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INTRODUCTION 
We have created this plan to aid in navigating the reestablishment of our school where 

employees, students, and families feel safe and to reduce the impact of COVID-19 

conditions upon returning to the school. The guidelines referenced in this plan are based on 

guidance from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), World Health 

Organization (WHO), and the State of New Jersey Department of Education (NJDOE) The 

Road Back.  Regular updates will be made to this plan based on information provided by the 

CDC, WHO, and applicable federal, state, and local agencies. 

 

 

SOURCES:  

CDC - https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-

childcare/schools.html#anchor_1589931942037 

 

NJDOE - https://www.nj.gov/education/reopening/NJDOETheRoadBack.pdf 

GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

To ensure the continued well-being of our employees, staff, and students, the following 

guiding principles have been put in place: 

1. EMPLOYEE AND STUDENT SAFETY MEASURES 

2. HEALTH GUIDELINES 

3. SUPPORT FOR FAMILIES 

 

PHASES AND TIMELINES 

 

Phase Timing Items 

 

Planning 

 

July 

● Supplies, equipment 

● Prepare a work schedule for phases 
● Prepare building  
● Hold Committee meetings 

Phase 1 August ● Implement social distancing protocol and open 
facilities with limited access/use 

 
Phase 2 

 
August 

● Expand use of school-based on 
recommendations and data from CDC, NJDOH, 
New Jersey Governor, and applicable state and 

local agencies 

 
Phase 3 

 
September 

● Open school 
● Expand full operation based on 

recommendations and data from CDC, NJDOH, 
New Jersey Governor, and applicable local and 

state agencies 
● Determine what restrictions/guidelines stay in 

place 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/schools.html#anchor_1589931942037
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/schools.html#anchor_1589931942037
https://www.nj.gov/education/reopening/NJDOETheRoadBack.pdf
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VISITOR RESTRICTIONS 

 

St. Benedict School believes in the importance of collaboration between schools and 

families. As part of this collaboration, we have welcomed visitors from our school 

community to enrich the social, emotional, and academic growth of our students.  To keep 

students, staff, and families safe, we are restricting access to the building until further 

notice. Families will be able to contact the school or their child’s teacher(s) by phone or 

email.  

 

The following guidelines will govern any visitors permitted to enter the building: 

 

Visitors must be prescheduled.   

Visitors must provide identification that will be scanned into our visitors’ management 

system. 

Visitors must have their temperature taken. 

Visitors must wear a mask and adhere to all health protocols. 

HEALTH PROTOCOL AND SCREENINGS (EMPLOYEE AND 

STUDENT) 

St. Benedict School will require daily screening of faculty, staff, and students. Parents will 

be required to complete a daily screener through the r-school today app for their child(ren).  

Faculty and staff will also complete a daily self-screener through the r-school today app.  All 

screeners should be completed by 7:40 am.  

 

Students, faculty, and staff will have their temperature taken as they enter the building. 

Anyone who exhibits a temperature of 100.4 or higher will not be permitted to attend 

school. 

 

Students and employees may be asked to leave school if exhibiting one or more of 

symptoms of COVID-19, based on CDC guidance that is not otherwise explained:  

1. A fever 100.4 Fahrenheit or greater 

2. Cough 

3. Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing  

4. Chills 

5. Repeated shaking with chills 

6. Muscle pain 

7. Headache  

8. Sore throat 

9. New loss of taste or smell 

10. Fatigue  

11. Congestion or runny nose 

12. Nausea or vomiting  

13. Diarrhea  
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If the students or employees are sent home from school, they must remain out of school for 

ONE FULL DAY or until symptoms are fully gone. 

 

Example: Student or staff member is sent home with a fever on Monday; the earliest they 

may return to school is Wednesday.  

 

Students, faculty, and staff may not return to school until they have been fever-free for 

24 hours without fever-reducing medications. 

 

"If a teacher, staff member, or student has taken a COVID test and has not yet received the 

results, you should not return to school until the test is confirmed positive or negative even 

if asymptomatic."   

 

 

 

Procedures for the display of COVID related symptoms  

Employees: 

School staff are required to wear face coverings unless doing so would inhibit the 

individual’s health. 

 

● If an employee becomes ill at work or if another person is exhibiting symptoms of 

COVID19 at work, they will be asked to leave work and go home. 

● Employees returning to work from an approved medical leave should contact HR.  

You will be asked to submit a healthcare provider’s note before returning to work. 

● If an employee has been diagnosed with COVID19, St. Benedict School, Office of 

Catholic Schools, and the local health department must be contacted.  The 

Holmdel/Monmouth County Health Department will determine the next steps.   

 

Students: 

● Parents are encouraged to be alert for signs of illness in their children and to keep 

them home when they are sick.  Always err on the side of caution- if your child is 

complaining or presenting even minor symptoms, please keep them home. 

 

● When signs/symptoms of COVID-19 are observed, the nurse will evaluate and log 

the symptoms.  Students who exhibit possible COVID Symptoms will be placed in an 

alternate medical facility near the primary nurse’s office until they can be picked up 

by an authorized adult. 

 

Protocol for Symptomatic Staff and Students 

 

● Students with symptoms related to COVID-19 will wait in an alternate medical area 

with continued supervision and care until they can be picked up by an authorized 

adult. 

● St. Benedict  School will follow the current State of New Jersey Communicable 

Disease Service guidance for illness reporting - https://www.nj.gov/health/  

https://www.nj.gov/health/
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● If SBS becomes aware that an individual who has spent time in the school tests 

positive for COVID-19, school officials will notify local health officials, staff, and 

families of a confirmed case.   

 

 

Alternate Medical Location 

The Road Back: Restart and Recovery Plan for Education requires a separate nurse’s 

isolation room.  If an employee or student becomes ill on campus, he/she will immediately 

report to the nurse’s isolation room, and the nurse will complete a case form.   

 

● Employees or students who arrive at the alternate medical location must wear a 

mask and will be provided a pair of gloves. 

● The nurse and any others who have contact with a student or faculty member in the 

Alternate Medical Location will wear a protective mask and gloves while working with 

the student or staff member. 

● The nurse will direct the ill employee to leave work or call the parent of the student 

to be picked up and go home.   

● The isolation area and suspected employee’s or student’s work area/classroom will 

be thoroughly cleaned and disinfected, in addition to all other common surfaces 

recently touched by the employee or student.   

 

Positive Case Protocol 

When an individual tests positive for COVID-19, St. Benedict School will immediately notify 

local health officials, staff, and families of a confirmed case.  

 

The following information will be provided to the Department of Public Health:  

● The identity of the person with COVID-19 or probable COVID-19 (i.e., staff, child in 

care, household contact) and their address, phone number, and email.  

● The date the person with COVID-19, or probable COVID-19, was last in the building  

● The date the person developed symptoms.  

● Types of interactions the person may have had with other persons in the building or 

in other locations.with other persons in the building.  

● Length of time, the person had interaction with others in the building. 

● If any additional people in the class have developed any symptoms.  

● Any other information to assist with the determination of next steps. 

 

 

Re-admittance Procedures After Recovery From COVID: 

 

 

After consultation with the St. Benedict School Nurse and utilizing current guidance from the 

New Jersey Department of Health, St. Benedict has developed the following return to school 

policy: 

 

A student or staff member with a Positive COVID-19 test (symptomatic) can return to 

school after all of the following have been met: 
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● At least three days (72 Hours) have passed since recovery.  Recovery is defined as 

resolution of fever without the use of fever-reducing medications and improvement 

in respiratory symptoms (e.g., cough, shortness of breath) 

● At least ten days have passed since symptoms first appeared 

● Tests negative twice in a row  for COVID-19 at least 24 hours apart (proof required) 

 

 

A student or staff member with a Positive COVID-19 test (asymptomatic) can return to 

school after all of the following have been met: 

 

● At least ten days have passed since the date of their first positive COVID-19 

diagnostic test assuming they have not subsequently developed symptoms from their 

positive test  

● A negative COVID-19 (Proof Required)  

● If Asymptomatic students or staff members develop symptoms at any time during 

the ten days, they must follow the symptom-based response and provide a negative 

test twice in a row at least 24 hours apart. 

 

This Policy is based on the current Department of Health Guidelines.  If the 

Department of Health changes the guidelines, it is subject to change. 

 

Personal Protective Equipment and Social Distancing 
In order to minimize exposure to COVID-19, PPE may be needed to prevent exposure.  

Social distancing is an effective way to prevent potential infection.  Employees, students, 

parents, and visitors will be expected to follow the St. Benedict PPE and Social Distancing 

Guidelines.  

 

 

Face Coverings 

Non-Negotiables Flexible Implementation 

PreK3-Kindergarten Students 

1. A cloth face mask must be used outside of the classroom 
(i.e. transitions, bathroom usage, arrival/dismissal, busses, 
etc.) 

2. A face covering must be used in the classroom except 
when eating or drinking.   

● PreK3-Kindergarten students may remove their masks 
outside the building when stationary or in a designated 
individual spot with 6ft of social distancing (i.e. outdoor 
classroom or activity) This does not include arrival or 
dismissal. *  

1st-8th Students  and All Adults 

1. A cloth face mask must be used outside of the classroom 
(i.e. transitions, bathroom usage, arrival/dismissal, busses, 

● 1st-8th grade students and all adults may remove their 
masks outside the building when stationary or in a 
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etc.) 
2. A cloth face mask must be used inside the classroom 

except when eating or drinking.    
 

designated individual spot with 6ft of social distancing (i.e. 
outdoor classroom or activity) This does not include arrival or 
dismissal.  

● Temporary removal of face mask for adults only if they are 
alone in a room 

Guidelines for Selection of Face Coverings 

Cloth Face Coverings (Masks or Gaiters):  All students 

should have three face coverings per day, labeled with their 
name and numbered #1, #2, and #3 along with two bags 
labeled “clean” and “used.”  All cloth face coverings must: 

● Fits snugly but comfortably against the face 
● Completely covers the nose and mouth 
● Is secured with ties, ear loops, or elastic that does not 

require significant/repeated adjustments 
● Includes multiple layers of fabric 
● Allows for breathing without restriction 
● Design/color is student choice 

Note:  Face masks with clear panels are currently being 
reviewed for potential recommendation.  Guidance will be 
forthcoming. 

● Style/Color of Face Covering 
 

Rationale 

CDC Guidance NJ “The Road Back” Guidance 

● Wear cloth face coverings in public settings and when 
around people who don’t live in your household, especially 
when other social distancing measures are difficult to 
maintain. 

● Cloth face coverings are most likely to reduce the spread 
of COVID-19 when people in public settings widely use 
them. 

● Younger children (e.g., preschool or early elementary-
aged) may be unable to wear a cloth face-covering 
properly, particularly for an extended period of time. 
Wearing of cloth face coverings may be prioritized at times 
when it is difficult to maintain a distance of 6 feet from 
others (e.g., during carpool drop off or pick up, or when 
standing in line at school).  

● • Students are required to wear face coverings unless doing 

so would inhibit the student’s health. It is necessary to 
acknowledge that enforcing the use of face coverings may be 
impractical for young children or individuals with disabilities.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/cloth-face-cover.html
https://www.nj.gov/education/reopening/NJDOETheRoadBack.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/social-distancing.html
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Social Distancing 

Non-Negotiables 

1. No activity can be done with less than 3ft of distance between people, with limited exceptions (including addressing student 
personal hygiene, providing specific IEP services, etc.) 

2. Activities of 3-6ft must be done using appropriate face coverings (depending on age) 
3. Clear and prominent social distancing signage (floor stickers, signs, etc.) 
4. Implement batching* practices by wing (PreK3-2nd grade, 3rd-5th grade, and 6th-8th grade)  Batching” refers to the practice of 

keeping groups of students together and with the same teacher throughout/across school days, as well as ensuring groups do 
not mix. 

5. Each student will use desk shields. 
6. Student desks will all be facing the same direction. 
7. Outdoor areas will be inventoried, identified, and marked for instruction and physical activity. 

Rationale 

CDC Guidance NJ “The Road Back” Guidance 

Modified Layouts 
● Space seating/desks at least 6 feet apart when feasible. 
● Turn desks to face in the same direction (rather than 

facing each other), or have students sit on only one side of 
tables, spaced apart. 

 
Physical Barriers and Guides 
● Install physical barriers, such as sneeze guards and 

partitions, particularly in areas where it is difficult for 
individuals to remain at least 6 feet apart (e.g., reception 
desks). 

● Provide physical guides, such as tape on floors or 
sidewalks and signs on walls, to ensure that staff and 
children remain at least 6 feet apart in lines and at other 
times (e.g. guides for creating “one-way routes” in 
hallways). 

 
 

● Implementing social distancing practices in all instructional 
and non-instructional spaces is critical to ensuring the health 
and safety of students and staff. To that end, student desks 
and seating in classrooms, cafeterias, multi-purpose rooms, 
and other spaces should be separated by at least six feet to 
the maximum extent practicable. Where such physical 
distancing is not feasible or difficult to maintain, protective 
measures such as physical barriers between students and 
arranging seating such that all individuals face the same 
direction can help reduce transmission.  

● Maintain social distancing in hallways and common areas. 
● Most schools have limited entry/exit points for security 

purposes, but additional entry/exit points may need to be 
established to ensure a balance of social distancing and 
security protocols. 

● Stagger the use of playground equipment and establish 
frequent disinfecting protocols. Complete an inventory of 
outdoor spaces (athletic fields, track, green spaces, open 
space, and local parks) and designate zones, use stations, 
mark off areas, floor markers, floor tape, poly spots, etc., to 
ensure separation among students (six feet for social 
distancing). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/cloth-face-cover.html
https://www.nj.gov/education/reopening/NJDOETheRoadBack.pdf
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CLASSROOM AND COMMON SPACES 

All teachers and students are asked not to visit another classroom outside of their team or 

grade level.  Employees are encouraged to disinfect their own personal workspace (teacher 

desk, phone, etc.) throughout the day, giving special attention to commonly touched 

surfaces. 

 

 

Classrooms: 

 

● Students will arrive in their classrooms in the morning.  They will remain in the 

classroom or outdoor designated classroom space for the entire day. 

● Desks will be placed in rows facing forward.  There will be six feet of separation 

between desks from the front of the room to the back.  Rows will be spaced 3 to 5 

feet apart.  Partitions will be at every desk.   

● Student desks will be their “safe space.”  These areas will be cleaned and sanitized 

frequently. 

● Outdoor areas have been designated for each classroom.  Teachers will be 

encouraged to take students outside as much as possible.   

● Hand sanitizer will be provided in every classroom in accordance with CDC 

guidelines.  

● Each grade will be allotted a hand washing station. 

●  Hand washing and mask breaks will be built into the daily schedule. 

 

School Entrances, hallways, and common spaces: 

● Students will be required to wear a mask when they are entering or exiting the 

building. 

● Physical guides and signs will be provided to mark six feet of separation in hallways.  

● Face coverings must be worn in the hallways at all times. 

● Non-essential interactions between students and staff throughout the school day will 

be limited.  

● Student batches will be created by wing to limit exposure and contact. 

● There will be limited co-mingling between classes or other groups of students.  

● Large group gatherings will not be permitted. 

● Lunch will take place in the student’s classroom. 

● First Friday Masses will be streamed and viewed in the classrooms. 

● Hand sanitizer will be provided at school entrances.  

● Each student will have an individual partition at his/her desks.   

● Lockers will not be used until further notice.  All personal materials will be stored in 

the classrooms. 
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Pickup and Drop-off procedure 
St. Benedict School is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all students, staff, and 

faculty.  As we prepare to welcome students back for the 20-21 school year, we want to 

share with you updates to the arrival and dismissal procedures, all designed in an effort to 

limit contact between students.  After consultation with local authorities, these procedures 

have been modified in the ways outlined below:   

 

Drop-Off 

Entry to the school will take place at the individual wings in the rear of the building as a part 

of our ongoing efforts to limit contact between students.  Over the summer, lines will be 

painted on the blacktop to outline this process.  We understand that there will be a learning 

curve, but we feel, in the current conditions, this is what needs to be done.   

 

The following points outline the updated drop-off procedure: 

 

- Parents and buses will enter the “chute” in front of the school and continue around 

the building.  No children will be permitted to enter the building through the front 

door in the morning (unless they are late).  Late arrivals must report directly to the 

main office and complete the required screening procedures. 

-  Drop zones will be established for car riders.  Parents will pull up as far as they can 

and drop their children in the designated zone. 

 PreK through grade 2). 

 First wing students (grades 6-8) will enter through Door #19.   

 Middle wing students (K through grade 2) will enter through Door 

#16.  

 Pre-K parents who have other students in the building should park 

between the first and middle wing until 8:15 when Pre-K will begin.  If 

you have a student in Pre K and The Third Wing, this may require you 

to reenter the drop-off line  

 Drop Zone 2 will be for students in the third wing (grades 3-5). 

 Cars will drive into the courtyard between the second and third wings 

and drop their students off at Door 15 

 Third wing bus riders (grades 3-5) will enter using Door #15 (End of 

the Third Wing). 

 

- Buses will drop off students at three designated locations in front of each wing.  

There will be a designated bus lane.  Parents can safely pass using the bus lane 

when no buses or students are present.  Cars must yield to students when they are 

getting off the buses. 

- The drop off route is one way.  No car will be permitted to turn around.  They must 

stay in the chute. 

- Cars and buses must not go faster than Ten (10) MPH. 

- Once cars and buses pass the third wing (grades 3-5), the traffic will funnel into one 

lane to proceed off-campus. 

- Once cars get to the intersection by the Parish Office, they must turn left to exit the 

property  
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Families will be provided with a map and a video highlighting the drop off 

policy before the beginning of the school year. 

 

 

Pick-Up 

Pick-up procedures for car riders will remain similar to our traditional pickup, but we will dismiss 

fewer children at a time and spread out dismissal time.   

FACILITIES CLEANING            
The safety of our employees and students are our first priority. Upon re-opening, our school 

will have been completely cleaned and disinfected, and we will continue to adhere to all 

necessary safety precautions. In addition to the deep clean of the office and school before 

employees and students return, the cleaning steps outlined below are to be taken to 

disinfect workplace surfaces, chairs, tables, etc. to protect employees, and reduce the risk 

of spread of infection. We will require employees to maintain this safety standard by 

continuously cleaning and disinfecting based on the frequency stated below.  Deep cleaning 

is required when an active employee or student is identified as positive for COVID 19 based 

on testing.   

 

 

Bob Cognat and the St. Benedict custodial staff are responsible for the daily cleaning and 

maintenance of the St. Benedict School Facilities. The Custodial staff has created a plan to 

increase routine cleaning and disinfection of high touch surfaces throughout the building.  A 

log of all cleanings will be kept. 

Fundamental Cleaning Solutions is the contracted cleaning service employed by St. 

Benedict School.  The company follows a cleaning process for healthy schools. This system 

is a management-based cleaning procedure that follows a process cleaning model. The 

emphasis is placed on cleaning student and staff spaces for health.  

Process cleaning is divided into just a few cleaning tasks or functions. These tasks are 

listed in the order they need to be completed.  

Typical Classroom Cleaning Daily Routine:  

• Clean Door Glass  

• Disinfect Door Handles, light switch, and phones  

• Disinfect all desks (2 Steps) (Disinfect, rinse/sanitize)  

• Clean/Disinfect Sink and Countertops (if applicable)  

• Empty trash & pencil sharpener  

• Clean whiteboards & blackboards  

• Dust the room if it falls within the designated deep cleaning area that week.  

• Vacuum/Dust mop all classrooms using a backpack vacuum or Microfiber dust mop  

• Mop Classroom Floor  
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Typical Bathroom/Locker room Cleaning Daily Routine:  

• Spray Disinfectant on all cleanable surfaces and let chemical dwell per 

manufacturer recommendation to achieve proper disinfection and kill claim  

• Empty Trash  

• Replenish all paper supplies and soap  

• Wipe down Sinks and Countertops  

• Wipe down Paper and Soap Dispensers  

• Clean Mirror  

• Wipe down Toilets and Urinals  

• Mop Floors  

 

GENERAL DISINFECTION MEASURES 
 

Category Area Frequency 

Workspaces 

 

Classrooms, Offices At the end of each use/day 

 

Electronic 

Equipment 

 

Copier machines, 

Shared computer 

monitors, TV’s, 

Telephones, keyboards 

 

At the end of each use/day and/or 

between use 

General Used 

Objects 

Handles, light 

switches, sinks, 

restrooms 

Several times a day 

Common Areas Cafeteria, Library, 

Conference rooms, 

Gyms, Common Areas 

At the end of each use/day; between 

groups 

 

 

Hand Sanitizing and Washing 

 
St. Benedict School will prepare and maintain hand sanitizing stations with alcohol-based 

hand sanitizers (at least 60% alcohol):  

● In each classroom (for staff and older children who can safely use hand sanitizer).  

● At entrances and exits of buildings. 

● Near toilets.  

● Children ages five and younger will be supervised when using hand sanitizer.  
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St. Benedict School will provide opportunities for handwashing throughout the day. 

● Students should wash hands for at least 20 seconds at regular intervals, including 

before eating, after using the bathroom, and after blowing their 

nose/coughing/sneezing.  

● Use alcohol-based hand sanitizer (at least 60% alcohol) if washing with soap and 

water is not possible. 

● If portable hand washing stations are not available within the classroom, classes will 

be designated times to wash their hands with soap and water at other locations in 

the building. 

● When there is no visible soiling of hands, hand hygiene with an alcohol-based 

sanitizer or alcohol-based wipes may be implemented. When there is no visible 

soiling of hands, these procedures are alternatives to hand washing with soap and 

water by children over 24 months of age, under the supervision of the teacher. The 

CDC recommends an alcohol-based sanitizer that is at least 60% alcohol and to rub 

the product over all surfaces of your hands and fingers until your hands are dry 

about 20 seconds, then wash hands with soap and water as soon as possible. 

SIGNAGE 

Branded signage has been purchased and will be placed around campus.  These are 

examples of some of the messages that may appear on the signage. 
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FOOD  

Sharing refreshments is prohibited in order to limit the risk of contamination.  Snack items, 

candy, and drinks will not be provided until further notice (except for lunch or PreK-K, and 

EDP snack time).  

 

 

 

RESTROOM USAGE DURING THE SCHOOL DAY 
Students will generally not be permitted to use the bathroom during the first or last five minutes 

of each period.  No more than two people will be admitted to each bathroom at a time, and 

markers will clearly delineate six feet of separation for students waiting to use the bathroom.  An 

SBS staff member will be stationed in the hallway by the bathroom in order to ensure that these 

safeguards are followed.     

 

RECESS, PHYSICAL EDUCATION, AND LOCKERS  

 

● Recess will be staggered.   

● Students will only use outdoor, designated spaces. 

● Activity will be organized and coordinated by Cafeteria/Recess Aides 

● Hands will be washed immediately after outdoor playtime.  

● The Gym Teacher and Recess Coordinator will develop lessons that mitigate, limit, 

and/or eliminate direct contact with equipment. If the equipment is used, it will be 

cleaned and disinfected between each use. 

● Middle School Students will not utilize lockers.  Students will store all supplies and 

books at their desks. 

VISITORS ON CAMPUS 

 

Until further notice, visitors will be restricted from entering the building. 

If a student forgets to bring any item to school, a parent or guardian may drop it off at the 

school office. 

 

Please come to the front office and press the intercom button.  You will be permitted to 

enter into the front vestibule.  The school staff will advise you where to leave the item. 
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CAFETERIA AND MEAL PERIODS 

Until social distancing restrictions are lifted, St. Benedict students will be eating lunch in 

their classrooms.  

● Students are encouraged to bring lunch from home. 

● Students who order a school lunch will have the lunch delivered to their classroom. 

● All school lunch items will be disposable. 

● Students must remain at their desks during lunch and may not share food. 

COMMUNICATION WITH FAMILIES 

● Teachers, students, and parents should check their St. Benedict email often. 

● Teachers will keep updated class pages on the school website. 

● Make sure that your Honeywell Instant Alert is set-up or updated to receive all High 

Importance Alerts. 

 

ACADEMICS AND HOME-BASED LEARNING 

Presently, the State of New Jersey is returning to a traditional face to face classroom 

instruction in September 2020.  

St. Benedict School has developed three distinct learning models to meet the need of our 

families for the 2020-2021 School Year. 
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Onsite Learning 
 

Students are physically present in the building for instruction. 

This is a full, five day a week schedule, including all academics and specials. 

 

Elective Remote Learning 
 

St. Benedict School is committed to providing socially distanced in-person instruction for the 

2020-2021 School Year. While the safety of staff and students, along with a rigorous 

academic program, are paramount, we also want to support the unique needs of as many of 

our families as possible. For that reason, we developed the Elective Remote Learning model, 

as shown under the “School is Open” heading in the graph above.  To be clear, the Elective 

Remote Learning model is different from the Required Remote Learning Model shown under 

the “School is Closed” heading.   

During this time of social distancing, we want to ensure that each of our students continues 

to have access to high-quality curriculum and assignments.  

If you choose the “Elective Remote Learning Module” for your student, we will deliver 

instruction through an asynchronous learning module for grades K,1, and 2 and a 

synchronous learning module for grades 3-8.  

 

Early Childhood Grades 

 

Students in grades K,1 and 2 who are enrolled in the Elective Remote Learning Module, will 

receive a combination of: 

● recorded mini-lessons 

● daily assignments found in the Google Classroom 

● projects 

● educational video links  

● scheduled weekly teacher interactions via video chat (Synchronous) 

● The Focus of Elective Remote Learning for our Early Childhood Students is 

academics. Special subjects will be exploratory. Teachers will provide an opportunity 

for exploration in their subjects by providing resources and activities, but recorded 

lessons will not be provided. 

 

Each “Elective Remote Learning Module” student will be required to sign in daily and 

complete necessary assignments and report to their live scheduled meetings. 

  

Intermediate and Middle School 

St. Benedict School Students in Grades 3-8 will receive synchronous instruction daily.  

● Students will have access to live lessons taking place in the classroom.  

●  In addition to access to live lessons, students may work independently on 

assignments or projects.  

● Specials will be a combination of live lessons and independent study. 
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● Teachers will make an effort to interact directly with children at home, but because 

that interaction may be limited, Elective Remote students will also have the 

opportunity to meet with teachers once or twice a week in a small group.  

● Students log in daily for each class session with designated teachers. Students must 

have the front-facing camera on. Attendance will be taken daily.   

● Students at home will be required to complete all assignments and assessments on 

the same schedule as students physically present in the classroom.  

●  Elective Remote Learning students will need to be organized and keep track of all 

assignments/tasks independently. We suggest a planner where students can create a 

system to designate assignments that are completed and submitted to teachers. 

●  Students are responsible for checking teacher websites daily and contact teachers 

with any questions. 

● Parents are responsible for checking Genesis as well as teacher websites to maintain 

knowledge of student progress.  

 

  

Parental support during this “Elective Remote Learning” is crucial for success. 

Thank you as you continue to work hard to support our teachers as they work with your 

child to be academically successful, but more importantly, your commitment to this team 

effort is greatly appreciated. 

 

Since we will be basing school social distancing guidelines on the total number of students 

in the building, any family that chooses the ERL model will remain in remote learning until 

the State of New Jersey changes its social distancing requirements. St. Benedict School will 

continue to monitor the NJ State Guidelines in an effort to allow ERL students to re-join 

classes in the school.  

 

 

REQUIRED REMOTE LEARNING 
Our “Required Remote Learning Module” plan will be enacted if the Governor’s Executive 

Order closes schools again due to COVID 19 health concerns. In addition, this plan will be 

used should we have to go to a remote learning plan for any reason during the school year. 

The objective of the Required Remote Learning Module (RRLM) remains the same as the 

objective of our school during in-person instruction- to educate and enrich our students 

academically, socially, and spiritually. In order to accomplish this goal while all students are 

learning from home, the Saint Benedict School team constructed a framework that includes 

expectations for students, teachers, and parents. During “Required Remote Learning,” all 

students would participate in the learning of new material, continued standard pacing, 

interactive lessons, graded assignments, and assessments. Students will receive Live Daily 

Instruction from teachers. The best way for any child to learn and stay engaged with 

schoolwork is to have a regular routine and predictable structure they can count on - every 

day. A daily structure will also help give them a sense of normalcy. A detailed explanation of 

the RRLM can be found on the school website under Required Remote Learning Module. 
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GRADING AND ATTENDANCE POLICY 

To receive credit for the courses for this school year, students are expected to complete the 

assignments.  The grading policy is located in the school handbook. 

 

Attendance: In order to receive credit and be promoted to the next grade.  Students must 

be present in their classrooms (in the school building or virtually).  Teachers will maintain 

accurate records.  

 

EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES/BEFORE AND AFTERCARE 

PROGRAMS 

 

●  Students will adhere to all applicable social distancing requirements and hygiene 

protocol during any extracurricular activities. 

●  Students may maximize the use of technology and online resources to continue 

some extra-curricular activities without additional person-to-person contact. 

●  The school will restrict the use of school facilities to school-sponsored extracurricular 

activities and groups.  

● Cleaning/disinfecting schedule may not allow for in-person gatherings outside school 

hours.  

 

All extracurricular activities, including interscholastic athletics, are postponed until further 

notice. 

 

 

St. Benedict School will continue to offer Before Care and our Extended Day Program (EDP). 

Programs must adhere to social distancing, cleaning guidelines, and all other protocols listed 

in this document.  Once a student leaves the building, they may not return to the building 

until school re-opens the next day.  

 

CATHOLIC IDENTITY 
 

St. Benedict is fully committed to providing a high-quality academic education rooted in the 

Catholic faith.  Gospel values are interwoven into every subject and the cornerstone of 

everything we do on our campus.  Regardless of how our classes are conducted, In- person 

or virtually, we will continue to worship and profess the Catholic faith.   

Our school days will begin and conclude with daily prayer.  Monthly First Friday Masses will 

be broadcast via Youtube if social distancing does not permit our entire community to 

gather together in our Church.  Each grade level will complete their daily Religion lessons 

through in-person or online teaching.  Our community will continue to pray and worship 

together, just as we have done before the COVID-19 pandemic.  St. Benedict School is also 
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committed to providing service-learning opportunities to our students.  It is imperative 

students go out and do God’s work in their communities.  St. Benedict School’s Catholic 

Identity will remain paramount regardless of our educational setting. 


