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The First Sunday of Lent
March 10, 2019
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The First Sunday of Lent
March 10, 2019

Entering the Struggle : g
As we begin Lent, Luke tells us a story in which the challenge of tempting Jesus makes the devil so degperate
imitates Jesus and quotes Scripture to induce him to betray his identity and vocation. Granted, the devilheadpxicacsted
es before resorting to mimicking his adversary. Butieiegdeasln hi s obj ecti ve, prechestod| ¢
wisdominala$ti t ch attempt to trip up Jesus. Us i n g néthing bachcad 1
happen to you, right? So prove it! Play superman and take a single bound off our tallest building! | wantftihese the: resy
angels | wused to fly with!o Jesus answer ed a s whytewash ad
true: AYou shall not put the Lord, your God, drkwithtlobe
generated Jobds own growth in wisdom and hol i nelftne.. W
Adam and Eve had been an easy practice round, but his work with them did set the ball rolling for a higfanddyiegiousy,
the death and destruction those inevitably lead to. But confronting Jesus was the real deal. Now eveegihet)foretioenil |
sands of years was coming to a head. Thi s wo @hkking Stnef t
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God. Demoting the concept of sonship to the level of aristocratic entitlement, he suggested that Jesus shentisfieever have an

PN

appetite. Jesusd response doesndét deny human higuimlgee r s
even more important than bread. When he coul wen Bdw, hent

wasndt talking to Adam who wanted to taste an kganste b
domi nati on by quoting the Devilds claim to htevdetvhhd 65

control, Jesus replies that he believes in an entirely different sort of power, and that He will dedicads dirimsiétothetithmean)

God. That consecration will be such as source of power and freedom that nothing else will ever entice him to accept le
The Devil s temptations were diabolical becauseath
pursuing a natural good deteriorated into a perversion of the human vocation to love God and neighbor. Metemptasios r
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to turn stones to bread, he rejected both the opportunity to devote his power to his own satisfaction antieheimgpuisiho feed

out converting, and thereby saving, those who tlwanduo- t
spect for humankind. Like God, he sought to increase human freedom as the only atmosphere in which reashlove can g
round, using the Temple itself as a prop, the Devil used a quote from Psalm 91 to undermine the very puveosetofHisaye,
suggestion was that Jesus should attempt t o ma rGodexpresa-t
es |l ove on divine terms not according to a puny fmmhisman
identity as Godds beloved, fully human son. Tihhes life asmp
they are in our own. The scene in the dessert reminds us that the powers of evil never tire of offerind area, \atiyacto/e
fulfill our real human needs for sustenaregyrssKion and genuine relationship with God and others. The Sontofébtel chos
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into the struggle. Lent is our annual opportunity to do the same. Mary M. McGlone, CSJ, Celebration Publicatibns
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40 Cans or 25c per day
($10) during Lent
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May He Rest In Peace
G. Stuart Spence, Jr.

Brother of Dick Spence
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