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MALLIA'S MOMENTS
by Fr. Joe Mallia

The readings today capture a very natural reaction/
situation in the life of every person; the feeling that too
much is being asked of us. There always seems to be
something or someone asking of my time, talent and
treasure. The widow in the first reading felt that when
this strange man comes up and asks her for some food
and water. Water she has plenty of, but the food is too
much to ask. She tells him that she only has a little left
for her and her son and when they eat it, they will
die. They have no money and there is a famine in the
land. Everything is going against her and how can this
man, even if he is from God, ask her for more. Yet,
something inside her allows her to trust his words. She
gives him some bread and true to his word, God does not
allow her to go hungry until the drought is broken and
there is once again food in the land. God is faithful.

This time of year much will be asked of you. There are
food drives and other collections for people in need. There
are gifts to buy, the giving tree at church and special meals
to plan. There are monetary collections at church, red
kettles at store fronts and people at busy intersections
always asking for whatever you can spare. How can |
possibly give to everyone? Well if you think about it for a
second, if you have given in the past you realize that you
can do all these things because God is faithful and always
provides for you. By giving to those in need we have never
lacked ourselves. Have you noticed that? Now, don't feel
like you have to give to every envelope that comes in the
mail either, but the donations given at church or to help the
poor have never cost you enough to deny you of anything
you needed. Our food donations to the food pantries have
never meant we did not eat. Your weekly contributions to
the parish never meant you did not pay the mortgage on the
house. Even when we give of our time, we always seem to
get what we need done as well. There is an old saying that
if you want something done, ask a busy person. The simple
reality of life is found in two simple truths; 1) God will always
provide and 2) you have more than you realize.

Even in the Gospel today another widow gives to the
Temple treasury the last coin she has, but her profound
trust in God results in freely giving because she knows
that God will not abandon her. | know this to be true in
my own life. Day after day | have seen how God does
not leave us wanting no matter how large or small the
need is. If we live in faith and trust of God, then what we
need is always given. Without question and without
hesitation | tell you that this is true. That does not mean
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we are to be reckless with our time, talent or treasure and
expect God to make up the difference. That is not what
these readings are saying. These widows did not foolishly
spend their money or waste their resources. They simply
came to a point where they had no more and God made
sure that their needs were taken care of.

We are we are acting as co-workers with God in our
donations. There are those who do not know where their
next meal is coming from, and then food arrives from our
pantry! God provided for them through us. There are
those who do not know how they are going to pay the rent
or a bill and in steps a donation from your dollars to the
St. Vincent de Paul Society. Your dollar did not affect you
but it made a huge difference for another family. Even
donations to our scholarship fund for the school affects
children every year in allowing them to attend here rather
than another school and we have no idea how that may
impact them now or in the future.

The easy thing for the widow in the first reading and for us
to say is, "l am sorry but | just can't". The truth is so often we
can, but just won't. We think because we can't make a huge
difference we can't make any difference. That is also not
true. Every bit, every effort, every donation, every hour
volunteered, every gift of self has a resounding impact on
others. Don' let the initial hesitation stop you. The widow
allowed herself to overcome her fear and trusted and was
rewarded for her faith and God will reward you as well. Pray
over how you can respond to the opportunities to help
others. Give, trusting that the Lord will be faithful to you and
return the blessings back to you. Walk in faith, St. Paul
reminds us, and know that God always provides. God bless
you all.

What a blessing

Last weekend we were able to offer a final resting place
to a large number of people who had been cremated and
left at area funeral homes by their families. | really believe
that this was a blessing for us in that we had a way to help
and we did. The burial of unclaimed cremains was an
effort being done by Catholic cemeteries throughout the
country this past weekend and we were able to share in
this effort. The Archdiocese of Detroit, for example,
buried many of those cremains that were found in a
couple of Detroit funeral homes; and they buried the
remains of ten aborted babies that were found in the trunk
of an abortion doctor's car, as well. All of these efforts
were done free of charge on the part of the Church and
others who willingly gave of their time and treasure.

continued on Page 3
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Sacrament of Baptism:

Please contact the parish office to
schedule a baptism. It is
recommended that parents seeking
Baptism for their child attend two
baptismal preparation classes.

Sacrament of Marriage:

In accordance with the guidelines of the Province
of Michigan, engaged couples must contact the
Parish Office six months prior to the desired date
of marriage and complete required preparation.

Sacrament of the Sick:

Notify the Parish Office
of any need for hospital
or home visits.
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Our treatment of the dead is a physical sign of our
belief in the resurrection. We believe that one day we
will rise again, that our bodies and our souls will reunite
and we will live in a place where there is no more pain or
sorrow, a place created for us by God from the
beginning of time. That is why we bury the dead. That
is why we do not scatter ashes. That is why it is a
corporal work of mercy to bury the dead. Respect in this
life at all its moments with an anticipation of the world yet
to come.

As we pray for those who have died in a special way
this month, let us also remember those who had no one
to pray for them in the past. These remains are now part
of our cemetery and that makes them part of our parish
legacy. | believe that one day when we go to heaven,
they will be standing at the gates welcoming us and
thanking us for not leaving them forgotten in a closet or
basement at some funeral home. May their souls and
the souls of all the faithful departed rest in
peace. Amen

Thank you

| want to thank all those who planned and participated
in the school auction this past week. It was a great
time and the money raised will go a long way in helping
us support and expand our program at our school. |
know it is a tremendous amount of work, but your efforts
are most appreciated and | am forever grateful. We are
looking for more volunteers to plan next years auction. If
you are willing to help, please call the school office this
week. Plans are already being put together for next
year. Thank you again and thank you in advance for
those who will step up to helps us in the future.

Also, thank you to those of you who were kind enough
to remember my birthday last weekend. | do not like to
make a big deal of my birthday and not because of my
age. So, thank you again for your kindness to me.

Thank you as well to all those who were kind enough
to donate left over candy to the candy gram event for
our college kids and those from our parish who are in the
military. | know how much they are now looking forward
to receiving and sharing the candy that we send along
with a note of encouragement from me. It is a simple
way of keeping the connection between them and their
faith home alive. Thank you as well.

As the weather starts to turn cold, | really want to
express my gratitude to the Gracious Greeters who
welcome our children to school each day no matter what
the weather is. If you are not sure of who they are, they
are a group of older members who simply want to be a
part of our school. They greet the children as they come
to school, they open the car door and make sure that
they did not forget anything. It is a simple task, lasts
only about 30 minutes and means a lot to the children. If
you are interested in helping out one day a week, please
contact the school and they will help you get set up.

Thank you to all those who participated in
the cemetery clean up last week. It started off cold and
a little wet, but then the sky cleared up and it was a nice
day after all. We were able to get the cemetery cleared
up and ready for winter. We were also able to clear up a
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large dump area in the new cemetery portion off of 31 Mile
Road. To all those who helped, thank you
again. Remember that the spring clean up is an even
bigger task and we will need even more hands and
equipment then. Please keep that in mind when we ask
for help in five or six months.

Start Now

At the end of the month we will celebrate Thanksgiving
and it is traditional for people to think about all the things they
are thankful for. | urge you to start thinking about that now
and not wait until the holiday. There is no reason we do not
always carry in our hearts a spirit of thankfulness. It should
be natural for us to thank God for the day, to say thank you to
someone who helps us or to be thankful for some random act
of kindness done to us. We should also be thankful for
occasions of grace. For example, we run into someone we
have not seen in awhile, a thought comes to our mind to pray
for someone or when we feel the need to pray and we know
that God is hearing our prayer. Every time we pray we
should always begin by thanking the Lord even before we
ask for anything. The fact that God is ready to hear us, help
us and strengthen us is a blessing in and of itself. Therefore,
let us always be thankful.

BLOOD DRIVE
Monday, November 19, 2018
12:00pm to 6:00pm
St. Augustine Parish Hall
68035 Main Street, Richmond
Sponsored by K of C Richmond

To schedule an appointment,
call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767)

Health Ministry In Partnership with
Ascension - St. John Providence

GMO and Organic Foods

St. Augustine Catholic Church
Parish Center, Room 7
Thursday, November 15, 9:00 - 10:00 a.m.

Confused about GMO’s (Genetically Modified
Organism) and Organic Foods?

Join us to learn to navigate your way through the
many food options available. Learn how to choose
healthy foods for your family.

Presenter: Beth Theisen, RD, CDE,
Ascension SE Michigan Community Health

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED

The Holy Family Office will be
closed on Friday, November




Page 4 FAITH MATTERS November 11, 2018

oy A my What a great Trnf or Treat again this
.'”1 e Sponsored by the Knights of
Qorek  Columbus Council #10501 Year. There were many great

tables decorated for Halloween
fun and the children had a great
time. We had a tie for 1st Place
- with the Wittstock Witches and
' 19th at 7:00 p.m. in the the Boyd Family as the Wizard of
Life Center for Bible : Oz, 2nd Place went fto the
Study. Please bring Abramovitch Family with "God's
your biblel and a note love is INCREDIBLE."
pad. Mark your calendar
_for the next Bible Study
on December 17th.

Join Fr. Joe this
- Monday, November

Oplatki

Oplatki 15 now available
(WHILE SUPPLIES LAST)
at both St. Augustine and
Holy Family Parish Offices.
Suggested donation:  $3.00
each.

VOCATION DISCERNMENT

WEEKEND
Who: Men, High School Senior to 55
years old
What: Discernment Weekends are a
unique opportunity for anyone feeling
a call to the priesthood. You will
spend four days living at the
seminary which provides you with a
first-hand opportunity to see what it's
like from the inside. This weekend
provides you with many great tools
for proper discernment.
Where: Sacred Heart Major Seminary
For more information or to register
visit detroitpriest.com
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EVANGELIZATION

Readings for the Week of November 11, 2018

Sun.: 1 Kgs 17:10-16/Ps 146:7, 8-9, 9-10 [1b]/Heb 9:24-28/
Mk 12:38-44 or 12:41-44

Mon.: Ti 1:1-9/Ps 24:1b-2, 3-4ab, 5-6 [cf. 6]/Lk 17:1-6

Tues.: Ti2:1-8, 11-14/Ps 37:3-4, 18 and 23, 27 and 29 [39a]/

Lk 17:7-10

Wed.: Ti3:1-7/Ps 23:1b-3a, 3bc-4, 5, 6 [1]/Lk 17:11-19

Thurs.: Phlm 7-20/Ps 146:7, 8-9a, 9bc-10 [5a]/Lk 17:20-25

Fri.. 2Jn4-9/Ps119:1,2,10, 11, 17, 18 [1b]/Lk 17:26-37

Sat.. 3 Jn5-8/Ps 112:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/Lk 18:1-8

Sun.: Dn 12:1-3/Ps 16:5, 8,9-10, 11 [1]/Heb 10:11-14, 18/
Mk 13:24-32 Liturgical Publicaions Inc.

Thanksgiving Masses

Wednesday, November 21st at 7:00 pm at Holy
Family and Thursday, November 22nd at 8:00 am at

St. Augustine.

Pray for Those Who Serve
Our Country

DC1 Troy Baran
TSgt Trent Beish
FNE3 Nathan Bilbrey
Maj. Lisa Marie Boggs
FC Nathan Burgess
PVT Samuel Calderone
MAJ Joseph Cannon
MSgt Christopher Capoccia
MAJ Kevin Chamberlain
SSG Luke J. Delcourt
Adam Dickson
2LT Christopher Edwards
SFC Samuel Feldman
CWOQO3 Jason Garcia
PO1 Jeremy Gauthier
SSgt Craig Grabowski
PVT Brent Gracey
LT USN Adam Haag
LTCMDR Ryan Haag
Maj. Michael A. Hoffman, DDS
RP2 Michael Jahr
SGT Pietr Jahr
2LT Virginia Jahr
Cpt. Jack Johnston
SMSGT Joseph Korotko
Sgt Connor Koveck
Maj. David F. Kuntz
SFC4 Tyler Monfette
SSgt Brendan Pfeifer
Maj. Christopher Platz
PVT Brad Quant

MSgt Kevin Quant
SrA Christopher P. Raska
Eric P. Raska
Lt Paul Raska
Col Matthew Rettke
2LT Tyler Rettke
POHM2 John-Christopher
Sbraccia
SSgt David Siegrist
MAJ Cormac Smith
Sgt Andrew Springer
LCpl Timothy James
Spruytte
SSG Raymond Stier
E4 Brandon Stoops
PFC Christopher Tishler
AB Logan VanBuren
Warrant Officer Jeffery Weis
POHM3 Nicholas Wohlfiel
LCpl Mark Zyble

2018 BOLD Youth Ministry

Sunday She.namqans

in a nutshell
¢ November 11-= St. Augusfme ~ Unleash the
_Cfaospel + Blessed Solanus Casey
+ November 18 ~ Holy Family ~ Pur'p'lle, White,
' _6reen, Red &Gold.
o"Ngx’)ember 25 ~No YM ~ I:?:APF"\/
. THANKSGIVING! |
¢ December-".lz ~ St. Augustine ~ Friendsgiving!
| *8th Graders invited!
+ December'9 ~ Holy Family’~ Season of
“~Advent #2
¢ December 16 ~ STH.""Augus'rine ~'Twas the
Meeting Before Christmas...
¢ December 23 ~ No YM ~ MERRY
CHRISTIMAS!
¢ December 30 ~ No YM ~ HAPPY NEW YEAR!
¢ January 7, 2019 ~ Holy Family ~ Epiphany
Party *8th Graders invited!
¢ February 16-17, 2019 ~ Rainbow Youth
Conference
¢ June 28-30, 2019 ~ Tentative ~ Steubenville-
Belong

Contact Jennifer, Jessica, or Alex @
st.ahfyouthministry@gmail.com
or (810) 392-2056 Ext. 228 with questions,
comments and concerns!

TODAH & SHABACH of the Web

“Don’t have any friends?” ~ Fr. Mike Schmitz ~ https://
youtu.be/WvXalQ I-8Y
“Sound of the Saints” ~ Audio Adrenaline ~ https://
youtu.be/00e6M6VIotd



