
 

St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception Catholic Church 
Archdiocese of Galveston Houston 

816 Park Dr. La Porte, Texas 77571 
281-471-2000   Fax:281-471-9365 

Website:www.stmaryslaporte.com E-mail:stmaryslpcc@sbcglobal.net 
 
 
 
Parish Office Hours 
 

Monday - Friday  
9:00 am-12:00 Noon 
1:00 pm-  4:00 pm 
 

 

   

Eucharistic Celebrations 
Saturday:  5:30 p.m. 
Sunday:    9:00 a.m. 
                 11:00 a.m. (Spanish) 
                   1:00 p.m.  

 
 St. Maryôs Church  

Monday (No Mass)  
Tuesday & Wednesday ï 12:00 noon 
Thursday, & Friday  ï  8:30 a.m. 

 
 

Parish Staff 
Rev. Tony A. Castro, Pastor 
Deacon Hector Cantu 
Deacon Julio Matallana 
Deacon Stan Avallone 
 
Bookkeeper-Nelda Shealy 
Bulletin/Sacramental Recordsï 
Cheryl Frobenius 
Maintenanceï Steve Regan 
Parish Secretary-Jessica Jaramillo 
 
 
C.C.E. Director-Shari Davis 
C.C.E. Coordinator - Graciela Lopez 
EDGE Coordinator-Randy Tercero 
Life Teen Director-Shari Davis 

                          Sacrament of Baptism 
Baptisms are celebrated on the 2nd Sunday of the month.      
Classes are held on   the 2nd    & 3rd   Tuesday of each 
month.  Please come by the Parish Office to register or 
call for more information. 
                                 Reconciliation 
The Sacrament of Penance is offered on Saturdays, from 
4:00p.m. to 5:00p.m. or by appointment.  
                           Sacrament of Marriage 
Please contact the Parish Office at least (6) six months  
prior to your desired wedding date to arrange a meeting 
with   Father Tony  or  one  of  the  Deacons.  If you want 
a Mass, you must call Father Tony. 
               Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Are you a non-Catholic who is interested in joining the  
Catholic faith?  Are you a baptized Catholic who has       
never received the  sacraments of 1st Communion and     
Confirmation?  If your answer is  yes   to either  of  these  
questions,  call   the  Parish Office. 
 Sacrament of First Reconciliation/First Communion 
First Reconciliation/Communion candidates must be       
baptized, at least in the second grade, and have been       
attending CCE classes for at least TWO full years prior to 
entering into sacramental preparation. Adults will be       
referred to the RCIA program. 
                     Sacrament of Confirmation 
Confirmation is a separate more intensive examination of 
the faith and our responsibilities as practicing Catholics. 
Confirmands will meet once  per month in addition to     
attending Life Teen faithfully, both one full year prior to 
the beginning Sacramental preparation and during the           
preparation year (no more than three absences either 
year). Parents/Sponsors will also be required to attend 
once per month meetings. Confirmation candidates must 
have    previously received the Sacraments of Baptism 
and First Holy Communion. A habit of attending weekly 
Mass is  required for both years. Please, note the above  
represents the minimum requirements. Adults will be  
referred to the RCIA program.  

 

Vision Statement 

St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception is a Catholic Community of Believers 
called to serve Christ by gathering together at the Lordôs Table in worship and 
praise,  by serving our brothers and sisters in Christ, and by being a welcoming 
beacon of light to all.  We are many parts, yet one body in Christ.  



 Saturday, December 12:  
5:30pm  In Thanksgiving for Protection from Evil & Harm                                      
     By:Howard Frantz 
Sunday, December 13:        

   9:00am                       Delia LopezÀ  
                                              By:Joe Lopez 
 11:00am      Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass                                                                                             
              Special Intetntion for Sanpelea Lino  
                                              By:Family                                                   
   1:00pm                       People of the Parish 

Tuesday, December 15:  
12:000pm                 Special Intention for Zenaida Romero          
                                              By:Valencia Family 
Wednesday, December 16: 
  12:00pm                       Sinforosa DapitanÀ                                                                        
                                              By:Distefano Family 
Thursday, December 17: 
 8:30am                          Richard CarrascoÀ      
                                              By:Shari Davis 
Friday, December 18: 

 8:30am                          Special Intention for Tom Davies                                                    
            By:Family 
Saturday, December 19:  
5:30pm                    Special Intention for Anna Schaider 
      By:Family 
Sunday, December 20:        

   9:00am                        Nick CamposÀ  
                                               By:Campos Family 
 11:00am                         People of the Parish 
   1:00pm                         Alex CavaÀ  

                                               By:Heasty Family                                                  

St. Maryôs Fall Harvest  

ñLucky Drawò Winners 
  $1,000. Ron & Rose Kolenc 

  $500. Raymond  & Carey Yelling  
  $500. Steve & Kerry Regan 
 $250. David Schaider 

Support Our Advertisers! 
APACHE Commodities Group 

 

Dixie Safe & Lock 
 

Fisherôs Hardware Store 

 

Medicine Shoppe Pharmacy 
 

Mike Shanahan Carpenter 
 

Robertôs A/C & Heating 
 

Schoppe Pest Control 
 

SJ Art & Frames 
 

Thayôs Junk Removal 

 

Tipsy Texas Botique 
 

Torres & Faus Law Firm 
 

Rose Mary Williams,  
Real Estate/Main Properties  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Thank You Sponsors! 

Calvillo & San Miguel Families 
Mark & Savanna Cashi & Family  

Altar Society 
Spanish Prayer  Group 
Live Christ Share Christ 
Knights of Columbus 
EDGE & Life Teen 

 

Mass Facebook 
Live & Facebook 
Streamed Live 9am 
Sundayôs & available 
on Facebook after 
10am Mass. 



 

Dear parish family,                                                             3 Sunday of Advent B 
  
             This Sunday the rose candle in the Advent wreath is lighted and the vestments are rose colored, not the usual Advent purple.  
Rose or pink is a result of mixing white dye with purple.  White is the Liturgical color for Joy and Purple for Penance (color for Ad-
vent & Lent), a mixture of white and purple turns to rose or pink ï this is the symbolism of the Rose color on this Sunday.  
            Traditionally we call this third Sunday of Advent ñGaudete Sundayò, or ñRejoice Sundayò because we hear the word 
ñRejoiceò in the readings for the first time in Advent.  In the first reading we hear the prophet Isaiah saying, ñI rejoice heartily in the 
Lord, in my God is the joy of my soul.ò  In the second reading we hear St. Paul saying, ñRejoice alwaysé and in all circumstances 
give thanks.ò   
              It all seems that we donôt yet have the mood of rejoicing because we are still coping with the pandemic.  Yet we keep into 
our hearts what St. Paul says, ñin all circumstanceséò Yes we are still in worst situation but we believe and hope in the Lord Jesus.   
He is the reason of the season ï even when it is ñout of the season.ò  He is whom we will rejoice. 

             While the secular world this season wants us to pay attention to Santa Claus, the Word of God is telling to us to listen once again to St. 
John the Baptist. 

             We, in the Church today can learn from him, ñwho came to testify the light...ò as the gospel this Sunday proclaims. Like him our voice must 
be heard in the rough and arduous terrain of our modern world.  In our own little ways, we can be pointers to the Light who is Christ our Lord by our 
voices and actions. Giving "testimony to the light" is to keep doing what we are already doing---faithfully.   This is to say we can start making 
"straight the way of the Lord" by simply doing or trying to bring our best selves to our daily tasks. We "prepare the way of the Lord," wherever we 
are, by being true to WHO we are as Christians and not as the world wants us to be.   
            Only few of us are called to announce the Lord's message in big ways, like teaching religion to children, doing ministry at nursing homes or 
hospitals, but most of us do it by simply sharing ourselves with others and hoping that through the witness of our lives, we can "make straight" the 
way of the Lord.   
             The message on ñGaudete Sundayò is that we find true happiness when we allow God into our lives. And when this happens then our pri-
orities shift. We will discover that true happiness does not depend on accumulation of wealth, accolades, and praises; True happiness consists in 
being faithful to God. True happiness lies not on consumption of things but on loving people. It is time to remind ourselves where true joy lies. 
  
Stay safe always.  Blessings to you and have a good Advent week!          Fr. Tony 

  
  

Querida familia parroquial,    III Domingo de Adviento B 
  
  Este domingo se enciende el cirio rosa de la corona de Adviento y las vestimentas son de color rosa, no del habitual púrpura de Ad-
viento. Rosa o rosado es el resultado de mezclar tinte blanco con violeta. El blanco es el color litúrgico para la alegría y el púrpura para la peniten-
cia (color para Adviento y Cuaresma), una mezcla de blanco y púrpura que se convierte en rosa o rosado: este es el simbolismo del color rosa en 
este domingo.      
 Tradicionalmente llamamos a este tercer domingo de Adviento "Domingo Gaudete", o "Domingo de Regocijo" porque escuchamos la 
palabra "Regocíjate" en las lecturas por primera vez en Adviento. En la primera lectura escuchamos al profeta Isaías decir: "Me regocijo de cora-
zón en el Señor, en mi Dios está el gozo de mi alma". En la segunda lectura escuchamos a San Pablo decir: "Estad siempre gozosos ... y dad 
gracias en toda circunstancia".      
 Parece que todavía no tenemos ganas de regocijarnos porque todavía estamos lidiando con la pandemia. Sin embargo, guardamos en 
nuestro corazón lo que dice San Pablo, "en toda circunstancia ..." Sí, todavía estamos en la peor situación, pero creemos y esperamos en el Se-
ñor Jesús. Él es la razón de la temporada, incluso cuando está "fuera de temporada". Él es a quien nos regocijaremos.   
        
 Mientras que el mundo secular esta temporada quiere que prestemos atención a Santa Claus, la Palabra de Dios nos dice que escuche-
mos una vez más a San Juan Bautista.          
  Nosotros, en la Iglesia de hoy, podemos aprender de ®l, ñque vino a dar testimonio de la luz ...ò como proclama el evangelio de 
este domingo. Como él, nuestra voz debe oírse en el terreno accidentado y arduo de nuestro mundo moderno. A nuestra manera, podemos ser 
indicadores de la Luz, que es Cristo nuestro Señor, mediante nuestras voces y acciones. Dar "testimonio de la luz" es seguir haciendo lo que ya 
estamos haciendo: fielmente. Es decir, podemos empezar a "enderezar el camino del Señor" simplemente haciendo o tratando de llevar lo mejor 
de nosotros mismos a nuestras tareas diarias. "Preparamos el camino del Señor", dondequiera que estemos, siendo fieles a QUIÉNES somos 
como cristianos y no como el mundo quiere que seamos. 
  Solo unos pocos de nosotros estamos llamados a anunciar el mensaje del Señor a lo grande, como enseñar religión a los 
niños, hacer ministerio en hogares de ancianos u hospitales, pero la mayoría de nosotros lo hacemos generalmente compartiéndolo y demostrán-
dolo a través del testimonio de nuestras vidas. , entonces allí, podemos "enderezar" el camino del Señor. 
             El mensaje del ñDomingo Gaudeteò es que encontramos la verdadera felicidad cuando permitimos que Dios entre en nuestras vidas. Y 
cuando esto sucede, nuestras prioridades cambian. Descubriremos que la verdadera felicidad no depende de la acumulación de riquezas, elogios 
y galardones; La verdadera felicidad consiste en ser fiel a Dios. La verdadera felicidad no reside en el consumo o amor a las cosas, sino en amar 
a las personas. Es hora de recordarnos dónde está la verdadera alegría. 
  
Mantente a protegido siempre. ¡Bendiciones para ti y que tengas una buena semana de Adviento!   
P. Tony 



Spiritual Direction 
Feeling stuck in your faith? Deeper intimacy with Our 
Lord Is possible. With gentle encouragement from a 
spiritual director and your commitment of 30-60 
minutes a day you can  enter into a deeper              
relationship with Our Lord than you ever thought 
possible. Spiritual direction can help you learn to pray 
better.  Interested in spiritual direction? Due to 
COVID Spiritual Direction is available via 
Zoom.ContactTracy:stmarysrcia@yahoo.com 

    Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston  
Prayer in the Time of the Coronavirus  

 

Comfort us, O Lord, for we are like your disciples  
on  the  storm  tossed  seas, unsettled by what lies 
ahead.  
We turn to You, our Healer and Guide, to still our 
hearts in our time of need and hear our prayer:  
Heal those who are sick with the coronavirus and 
protect the elderly and most vulnerable. 
Give strength to all who tend to our health and     
wisdom to researchers who work       toward a cure.  
Open our eyes and hearts, as you did during         
Hurricane Harvey, that we may look beyond our   
immediate needs to care for others who need help.  
Through the Holy Spirit, guide our leaders to make 
wise decisions for the welfare of all the people they 
serve.  
Grant eternal rest to those who have died from the 
virus. May Mary, Our Mother, who has heard our 
pleas in the storms of our lives, intercede to her Son, 
that we may find healing and a prompt end to this 
illness.  

Mary, Star of the Sea, pray for us.  
Jesus Christ, Our Lord and Savior, heal us.  

Stay Connected at Home JOIN ORMED 
Incredible online gateway to the best Catholic Con-
tent, all in one place. Go to stmaryslaporte.formed.org 
to register. If you  are  having any trouble getting  
registered,  or any  other problems, please contact 
Tracy stmarysrcia@yahoo.com. She will contact you 
and walk you through the steps to register.  

Activities for the Week 
Sun. Dec. 13: Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass 11am 
                       CCE 1st Reconciliation Virtual 10:15 am 
                       EDGE & Life Teen Virtual & Live 2pm 
Tues., Dec. 15: Virtual Bible Study 6:30pm 
Sun. Dec. 20: Christmas Decorating after 1pm Mass                       
 

        St. Vincent de Paul Thrift Store  
New Store Hours:  

Mon., Tues., and Wed., 9-11am 
We are still in need of volunteers! 

 

You can pick any day you are able to 
work. If you can help, please  call the office or 
contact Norma @ 281-471-1752. 
Additional help may be available from: 

Catholic Charities    713-874-6521 
Baker Ripley Utility Assistance 713-590-2327 
Harris County Office of Social Services  713-696-7900 
Eviction Legal Assistance 713-228-0735 

 



 Upcoming Baptismal Dates        
 January  10th & February 14th 

Baptism classes are currently being held each month. 
Due to COVID we are only able to offer the Spanish 
baptism classes and baptisms on an as needed basis. 
Special arrangements can be made by contacting the 
office.  
Baptisms will be held the 2nd Sunday of each month. 
If you are planning to baptize here, you will need to 
contact the  office and fill out a registration form. We 
will also need to make a copy of the childôs birth cer-
tificate from the state. After you  register, you may 
sign up for the baptism class.  
If you do not live in La Porte, you must be a regis-
tered, active member of St Maryôs to baptize your 
child here. You cannot  register in our parish only to 
baptize your child. Please call the office to make ar-
rangements to obtain the paperwork.  

Popeôs Prayer Intention for December 
For a life of prayer 

We pray that our personal relationship with 
Jesus Christ be nourished by the Word of God 
and a life of prayer.  

Offertory Nov. 28/29, 2020    
 $7,290.00 

 

If  you  would  like  to  send  your   weekly 
donations, please visit St. Maryôs website and 
go to the Online Giving icon, Flocknotes or 
mail them to St. Maryôs, 816 Park Dr., La 
Porte, TX  77571.  
                 www.stmaryslaporte.com  

RCIA Classes Resume January 7 
Rosary Hall 

(Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) 
Who should do the full RCIA program? If you are 
not baptized or were baptized in another Christian 
denomination and are interested in possibly becoming 
Catholic, RCIA is for you. If you are a baptized  
Catholic adult who needs First Holy communion and 
confirmation, then you should attend RCIA to receive 
those sacraments. Coming once (or twiceé or more) 
obligates you to NOTHING. 
For additional information about RCIA call the 
office or email  Tracy,  stmarysrcia@yahoo.com. 

FEAST OF FAITH 

The Shape of the Mass 

 In the renewal of the liturgy that followed the 

Second Vatican Council, the full, conscious, and 

active participation of the assembly was the pri-

mary consideration. By participation, the Council 

Fathers did not mean just joining in the singing 

and the spoken responses, but active engagement 

and prayerful understanding of the rites. They en-

visioned a transparent liturgy, a worship that 

spoke so directly to the hearts and minds of the 

faithful that it would require no explanation at all.                                                                        

 The liturgy itself is the best possible catechesis 

on the liturgy. What does the liturgy teach us? It 

shows us the ministry of Jesus continuing in the 

present. He gathers a community. He calls us to 

prayer and repentance and praise. He teaches us 

with the very word of God. He does not send us 

away empty, but sets before us a marvelous ban-

quet, feeding us with his very body and blood. 

Then he sends us forth to do what he has doneð

to give ourselves for others, not just in words, but 

in deeds. The Mass is the pattern of our Christian 

lives.                                                                        
ðCorinna Laughlin, Copyright É J. S. Paluch Co. 

 

JOHN THE BAPTIST 
 At a school open house a woman could be 
overheard introducing her husband to some of the 
other parents. ñOh, Bill, Iôd like you to meet    
Johnnyôs father. And over here, this is Marieôs 
mom; you know, the little girl from our Ellenôs 
soccer team.ò 
 With satisfied resignation Bill introduced him-
self not by name: ñIôm Ellenôs Dad.ò 
 Itôs good to know who you are. Be it someoneôs 
father or mother, son or daughter, husband or wife, 
itôs important to embrace the full meaning of our 
various roles. 
 John the Baptist knows who he is. And who he 
is not. He is not the Christ. Nor Elijah. Nor like 
any other prophet Godôs people had ever seen. 
 John the Baptist knows his mission is divine. 
Heôs more than satisfied to be the one to announce 
the coming of Godôs reign. The Christ is near. Make 
straight your paths. 
Copyright É J. S. Paluch Co. 


