


Mass Intentions

Monday, December 14
8:00 am fPete Petit
By family
Tuesday, December 15
8:00 am tMarion Keller Beckway
By Ed Keller
8:30 am Adoration/Confession
Wednesday, December 16
8:00 am The conversion of human traffic providers
By Msgr. Dzielak
Thursday, December 17
8:00 am TtPete Petit
By family
Friday, December 18
8:00 am TCarol Fabrizius
By Mary Campbell
Saturday, December 19
4:00 pm fTCarlton Wiese
By the Juns, Klug, & Kralka families
Sunday, December 20
9:30 am The people of SS Peter & Paul and St. Mary

Diocesan Appeal Goal: $13, 605.00
Pledged Amount $11,900.00
Paid to Date $11,340.00
Actual Shortfall $2,265.00

Thank you for your donation to the Diocesan
Appeal. Please make your donation online at
www.rockforddiocese.org/donate or place your
envelope in the collection basket or mail in.

2020 DIOCESAN APPEAL

DIOCESE OF ROCKFORD

For Those In Need of Our Prayers

Frank Aleman
Kathryn Andree
Bill Boschini
Ellen Bavaro
Ron Bergsma
Alyssa Braun
Lisa Braun
Diane Brown
Stacy Condon
Dorothy Conrad
Robert Del Rosario
Don Faber

Lori Faber
Pamm Fabrizius
Tracy Frericks
Barb Geisen
Karen Gorenz
Nick Hankes
Caroline Ho
Dick Hopkins
Alyssa John

Maryann Kaminski
Ed Keller

Jack Kramer
Patricia Kruzich
Maureen Lindhorst
Gloria Martin
Roger Martin
Lucia Martinez
Andrea Monachello
Victor Newn
Sandy Petit

Carol Plating

Pat Probst

Terri Raffe

Peter Ryterske
Becky Smith

Alan Svihla

Mary Tarchala
Sara Wagus

If you would like to add or remove someone from the
prayer list please call the parish office at 630/365-

6618.

The Blessed Mother Candle will burn for our

parents.

The Sanctuary Candle will burn for the forgotten

souls in purgatory.

Sunday Offering
Weekly Offering $2,147.00
Loose Offering $71.00
Fuel Offering $175.00
Christmas Flowers $100.00
Total $2,493.00
Needed Weekly Average $4.000.00
+or (-) Amount Needed $-2,093.00
Needed Monthly Average $16,000.00
Fiscal year Shortfall to-date $-44,722.60

Ministry Schedule

Saturday 4:00 pm
Dec. 19, 2020

Sunday 9:30 am
Dec 20, 2020

Greeter One: NEED Greeter One: Renee Medernach
Greeter Two: NEED Greeter Two: Margaret Medernach
Lector: Beatrice Newn Lector: Frank Murray

Usher One: NEED Usher One:  Nick Hankes

Usher Two: NEED Usher Two: NEED

Mass on Sunday, December 13th will be livestreamed from St. Mary, Maple Park on Facebook at 8§ AM.




THE LION’S ROAR

When I asked a classmate priest what in his experience draws people to Reconciliation, |
he mentioned two things. First, he said preach it often. It is possible that very few people in our |
church come to Confession because you rarely hear about it. That is my fault. I ought to be ﬁvx .
talking Confession repeatedly. Out of sight, out of mind. Out of hearing, out of consciousness.

It is desolating when our church has multiple times for Confession and rarely do you come.
“Father, have you heard of the virus?” you might say. The sacrament is provided safely. And if
the schedule does not suit yours, you only need to inform me. I cannot read minds.

Another thing my classmate mentioned to draw sinners to Confession is to speak of the benefits of
good confession. For confession to be good, you need to prepare through the examination of conscience. There
are brochures and even apps that can help you get ready. The Catechism (1451-1460) speaks of 1) contrition,
perfect and imperfect, which means being terribly sorry for your sins. 2) Confession meaning honest disclosure
of all sins. And 3) satisfaction as the effort to repair the harm done. This is also known as “penance.”

Next week we will investigate the benefits of going to Reconciliation. It is worthwhile Catholic prac-
tice to receive the sacrament of Confession. “Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths.”

- Fr. Ariel Valencia

YOU HAVE MADE US FOR YOURSELF, O GOD, AND OUR HEARTS ARE RESTLESS UNTIL THEY REST IN YOU
[St Augustine, THE CONFESSIONS] December 13, 2020 — Third Sunday of Advent

During the past week we celebrated two special feasts dedicated to Mary, our Blessed Moth-
er: the Feast of the Immaculate Conception on December 8 and the Feast of Our Lady of Gua-
dalupe on December 12. These two feasts are important because they remind us of God’s
plan for the salvation of the human race, both at the beginning of the incarnation of the Son of
God, and the flowing out of grace through the ages as a result of His incarnation.

The Immaculate Concepcion is the beginning of God’s separation of His people from the con-
sequences of original sin. As the Church teaches, every human born of woman comes into
the world with the stain of original sin — except two, or perhaps three if it is true that John the
Baptist was freed from original sin when he moved in the womb of Elizabeth when she came
into contact with Jesus in the womb of Mary at the time of the visitation. This is a theory found in the history of
the Church.

The Church teaches that Mary was redeemed from original sin at the time of her conception in the womb
of her mother. Jesus would have no contact with original sin at the time of His conception and birth. It was
God breaking the connection because the Son of God could never be under the influence of original sin. The
Church says it was entirely fitting that this happened to Mary.

The appearance of Mary in Mexico in 1531 to St Juan Diego is credited for the coming together of the
Spanish colonists and the indigenous people of Mexico and eventually for most of South America. There was
conflict between the “old world” Europeans who came to the Americas and the “new world” indigenous peo-
ple, and we know the many abuses brought by the newcomers. The appearance of Mary and the subsequent
building of the church she was reported to have requested to be built made a huge change in the situation. It
led to thousands of indigenous people embracing Christianity and a blending of the two cultures.

| find it significant that it happened during the time of the Protestant rejection of traditional Christianity,
which began in 1517 (just 14 years before the incidents at Guadalupe). While European Christianity was
splitting into multiple views of Christianity, a tremendous upsurge of Catholicism was taking place in Mexico, a
new birth of the Church anchored in the story of the appearance of Mary to Juan Diego.

These two feasts are appropriate as we move closer to the celebration of the birth of Jesus into the hu-
man community. As the Church consistently teaches, all the many reported appearances of Mary have the
same purpose: to lead us to Jesus Christ, the Savior. It's never just about devotion to Mary; that would be
idolatry. It’'s always about Mary, whom Jesus gave us as Mother of the Church, and who points us to her be-
loved Son and our Savior. This is her mission and her joy. It's why we rightfully celebrate feasts in her honor.
-Msgr. Tom Dzielak




PARISH NEWS

Winter Coat Drive to benefit the Community ®> We can now have up to 50 parish- An Act of Spiritual
Crisis Center of Elgin. Q.) ioners for Mass! Please arrive 15 Communion
The CCC helps families in domestic violence mins early for registration. My Jesus, I believe that

All those attending Mass must ad- v, are present in the Most
here to the requirements of social
distancing and wearing of masks.
Proper sanitation before and after

situations and the homeless in the greater El-
gin area. Wanted winter coats in good used
condition or new for men/women ( large and x-large )

Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,

especially and children’s. Also hats, gloves and scarves | \ass will take place. and I desire to receive You

and blankets are needed. Please put in the bin at the back | Al vulnerable individuals with into my soul. Since I cannot

of church through the month of December. Thank you underlying health conditions, com-  at this moment receive You

for your support. promised immune systems, and sacramentally, come at
anyone feeling sick are asked to least spiritually into my
please stay home. heart.

COVID-19 Reporting: I embrace You as if You
When you have received a were already there and
COVID-19 diagnosis, we en- ynite myself
courage you to call the parish wholly to
office and talk with Fr. Ariel. you.

Your privacy will be respect- Never permit [
ed. Reporting a positive diagno- me to be sep-
sis will protect fellow parish- arated from
ioners who may have attended You.

the same Mass. Amen.

12/13 Mary Hindenburg ii oio Va“
12/15 Cheryl Reyes

12/18 Maureen Quinn BlR"‘lDAYS

BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS THIS WEEK

! Guidelines will be followed: facial coverings are required & social distancing
*Church seating is limited. When capacity is reached, seating will

s be in the parish center where it will be livestreamed Christmas Eve, 4:00pm only
: This Mass will also be livestreamed on our SS Peter & Paul Facebook videos

: page.

: SS PP Church:

: Christmas Eve Mass* *December 24th— 4:00pm  The Elburn Food P N

: Christmas Midnight Mass December 25th-12:00pm Midnight 3. enon u:ish(:fﬂe i::r;rsy ;Igzs:a Food Pantry
: Christmas Morning Mass December 25th-7:30am & 9:30am 3 P )

:place the items in the back of

: Anticipated Mass for the : church. Thank you!

: Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God December 31st—4:00pm
: Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God January 1st-9:30am

St. Mary of the Assumption, MP: (& Letters e
: Christmas Eve Mass December 24th— 4:00pm
: Christmas Morning Mass December 25th-8:00am &10:00am from Heaven

: Anticipated Mass for the
: Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God December 31st—4:00pm
: Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God January 1st-8:00am

Start with the letter in the shaded square. Draw a path
from letter to letter to complete the Biblical statement. Move
one square at a time, up, down, right, left and diagonally
: . .. until all letters are used once. Ignore any black squares.
: Advent Confession Opportunities

: “Prepare the way of the Lord; make straight His paths.”
: Tuesday 8:30am to 9:30am

§Wednesday 11:00am to 12:00pm

John the Baptist said, “l am the voice of one
crying out in the desert, make straight ...

© 2020 International Puzzle Features

: Saturday 11:00am to 12:00pm CL> E ? (F)
: December 21, Monday 10:00am-12:00pm;6:00pm-8:00pm iﬁ va Z

Excerpt from the NAB © 2010, 1991, 1970, CCD

: December 22, Tuesday 10:00am-12:00pm;6:00pm-8:00pm
: December 23, Wednesday 10:00am-12:00pm;6:00pm-8:00pm

I__ ____.17

; Answer: puoy ay1 fo hom oy




JOHN THE BAPTIST

At a school open house a woman could be over-
heard introducing her husband to some of the other par-
ents. “Oh, Bill, I’d like you to meet Johnny’s father.
And over here, this is Marie’s mom; you know, the lit-
tle girl from our Ellen’s soccer team.”

With satisfied resignation Bill introduced himself
not by name: “I’m Ellen’s Dad.”

It’s good to know who you are. Be it someone’s fa-
ther or mother, son or daughter, husband or wife, it’s
important to embrace the full meaning of our various
roles.

John the Baptist knows who he is. And who he is
not. He is not the Christ. Nor Elijah. Nor like any other
prophet God’s people had ever seen.

John the Baptist knows his mission is divine. He’s
more than satisfied to be the one to announce the coming
of God’s reign. The Christ is near. Make straight your

paths.

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a; Ps 25:4-5ab, 6, 7bc-9;
Mt 21:23-27

Tuesday: Zep 3:1-2,9-13; Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18, 19,

23; Mt 21:28-32
Wednesday: Is 45:6b-8, 18, 21c-25; Ps 85:9ab, 10-14;

Lk 7:18b-23
Thursday: Gn 49:2, 8-10; Ps 72:1-4ab, 7-8, 17,
Mt 1:1-17
Friday: Jer 23:5-8; Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19;
Mt 1:18-25
Saturday:  Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a;
Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17; Lk 1:5-25
Sunday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-5, 27,
29; Rom 16:25-27; Lk 1:26-38
FEAST OF FAITH
The Shape of the Mass

In the renewal of the liturgy that followed the Second
Vatican Council, the full, conscious, and active participa-
tion of the assembly was the primary consideration. By par-
ticipation, the Council Fathers did not mean just joining in
the singing and the spoken responses, but active engage-
ment and prayerful understanding of the rites. They envi-
sioned a transparent liturgy, a worship that spoke so directly
to the hearts and minds of the faithful that it would require
no explanation at all.

The liturgy itself is the best possible catechesis on the
liturgy. What does the liturgy teach us? It shows us the min-
istry of Jesus continuing in the present. He gathers a com-
munity. He calls us to prayer and repentance and praise. He
teaches us with the very word of God. He does not send us
away empty, but sets before us a marvelous banquet, feed-
ing us with his very body and blood. Then he sends us forth
to do what he has done—to give ourselves for others, not
just in words, but in deeds. The Mass is the pattern of our

Christian lives.
—Corinna Laughlin, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

ACC STUDENTS NEED YOU

#2000

The LARGEST day of giving will be Dec.1,2020

Gondl: 7,325

Tuition for non-supporting parish family

COVID Emergency Relief Fund

worldwide
marriage
encounter

UND THE DIOCESE

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER HAS
GONE VIRTUAL. ‘I am the voice of one crying out
in the desert, ‘make straight the way of the Lord."”
<C Whose voice are you listening to the world or God.
Invite God into your marriage by going on an upcom-
(/) ing virtual Worldwide Marriage Encounter from the
F comfort of your home. There is a virtual experience
Z Jan. 12 to Feb 2, in a series of two sessions per
week for three weeks of roughly 2 hours each or an
a4 experience during Lent, February 18 - March 31
once per week.
[1) For more info go to: alifetimeoflove.org or call
(888) 574-5653.

“O St. Bakhita, assist all those who are trapped in a
state of slavery;

Intercede with God on their behalf so
that they will be released from their
chains of captivity.

Those whom man enslaves, let God set
free.”

USCCB, “Prayer to St. Josephine Bakhita”




