“All of us can cooperate as instruments of God for the care of creation, each according to
his or her own culture, experience, involvements and talents.”

EARTH DAY 2020

– Pope Francis, Laudato Si, paragraph 14

Revised Participant Program Guide

As part of your family’s celebration of Earth Day and the 5th Anniversary of Pope Francis’
encyclical letter, Laudato Si, we invite you to make a pledge of how you will care for God’s
This program was originally created to be used by a parish, school, youth group, university, religious
creation
in 2020. Use the ideas below, or think of your own, and then write down your pledge
community, or other group that is interested in exploring how we as Catholics can respond to the call
for 2020.
for urgent action on climate. Given recent world events, and the need for social distancing and in some
places, imposed quarantines, we have revised it so that you can use it individually, or with your family.
We know that these are challenging times and we pray alongside you for God’s grace and strength.
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In this hour-long program, you will have an opportunity to pray, learn, discuss, and take concrete actions,
2. Learn.
Read Laudato Si, another book about environmental issues, or watch a documentary
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Earth Day program focuses on the urgent need for climate action. It is designed to help the U.S. Catholic
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Re-use, re-purpose, and recycle what you can.

Laudato Si’ Anniversary: This year also marks the fifth anniversary of Pope Francis’ encyclical letter,
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on the world to “dialogue about how we are shaping the future of our planet”. This program is a critical
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10. Invest in a reusable water bottle. And stop using plastic ones.

OPENING PRAYER (1 MINUTE)

11. Do not waste. Only purchase the food you need, use all that you have, and eat leftovers.
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Through your Church, you call us to listen, to learn, to reflect and to act.

15. Support
movements and advocate. Join a movement, urge elected officials to work for a
Give us a deep sense of our place in this web of Creation.
sustainable
future
to your family
God’s
Give us the wisdom
of and
mind talk
and generosity
of heart about
to seek caring
your willfor
in the
worldcreation.
today.
Inspire us to respond to the call to live in solidarity with all of your Creation,
so that the Earth, and all children of God might live in dignity and peace.
Amen
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