ST. PETER PARISH PILGRIMAGE
Dates: Jul 21 - Aug 01, 2020 (12 days)

Passion Play: Germany
Germany, Switzerland, and France
Cologne • Trier • Deidesheim • Strasbourg • Constance • Fussen •
Munich

THIS PRICE INCLUDES AIRFARE FROM ANYWHERE IN THE U.S.
COST: $5,999.00
To register: Go to www.proximotravel.com
FOR all that are seriously thinking about this trip, it is URGENT to sign up
quickly as all the performances for the Passion Play are selling out very fast.
See more information about The Oberammergau Passion Play
on next page
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The Oberammergau Passion Play is performed in an open-air stage in the Bavarian
town of Oberammergau, Germany. The Passion Play is performed every 10 years. This
will be the 42nd production of the world renowned Play. The next time you can see it will
be May through October 2020.

About the Oberammergau Passion Play
A play of life and death, promised in a moment of mortal
threat, and so began the history of the Oberammergau
Passion Play in 1633. In the midst of the horror of the 30
years’ war, the dreaded plague swept across Europe. High in
the Bavarian Alps, the citizens of Oberammergau attempted to
seal themselves off from the outside world. When a homesick
young man sneaked into the village and brought the pestilence with him, 84 residents
died within 3 weeks. In desperation, the town council made a solemn vow that if God
would stop the plague, out of gratitude, they would present a play depicting the life and
suffering of Christ for the duration of their existence. Miraculously, the plague took no
more lives in the town. True to their word, the villagers performed their first play in 1634,
and have continued to do so to this day.

The first Passion Play performance was held over the graves of the Black Death
victims. This location was used until 1820. Not until 1820
was a stage constructed at the site of the present-day
Passion Play Theatre. In 1820, a reconstructions was
carried out. The structure at this time consisted of six steel
arch supports. By 1930, the new construction of the open-air
stage was completed by Georg Johann Lang and Raimund
Lang. The original seat consisting of simple rows of benches
were replaced by theatre seating and now offered a seating
capacity of 5,200. In 1999, 15 million dollars were spent on upgrades such as making
the facility wheelchair accessible, as well as new fire prevention measures and stage
techniques were modernized. The newly renovated theatre, with its 4,720 covered
seats, now offers a world-wide audience maximum comfort and safety.
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The Passion Play is performed every 10 years in the city of
Oberammergau, Germany. The play takes place out doors
where the sky and mountains are the back drop. A
wonderful spectacle of pageantry. World renown for the
costumes and music presentation. Now, more than 2,000
citizens make up the actors, singers, instrumentalists and
stage technicians that bring the play to life in
approximately six hours of playing time. The year 2020
marks the 42nd time the story will be presented in Oberammergau. The play comprises
spoken dramatic text, musical and choral accompaniment and tableaux vivants. The
tableaux vivants are scenes from the Old Testament depicted for the audience by
motionless actors accompanied by verbal description. These scenes are the basis for
the relationship between the Old and New Testament, of the play. They include a scene
of the brothers selling Joseph into slavery in Egypt, and Moses raising up the bronze
serpent in the wilderness. The remainder of the performance is a dramatic presentation
depicting the Passion of Christ: the trial, suffering and death of Jesus Christ.
Although the play is in German, you won’t have an issue understanding what is
happening during the play, and the music is powerful. The music was written back in
1779 by Rochus Dedler. The music has influences of Mozart and Haydn. Some have
compared it to being as romantic and expressive as pieces by Schubert or Weber.
Although there have been slight adaptations over the years, it is still based on the
original score. There is both an orchestra made up of 60 musicians and a choir which
help bring all of the emotion and scenes to live.

Trip Includes












Flights from anywhere in the United States and flights between countries as per
your itinerary (all necessary flights on your trip are included).
Daily Mass will be scheduled.
Airport Taxes, Security Fees & Fuel Surcharges Saving you an average of $400$600!
Transfers as per itinerary.
4 or 5 star hotels in downtown areas.
Transportation with luxury bus.
All breakfasts and all dinners.
All tips to driver, hotel, and tour guide. If you feel that the tour guide did a great
job, offering them extra tips is greatly appreciated.
Guided Tours and Tour Fees ~ Our tour guides are very caring, licensed, and
well educated. Many of our guides have their PhD's.
Luggage handling (1 suitcase and 1 carry-on per person).
Single Supplement (as long as the passengers is willing to room with someone
and allows us to provide them with a roommate. If the passenger wants a
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guaranteed room to of their own, then they have to pay the $1,200.00 single
supplement)
Remember: Our trips are not more expensive during high season ~ Passengers
will never be expected to pay extra for anything while on the trip.

Trip Does Not Include



Lunch
Trip Insurance. Work directly with Travel Guard to protect your investment and
insure your money. There are different packages to choose from depending on
what your travel needs are. Use the above link or the link right below the picture
of the Pope on our home page to visit their site.

Steps For Registration
1. Call us (855) 842-8001 or register online with a credit card and pay your $500
deposit per person to save your spot. The $500 deposit is part of the total price of
the trip
2. A $1,000 Airfare Deposit (AD) per person is due one month from the registration.
The AD is paid ONLY in the form of Check (personal, money order, or bank
check)
3. The balance is due 7 months before the trip departure date. The balance is paid
ONLY in the form of Check (personal, money order, or bank check).

Mail all checks and correspondence to:
Proximo Travel
PO Box 561
Auburn, MA 01501
NOTE: If you sign up for a trip within 7 months of the departure date, you pay the
deposit of $500 with a credit card and the balance is required to be overnighted in the
form of a personal check, money order or bank check.
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Trip Itinerary
Day 1: Fly to Frankfurt or Cologne Germany
Day 2: Upon arrival we meet our tour guide and driver who will accompany our group
throughout. We board our private deluxe motor coach and drive to Cologne. We start
our journey with a walking tour through the Old Town and the visit the vast, towered
Gothic Cathedral of St. Peter & Mary. The Cathedral is a World Heritage Site, described
by UNESCO as an "exceptional work of human creative genius." Construction of the
Cathedral began in 1248 and took, with interruptions, until 1880 to complete – a period
of over six hundred years. This unique church houses the golden Shrine of the Three
Magi the priceless treasure is exhibited in the historic vaulted chamber dating back to
the 13th century. We will celebrate Mass, then check in to our hotel for dinner and
overnight in Cologne.
Day 3: Following breakfast, we board the coach for a short drive to Aachen (Aix-laChapelle), nearby the Dutch border, and visit the city where Roman emperors were
crowned in from 813 to 1531. We visit the world-renowned Cathedral of Aachen – a
"must see" for everyone visiting Germany. The Cathedral is home to many sacred
objects and it welcomes millions of pilgrims and visitors each year. Visit Charlemagne's
tomb and the relics he received from the patriarch of Jerusalem in 799. "The Great
Aachen Relics" are in the Charlemagne Shrine, wrapped in silk cloths, opened to public
every seven years. We also see the Cathedral Treasury, Shrine of Our Lady, Shrine of
Charlemagne and his Throne. We board the coach and ride to the German-Belgium
border and continue on to Banneux. Here, the family Beco used to live under very poor
circumstances. It is recorded that between January and March 1933, the Blessed
Mother Maria appeared eight times to the 12 year old daughter Mariette. We visit the
Holy sites and celebrate the Holy Mass. We return to Germany and travel through the
romantic valley of Moselle river to reach the oldest German town for dinner and
overnight in Trier.
Day 4: After breakfast, we have a city tour. Trier was founded by the Romans 16 BC.
We see the Porta Nigra, the largest Roman city gate north of the Alps and UNESCO
World Heritage site, the ruins of the Roman Imperial palace and the roman thermae. We
visit the Cathedral of Trier, the oldest church in Germany and home of the bishop for
more than 1700 years. We celebrate the Holy Mass. We continue to one the most
beautiful German wine destinations - the Southern Wine Road and enjoy in the evening
a wine tasting with a sample of the best German wines. Overnight in Deidesheim.
Day 5: This morning, we drive to nearby Worms and visit St. Peter's Cathedral, one of
the most exquisite examples of Romanesque architecture. It is closely related to the
name of Bishop Burchard of Worms and to the city's heyday in the 12th and 13th
centuries. The Cathedral was the scene of several milestones of European history. In
1048, Bruno of Egisheim-Dagsburg was elected Pope Leo IX here; in 1122, the
Concordate of Worms ended the Investiture Contest, the struggle for supremacy
between the emperor and the Church; and in 1521, Martin Luther was summoned by
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emperor Charles V to recant his teachings before the Diet of Worms, a historic
assembly that was to change the history of Christianity. We also visit Europe's oldest
Jewish cemetery, the Holy Sands before continuing on to Mainz. We visit the birthplace
of printing, the Gutenberg Museum. The evolution of printing is documented, and
Gutenberg's first Bible is on display, also the world's tiniest Bible. Jon Gooseflesh,
better known as Johannes Gutenberg is considered to be the most important individual
contributor of the Second Millennium. Then we tour St. Martin's Cathedral, built in the
8th century and towering in all its might and grandeur over the city. Seven king's
coronations took place in the course of the centuries in the Mainz cathedral. If time is
still available visit St. Stephen's Church, famous for its marvelous Chagall. We celebrate
the Holy Mass. We return to our hotel for dinner and overnight in Deidesheim.
Day 6: This morning, we drive south along Southern Wine Road and enter France to
visit Strasbourg. The city is home of the European Parliament and capital of the region
Alsace. We tour the Cathedral of Strasbourg with the Astronomical clock and celebrate
the Holy Mass, the city center as well as the historic “La Petite France” quarter. Time at
leisure to explore the city, have a coffee break in one of the lovely cafes or try the
splendid French cuisine. Dinner and overnight in Strasbourg area.
Day 7: Today, we enjoy the scenic and magic landscapes of South Germany. We travel
back through the story-book magical Black Forest which is famous for its Black Forest
maids, Black Forest farms, Black Forest gateau, Bollenhut hats, and cuckoo clocks.
Stop in Triberg where we will have time for lunch and some shopping. In the afternoon
we continue on to Constance area, situated on the shore of Germany's largest lake, the
Lake of Constance. This picturesque lake includes countless parks, gardens and is the
natural habitat of rare animals and plants. We drive across a dam that connects the
mainland directly into paradise - and on to the Peninsula of Reichenau. The monastic
island is an outstanding testament to the religious and cultural role of a great
Benedictine monastery in the Middle Ages. The Benedictine Abbey had been a spiritual
and cultural center of the Holy Roman Empire over 3 centuries. We visit St. George
Church with its outstanding meticulously restored Romanesque wall paintings. We also
celebrate the Holy Mass. Dinner and overnight in the Constance area.
Day 8: This morning, we visit nearby St. Gallen in Switzerland. The Abbey of Saint Gall
is a religious complex within the city. The Carolingian-era Abbey has existed since 719
and became an independent principality during the 13th century, and was for many
centuries one of the chief Benedictine abbeys in Europe. We tour the library, one of the
richest medieval libraries in the world, the abbey church and celebrate the Holy Mass.
Lunch on our own in the Alp principality of Liechtenstein. Then on to Bavaria for dinner
and overnight in the Füssen area.
Day 9: Today, we tour the elaborate Neuwschwanstein Castle, one of Mad King
Ludwig's fantasy castles and surely the crown jewel of Bavaria Castles. Then on to visit
the Wieskirche (Church in the Meadows) where rococo art reached a unique perfection.
This masterpiece, created by the brothers Dominikus and Johann Baptist Zimmermann
of Wessobrunn, was given international recognition as a cultural site on the World
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Heritage List. We celebrate the Holy Mass. We return to our hotel for dinner and
overnight in the Füssen area.
Day 10: This morning, we celebrate the Holy Mass at Ettal Abbey. We continue on to
Oberammergau area for our check-in to the hotel. In the afternoon, we take part in the
extravagant Oberammergau Passion Play, performed only once every ten years and a
once-in-a-lifetime experience. Beginning in the afternoon and involving almost all
residents of the village, the play has a running time of approximately five hours with a
three-hour intermission. Explore this quaint Bavarian village on your own. Most of the
buildings have beautifully detailed murals on them, mostly of Biblically significant
tableaux. Dinner and overnight in Oberammergau.
Day 11: Following breakfast, we board our coach and drive to Munich, the capital of
Bavaria. Our tour guide will lead us to the major and most beautiful sights of Munich,
such as King's Square with its three temple buildings in the classical Greek style, the
Pinakotheken Art Museums, the Hall of Generals, the Angel of Peace monument,
Maximilianeum (Bavarian state parliament), the Royal Palace, the traditional
Viktualienmarkt, an open air food market with colorful outdoor stalls, Karl Square (called
"Stachus") and the medieval city gates, Palace of Nymphenburg - former summer
residence of the Bavarian kings, the Rathaus and its famous Glockenspiel. Time on our
own to stroll the Marienplatz, with its numerous shops, visit the fresh produce and flower
markets and the world-famous Hofbräuhaus Restaurant complete with authentic
Bavaria food, music and entertainment. Farewell dinner and overnight in Munich.
Day 12: We are transferred to the airport for our flight home to the USA.
Please note: We do our best to ensure that all sites listed in this itinerary will be seen.
However, due to scheduling conflicts, or other circumstances beyond our control, sites
may be visited on a different day than listed. If this happens it will also necessitate a
change in the restaurant for dinner. However, we will never sacrifice the quality of the
meal, all restaurants will meet Proximo Travel's very high standards. Since we have
several different trip configurations touring at the same time, it is likely that groups on
different tours will be combined when their itineraries overlap in certain areas.
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