Annunciation Parish

ONE PARISH PRAISING GOD IN TWO LOCATIONS

Locations
Holy Rosary
135 Nichols Street
Gardner, MA 01440

Holy Spirit
50 Lovewell Street
Gardner, MA 01440

Contact Us

Phone: (978) 632-0253
Website:

www.AnnunciationGardner.org

Email:

office@annunciationgardner.org

Office Hours:

Monday-Friday 8:30am-5:00pm 4 S UNDAY
[EIZhIE  you can scan this QR Code to
O] quickly access our website.
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Clergy (978) 632-0253
Pastor _ Jesus said to him, “You have seen him and the one speaking
Rev. Stephen Lundrigan Ext. 116 with you is he.” He said, “I do believe, Lord,” and he

Parochial Vicar

Rev. Miguel Pagan Ext. 130 Warsiped i, /-2

Excespts nom the Lectionany for Mess 2007, 1988, 1

Masses at Holy Rosary Masses at Holy Spirit Sacrament of Reconciliation

Holy Rosary: Saturday 3:15-4:00 p.m.
Saturday 4:45pm. | Saturday 4:00 p.m. Holy Spirit: ~ Saturday 3:15-3:45 p.m.
Sunday 7:30 am. | Sunday 8:30 am. You may also call one of the priests at the Rectory Office to
10:30 am. (Spanish) 12:00 p.m. schedule a ;);gz;e;g;;mment for Confession
Mon, Wed, Fri 9:00 a.m. | Tues, Thurs 7:30 a.m Re‘;:‘:f&}i‘gel‘l‘e]l“;‘;gfzzte’;;16 E%w




From the Pastor’s Desk.....
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To all Parishioners of Annunciation Parish:

In times like these we should never forget that Our Lord is a powerful and loving God. We are prone to fear, we can become fo-
cused on these fears to the point that we forget the Lord who has the power to protect and to save. We must still take proper precau-
tions to not put ourselves in undue and unwise danger, but for those things that we cannot control—we let God be our protector.

In the Gospel for this Sunday, Jesus heals a blind man. It was amazing that he would heal someone blind from birth—it was some-
thing that was beyond what anyone would think possible for any healer. But Jesus is not just any healer—He is God all powerful. The
man who was healed didn’t know how to explain it, all he knew was that he was healed, and Jesus was responsible. His example is
one of complete trust in God, of the mystery of God’s plan for all humanity. As we await the healing Jesus will bring, let us be calm
and peaceful. We do not need to fear because God’s healing, whether it comes in this life or the next, is there for those who are faith-
ful to him.

I have some announcements to explain how we are proceeding at this time. It is important that the parish continue to provide ac-
cess to pastoral care and the sacraments—and it is important that we maintain the offering of the Sacrifice of the Mass in the city.
Here are some notes developed after reviewing the directives of the Diocese:

1. Atthe direction of Bishop McManus all public celebrations of the Mass have been suspended. Mass will still be said, just without
public access. It is important that we, as a parish, continue to celebrate the Mass for the good of our community, for the speedy
healing from this current crisis, and for the intention that has been designated for that Mass.

2. Inorder to allow for opportunities for personal prayer in church, the following are times that churches will open (use front door at
Holy Spirit, handicap door at Holy Rosary):

MONDAY: Holy Rosary will be open from 10:00am to 7:00pm
TUESDAY: Holy Spirit from 8:00am to 1:00pm; Holy Rosary open from 6:30pm to 8:00pm
WEDNESDAY: Holy Rosary will continue to be open from 6:00am to 8:00pm for adoration
THURSDAY: Holy Spirit will be open from 8:00am to 5:30pm for private prayer.
FRIDAY: Holy Rosary will be open from 10:00am to 7:00pm
SATURDAY: Holy Rosary will be open from 8:00am to 4:00pm; Holy Spirit from 2:30-4:00pm
**See note on confessions below**
SUNDAY: Holy Spirit will be open from 9:30am to 12:00pm; Holy Rosary from 12:00pm to 6:00pm.

3. Please go to the website annunciationgardner.org for the latest updates. While you are on the website please click the button
with the sheep at the top to sign up for Flocknotes, and click the Facebook icon to go to our Facebook pare. Both of these will
provide up-to-date info and spiritual resources.

4. We will have video recordings of Masses on the website and available through Facebook. Please check these resources. Also
check the website for other spiritual resources such as prior homilies, videos, and articles posted in the Faith Formation page.

5. Access to the office will be limited to help slow virus transmission. Please conduct as much business as possible by phone
(including booking Masses). If the need cannot be met remotely (e.g. confession), you may still ring the doorbell to be taken care
of.

6. Priest are available for emergency needs (Anointing of the Sick, etc) please call the office.

7. Regular confession times will not be offered. If an individual is in need of the Sacrament of Reconciliation—especially in cases of
severe illness—please contact the office.

8. The inability to receive communion (except in the cases of someone who is gravely ill) places us in the position of those in some
other parts of the world where people cannot receive communion for periods of time. On the website you can find information
regarding making a “spiritual communion.” While this is never a full substitute for receiving the Body and Blood of the Lord, it
allows us to draw nearer in connection with Him during this time when we are unable to receive the Eucharist as before. It is my
hope that being unable to receive the great gift of the Eucharist at this time, will create in us a holy longing and deeper apprecia-
tion of Christ’s true presence in the Eucharist when we may receive freely again.

| pray that this situation passes as quickly as possible and we are able to return to the regular communal celebration of the Mass,
and reception of the Eucharist, which is at the center of our lives as Catholics. Once we have received word form the Bishop that the
situation has changed official information will be communicated by website, our Facebook page, and by Flocknotes.

Thank you for your patience.

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the parish office at 978-632-0253.
Peace-and God Bless,
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All Masses are private. Not open to the public.

Mass Intentions
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Mass .
Mass Date . Mass Intention
Time
Saturday, March 21 4:00 p.m. Gloria M. Audet by her grandson Keith Audet
Rose V. Misiewicz by the Polish American Veterans Auxillary of Gardner
4:45 p.m. Joshua Perini love Grandma
Normand Desroches from his family
Sunday, March 22 7:30 a.m. A.J. Roberts, 11th Anniversary by his family
Charles A. LeBlanc, 61st Anniversary by Chuck and Barbara LeBlanc
8:30 a.m. Lorraine Wojtukiewicz, 10th Anniversary by Carla and Bob
10:30 a.m. Noella LeBlanc, 7th Anniversary by her children, Steve & Debbie, Joann & Tommy
Delphis Richard by Doris and Cindy
Monday, March 23 9:00 a.m. Dorothy Owen by Barbara Brown
Virginia Richard, 41st Anniversary by Ray and Pat Perreault & family
Tuesday, March 24 7:30 a.m. All Parishioners of Annunciation Parish
6:00 p.m. Well-being of all COVID-19 patients and the eradication of this virus
Wednesday, March 25 9:00 a.m. All Parishioners of Annunciation Parish
Parish Feast Day
Thursday, March 26 7:30 a.m. Well-being of all COVID-19 patients and the eradication of this virus
6:00 p.m. Well-being of all COVID-19 patients and the eradication of this virus
Friday, March 27 9:00 a.m. John Mularella by his family
Saturday, March 28 4:00 p.m. Marie Maillet by Charlie and June Girouard
Carole Cormier, 7th Anniversary by her husband and family
4:45 p.m. Teley and Beatrice Richard by Melas and Florence Doucet
Jerry and Josephine Doucet by Melas and Florence Doucet
Sunday, March 29 7:30 a.m. Celest Ouellet, 10th Anniversary by her son Francis
Richard “Ricky” Thibeault by Chet and Juna Dymek
8:30 a.m. Well-being of all COVID-19 patients and the eradication of this virus
10:30 a.m. Yvonne Mitko by Francine Pera
Joseph (Phil) Richard, 9th Anniversary by Mrs. Mary Richard and family

ORI G




Upcoming Events
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Sunday March 22nd

No public Masses offered—please check our website for video recordings of
the private Masses.
9:30a.m.—12:00p.m. Holy Spirit Church open for private prayer
\__12:00p.m.— 6:00p.m. Holy Rosary Church open for private prayer
( Monday March 23vd
10:00a.m.—7:00p.m. Holy Spirit Church open for private prayer
3:00p.m. RCIA at Holy Rosary Rectory

4 Tuesday March 24th
8:00a.m.—1:00p.m. Holy Spirit Church open for private prayer

6:30p.m.  Bible Study VIA TELECONFERENCE

CALL 425-535-9043 to join the conversation!
6:30a.m.—8:00p.m. Holy Rosary Church open for private prayer

\__ 6:30p.m. Festival Choir Rehearsal at Holy Spirit

Wednesday March 25th
6:00a.m.—8:00p.m.  Eucharistic Adoration and private prayer at Holy Rosary
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Thursday March 26th

8:00a.m.—5:30p.m. Holy Spirit Church open for private prayer

Bingo in Holy Rosary Church Hall - CANCELLED

N
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Friday March 27th
10:00a.m.—7:00p.m. Holy Rosary Church open for private prayer

N\ /
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Saturday March 28th
8:00a.m.—4:00p.m. Holy Rosary Church open for private prayer
2:30p.m.—4:00p.m. Holy Spirit Church open for private prayer
N /
/Sundag March 2ath )

No public Masses offered—please check our website for video recordings of
the private Masses.

9:30a.m.—12:00p.m. Holy Spirit Church open for private prayer
\_ 12:00p.m.— 6:00p.m. Holy Rosary Church open for private prayer

D

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES HAVE BEEN SUSPENDED
WHILE SCHOOLS ARE OUT OF SESSION
Families of students in grades 1-6 should have received links this week
for materials that can be used at home. We are exploring other ways
of connecting with our older students.
Because we have not yet completed Sacramental Prep, we are work-
ing on a plan to be able to get caught up with students so they can be
confident and well prepared to receive their sacraments in May.

Worcester Diocesan Catholic Men's

20th Anniversary Conference

This event has been cancelled.

SERMON

ON THE

MOUNT

WILL BE RESCHEDULED

s JOURNEY TO
THE HEART OF
THE FAITH

HOSPITALITY DINNER AND
COMMUNITY SERVICES
EVENT

RESCHEDULED

This event has been rescheduled to Sunday, May
3rd. The Hospitality Dinner (Ham Dinner) will start
at 4PM.

Prior to dinner in upper church hall around 3-
5:30PM there will be representatives from the com-
munity explaining some of the services which might
be of interest to some. Some of the representatives
that will be there are Gardner Community Action
Committee (CAC ), House of Peace Education
(HOPE), Gardner Emergency Housing Mission
(GEHM), Fuel Assistance, The ARC of Opportunity in
North Central MA, St. Vincent de Paul etc.

Arrangements have been made to have an inter-
preter available in case needed.

Please come and enjoy a free meal and find out
about services in the community.

Lenten Deanery Pilgrimage

April 23rd - Divine Mercy Sunday Service at Holy Rosary
in Gardner at 3:00 p.m. Confessions start
at 2:00p.m.

BINGO is cancelled until further notice




What Do | Do if | Can’t Go to Confession?

Each of us should regularly examine our consciences. When we
are conscious of sin, we should go to Confession and seek abso-
lution from the priest.

When this is not possible, the Church recommends that we
make as perfect an Act of Contrition as possible. Contrition is
“sorrow of the soul and detestation for the sin committed, to-
gether with the resolution not to sin again.” The Catechism of
the Catholic Church reminds us that when such contrition
“arises from a love by which God is loved above all else, contri-
tion is called "perfect" (contrition of charity). Such contrition
remits venial sins; it also obtains forgiveness of mortal sins if it
includes the firm resolution to have recourse to sacramental
confession as soon as possible.”

There are many forms of the Act of Contrition.
Here are two of them.

My God, | am sorry for my sins with all my heart. In
choosing to do wrong and failing to do good, | have
sinned against You Whom | should love above all
things, | firmly intend, with Your help, to do penance, to
sin no more, and to avoid whatever leads me to sin. Our
Savior Jesus Christ, suffered and died for us. In His
name, my God, have mercy. Amen.

or

O my God, | am heartily sorry for having offended Thee,
and | detest all my sins because | dread the loss of
Heaven and the pains of hell, But most of all because
they have offended Thee, my God, Who art all good and
deserving of all my love. | firmly resolve, with the help
of Thy grace, to confess my sins, to do penance, and to
amend my life. Amen

Spiritual Guidance
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The St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry
is in need of the following items to
stock their shelves. Thank you in
advance for making a donation of the
following items: Canned corn,
canned green beans, canned peas,
canned fruit.

Thank you!

What Do We Do When We Can’t Go to Mass?

Receiving Holy Communion at Mass

The reception of Holy Communion is one of the most inti-
mate moments in the life of every Catholic. The great mys-
tic and Doctor of the Church, Saint Thérése of Lisieux,
writes eloquently of the first time she ever received Holy
Communion: | knew that | was loved and said, “I love You,
and | give myself to You forever.”

But what do we do when we can’t go to Mass?

Many of the Saints have recommended that we should
make a “Spiritual Communion,” a prayer professing faith in
Jesus’ presence in the Eucharist and inviting him to come to
come live in our heart.

Our beloved Pope Emeritus, Benedict XVI reminds us that
even when we cannot go to Mass and cannot receive Holy
Communion “it is beneficial to cultivate a desire for full
union with Christ through the practice of spiritual commun-
ion, praised by Pope John Paul Il and recommended by
saints who were masters of the spiritual

life.” (Sacramentum caritatis, no. 55)

This practice is also recommended by many of the Saints,
including Saint Thomas Aquinas, St. Teresa of Avila, and St.
Jean Vianney

How to Make a Spiritual Communion

Begin by examining your conscience and making a good Act
of Contrition.

Then pray one of the prayers recommended by the Saints
for inviting Christ into your heart.

Here is one by Saint Alphonsus Liguori:

My Jesus, | believe that you are present in the most
Blessed Sacrament. | love you above all things and |
desire to receive You into my soul. Since | cannot
now receive you sacramentally, come at least spir-
itually into my heart. | embrace you as if you were
already there, and unite myself wholly to you. Nev-
er permit me to be separated from you. Amen.

A Spiritual Communion can never fully take the place of
receiving Holy Communion at Mass, but in these extraordi-
nary times it can help us to stay close to Jesus in the Most
Blessed Sacrament of his Body and Blood.




Spiritual Guidance Daily
Readings
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Sunday March 22
Information on the Sacraments * 15M16:6-7,10-13a
Baptism: If you would like to have your child baptized call Maura Sweeney at (978) 632-0253 Ext. * FEPH358-14
117, or email religioused@annunciationgardner.org. * JN91-41
First Communion: for adults and children over the age of 7. Call Maura Sweeney at the Parish Monday March 23
Office (978) 632-0253 Ext.117. o IS 65:17-21
Confirmation: call Maura Sweeney at the Parish Office (978) 632-0253 Ext.117. e JN4:43-54
Holy Orders: If you are feeling called to explore a vocation to the priesthood, please contact our Tuesday March 24
diocesan vocations director Fr. Jim Mazzone at jmazzone@charter.net or by phone at 508-340-5788. e EZ47:1-9
Holy Matrimony: notify the Church one year in advance. Call the Parish Office at (978) 632-0253 e JN5:-16
for Marriage Preparation.
L. . Wednesday March 25
Anointing of the Sick: call Fr. Lundrigan at Ext.116 or Fr. Miguel at Ext.130. . IS7:10-14, 810
POOR, CLUELESS COWS | ' e HEB 10:4-10
e S re T Spiritual Adoption Program - March . LK126.38

ANT STARIMNG BLARKLY.

L Beindar Month 3

Jesr, Mary ol Joseph, | bove o e Zourlbapy is I’IT‘a]i(Lﬂg progresls, Thursday March 26
o R R O Y4 T eveloping all of his externa
haby @F?,:;m sﬁmﬁ ni;p‘m oo | featuresandinternalorgans. || ¢ EX32:7-14
: i .wq.mm-m ) His brain is functioning at 40 o JN5:31-47
IUST WHAT Preper ik Fakn . o days. His mother can hear

T WAS THIMKING. his heartbeat now on an
: . ultrasonic stethoscope. His Friday March 27
Flewse remember o pray daily for your milk-teeth buds are present
Spiritually Adapied Bshy asd the haby's at 6 1/2 weeks. From this o WIS 2:1a, 12-22

mother 1nd it moment onward, your spirit- e JN 7:1-2, 10:25-30

ually adopted baby grows
Durmyg veur earhiy e this spitiualy adapind chid and refines his body. Every-

—— LSSTRAT] | of yours wil be knosen ondy 1= Eod bul i the werkd ; :
& Jaan Denion fock p.ulnr:kvrmr com e e thmg :.e .nesds tolsur\élv-e Saturday March 28
“Mot as man sccs does God sce, T was spand by poar prayers asd spend atemal once nis Is born already I ° JER 11:18-20
” 3 happteas it hem, present by the end of the :
Sheepish Question: . : y eighth week. Please pray for e JN 7:40-53
How can I broaden my perspective ta view life him and his parents.

around me with the eyes of God?

Question of the Week @
Question for Adults: What are you doing in your life right now to move toward light rather [—h .
wi ﬂu%

than darkness?

Question for Youth: How can you let the light of your faith in Jesus shine for others to %
See? I Thesalmian: : 7

Please Pray For: “Little” Genevieve, Marsha Roy, Mary Ann Medlar, Kathleen Krupa, M. Celeste Bar-
ron, Don Sawtell, George Billings, Alfrida Bergeron, Henry Cichonski, Michelle LeBlanc, Larry Butler,

PRAYER REQUEST

McGee, Annette Markel, Janette Leger, Martha Gauvin, Josephine Cormier, Mitch Kozoil.

If you would like to add a person’s name to the prayer list, please contact Annunciation Parish at (978) 632-0253,
ext. 110. Names will be kept on the prayer list for 4 consecutive weeks. Please call the Parish Office if you would
like to put a name back on the list at the end of these 4 weeks.

For other prayers and special intentions, call our Prayer Line at (978) 630-2283. These intentions will not appear in
the bulletin and can be passed privately by first name only.

Lorraine LeBlanc, Jerry Richard, Leonne Tagean, Tricia McKinley, Mary Biear, Frank Skeiber, Diane
Brideau Karen Brackett, Herve LeBlanc, Marie Jurgelonis, Chet Zarozinski, KarryAnne Drury, Jay




