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MALLIA'S MOMENTS 

by Fr. Joe Mallia  

 

 We are to love the Lord our God and our neighbor as 

ourselves.  Seems rather simple and there really should 

not be too many questions, right?  Not even close.  The 

simple thought of just loving runs right up there with how 

everyone should just get along.  Tell that to people stuck 

in a traffic jam or if a flight is delayed.  I know my 

experience of those things is how everyone just holds 

hands and sings and passes around a Coke to make 

everyone smile!  Sorry, drifted off to Dreamville for a 

moment.  For all the talk about love these days, the truth 

of how hard it is seemingly is lost on most people.  There 

is nothing simple about love. 

 

 It is not even easy to love God with all our minds, heart 

and souls.  We know how it is very easy to miss praying 

or going to mass.  We turn our backs on the Biblical 

teachings when they become difficult to live out.  We 

reject church teaching for the same reason.  The truth is 

that love is not about convenience.  Love is about 

commitment, about covenant and about forever.  When 

people say that they "fell out of love" with someone, they 

are missing the essential nature of love.  You see, you 

can fall out of a tree, but understanding that love is an 

experience of the divine, then we can't stop loving unless 

God stops being.   

 

 The power of love is not found in the emotional 

expression but in the transformational nature of 

love.  When we really love with all of our being, be it God 

or another person, we will never be the same.  Too often 

we diminish love by making it about emotion or attach it 

to trivial occurrences.  Most people know that I get 

worked up when I hear people say how they "love" pizza 

or some other object.  Words have real meanings and 

bear a truth.  The constant misuse of a word diminishes 

its meaning and makes it devoid of its truth.  How can we 

compare pizza to a person or to God?   The question has 

to be do we really understand what love really means? 

 

 Our failure to understand the meaning of the word 

corresponds to our inability to actually live it out.  A 

word's meaning should not be subject to personal 

manipulation.  Today people will tell you that "it means 

this to me".  What?  The process has become that we 

define words by usage rather than by reflection on the 

truth, but that does not mean that the process is 

correct.  In fact the process is wrong.  Most people from 

foreign countries will tell you how hard it is to learn 

American English, not only because we have so many 

exceptions to the rules, but that we use so many slang 

words whose meanings can even vary based upon 

region of the country. 

 The Bible uses the word in a very specific way and with 

a very specific meaning.  It is a complete commitment to 

the other, a gift of self on behalf of another.  God so loved 

us that he sent his son to die for us.  God did not say the 

sin of Adam was a mistake and so we should not worry 

about it.  When we fail to grasp meaning, we fail to under-

stand truth.  I encourage you to pray what it means to love 

God with all your heart, mind and soul.  Notice I did not 

ask you to pray on what you think it means but on what it 

really means.  I further asked you to pray about 

it.  Without God, the ability to understand and live love is 

not possible.  May our prayer be that we grow in our 

understanding of what real love is.  God bless. 

 

Thank you 

 

 Fr. John and I would like to thank you all for your 

prayers, blessing and kind wishes during Priesthood 

Sunday last week.  We wish to further thank the Knights 

of Columbus in Memphis for the honor of naming us 

Knights of the Month.  I know we both very much 

appreciate your faithfulness, support and prayers for us in 

our attempt to minister to all of you.  Again, thank you. 

 

Unleash the Gospel 

 

 At all the masses this weekend we are hearing about 

the next phase of the movement to foster within all 

believers a spirit to be joyful missionary disciples.  Our 

baptism calls us to be bearers of the Word of God in our 

hearts and to display our love of God in our daily actions. 

Jesus asked us to bring the Good News to the world and 

to do that we must be people who pray, worship and 

serve.  These next six days of prayer are stepping stones 

to further foster a prayerful approach to our work and lives 

as a parish community.  I urge us to pray especially for all 

those who do not come to mass or have fallen completely 

away from their faith.   

 

 Let us pray during this Advent that when strangers 

come to mass this Christmas, they will encounter in us a 

spirit of joy and welcome.  Let us make it an intentional 

part of our prayer to specifically pray for our brothers and 

sisters who do not worship God regularly.  The work of 

Evangelization begins with prayer.  I am placing at the 

entrance to your hearts to hold dear, all those most in need 

of an experience of God's mercy.  May our prayers and 

actions lead others closer to God. 

 

Bible Study 

 

 I want to encourage you to attend the twice monthly 

Bible Study held at 7:00 pm in the Holy Family Life 

Center.  Not only will you learn more about the Bible, but 



Pastor:        Reverend Joseph Mallia        E-mail:  frjoe.mallia@gmail.com         Phone: (586) 727-5215 Ext. 119 
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Holy Family Parish 

 

79780 Main Street, Memphis, MI 48041 

Website:  http://www.holyfamily-online.org 

Email - cwullaert@holyfamily-online.org 

 

Parish Office:  810-392-2056     Fax: 810-392-2043 

Office hours:  

Monday - Friday 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

Closed for lunch 1 p.m. - 2 p.m. 

 

Bookkeeper/Parish Secretary - Barb Quigley Ext. 227 

Faith Formation Director - Susan Finley Ext. 229 

sfinley@holyfamily-online.org 

Office Manager - Catherine Wullaert Ext. 237 

Youth Ministry - Jennifer McClelland Ext. 228 

st.ahfyouthministry@gmail.com 

Director of Music Ministry - Joe Agosta  810-305-1385 

 joeyagosta@yahoo.com 

The Divine Mercy Missionary Center Ext. 246 

 

All Saints Knights of Columbus # 10501 

Grand Knight  - John Mastej      810-310-0431 

GK10501@mikofc.org 

 

Sunday Masses:   

Saturday:  4:30 p.m.     Sunday:  10:30 a.m. & 5:30 p.m.  

 

Daily Masses:   

Tuesday:  7:00 p.m. & Friday:  8:00 a.m. 

 

8:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 

Tuesday:  6:30 p.m.                Saturday:  3:30 p.m. 

Or by appointment. 

 

 

 

St. Augustine School 

67901 Howard St., Richmond MI 48062 

Website:  http://www.staugustinecatholicschool.com  

School Office:  586-727-9365 

 

Principal - Emily Lenn          Ext. 131 

Secretary - Judy Rey          Ext. 130 

Secretary - Lisa Hunter                                       Ext. 129

Sacrament of Baptism: 

Please contact the parish office to 

schedule a baptism. It is 

recommended that parents seeking 

Baptism for their child attend two 

baptismal preparation classes.

Sacrament of Marriage:  

 

In accordance with the guidelines of the Province 

of Michigan, engaged couples must contact the 

Parish Office six months prior to the desired date 

of marriage and complete required preparation.  

Sacrament of the Sick: 

 

Notify the Parish Office 

of any need for hospital 

or home visits.  

Bulletin Submissions Deadline:  12:00 p.m. on 

Friday for the following weekend; deadline changes 

near major holidays.  Please submit electronically to: 

staugustinerichmond@comcast.net or 

cwullaert@holyfamily-online.org.  

 

Announcement deadline:  Thursday 5:00 p.m. 

68035 Main St., Richmond, MI  48062  

Website:  http://www.staugustinecatholicparish.org 

Email - staugustinerichmond@comcast.net 

 

Parish Office:  (586) 727-5215       Fax (586) 727-3760 

 

Office hours:  

Monday - Friday 9:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. and 

Monday - Thursday 1:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Director of Music Ministry Joe Agosta  810-305-1385 

Kaleb Leenknegt

Office of Faith Formation: (586) 727-9290 

Email:  st.augustinefaithformation@outlook.com 

Hours:  Monday - 9:00 am - 3:00 pm 

             Tuesday - 9:00 am - 6:00 pm 

 

Youth Ministry-Jennifer McClelland 810 392-2056 Ext. 228 

Holy Day Masses:   

6:30 a.m., 8:00 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.  
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the question and answer period provides us with fruitful 

discussion and paths of new learning and clarification of 

Church teaching.  The bonus is getting to meet new 

people and maybe learn the names of people you see at 

church on a regular basis.  Hope to see you there. 

 

Election Day November 6th 

 

 Just a reminder that as Catholics we are encouraged 

to be active faithful citizens.  I would not dream of telling 

you how to vote, but I do encourage you not to check 

your faith at the door.  

 

Have a great week. 

 

Halloween Candy Gram (please print) 

Address:  

  

  

  

Name of the person  

receiving the candy gram: 

 

Health Ministry In Partnership with  

Ascension - St. John Providence  

 

GMO and Organic Foods 

 

St. Augustine Catholic Church 

 Parish Center, Room 7  

Wednesday, November 7, 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. 

or 

Thursday, November 15, 9:00 - 10:00 a.m. 

(Same talk - 2 different day & time options.) 

 

Confused about GMO’s (Genetically Modified 

Organism) and Organic Foods? 

 

Join us to learn to navigate your way through the 

many food options available.  Learn how to choose 

healthy foods for your family. 

 

Presenter: Beth Theisen, RD, CDE,  

Ascension SE Michigan Community Health 

BLOOD DRIVE 

Monday, November 19, 2018 

12:00pm to 6:00pm 

St. Augustine Parish Hall 

68035 Main Street, Richmond 

Sponsored by K of C Richmond 

 

To schedule an appointment,  

call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) 

Handling Holiday Grief: 

An Evening of Education,  

Support and Remembrance 

 

 Whatever your age, whom ever has died, whatever the 

cause of death, holidays lived in the absence of someone 

dear can be very difficult times. Society encourages us to 

join the holiday spirit, but all around the sounds, sights 

and smells trigger memories of the one you loved has 

died. 

 You are invited to an evening of education, support and 

remembrance that will help you better cope with your 

grief during this time of the year. 

 

November 26, 2018 

St. Mary Queen of Creation 

 Church-Annex 

50931 Maria St. New Baltimore, MI 48047 

 

6:30pm-8:00pm 

Facilitator:  

Maureen Duncan, RN 

St. Joseph Mercy Hospice and 

Health Ministry Member of  

St. Augustine & Holy Family Parishes  

To register please call the parish office by  

November 22, 2018 

586-725-2441 
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Gallery of Saints 

November 3rd & 4th 

 

 

Join us in the parish hall at  

St. Augustine’s or the  

Life Center at Holy Family  

before and after Mass this weekend to 

view the Gallery of Saints. 

 

Who is your favorite SAINT? 

Fall Back! 

Day Light Savings Time Ends. 

November 4, 2018 

Coming Soon ~ “How do Saints  

party?”  Stay tuned for details! 

Holy Family 

November 4 

November 18 

December 9 

St. Augustine 

November 11 

December 2 

December 16 

Sunday Shenanigans  

continue at 6:30 p.m.  

TODAH & SHABACH  

of the Web 

Have you wondered what 

this means??  “Todah and 

Shabach” are Hebrew words 

meaning “to shout or to 

address with a loud voice;” 

according to definitions from 

the WWW (World Wide 

Web)!  Have you checked 

out our links to those on the 

WWW who are shouting in a 

loud voice, and  

praising and trusting that 

God will deliver?!  Here are 

a few more…..enjoy! 

“Christ Calls You to 

Mission…” 

~ Word on Fire ~ Bishop 

Barron 

https://youtu.be/

Modb0SR97lU  

 In Jesus’ name, Amen.   

“Holy Water” ~  

Ed Prosek 

https://youtu.be/

kzoXDoQF-SA 

This week is a social meeting. 

This means that those who 

are in 8th grade can join us 

this Youth Group session.  

SEE YOU THERE!!! 

DO NOT FORGET TO 

VOTE!!! 

Remember to vote on 

Tuesday, November 6th.  

If you are looking for 

information on Right to Life 

support, visit wwwRTL.org/

vote.  

The 6 Day Challenge 

Day 1—Our Mission  

Day 2—Why Now and Why Here 

Day 3—A New Identity 

Day 4—Your Personal Role 

Day 5—The Role of Your Family 

Day 6– For Generations to Come 

 


