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Second Sunday of Advent               December 4, 2016  

The Parishes of  
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MALLIA'S MOMENTS 
by Fr. Joe Mallia 
 

 Yes, I am in Malta and no I did not write this while I 

was sitting on the beach (not that I would be doing that 

anyway).  I am writing this before I leave actually and I 

just want to remind you that this week we will be 

celebrating the Feast of the Immaculate Conception.  Now, 

I am sure you know what that means, but just in case you 

do not, the celebration is about Mary and that fact that she 

was born without original sin.  In other words, because 

God who knows all things, had chosen Mary to be the 

mother of his son, freed here from the original sin that is 

part of the human condition.  But just because she was 

free from sin does not mean that she also did not need 

salvation; she did.  Further, she was also capable of sin, 

though she remained free from sin in her life.  
 

Now because the feast comes so close to Christmas, it is 

easily confused with the idea that it refers to Mary 

having conceived Jesus through a miracle.  That is called 

a Virginal birth.  In that regard, we also hold that Mary 

remained a virgin even after the birth of Jesus.  I know 

that there are passages in the Bible that refer to "brothers 

and sisters of the Lord", but there are two points to 

clarify.  One is that the word for siblings and cousins is 

the same in Hebrew and it is possible that Joseph was 

previously married and had children from his first 

spouse.  This is a  position often held by the Orthodox 

Church. 
 

 All that being said, the Feast of the Immaculate 

Conception on December 8th is a Holy Day of 

Obligation and you are expected to attend Mass that 

day.  There are three Masses at 6:30 a.m. and 8:00 a.m. 

at St. Augustine and at 7:00 p.m. at Holy Family.  Please 

make sure you do your best to get to Mass.  I will be 

praying for you in Malta, so please pray for me. I will be 

traveling home on the 9th. 
 

What am I doing in Malta anyway? 
 

 In my role as a canon, I participate in the liturgical 

celebrations at the parish in Cospicua.  The parish still 

has a novena of Masses leading up to the feast where 

there is a special morning mass at 5:45 a.m.  Confessions 

are heard before every mass.  A priest is asked to preach 

the whole of the novena and his talks create a parish 

mission.  At these morning masses an average of 400 

people attend the mass.  There are also the regular daily 

masses and then in the evening there is a special mass 

for various groups in the parish.  So, you see I am in 

church a lot.  The morning before the feast, with the 

closing of the novena a special mass is celebrated and in 

the evening there is an evening prayer service with all 

the canons.  The morning mass of the feast day there are 

a variety of masses celebrated by many priests, but the 
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Holy Family Parish 
 

79780 Main Street Memphis, MI 48041 
Website: http://www.holyfamily-online.org 
Email  - cwullaert@holyfamily-online.org 

 

Parish Office:  810-392-2056       Fax: 810-392-2043 
Office hours:  

Monday - Friday. 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
Closed for lunch 1 p.m. - 2 p.m. 

 

Director of Music Ministry- Joe Agosta 810-305-1385 
 joeyagosta@yahoo.com 
Bookkeeper/Parish Secretary - Barb Quigley Ext. 227 
Office Manager - Catherine Wullaert Ext. 237 
Faith Formation - Susan Finley Ext. 229 
sfinley@holyfamily-online.org 
Youth Ministry - Lisa Hunter Ext. 228 
SAHFyouthministry@icloud.com 
The Divine Mercy Missionary Center Ext. 246 

 

All Saints Knights of Columbus # 10501 
Grand Knight  Larry Pfeifer    éé....éé.810-543-1109 

 

Sunday Masses:   
Saturday -  4:30 p.m.             Holy Family Memphis 
Sunday 10:30 a.m. & 5:30 p.m. Holy Family Memphis 
 

Daily Masses:   
Tuesday - 7:00 p.m. & Friday - 8:00 a.m. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
 

Tuesday, 6:30 p.m., before 7:00 p.m. evening mass 
Saturday, 3:00 p.m. in the Church, or by appointment. 

 
 
 

St. Augustine School 
67901 Howard St., Richmond MI 48062 

Website:  http://www.staugustinecatholicschool.com  
 

School Office:  586-727-9365 
 

Principal - Tina Silvestri                                Ext. 131 
Secretary - Judy Rey                                    Ext. 130 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the parish 
office to schedule a baptism.
It is recommended that 
parents seeking Baptism for 
their child attend two 
baptismal preparation 
classes.

Sacrament of Marriage:  
 

In accordance with the guidelines of the Province of 
Michigan, engaged couples must contact the Parish 
Office six months prior to the desired date of marriage 
and complete required preparation.  

Sacrament of the Sick: 
 

Notify the Parish Office 
of any need for hospital 
or home visits.  

Bulletin Submissions Deadline:  12:00 p.m. on 
Friday for the following weekend; deadline 
changes near major holidays. Please submit 
electronically to  

staugustinerichmond@comcast.net or   
cwullaert@holyfamily-online.org.  

Announcement deadline: Thursday 5:00 p.m. 

Brennan McClelland
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Praying for Those Who  
Serve Our Country 

central mass is only con-celebrated by the canons and a 

special guest is asked to preach (usually about a 45 minute 

homily).  In the evening, there is evening prayer and if the 

weather permits, a procession with the statue of the 

Immaculate Conception through the streets.  It will be a 

very full trip with lots to do each day.  Please pray for the 

renewal of faith in the hearts of all those who attend these 

celebrations.  Thank you. 
 

Christmas masses: 
 

 Please plan ahead about which mass you will be going to 

this Christmas.  We have added a 6:00 p.m. mass at each 

parish, so I would encourage you to attend that mass if you 

always found the 4:00 p.m. mass a bit crowded.  There will 

also be mass at midnight at each parish and then of course 

the masses on Christmas day.  Please see the church paper 

or the card you received for the full details about the mass 

and confession schedule.  
 

Have a great week everyone and see you soon. 
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BEST Advent EVER 
We prepare for everything we consider important in life. 

 

And that includes Christmas.   
This year, slow down and 
focus on what matters most.  
Join Dynamic Catholic for 
our free email program Best 
Advent Ever:  Rediscover 
Christmas.  Youôll receive 
short inspirational videos, 
practical tips, and free 
Christmas music.  Your experience of Christmas will be 
unlike any youôve experienced before!   
 

Are you ready for your best Advent ever? 
Sign up at  

BestAdventEver.com 

CHILDREN'S LITURGY OF THE WORD 
Information and Training Meeting 

Sunday December 11, 2016, 12:00 noon  
St. Augustine Parish Hall 

 

Anyone from both parishes interested in learning 
more about this NEW ministry, plan on attending 
this important meeting.  Moms, Dads, seniors, 
high schoolers  are all invited.   ALL materials 
and training provided. 

Readings for the Week of December 4, 2016 
 

Sunday:  Is 11:1-10/Ps 72/Rom 15:4-9/Mt 3:1-12 

Monday:  Is 35:1-10/Ps 85/Lk 5:17-26 

Tuesday:  Is 40:1-11/Ps 96/Mt 18:12-14 

Wednesday: Is 40:25-31/Ps 103/Mt 11:28-30 

Thursday:  Gn 3:9-15, 20/Ps 98/Eph 1:3-6, 11-12/Lk 1:26-38 

Friday:  Is 48:17-19/Ps 1/Mt 11:16-19 

Saturday:  Sir 48:1-4, 9-11/Ps 80/Mt 

17:9a, 10-13 

Sunday:  Is 35:1-6a, 10/Ps 146/Jas 5:7-

10/Mt 11:2-11 
ÉLiturgical Publications Inc

Immaculate Conception  
of the Blessed Virgin Mary  

 

Thursday, December 8, 2016 
(Holy day of obligation) 

 

Masses at St. Augustine - 6:30 a.m. and 8:00 a.m. 
 

Evening Mass at Holy Family - 7:00 p.m. 

Retirement Fund for Religious 
Collection 12-11-2016 

Show your appreciation for the senior Catholic sisters, 
brothers, and religious order priests who made a positive 
difference in so many lives.  Please give generously to next 
weekôs collection for the retirement Fund for Religious. 


