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MALLIA'S MOMENTS 
by Fr. Joe Mallia 
 

 Happy Easter!  On behalf of the entire staff at Holy Family 
and St. Augustine Church and School, I want to wish you all a 
very happy and holy Easter Season.  Like at Christmas time, I 
want to remind you that this is such an important celebration, 
that the Church celebrates Easter as a season and not simply a 
day and I would hope that you would try to keep the celebration 
going as well over the next several weeks.  In other words, I 
expect you to come to mass every weekend. 
 

 Today we rejoice in the fact that Jesus rose from the dead 
and in doing so has forever destroyed the grip that sin and death 
had on us.  We now know that one day, we too will rise from 
the dead and if we have been faithful to the Lord, we shall reign 
with him forever in heaven.  It is a great time of rejoicing in 
knowing that death no longer has the final word in our lives and 
that because of Jesus we have been eternally redeemed.  We 
now are confident of our destiny; that one day we shall be with 
him and all the faithful in heaven.  We will be in a place where 
there will be no more tears or suffering, but only joy.  God has 
loved us so much that he has freed us from eternal punishment 
so that we could be with him in the kingdom that he has 
prepared for us from the foundation of the world.  But, there is 
an important point to all of this joy.  We must accept Jesus as 
our Lord and Savior.  We must live a life that is reflective of 

Easter Sunday of the Resurrection the Lord    April 16 , 2017 

The Parishes of  

Continued on Page 3 

that faith.  Heaven is an invitation; it is not a right.  I can't tell 
you how many times I have heard people say that they are sure 
they are going to hell and they seem not to be worried about 
it.  How sad.  Is it not troubling to think that we have more 
desire to do what we want here, to not pray, to not go to church, 
to not serve simply to "do what we want" even though we know 
that the final result will be an eternity away from God? 
 Look I don't think it is right to make a joke about people who 
only come to mass occasionally or only twice a year.  As a 
priest, it is deeply concerning that so many people stay away 
from the hearing of God's Word and the reception of the 
Eucharist.  People have many excuses why they stay away or 
why they have left the church, but we must understand that this 
is serious stuff.  We celebrate the fact that Jesus rose from the 
dead and then next week we say, ñthat was nice last week and 
God is really wonderful for doing all that for me, so this week I 
am going to sleep in or do yard work, or go out on the boat or 
whatever, but I'm not going to worship him.ò  I think it is 
important to look at why a person would choose to go to 
another church that does not respond to John 6, when they say 
they are a bible based church and filled with the Holy Spirit, but 
do not have the Eucharist.  St. Paul clearly tells us that every 
time the early church gathered, they gathered for the "breaking 
of the bread," not to listen to great music and a sermon from 
him.  As we read through the Acts of the Apostles, we will 
come to clearly see that the Catholic Church is doing exactly 
what the early believers did.  Yes, we are far from perfect 
people, but the foundational teachings of the Catholic Church 
are truly biblically based. 
 

 Too many people these days seem to diminish the truth of who 
God is and that he even is.  People think of themselves as 
"progressive" or "enlightened" because they do not believe in 
God.  We like to fancy ourselves as the masters of our own destiny, 
yet no person other than Jesus has risen from the dead.  No other 
religious tradition even claims that the leader of their religion rose 
from the dead; and that is because they didn't, but Jesus did.  Even 
the historians of that time record that the body of Jesus was not 
found and the tomb was empty.  They try to explain it away, but 
the truth is, he rose!  He is no longer dead, but alive.  He reigns 
because he lives!  That is the truth and not a story.  It is not made 
up and to deny it is to deny the truth. 
 

 The world in which we live has done one of two primary 
things with religion; the first is that they have denied God's 
existence or secondly, they have made it an extreme version of 
itself.  Both are wrong and dangerous and we are seeing the 
results of both.  In either form, these radical positions throw 
people into a disordered existence.  Both positions are self-
consumed theories which manipulate reality and twist the 
rational thought into a pretzel of confusion.  People are so 
confused that they leave the Catholic Church to join a 
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Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the parish 
office to schedule a baptism.
It is recommended that 
parents seeking Baptism for 
their child attend two 
baptismal preparation 
classes.

Sacrament of Marriage:  
 

In accordance with the guidelines of the Province of 
Michigan, engaged couples must contact the Parish 
Office six months prior to the desired date of marriage 
and complete required preparation.  

Sacrament of the Sick: 
 

Notify the Parish Office 
of any need for hospital 
or home visits.  

Bulletin Submissions Deadline:  12:00 p.m. on 
Friday for the following weekend; deadline changes 
near major holidays. Please submit electronically to  

staugustinerichmond@comcast.net or   
cwullaert@holyfamily-online.org.  

Announcement deadline: Thursday 5:00 p.m. 

Brennan McClelland
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"religion" that was created by a man who wrote science fiction 
and believes that at the end there will be a cosmic battle with 
space aliens and monsters.  The world is filled with danger, 
abuse, addiction, hatred, violence only to mention a few.  This is 
a world not created by God fearing people, but people who only 
seek to satisfy their ego. 
 

 We have gathered to rejoice that God so loved the world that 
he sent his only begotten Son to redeem us and to show us how to 
live.  True religion is not a bad thing and the faithful practice of 
the faith of Jesus is the only way to salvation in the next world 
and the reestablishment of peace in this world.  If we want to 
change the direction of the things around us or things in our lives, 
then the place to start is by placing our faith in Jesus, by getting 
our lives in order by using the Gospel as the foundation of our 
lives and by making our practice of the faith a priority.  Today 
can be that day to straighten out our marriages, to put our 
households in order and to stop our addictions to drugs and 
pornography.  This resurrection day, we can come out of our 
tombs of lies and deceit and from the depths of our own 
making.  This resurrection day can be a day of new life in Christ, 
to shed the bonds of hopelessness and despair.  Resurrection day 
is a promise of what can be in our lives if we are willing to come 
to the grave, see it empty and believe.  Jesus spoke to Mary and 
called her by name, Jesus is calling you today as well.  Do not 
hold on to the way things were in your life, but hold on to that 
which will bring you true fulfillment.  Rise up from the sense of 
fatalism and realize that in Christ we can turn our lives, that of 
our families and the world around us in a new direction.  No, 
things do not need to be the same because Jesus rose from the 
dead, the truth is that nothing will ever be the same for those who 
place their trust in him and in him alone.  May God be 
praised.  Jesus is Risen from the dead; he is truly risen. Alleluia! 
 

What do I need to do to come back to the Catholic Church? 
The hardest part is walking through the door.  I would encourage 
you to come see me if you have been away for a long time and 
you may want to go to confession, but really the first step is to 
just walk in to the building.  Don't make excuses about this part 
of it or don't let other people tell you things that are not 

true.  Here it is from me; just come back and I will help you 
figure out details (that is what they pay me the big bucks for). 
 

But... 
Stop right there.  No more "buts".  There is nothing you have 
done or are doing that can't be talked about and worked on.   
There is no judgement here, just the mercy and compassion of 
God for all those who seek it.  The only thing keeping you out 
at this point is you. 
 

Can it really be that easy?  You hear about... 
Yes, it is really that easy.  You may have heard lots of things, 
but more times then not they are not true.  Ask me about 
annulments, baptisms, weddings whatever.  I will do my best to 
work with you.  Don't be afraid of having your child baptized 
just because they are now five and you wanted to do this years 
ago.  Don't fear enrolling them in religious education or our 
school because they have not had any formal education in the 
past several years.  Don't hesitate to ask me about getting 
married here or what we can do since you got married in a non-
Catholic ceremony or by an Elvis impersonator on a 
cruise.  Your past is not the determining factor of your future, 
your next decision could be though.  So, make the right choice 
and come see me and come back to mass. 
 

We left the Church and went to another Christian Church, 
can we still come back? 
This may surprise you, but according to a policy instituted by 
Pope Benedict XVI, you can never actually leave the Catholic 
Church.  Simply put, once Catholic, always Catholic.  The 
issue is that you have not been an active member of the faith, 
but you really can't be a former catholic.  So, there goes 
another excuse not to come back. 
 

Are you seeing a trend here? 
I hope so!  I am all but hitting you over the head with it if you 
are missing it.  Come back pure and simple.  The door is open, 
our hearts are open, the Lord is open and you are welcome 
here.  Today, this Easter day is now your day of new life in 
Christ and his church. 
 

You see- it really can be a Happy Easter after all.  God bless. 

Pray for Those Who Serve Our Country Spaghetti Dinner/Auction 
Sunday May 7th 1-5pm, K of C Imlay City 
 

Pete Pytleski, husband, father of five, and the 
brother of Holy Family parishioner, Beth Klein 
(Bob), uncle of Theresa, Anna, Max, MaryBeth and 
Nathan: 
has been recently diagnosed with ALS/Lou Gehrigôs 
disease.  There is no cure for this fatal illness.  We 
are planning a fundraiser spaghetti dinner/auction 
on Sunday, May 7th at the K of C Hall in Imlay City 
to help Pete and his family.   
 

Please attend this homemade dinner from 1 to 5pm.  
Dinner cost...donation.  Auctions and 50/50ôs . Call 
Mark at 810-798-3437 or Beth 586-808-2112 for 
details or donations. 
 

 




