
 

January 6, 2019 

       The Epiphany of the Lord 

 
 

Weekend Mass Schedule 

Saturday: 5:00 pm  

Sunday: 8:00 am and 10:30 am  

1:30 pm   Spanish Mass    

Last Sunday of the Month  
 

Weekday Mass 

Wednesday, Thursday, & Friday: 

9:00 am  
 

Holy Days 

as announced 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Saturday: 4:00-4:30 pm  

or by Appointment 

 

Parish Office Hours 

Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday: 

9:00 am-4:30 pm  

Friday: 9:00 am - 2:30 pm  

Closed Mondays  

(and Tuesdays following Monday       

holidays) 

 

Baptism 

Please call the office.  
 

Marriage 

Please contact the office a           

minimum of six months prior to the 

proposed date for an appointment 

and information about marriage 

preparation. 

 

Anointing & Communion  

of the Sick 

Available upon request. We bring 

the Eucharist to those who are     

unable to attend Mass. Please call 

the parish office.  

{!Lb¢ /¸wL[ /I¦w/I 

¢ƘŜ wƻƳŀƴ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƛƴ ²ƛƭǎƻƴǾƛƭƭŜ 
фнлр {² CƛƊƘ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣ ²ƛƭǎƻƴǾƛƭƭŜΣ hǊŜƎƻƴ фтлтл 
tƘƻƴŜΥ  рло-сун-ноон     CŀȄΥ  рло-сур-фнфп 

ǿǿǿΦǎǘŎȅǊƛƭǇŀǊƛǎƘΦƻǊƎ      ŜƳŀƛƭΥ  ƻŶŎŜϪǎǘŎȅǊƛƭǇŀǊƛǎƘΦƻǊƎ 
 

tŀǎǘƻǊΥ  CǊΦ .Ǌƛŀƴ !ƭƭōǊƛƎƘǘ  ƻŶŎŜϪǎǘŎȅǊƛƭǇŀǊƛǎƘΦƻǊƎ 
.ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ aŀƴŀƎŜǊΥ  WǳƭƛŜ ¢ƛŜŘǘƪŜ  ōƛȊƳƎǊϪǎǘŎȅǊƛƭǇŀǊƛǎƘΦƻǊƎ 
tŀǊƛǎƘ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΥ  !ƴƛǘŀ wǳƎƎƛŜǊƻ  ǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅϪǎǘŎȅǊƛƭǇŀǊƛǎƘΦƻǊƎ 
wŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ 9ŘΥ  aŀǊȅ 9ƭƭŜƴ hΩ[ŀǊŜȅ  ǊŜϪǎǘŎȅǊƛƭǇŀǊƛǎƘΦƻǊƎ 

 
 

! aŜǎǎŀƎŜ ¢ƻ hǳǊ tŀǊƛǎƘƛƻƴŜǊǎ ϧ ±ƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ 

²Ŝ ƛƴǾƛǘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǝƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǘ    

{ǘΦ /ȅǊƛƭΦ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǘǊǳƭȅ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ōȅ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘŀƭŜƴǘŜŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ƳŀƪŜ 

ǘƘŜǎŜ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ  CƻǊ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎΣ 

ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƻŶŎŜΦ 

 aƛǎǎƛƻƴ {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ 

{ǘΦ /ȅǊƛƭ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ tŀǊƛǎƘ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜǎ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ DƻƻŘ bŜǿǎ  

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ 

±ƛǎƛƻƴ {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ 

 {ǘΦ /ȅǊƛƭ tŀǊƛǎƘ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŘ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǝƴƎ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŎŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ  

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŜŜƪǎ ǘƻΥ   

                                     9ƴǊƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘǳǊƎƛŎŀƭ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ  

                                    9ȄǘŜƴŘ ƭƻǾŜΣ ƳŜǊŎȅΣ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ 

                                           {ƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ŦŀƛǘƘ      

                          /ŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƴŎǝǘȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ   

 



 

 
Parish Calendar of Events This Week 

Office Closed Mondays 

 Monday______________________________January 7 

  6:30 pm   Knights of Columbus                                              FS 

 Tuesday                                                           January 8 

  2:00 pm    Prayer Shawl Ministry                                    Rm 116  

 Wednesday                                                      January 9 

  7:00 pm    Menôs Bible Study                                          Rm 116 

 Thursday                                                        January 10 

  9:00 am    Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament              Church 

 

 Friday                               January 11 

 

 Saturday             January 12 

  4:00 pm    Confessions           Church 
  5:00 pm    Mass                       Church 
 

 Sunday                                                                  January 13 

  8:00 am    Mass                                                               Church 

  9:15 am    RE Pre-K-M.S. Youth Group     Rm 116 

 10:30 am   Mass                                                               Church 

  1:45 am    HS Youth Group      Rm 116 

Mass Intentions  -  January 12 & 13 
 

Saturday         5:00 pm       General Intentions 

Sunday            8:00 am       Our Parishioners  

  WŀƴǳŀǊȅ сΣ нлмф                                                                                           tŀƎŜ н 

Readings 

January 6 

Is 60:1-6 / Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6 / Mt 2:1-12  
 

January 13 

Is 40:1-5, 9-11 / Ti 2:11-14, 3:4-7 / Lk 3:15-16, 21-22 

The Epiphany of the Lord 

January 6, 2019 

  1:00 pm    Confirmation       Rm 116 

 Saturday Evening Wine & Cheese 
 Coordinators:  Dick & Leanne Spence 
 To volunteer: 503-694-5875 or    rt4lee@aol.com 

January 12 
 Ruth Heine & Diane Springer 

Coffee & Doughnuts 

Coordinators:  
8:00am   Pam & Phil Krumm           503-880-2626 
10:30am Michelle Zalec &               503-691-9041 
                  Kathy Ree                    kathy.ree@comcast.net 

January 13 

8:00am Liz Ana, Lois Smith, LaVon Friedman  

 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ǿŜō ǇŀƎŜ ǘƻ 
ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΦ  
¢ƘŜ ōǳƭƭŜǝƴ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
ǿŜō ǇŀƎŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴŎŜΦ   
{ŜŜ ǿǿǿΦǎǘŎȅǊƛƭǇŀǊƛǎƘΦƻǊƎ  

tht9Ψ{  tw!¸9w  Lb¢9b¢Lhb 

Chw  W!b¦!w¸ 
 

9ǾŀƴƎŜƭƛȊŀǝƻƴΥ 
¢Ƙŀǘ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ 

[ŀǝƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΣ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ aŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ        
ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ Ƨƻȅ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ 

 Mark Your Calendar   
 

January 6 & 20     No RE Classes 

January 19           March for LifeðPioneer Courthouse 

                             Bus to Portland at 1:30 pm 

January 21 & 22   Martin Luther King Holiday 

   Office Closed 

January 26           First Reconciliation & Retreat 

January 27           St. Vincent de Paul Omelet 

     Breakfast in the Hall 

January 26 & 27   K of C Can & Bottle Drive 

February 2            Womenôs First Saturday  -  9:30 am 

                             In the Parish Hall Fireside Room 

February 6           Volunteer Dinner 

February 18 & 19  MLK Holiday  -  Office Closed 

twh-[LC9 a99¢LbD 

¢ƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ о ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Iŀƭƭ ŀǘ фΥмр ŀƳΦ 

CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΣ Ŏŀƭƭ wŀȅ YƭǳǇŜƴƎŜǊ ŀǘ рло-рлп-луслΦ 



 

YbLDI¢{ hC /h[¦a.¦{ C!¢I9w Wh{9tI {!![ /h¦b/L[ мрспл 
DǊŀƴŘ YƴƛƎƘǘΥ DŜƻǊƎŜ [Ŝ5ƻǳȄ рло-ппф-мтст 
aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇΥ tŀǘ {ŎƘƛŜǊƳŜȅŜǊ пнр-тур-тффп 
CƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΥ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ tŀǊŜƴǘ рло-уло-ррфм 

DŜƴŜǊŀƭ aŜŜǝƴƎ т ta ǘƘŜ CƛǊǎǘ aƻƴŘŀȅ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ aƻƴǘƘ - hŶŎŜǊǎ сΥол ta [ŀǎǘ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ ƻŦ ƳƻƴǘƘ  
 

t[9!{9 .wLbD ¸h¦w /!b{ !b5 .h¢¢[9{ ¢I9 [!{¢ ²99Y9b5 hC 9±9w¸ ahb¢IΦ  
/ƘŜŎƪ ǳǎ ƻǳǘ ƻƴ YƻŦ/ΦƻǊƎ 

                                   [9/¢hw{             9¦/I!wL{¢L/ aLbL{¢9w{            ¦{I9w{ ϧ Dw99¢9w{ 

 

WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мн                tΦ [ŜŜ                     ϝ wΦ tŀǊŜƴǘΣ WΦ {ŎƘŜƴƪΣ /Φ [Ŝ5ƻǳȄΣ          ¦Υ aΦ .ǳȊƻΣ DΦ 5ŀƘƛƴŘŜƴ 

{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ рΥлл ǇƳ                         DΦ [Ŝ5ƻǳȄΣ ψψψψψψψψψψ             DΥ  ψψψψψψψΣ ψψψψψψψψ 

 

WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мо               .Φ aŀƴŘŜǊŦŜƭŘ      ϝ {Φ aŀǊǘŀΣ /Φ ϧ wΦ YƭǳǇŜƴƎŜǊΣ                ¦Υ aΦ {ƘŀƴƎƭŜΣ aΦ bƻƭŀƴ 

{ǳƴŘŀȅ уΥлл ŀƳ             9Φ /ƭŀǊƪǎƻƴΣ ψψψψψψψψψψ                       DΥ 5Φ bƻƭŀƴΣ [Φ .ƻǧŀƛƴƛ 

 

WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мо               /Φ ²ƛŜƴŜƪŜ             ϝ YΦ ²ŜōŜǊΣ {Φ {ǳǊŀƴΣ [Φ ²ƛŜƴŜƪŜ          ¦Υ  !Φ ²ŜōōŜǊΣ .Φ ²ŜōōŜǊ 

{ǳƴŘŀȅ млΥол ŀƳ                          !Φ IƻƭǎǘǊƻƳΣ ψψψψψψψψψ                       DΥ  9Φ ½ǳǊƛǘŀΣ t IŀǳƎƘ 

                                                                                   !ƭǘŀǊ {ŜǊǾŜǊΥ  LǎŀōŜƭ 

wh9  ±{  ²!59  a9ahwL![  ϧ  a!w/I  Chw  [LC9  !¢  tLhb995  /h¦w¢Ih¦{9  {v¦!w9  Lb  thw¢[!b5 

{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мфΣ нлмф ŀǘ нΥол ǇƳ 
CǊŜŜ ōǳǎ ǊƛŘŜ ǘƻ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ {ǘΦ /ȅǊƛƭΩǎ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ŀǘ мΥол ŀƴŘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ŀǘ пΥол 

{ǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ ōȅ YƴƛƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ /ƻƭǳƳōǳǎ ŀƴŘ wƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ [ƛŦŜ 
 

¢Ƙƛǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ ōȅ hǊŜƎƻƴ wƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ [ƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ tǊƻ-[ƛŦŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴǎΦ {ƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ   
{ǳǇǊŜƳŜ /ƻǳǊǘΩǎ 5ŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ wƻŜ Ǿǎ ²ŀŘŜ ƛƴ мфто ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭŜƎŀƭƛȊŜŘ ŀōƻǊǝƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ hǊŜƎƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ƻƴƭȅ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀōƻǊǝƻƴ ƛǎ ƭŜƎŀƭ ǳƴǝƭ ǘƘŜ ōƛǊǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŀōȅΦ  ²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ƳŀƪŜ ŀƴ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ōȅ ƻǳǊ ŀŎǝƻƴǎΣ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƴƎ ƻǳǊ 
ǇŜŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǝƴƎ ƛƴ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ пл 5ŀȅǎ ŦƻǊ [ƛŦŜΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǇŜŀŎŜŦǳƭ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ 
ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƭƻǎǘ ǘƻ ŀōƻǊǝƻƴΦ tƻǇŜ CǊŀƴŎƛǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ōƛǎƘƻǇǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǇƻƪŜƴ ƛƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǎŀǾƛƴƎ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ 
ŀōƻǊǝƻƴ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦ  ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ YƴƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ tǊƻ-[ƛŦŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀǎ ǿŜ ŀǧŜƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ 

wŀŎƘŜƭΩǎ ±ƛƴŜȅŀǊŘ wŜǘǊŜŀǘ   

²ƛƴǘŜǊ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅǎ ŀǊŜ ǘǊŀŘƛǝƻƴŀƭƭȅ ŀ ǝƳŜ ƻŦ ǊŜƅŜŎǝƻƴΦ  ¢ƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƻǎǘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƻ 

ŀōƻǊǝƻƴ ŀǊŜ  ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǎǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎǊŜǘǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƛŦ-ƻƴƭȅǎΦ  5ŜŎƛŘŜ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǝƳŜ ŦƻǊ 

ƘƻǇŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀƭƛƴƎΦ  ²Ƙȅ ǿŀƛǘ ŀƴȅ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǘƻ ƘŜŀƭΚ  tǊƻƧŜŎǘ !ǳǊƻǊŀ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ wŀŎƘŜƭΩǎ 

±ƛƴŜȅŀǊŘ ǊŜǘǊŜŀǘǎ ƻƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ  мр-мт ƛƴ tƻǊǘƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ aŀǊŎƘ мр-мт ƛƴ aŜŘŦƻǊŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ     

ǊŜǘǊŜŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǎŀŦŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴŀǘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΗ CƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΦ         

CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΣ Ŏŀƭƭ рпм-фпн-нусм ƻǊ ŜƳŀƛƭ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ!ǳǊƻǊŀϪŀƻƭΦŎƻƳΦ  

hǊ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜǎΥ ǿǿǿΦtǊƻƧŜŎǘ-!ǳǊƻǊŀΦƻǊƎΦ ƻǊ ǿǿǿΦǊŀŎƘŜƭǎǾƛƴŜȅŀǊŘΦƻǊƎΦ 



   WŀƴǳŀǊȅ сΣ нлмф                                                                                                                            tŀƎŜ п 

 {ŀƛƴǘ ±ƛƴŎŜƴǘ ŘŜ tŀǳƭ 

²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊ нт /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ōƻȄŜǎ ǘƻ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŀǊŜŀ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ōŜŦƻǊŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ōƻȄŜǎ        
ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŦƻƻŘΣ ǘƻƛƭŜǘǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƎƛƊ ŎŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ hǳǊ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ {ǘΦ /ȅǊƛƭ  ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ 
ϷоΣоллΦлл ƛƴ ƎƛƊ ŎŀǊŘǎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΗ ¢ƘŜ YƴƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ /ƻƭǳƳōǳǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ƧŀŎƪŜǘǎΦ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ             
ǇŀǊƛǎƘƛƻƴŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ŦƻƻŘ ōƻȄŜǎΦ   ²Ŝ Ŏŀƴϥǘ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ŦƻǊ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ  ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ōȅ 
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Following the Seekers    January 6, 2019                                                                

 What would happen if a group of Romanian Gypsies or Afghan Muslims showed up at the parish or     

chancery, announcing that they had come to find the reformer who was about to make our church into what it 

ought to be? Our answer depends partly on where we position ourselves and how much the current state of 

affairs benefits, disturbs or disfavors us. No matter our starting point, we might find it a little disconcerting that the visitors have come from 

another culture and faith tradition. Happily, the minute they admit that they got here by following a star, a good number of us would heave a 

sigh of relief and write them off as migrating citizens from a funny farm.  The Gospel of Matthew tells us that when a similar group showed 

up in Jerusalem around the year 6 B.C.E., King Herod and the religious leaders took them rather seriously. The travelers got their attention 

by using the ñK-word.ò (King word) 

 The visitors said they were seeking a newborn whom they called the King of the Jews.   Everybody familiar with their Bible stories 

knows that a king chosen by God can cause the reigning establishment a lot of trouble. So with a great show of religiosity, Herod gathered 

the theologians to help the pilgrim band understand where the prophets said the savior would be born. As luck would have it, their         

wandering star coincided with the ancient prophecies, and the Magi soon found the child and his mother.  Recognizing Godôs presence in 

him, they offered him homage and gave him gifts that represented their hearts. Then, as sensitive to dreams as to astral signs, they    

avoided Herod and his kind, went home, never again to appear in Christian history. 

 What would Matthew want us to take away from this story in his Gospel? Some elements are easily discernable. One obvious        

component of the story is that Godôs presence can be discovered through creation: The star at Jesusô birth was the counterpoint to the 

darkness that came over the land at his death. It was a sign that although Godôs light may seem faint, it can never be snuffed out. Then 

there is the irony that strangers were willing to go to great lengths to encounter Emmanuel, while the religious leaders of the chosen people 

were content with their theology and a Temple practice they had learned to manage. 

 The religious leaders of the day had forged an uneasy alliance with their Roman overlords. As long as they didnôt make waves, they 

were allowed to keep the Temple running. Their ritual service gave them a living and did nothing to disturb the peace. Apparently, the 

priests and scribes had led their people to settle for formalism, counting on the idea that offering the right sacrifices would appease God just 

as their taxes satisfied Caesar. When the restless Magi appeared and King Herod asked the leaders to explain what their Scriptures     

foretold about a messiah, the chief priests and scribes could cite chapter and verse, all while remaining complacent, unaffected and       

incurious. That was their first step toward not only massively missing the point, but also developing a specialty of trying to thwart what God 

had begun to do through the newborn Jesus. 

 Today, the story of the Magi combines with our reading from Isaiah to remind us that Emmanuel is still waiting to be discovered in what 

we might think are the most unlikely places and by the most unlikely people. It is highly improbable that a band of gypsies or a group of 

Muslims is going to show up at our doors. At the same time, there are serious seekers, contemporary magi, all around us. They are young 

people who are consciously hungry for a spiritual nourishment that they have not found in our churches and catechism.  They are women, 

young and old, who feel they have been treated like unwelcome outsiders when they come to the temple to offer their gifts. They are the 

more than 10 percent of the U.S. population who identify as ñformer Catholics,ò not necessarily because they lack faith, but because 

they have been injured, feel rejected or believe that the church has so betrayed her vocation that their conscience does not 

al- low them to participate in it. These are the people whose sincere seeking, like that of the Magi, can be a wake-up call to 

those practicing in the church.  As we begin our new year, todayôs liturgy urges us to listen to the seekers who want more 

than they have found in conventional religion. Their searching reminds us that God is bigger than any ritual or tradition 

and is always waiting to encounter us anew, somewhere beyond our expectations. 

Mary M. McGlone, CSJ, Celebration Publications 
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MARRIED ?   DATING ?  JUST  MET  SOMEONE ? 

The Christmas Season is not quite over.  Give the gift of spending some quality time together by attending the 

WORLDWIDE  MARRIAGE  ENCOUNTER  REGION  13  WINTER DREAMS  DANCE  

on Saturday, January 19th, 2019 at 6pm at the Monarch Hotel in Clackamas, Oregon.   

Tickets include a 3-course dinner, a photograph special keepsake,  

and a live band so you can dance the night away! 

 

Special room rates are available if you wish to stay overnight. 

 Learn more at wwww.winterdreamsdance.com or call 360-601-7238.  

For more information at WWME or apply for one of our weekend retreats 
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                       The Epiphany of the LordñJan. 6th 
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