in February. Classes begin in September. For more
information, please contact Paula Atchley, paula@scschurch.com.

Confirmation éAdult) — Adult Confirmation is celebrated each year on
Pentecost Sunday with the Archbishop. Classes take place in the Spring.
For more information, please contact Joni Maurer,
joni@scschurch.com.

Marriage — Please contact a priest at least eight months before the
wedding and before making arrangements.

Anointing of the Sick — Upon request for the seriously ill, infirm, and
those undergoing major surgery. Please contact the parish office when
someone is homebound or hospitalized and in need of the sacrament.

Funerals — Please contact a priest before making arrangements with
the funeral home.
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Parish Staff

Rev. Timothy Hedrick, J.C.L., Pastor
frtim@scschurch.com, ext. 1501

Rev. Andrew Gutierrez, Parochial Vicar
frandrew@scschurch.com, ext. 1502

Deacon Mike Coney
dcnmike@scschurch.com, ext. 1521

Deacon Paul Hauck
dcnpaul@scschurch.com, ext. 1522

Deacon Don Richard, ext. 1523
dcndon@scschurch.com

Denise Allain, Financial Manager
denise@scschurch.com, ext. 1503

Keys Arnold, Facilities Director
facilities@scschurch.com

Charmaine Barberito, Financial Assistant
cbarb@scschurch.com, ext. 1515

Mary Bielski, Director of Youth Ministry
mary@scschurch.com, ext. 1510

Marion Eigenbrod, Baptism Coordinator
baptism@scschurch.com, 267-9505

Lorraine Hess, Director of Music Ministry
music@scschurch.com

Jeanie Favret, Wedding Coordinator
favretcO@aol.com, 583-3438

Mary Johnson, Receptionist / Bulletin Editor
info@scschurch.com, ext. 1500

Kimberlie Kilroy, Principal
kkilroy@scsgators.org, 831-1166

Joni Parent Maurer, Director of Evangelization
joni@scschurch.com, ext. 1509

Raymond Nash, Custodian

Kim Piraro, Rectory & Church Office Coordinator

kim@scschurch.com, ext. 1512

Miranda Powell, Office Assistant
miranda@scschurch.com, ext. 1509

Debbie Romagosa, Administrative Assistant
debbie@scschurch.com, ext. 1504

Joining our Parish

Welcome to St. Catherine of Siena Parish!
Anyone interested in Joim‘ng the parish,
lease fill out a gold registration form
ocated in the gathering area of the Church
and return it to the parish office.

Re%ister online by visitin% scschurch.com/
welcome, completing the form found under
“l Want to Join,” and emailing it to Debbie
at debbie@scschurch.com.

Bulletin Deadline

To be considered for publication, bulletin
notices must be received in the parish office,
via email to info@scschurch.com, by Friday
at noon, nine days before the Sunday for
which the notice is intended.

Parish Ministry Contacts

ESTABLISHED
1921

Altar Servers Kerry Dominique 481-7691 SJEPKC@gmail.com
i Eucharistic Ministers Norman Romagosa 301-7149 njromagosa@hotmail.com
2 Lectors Randi Robarts 905-6343 randirobarts@yahoo.com
% Music Ministry Lorraine Hess 722-4443 music@scschurch.com
_6'- Rosary Altar Society Donna Hummel 451-7456 donna.hummel@cox.net
Ushers Georges Legrand 583-9425 glegrand@mblb.com
Adoration Chapel Mary Jeandron 887-3063 maryms777@aol.com
Alpha Pam Truxillo 281-755-6667 alpha@scschurch.com
Bible Study Carol Rooney 460-0318 carolbrooney@aol.com
Becoming Catholic: RCIA Kurt Garcia 957-7100 kurtgarciaRCIA@gmail.com
€ Confirmation (Teen) 835-9343
(@] : ; Jennifer Collins 610-2728 jenniferbabincollins@gmail.com
i Confirmation (Adult) Joni Parent Maurer 494-3418 joni@scschurch.com
w FAMILIA Lori Lundgren 723-5170 pslundgren@cox.net
O Legion of Mary Ken Krey 289-2465 kkrey345@cox.net
- o
2, Lord, Teach Me To Pray  Karen Babbitt 837-1049 karenrbabbitt@gmail.com
ctr Harry Hardin 756-0822 harry.hardin@hancockwhitney.com
¢ Men of St. Joseph Donnlgngler 908-2392 engr{ rdon@hotmail.com
.n—_l Parish School of Religion 835-9343
< Prayer Line Carl Hellmers 833-1197 chellmers@yahoo.com
Y Yvonne Hellmers Y :
Prayer Teams Dcn. Mike Coney 835-9343 dcnmike@scschurch.com
Radio Rosary Mickey Lacombe 432-8275 mllacombe@cox.net
Young Adult Ministry Fr. Andrew Gutierrez ~ 985-9343 frandrew@scschurch.com
Bereavement Ministry Becky Steppe 289-6636 rks45@outlook.com
Feeding the Homeless Barbara Renaudin 833-1945 barbararenaudin@yahoo.com
% Homebound Visitation Beth Gambel 427-5669 bethgambel@aol.com
2 Hotel Hope Janet Meyers 343-1315 jsmeyers1@yahoo.com
— o
8 Meals on Wheels Mary Sue Battle 583-0955 marysuebattle@gmail.com
Prison Ministry Mark Truxillo 510-4563 m.mark.truxillo@gmail.com
St. Vincent de Paul Karen Haydel 267-9507 svdp@scschurch.com
Childcare / Nursery Jazmin Gutierrez 835-9343 jgutierrez@arch-no.org
Family Life Paul & Lil Hauck 834-2728 phauck14@gmail.com
Fellowship Sunday Pat Higginbotham 835-8419 webhigg@cox.net
Grief Support Group Patricia Lawson 860-214-2681 paglawson@gmail.com
Knights of Columbus Richard Haffner 583-4349 rhaffnerkc@yahoo.com
;l Marriage Preparation Anand & Maya Irimpen  834-9269 airimpe@tulane.edu
3 Men’s Club Mike Cascio 463-4110 michael@fleurdeliseventrental.com
= Bobby Brulet 606-1702 bpbno@yahoo.com
'~<— Prime Time Judy Watts 828-4524 judywatts1@yahoo.com
; ; Michelle Guillot 451-0178 michelleguillot@cox.net
:'_.; Respect Life Committee ot Gyiiiot 451-2746 jeffguillot@cox.net
@M School Kimberlie Kilroy 831-1166 kkilroy@scsgators.org
School Co-o Karon Cooper 220-8262 kristensenk@bellsouth.net
P Antoinette Bearden 817-504-7802 antoinette@beardenonline.com
Violence Prevention Christi Sumich 909-2394 cksumich@yahoo.com
; : Leslie Baudry 442-7013 leslie@baudrytherapy.com
Vocation Committee Rich Baudry 931-0271 rich@baudrytherapy.com
Women'’s Club Kim Navarre 920-8463 womensclub@scschurch.com
Boy Scouts Bryan Roser 722-7372 bryanroser@cox.net
Children’s Liturgy 835-9343
Girard Boineau 228-3632 gboineau@windsorcourthotel.com
-o< Cub Scouts Yvette Lionnet 309-0471 ylionnet77@gmail.com
c CYo Mary Bielski 835-9343 mary@scschurch.com
":,-" Girl Scouts Helen Fish 220-4744 helenfish@cox.net
K4J VBS Tram Jacobs 400-8726 vujacobs@cox.net
Michelle Alley 382-8930 michellebuissonalley@gmail.com
Summer Camp Matt Orillion 831-2688 camp@scschurch.com
Acts 29 Joni Parent Maurer 835-9343 joni@scschurch.com
g_ Finance Council Charlie Giraud 343-2107 charles.a.giraud@outlook.com
5_ Liturgy Committee Patricia Fitzpatrick 430-1136 pfitzpatrickrd@att.net
8 Matthew 25 Sheryl Brown 400-4958 sadbrown111@gmail.com
,2 Pastoral Council Norman Romagosa 301-7149 njromagosa@hotmail.com

School Board

Peter Kernion

kernion@jesuitnola.org
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