Dear Brothers and Sisters

in Christ,

I am writing to share some good news with you!
Beginning May 30, 2020 we will resume celebrating public Masses. While this is
truly good news, the Bishop has issued some limitations that will remain in
place for the foreseeable future. You may view the Bishop’s document online.
It spells out in minute detail how Masses are to be celebrated as we move
forward.
To access the document, go to stmichaelvicksburg.org, click on “Click Here”
under Public Masses to Resume.
I will highlight some of the more practical points.
The Bishop has suspended the obligation to attend Mass for the foreseeable
future.
Before opening, our church will be sanitized with an antiviral solution.
Everyone two years of age or older should wear a mask.
The cry room is temporarily closed.
For the Mass, if you park in the parking lot by the chapel, the hallway door will
be open, however not the glass doors leading into the church. Proceed down
the hall and enter through the main doors. They will be standing open to
prevent contact with handles.
Pews will be marked and seating will take place in every other pew.
Ushers will be available to assist with seating. Obliviously, due to social
distancing you may not be able to sit in your “usual pew”.
The collection basket will be on the stand where the bulletins ordinarily
would be. Place your offertory contributions there. If you are unable/or
uncomfortable attending Mass, you may place your contribution in the mail box,
put them under the rock at the entrance to the office, or mail them.
For the communion procession, blue tape will mark the aisle. Communion will
take place in the hand only. There will be no precious blood.
To minimize human contact, there will be no altar servers.
Julia will play instrumental music to begin Mass, during communion, and at the
conclusion of Mass.
To close I am happy to inform you that on June 14, the Feast of the Body and
Blood of Christ, we will initiate and welcome our four RCIA candidates into our
Catholic faith and our parish family.
As we navigate through these uncertain days and weeks let us respect one
another’s space, be patient with each other, and continue to love one another.
I am looking forward to seeing everyone on the great Feast of Pentecost when
we will celebrate our belief in the presence of the Holy Spirit among us,
comforting us and leading us through these difficult days.

