The Priesthood of the Faithful
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, that you may
declare the wonderful deeds of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.
Once you were no people but now you are God’s people. ~ 1 Peter 2:9-10
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one saving mission of the whole Church. All members of the Church are united in this one mission commanded by Jesus Christ to the apostles: “All authority in Heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you; and lo, I
am with you always, to the close of the age” (Mt 28:18-20).
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Though a large part of the Jewish people did not
recognize the Messiah, the Bible tells us that they are
still beloved because of God’s irrevocable covenant
with them (see Rom 11:28-29; CCC 839). In addition, Jesus will only return after he has been recognized by “all Israel” (Rom 11:25-27; see also Mt
23:37-39; CCC 674). As Christians, we are to draw
all people back to God and to pray that Israel may be
reunited with her Messiah in the Church.
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The Three Goals of the Lay Apostolate
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The Spiritual Life of the Laity
boldly and without fear (see Acts 2; Eph 6:19-20).
The call to evangelize is one that must not be avoidThe laity must place top priority on their own
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Let us ask the Lord to bless all our efforts in the aposThe third goal is that of charitable works and sotolate. And as we come to the table of the Lord’s Body
cial aid. Christian charity calls us to reach out to
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wealth of guidance and wisdom in this area.
2038, 2820, 2822)
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