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Dear Families,

This month, as | reflect on the meaning of love, and how our lives can imitate that of Christ, | am foregoing my wadrdseadybu
share a letter to the Faithful from our Most Reverend Bishop Paul:
February 2, 2021
Feast of the Presentation of the Lord/World Day of Prayer for Consecrated Life

To all é, bel oved of God, call ed to be saints. gracer’)to yo

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

The fundamental call to o0be saintsdé received by aitl th
to each of us, in the circumstances and state of life, where our merciful Father is calling. Every year, on thePressitafitreof
the Lord, our Mother Church invites all of us to pday for
celebrates the World Day of Prayer for Consecrated Life. T
seed6 (John 1:39), experienced His immense |l ove in such a w

On behalf of our diocesan church, | wish to praise and thank the Lord for the great gift of Consecrated Life in ous midst. It
a gift that enriches our Christian communities with the magnificent variety of charisms of the Congregations andr Irediifictes o
sisters, brothers and men represent.

In our diocese we are blessed to have religious sisters and priests ministering and serving our people from the following
orders: the Sisters of the Congregation of Saint Joseph; the Dominican Sisters (Grand Rapids and Chicago); theeRsdfgious Sist
Mercy; the Congregation of the Holy Cross; Missionaries of Saint Francis de Sales; Missionary Sisters Servants oftthe Holy Sp
Salesians of Don Bosco; Missionary Sisters Servants of the Holy Face, plus many others serving in different patiskepakiring t
50 years since the founding of the Diocese of Kalamazoo. To all of them, past and present, we are blessed by thiaudeelds they p
with their ministry; seeds which are now blossoming and providing our diocese with an abundance of fruits.

On this occasion of the World Day of Prayer for Consecrated Life, which is celebrated in our Parishes the weekend of
February 6th and 7th, | wish to invite each of yaskheNasterpr ay
to send | aborers to his vineyardo. [ You may find a |ist on

With my deepest gratitude, | entrust all of you to the mercy of God, and to the sure intercession of the great fowider saints
these religious communities.
Saint Joseph, pray for us,
Saint Francis de Sales, pray for us,
Saint John Bosco, pray for us.
Christ, Our Lord, keeps calling each of wus to a holine
0stay with Hi mé.

Assuring you of my daily prayers, and humbly asking for your prayers

me, | remain FEAST OF THE

PRESENTATION
CHAGKTdzAE £ & &82dz2NBE AYy / KNRAaG:
azald w8god tl dzA WP . NI}RfSe .AaKz
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Febru ary 2nd
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Our highlighted saint for this month is Saint Blaise
Patron saint of throat ailments, veterinarians, & English wool combers
Very little is known about the life of Saint Blaise, but we have a little knowledge ab§s
based on a book that was written 400 years after his passing/ealeds of Saint
Blaise\We know that he worked hard to encourage the spiritual and physical healt
people. Blaise was Bishop of Sebastea, Armenia, but shortly after the Edict of Tole
was passed in 311 by the Roman Empire, which granted freedom of worship, Blais§
flee to the countryside, because persecution of Catholics was still rampant in Armeg
though Christianity was legal. Upon fleeing, Blaise took up living in a cave as a he
made friends with wild animals. One day a group of hunters found him in the cave
search for wild animals for the amphitheater. According to legend, they were shocklf
see him kneeling in prayer surrounded by wolves, lions, and bears in the cave. Thdl
drug him to prison. On his way a mother brought her child to him that was choking
fish bone. At Bl aiseds command, the d
Blaise over, Agricolaus, the governor of Cappaducia tried to get Blaise to worship
sacrifice to pagan idols. When he refused, Blaise was beaten. After being beaten, I]
still refused to worship the pagan idols, and so he was suspended from a tree and
with iron wool combs and rakes. Blaise still refused, and so he was martyred by be
To this day, we continue to celebrate the Feast Day of Saint Blaise, most famously
Blessing of the Throats. The tradition of blessing the throats developed with priest$ — S 3
holding two blessed candles (blessed at Candlemas on February 2), tapered in a cféss brd KSNJ 2 F a SNOeé (Il y R
Ox6 formation, as pictured to the righayaahliazyaskNnQGyZdsf
and all ailments of the throat and body. The blessing of the throats is a sign of the dtrygéle A Y LI NI G2 YS [JiKS
with illness, and it is an ancient practice of the Catholic Church to bless the sick. Lebusga FNRBY G(GKS | 21{je { |

cSlad 51 ey cCS|p Nz

pray for the intercession of Saint Blaise to keep us all well and healthy, espcecially inth NE K| R26 YS 6 A ' K |z
times of the COVIBL9 pandemic. 1AYRySaasz yR S| (K3
Saint Blaise, pray for us! 0SIFNJ FNHAG Ay YS$S ﬂ| ¢

Families, we invite you to join us!
Every Wednesday morning at Immaculate Conception Catholic ChurchM@NTHLY ACTIVITY!
8am Mass. Join our children as they proclaim the Word and continue f&Somewhere throughout the newslettér,
pray for our community and our world. St . Bl ai sed S\,@ bavee § s i 1
bﬁeg h'jdder#ineoBerof ths ,
photos. Find the cand%s and ¥ome tell
Miss Jacobs in the office what photo
you found them in for a treat!

Pope3s Prayer I ntentio
For Violence Against Women
We pray for women who are victims of violenc

that they may be protected by society and hav SegSs Hint: The candles are NOT hidden of
their sufferings considered and heeded. this page.
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ICC School Spotlight

4 The January Saint Joseph
W Warne for always coming to school with a positive attitude. She works
all her schoolwork and is a helpful and caring friend!

Congratulations Danielle!

OThe or k
fprd on

SCHO.OES
WEE

Follow all of our activities on Facebook!




