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Welcome to St. Louis Catholic School

Welcome to St. Louis Catholic School. Share the Spirit! The fundamental purpose of Catholic
Schools in the Archdiocese of San Antonio is to proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ. His
news is one of challenge, love, and unity; His spirit is evident in the lives of students. Affirming
that parents are the primary educators and partners of education, we prepare students to share
the spirit of Jesus through community building, Christian acts of service, word and worship. We
commit to provide inspiring active learning and quality education so that all students Share the
Spirit of Catholic Education.

St. Louis Catholic School is dedicated to the vision of calling forth beliefs that affirm the missionary
dynamics of all Catholic Schools in the Archdiocese of San Antonio, which include the following:

91 Beliefs Foster a Catholic Identity: We prepare students to encounter the Gospel of Jesus
Christ and to bring Catholic teachings and values into their lives and the global world.

1 Investin Community Building: We are committed to building a communal spirit that is the
heart and reality of Christian formation.

1 Provide Quality Education: We teach knowledge and critical skills so students function fully
as citizens within a changing technological and multicultural society.

1 Encourage Moral Formation: We lead by example in teaching moral values that encourage
respect and responsibility.

1 Appreciate Families: We recognize the family as the basic faith community in which all
members share as active participants in the educational process.

1 Support Parish Life: We believe that the school contributes to the parish through the
formation of students as active participants of the parish community.

1 Share Governance: We seek support and participation from those who share a common
vision, mission, and philosophy.

1 Seek Equitable Distribution: We are challenged to establish just distribution of resources to
ensure quality and affordability to families and our church.

Our Patron Saint: St. Louis IX

Our Mascot: Comet
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Our Vision / Mission Statement: \ =S50
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Right to Amend Statement

St. Louis Catholic School reserves the right to change policies and procedures as outlined in this
Parent ~ Student Policy Handbook. Parents will be notified of any change(s).

Parent / Guardian Signature Page

Please see Parent/Guardian Signature Page at the end of this handbook.

PLEASE NOTE: From this point forward in this document, parents and legal guardians will
collectively be referred to as parents.
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Mission and Philosophy of St. Louis Catholic School

Mission
The Mission of Catholic Schools in the State of Texas is this:

fi T he#fective Catholic school must call its students to the conviction that people are more
important than material gain, that justice is more important than success, that love is more important
than esteem, and that collaboration unites while competition divides. The truly successful Catholic
school student is not necessarily one who is successful in every endeavor, but one who accepts
Christian responsibility for fulfillment of personal potential and shares these gifts withot her s . 0

The pursuit of this mission is supported by a community of believers dedicated to keeping the
Catholic faith alive in all students and by following the model of St. Louis I1X, whose actions were
inspired by Christian zeal and Catholic devotion.

Philosophy

The philosophy and goal of Catholic education is to prepare young people for the future and to
help them meet the challenges of life as Christians. St. Louis Catholic School educates children
in a Christian environment that is God-centered.

Pastor, parents, Principal, teachers, staff, and students are all involved in an ongoing process of
building the Body of Christ. The school ministers to the whole child, complementing the home in
helping each child to develop his/her full potential (spiritually, intellectually, socially, and
physically). In harmony with our Catholic faith, each child will grow in faith, service, and
excellence.

The Second Vatican Council confirms the importance of the Catholic school in its Declaration on
Christian Education when it declares:

fAmong the various organs of education, the school is of outstanding importance. In nurturing the
intellectual faculties, which is its special mission, it develops a capacity for sound judgment and
introduces the pupils to the cultural heritage bequeathed to them by former generations. It fosters
a sense of values and prepares them for professional life. By providing for friendly contacts between
pupils of different characters and backgrounds, it encourages mutual understanding. Furthermore,
it constitutes a center in whose activity and growth the families and teachers as well as the various
associations for the promotion of cultural, civil, and religious life, civic society, and the entire
community should take part.0

Catholic parents are reminded of their duty to send their children to Catholic schools wherever
this is possible, to give Catholic schools all the support in their power, and to cooperate with them
in their work for the good of children.

St. Louis Catholic School (SLCS) believes that each student is unique and has the potential for
making positive contributions to society. We recognize that in order to function in society,
individuals need to master certain basic skills and need to continue learning throughout life. We
believe that while learning the need for the value of group dynamics, individuals will come to know
and to appreciate their worth and that of others in a Christian environment. By accepting and
fulfilling appropriate responsibilities, individuals come to value resultant privileges of sensitivity to
creativity in all things. Therefore, SLCS is committed in a cooperative effort with parents,
community, and teachers to provide an atmosphere that will allow all students to:

Be accountable for their actions and realize that with privileges there are responsibilities.
Acquire Christian values and attitudes necessary for lawful and responsible citizenship.
Display a positive attitude toward learning and the school environment.

Know and obey the rules and decisions of those in authority.

Demonstrate appreciation for human dignity and Christian integrity of all.

Respect people of various cultural, social, and ethnic groups.
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91 Develop a sense of responsibility to groups in which they participate.
91 Develop their talents to the fullest.
1 Respect the rights and educational opportunities of all students and teachers.

In the spirit of St. Louis IX, compassion for the poor and suffering, acts of charity, and devout
religious practices will be emphasized.

\ Goals of St. Louis Catholic School

Our school provides a Catholic environment committed to educating the whole child i
complementing the home as their first educators. As partners in education, we share the spirit of
Jesus Christ, provide Christian acts of service, and develop leaders for the future by ministering
to the whole child.

Goals

9 To provide a religious atmosphere so that the students will be able to learn and practice the
Gospel values.

1 To make education exciting and profitable for all students.
Objectives
1 The faculty and staff will model their deep commitment to the Gospel values.

1 The teachers will establish the academic proficiency level of their students and will provide
learning experiences suitabletoeachst udent 6 s needs.

| History of St. Louis Catholic School

In September 1869, two Sisters of the Congregation of Divine Providence arrived in Castroville

to form a permanent convent. The Sisters immediately opened a school. On the first Monday in

October 1868, 36 students were enrolled. A four-room schoolhouse was completed sometime

between 1868 and 1870. It still stands at the corner of the Moye Center property. In 1925, a two-
story brick school building was built, the present St.
Louis Catholic School.

In 1968, operational costs forced the closure of St.
Louis School, ending a history of over 100 years of
Catholic education in Castroville.

In December of 1985, a group of interested
parishioners, under the leadership of their pastor,
Father Pat Ragsdale, met and formulated a survey
to determine parish support for the re-establishment
of a Catholic school for pre-school, Kindergarten,
and primary levels. Because the initial response to
this proposal was positive, more research was
conducted. In April of 1986, after an 18-year closure,
the St. Louis Pastoral Council voted to reopen the
Catholic School.

The newly named St. Louis Child Development
Center opened its doors in 1986 to a Pre-
Kindergarten class of 18. An extended care
program complemented the school day. Response
to the school was very positive and a Kindergarten
class was added in 1988. Each year, growing interest and enrollment enabled the opening of
additional classes and grade levels. With the addition of a 1st Grade in 1989, the school was
recognized by the Archdiocese of San Antonio and the Texas Catholic Conference Accreditation
Depart mentoaiss AfnSat h oClasses atkecnbwaffdred do children in levels 3K
through 5th grade.
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Accreditation

Currently, the Texas Catholic Conference Education Department (TCCED), which is recognized
by the Texas Education Agency (TEA), is responsible for the implementation of the accreditation
process for the Texas Catholic schools. To assist and provide direction to the TCCED, the Bishops
approved the formation of the Texas Catholic Conference Accreditation Commission (TCCAC).
Membership on the commission consists of five Catholic school superintendents, five
commissioners-at-large, and one Bishop who serves as Episcopal liaison. A school which is
recognized by its Bishop as a Catholic school participates in the TCCED accreditation process.
In 2013, the TCCED entered into a partnership with AdvancED that provides the opportunity for
schools to have dual accreditation from both agencies. Accreditation by an additional association
is a local school option but does not substitute for accreditation by TCCED. All Catholic schools
in the Archdiocese of San Antonio participate in the accreditation by TCCED every seven years.

In order to be accredited, Catholic schools will be reviewed in light of the standards of quality and
effectiveness as defined by TCCED and universally recognized educational practices. The
standards include consideration of the following:

Catholic identity and programs

Mission, philosophy, and vision

Community support of the school

A safe and healthy environment which is conducive to learning

Faculty and staff qualifications and performance

The effectiveness of the administrator as a spiritual, managerial, and instructional leader
The purpose, design, and implementation of curriculum

The programs and resources available to meet the needs of special populations

The utilization of assessment instruments to determine modification in student programs
Staff development

Long range strategic planning

In-service programs for governing body members

Compliance with applicable federal and state statutes
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The accreditation of nonpublic schools in Texas is a function of the Texas Private School
Accreditation Commission (TEPSAC) and is recognized by the Commissioner of Education as
having standards comparable to 19 TAC Chapter 97. Student credits earned in nonpublic schools
accredited by TEPSAC are transferable to Texas public schools. Teacher service in accredited
nonpublic schools has been recognized for salary increment purposes in Texas public schools.
The accreditation of nonpublic schools under this arrangement became effective on February 12,
1986.

Admission Policies

Non-Discrimination Statement

In compliance with Title VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Title IX of Education
Amendments of 1972, St. Louis Catholic School admits students of any race, color, ancestry,
religion, or national or ethnic origin to programs and activities of the school with all rights and
privileges. Equal opportunity and access is provided to persons without regard to race, national
origin, or gender in the implementation of employment policies and procedures.

Class lists will be evenly formulated based on student academic level, teacher input from previous
year, gender, and other factors. When classes reach or approach capacity, a waiting list is
maintained. If a place becomes available, students will be admitted on a first-come, first-served
basis.
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Requirements i Age and Documents
Age

A legal birth certificate is required for deter mi

of Birth (not the hospital courtesy copy) must be presented at the time of registration.
1 3K: A child must have reached the age of three on or before September 1st to be eligible for
3K and must be potty-trained.

1 4K: A child must have reached the age of four on or before September 1st to be eligible for
4K and must be potty-trained.

1 Kindergarten: A child must have reached the age of five on or before September 1st to be
eligible for Kindergarten.

9 First Grade: A child is eligible for admission into grade 1 if he or she has reached the age of
six on or before September 1st. This is State Law. There are no exceptions.
Other Documents

A health record is required indicating that the student has received the immunizations required by
state law. Completion of a health questionnaire with signature for permission to screen is also
required. Only when all health records are in order is the registration process complete.

For students who have received the sacrament

Baptism is required at the time of registration. The Certificate of Baptism determines student
eligibility to receive additional sacraments and associated preparation through the school.

Enrollment

Preference is given to St. Louis Parishioners in the registration process as determined by school
council policy. If openings are available after parishioner registration, non-parishioners will be
accepted. Additionally, every effort will be made to accommodate children of our staff into current
class offerings.

Re-Enrollment

Re-enrollment at St. Louis is on a year-to-year basis. At the time of re-registration, children who
are currently enrolled at St. Louis are given first priority. Re-registration may be denied to a child
or family if the following occurs:

9 Past financial obligations to the school have not been met.

1 A child is unwilling or unable to abide by the student code of conduct.
1 The child has special needs which cannot be met at St. Louis Catholic School.

Admission of Students from within the Archdiocese

For new incoming students in Grades 11 5, acceptance is dependent upon a satisfactory report
fromt he student 6s p avalablempesingsirctiese@radesa Ancentrance level test
may be required. Full disclosure of a st u d e ndtténdance ar gjwalification for special
programs is required. A copy of past test scores and transcripts must accompany each transfer
student.

Admission of Students from Public and Nonpublic Approved Schools

For new incoming students in Grades 11 5, acceptance is dependent upon a satisfactory report
fromt he student 6s p available@pesingsirctiesegiadesa Andentrance level test
may be required. Full disclosure of a st u d e ndtténdance aer jualification for special
programs is required. A copy of past test scores and transcripts must accompany each transfer
student.

Admission of Students from Home School and Non-Accredited Schools
For new incoming students in Grades 11 5, acceptance is dependent upon a satisfactory report
fromt he student 6s p availablempesingsirctiese@radesa Ancentrance level test
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may be required. Full disclosure of a st u d e natténdance ar gjtalification for special
programs is required. A copy of past test scores and transcripts must accompany each transfer
student.

Admission of Students from Foreign Schools

For new incoming students in Grades 11 5, acceptance is dependent upon a satisfactory report
fromt he student 6s p available@pesingsirctiesegradesa Anckentrance level test
may be required. Full disclosure of a st u d e natténdance ar gualification for special
programs is required. A copy of past test scores and transcripts must accompany each transfer
student.

Admission of Students with Special Needs

St. Louis Catholic School does not have the personnel or the facilities to provide for students who

are in need of special education. Such students will be referred to the Student Success Team?

for development of a plan for interventions and tutoring. If the team agreest hat a student 6s
cannot be met at SLCS, a conference with the parents and Principal will be scheduled.

School Calendar

A school calendar is published each year by the Principal following approval by the Superintendent
of the Archdiocese. The basic elements of the calendar are set by the Catholic Schools Office of
the San Antonio Archdiocese and Medina Valley Independent School District (MVISD). Holidays
are spaced to give maximum benefit to the families. Every effort is made to follow the MVISD
calendar as closely as possible.

Please see the SLCS School Calendar on the next page.

1 The Student Success Team will consist of the Principal and teacher(s).
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St. Louis Catholic School Calendar

2020-2021 School Calendar
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* School Closed Professional Development A Early Out - 12 noon
<> First and Last Day of School D Grading Period
Aug 17 First Day of School for students June 3 Last Day of School for students
Grading Periods Grading Periods Early Out - 12 noon Key Dates
Aug 17 - Oct 16 43 days Jan 11 - Mar 19 43 days Oct 9 Nov 7 The Assembly
Oct 19-Jan 8 44 days Mar 22 - June 3 50 days Feb 12 Jan 31-Feb 5 Catholic Schools Week
1st Semester 87 days 2nd Semester 93 days . Feb 17 Ash Wednesday
Total Days 180 days May 3-7 Teacher Appreciation Week
HOLIDAYS
Sept 7 Labor Day March 8-12 Spring Break
Oct 12 Columbus Day April 2 Good Friday (weather make-up day)
Nov 23-27 Thanksgiving April 5 Easter Monday
Dec 21 - Jan 4 Christmas April 23 Battle of Flowers (weather make-up day)
Jan 18 MLK Day May 31 Memorial Day
Feb 15 President's Day
Approved by the Department of Catholic Schools 5/28/20
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Arrival and Dismissal of School

Daily Schedule

Arrival Classes for all grade levels begin promptly at 8:00 am. The bell rings at 7:55 am. Students
may be dropped off each morning any time after 7:30 am without an additional fee.

Dismissal All grades PreK-5" grade dismiss at 3:15 pm.

Before and after school care is available for an additional fee. Please refer to Financial Policies:
Registration & Other Fees: Before and After School Care (EDC).

I f there are any changes to your <childodés nor mal

picking up, etc.), you are asked to notify the school as soon as possible. A written note or email
to the front office and teacher or a call to the front office is needed if your child will be riding with
anyone other than those individual Kyourchddiwil dde
with the same person each week, the individual should be listedont he st udent 0s

School-Scheduled Early-Dismissals

Early dismissals may be held periodically throughout the school year to allow for staff professional
development. Parents will be informed of these early dismissals in advance. All grade levels will
be released at 12:00 pm. The After-School Program will remain open until 6:00 pm unless
otherwise noted on the school calendar.

Dismissals i Weather Emergencies

We will concur with MVISD in the matter of emergency school closings (i.e., when MVISD schools
close, SLCS will close). In the event that MVISD schedules a late arrival, SLCS students may
arrive whenever it is safe for them to do so and will not be considered tardy. Please check the
webpage (saintlouiscs.org), remind app, or e-blast for updates.

If a weather emergency arises during the school day, please check the webpage
(saintlouiscs.org), remind app, or e-blast for updates.

We ask that you set up your own weather emergency plans in the event that there may be a need
to dismiss the children during a school day because of severe weather conditions, heating
problems, etc. If parents are not at home, children should have the assurance of a place to go in
case of a mid-day school closing. Please keep emergency information cards current in the school
office.

School Drop-Off and Pick-Up Procedures

Drop-Off
1 Students may be dropped off after 7:30 am without being charged an extra fee.
9 Students dropped off before 7:45 am must enter through the front door.

9 Students dropped off after 7:45 am can be dropped off at the East Gate or escorted by
their parents through the South Gate.

1 When the bell rings at 7:55 am, students will line up on the blacktop with their class. All
gates are locked at that time, and students must enter through the front door.

Students arriving after 8:05 am must go to the office for a tardy slip.

In case of inclement weather, all students can be dropped off in the cafeteria. Please park
and walk your student in or quickly drop off your student in the car lane by the front door.

Pick-Up

All students are dismissed at 3:15 pm. Students may be picked up in the car lane at the East
Gate or be picked up by parents walking in at the South Gate.
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Parents picking up students after 4:30 pm must enter through the front door to pick up their
students. Please sign your child out with the assistant.

In case of inclement weather, all students should be picked up in the cafeteria. Please park and
walk in to meet your child.

St. Louis Catholic School Map
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