THE GOSPEL READING POINTS OUT THAT THE STONE THAT THE BUILDERS
REJECTED HAS BECOME THE CORNERSTONE.

BY THE LORD THIS HAS BEEN DONE.

MATTHEW’S INSIGHT FROM THAT HEBREW SCRIPTURE PASSAGE THAT HE
CALLS TO MIND,

REALIZES THAT JESUS IS THE CORNERSTONE OF OUR FOUNDATION.

AND IN OUR SECOND READING,

PAUL TELLS US WHAT THAT CAN MEAN FOR US.

HE IS PREACHING, NOT ABOUT HIMSELF BUT ABOUT CHRIST THE SOURCE
OF OUR FOUNDATOIN WHEN HE SAYS,

“KEEP ON DOING WHAT YOU HAVE LEARNED AND RECEIVED AND HEARD
AND SEEN IN ME.

THEN THE GOD OF PEACE WILL BE WITH YOU.”

PAUL, AT THE END OF THE SECTION,

LAYS OUT FOR US ALL THAT THIS MEANS.

HE GIVES US THE THE GOOD THINGS,

WHICH WE SHOULD TRY AND OBTAIN,

HE MENTIONS SEVERAL TRAITS WE SHOULD ACQUIRE.

TRUTHFULNESS, HONOR, JUSTICE, PURITY,

GRACIOUSNESS, EXCELLENCE, AND THINGS THAT ARE PRAISE WORTHY.
AND FOR PAUL, THEY ARE NOT JUST WORDS.

HE WAS AN ACTIVIST.

HE WAS TALKING ABOUT AN ACTIVE PERSUIT OF THOSE THINGS THAT



GOD WANTS OF US.

IN THAT PERSUIT, WE WILL LOSE ANY ANXIETY WE MAY HAVE ABOUT
JUDGMENT.

IF WE DO ALL THINGS WITH A PRAYERFUL MIND,

THERE CAN ONLY BE ONE OUTCOME AND THAT IS PEACE IN THE
KNOWLEDGE THAT WE’VE DONE ALL THAT WE COULD.

AND THAT IS VERY MUCH WHAT THE GOSPEL IS ABOUT TODAY.

IN MODERN DAYS, THE CORNERSTONE OF A BUILDING OFTEN CONTAINS
CAPSULES RELATING TO THE TIMES AND PASSING ON SOMEDAY,

THE TRUTHS OF A GENERATION.

THE CORNERSTONE OF OUR CHURCH,

PASSES ON TRUTHS THAT STAND THE TEST OF TIME FROM ONE
GENERATION TO ANOTHER .

THOSE THINGS THAT PAUL MENTIONED.

AND PART OF THE TRUTHS HANDED ON TO US IS A GOD OF LIFE IN ALL ITS
FORMS.

LIFE FROM BEGINNING TO END.

AND EVEN THEN, LIFE IS ETERNAL.

IN EVERY ENCOUNTER, WITH THE SICK, THE TROUBLED, THOSE WHO
WERE SEARCHING FOR SOMETHING,

JESUS MANAGED TO BRING NOT ONLY A CHALLENGE BUT ALSO A
RENEWED SENSE OF LIFE THAT BROUGHT FORTH THE BEST IN THE PEOPLE

HE TOUCHED.



AND HE SOUGHT OUT EVERYONE ACROSS THE BOARD FROM THE
CHILDREN, TO MEN AND WOMEN OF ALL AGES.

AND PART OF THE CHALLENGE THAT HE BRINGS TO US IS TO NOT ONLY
FIND THAT PEACE OF GOD BY FOLLOWING HIS WORDS,

BUT ALSO BRINGING THAT PEACE TO ALL THOSE WHO ARE IN NEED IN
OUR WORLD TODAY.

FROM THE YOUNGEST, TO THE OLDEST.

EVEN TO THOSE WHO ARE FACING THE PROSPECT OF ETERNAL LIFE.
ESPECIALLY THOSE WHO CAN NOT CARE FOR THEMSELVES OR NEED
ASSISTANCE.

THE TENANTS OF THE VINEYARD,

HAD FORGOTTEN THEIR BLESSINGS.

THEY WERE LIVING FOR THEMSELVES AND HAD LOST THE VIRTUES THAT
PAUL AND CHRIST HAD GIVEN.

THE MASTER HAD PROVIDED THE LAND,

THEY WORKED IT, BUT THEY ALSO PROFITED FROM THEIR LABOR.

BUT THEY WANTED MORE THAT HAD NOTHING TO DO WITH HONOR OR
JUSTICE OR THE POOR OR ALL THE OTHER THINGS MENTIONED TODAY.
THE READINGS TODAY, STAND AS A TESTAMENT TO OUR LIVES

AND TO THE GRATITUDE WE SHOULD HOLD TO OUR GOD.

PAUL MENTIONS AN ATTITUDE OF PRAYER TO KEEP WHAT IS HOLY.

AND JESUS TALKS ABOUT NOT FORGETTING WHAT WE HAVE RECEIVED.



