MASS READINGS
MONDAY: 2 SM 15:13-14,30;16:5-13, PS 3, MK 5:1
-20
TUESDAY: 2 SM 18:9-10,14B,24-25A,30-19:3, PS
86, MK 5:21-43

WEDNESDAY: 2 SM 24:2,9-17, PS 32, MK 6:1-6
THURSDAY: 1KGS 2:1-4,10-12, 1ICHRONICLES
29, MK 6:7-13
FRIDAY: MAL 3:1-4, PS 24, HEB 2:14-18, LK 2:22-
40
SATURDAY: 1KGS 3:4-13, PS 119, MK 6:30-34
NEXT SUNDAY: FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDI-
NARY TIME - RDGS: JB 7:1-4,6-7, PS 147, 1
COR 9:16-19,22-23, MK 1:29-39

MASS INTENTIONS
MONDAY:KATHY LESTER
TUESDAY: BEVERLY FITZSIMONS
WEDNESDAY: FRED HARLESS
THURSDAY: MARGO KELLER
FRIDAY: POOR SOULS
VIGIL: KATHY LESTER
7:30: MARGO KELLER
10:00: FRED HARLESS
NOON: FOR THE PARISH

MEMORIAL FLOWERS
Poor Souls in Purgatory: Ann Hubertz. Bob
Bennett. (Burnell, Anna, Henry Totten, Robert
Stump, Victor & Dorothy Ringle). (Daniel Fields,
Robert L. Wyant, Goldie & Carl Goonen). De-
ceased members of the Schlosser & Kanthack
families. Ezequiel Velasquez. (Gerban, Lucille,
Stephen & Theresa Brouwer, Charles & Catherine
Spitznagle). (Claude & Anna King, Bob & Mary
Bloyd). Jody Geller & Johnna Parker. Farrell &
LaGuire families.

GOSPEL REFLECTION

“What is this?
A new teaching with authority.

Each of us must examine how he or she determines what
is authoritative, that is the principles or rules which con-
stitute our way of living. From our earliest experience we
have been informed of certain places where authority re-
sides, parents, teachers, law enforcement, clergy etc. And,
depending on our life experience we may have come to
some conclusion regarding the above and their effect on
our lives. Regardless we are reminded of God and the
authority he holds. As believers we maintain that he is the
source of all authority and that to obey him above all
things is more noble and worthy. Christians believe that
the “authority” became flesh in the person of Jesus Christ,
that he directly reveals the Father in such a way as to as-
sure that he truly does have the “words of everlasting
life” (John 6: 68). Coming to that conclusion on our own
might begin with others informing us of this but in the
end we are given the authority to test this and in all hon-
esty discern whether or not it rings true with our experi-
ence. This may seem subjective , in the end, remove God
from the picture, but quite the contrary. It demonstrates
the way in which God wish us to be save and come to the
knowledge of the truth, I Tim 2:4). It is the beginning of a
relationship in which we will be introduced to the type of
authority the Psalmist rejoices over, the Prophet bows to
and the holy man or women finds illumination in. It is
not without some sacrifice that we submit to this authority
as we clearly see in the example of Jesus, but it is not
without it’s reward either. For in many ways this is the
manner in which we find out for ourselves where the truth
is to be found , when, in the words of Jesus, we claims I
am the Way, the Truth and the Life, (John 14:6) we dis-
cover through lives of prayer, fasting and works of mercy
that he truly is the one with the words of everlasting life
and in finding this we have found ourselves.



When we speak of the authority of Sacred Scripture in the Cath-
olic Church there are a variety of things to consider. The path

that this subject has taken over the centuries has been a long and
involved one. As Catholics we rely heavily on the written word
found in the Bible and use it frequently from worship to a way
of living. It is important therefore, that we come to a greater
appreciation of what it means for us and how we can avail our-
selves to it more frequently to gain from it the vast source of
wisdom and guidance it contains. What follows is an excerpt
from the Second Vatican Council’s document Dei Verbum (on
Divine Revelation). When we consider the subject of authority
let us not fail to include God’s written word in our discussion
and reflect on just how important it must necessarily be to a
healthy spiritual life.

CHAPTER I
REVELATION ITSELF

2. In His goodness and wisdom God chose to reveal Himself and
to make known to us the hidden purpose of His will (see Eph.
1:9) by which through Christ, the Word made flesh, man might
in the Holy Spirit have access to the Father and come to share in
the divine nature (see Eph. 2:18; 2 Peter 1:4). Through this reve-
lation, therefore, the invisible God (see Col. 1;15, 1 Tim. 1:17)
out of the abundance of His love speaks to men as friends (see
Ex. 33:11; John 15:14-15) and lives among them (see Bar. 3:38),
so that He may invite and take them into fellowship with Him-
self. This plan of revelation is realized by deeds and words hav-
ing an inner unity: the deeds wrought by God in the history of
salvation manifest and confirm the teaching and realities signi-
fied by the words, while the words proclaim the deeds and clari-
fy the mystery contained in them. By this revelation then, the
deepest truth about God and the salvation of man shines out for
our sake in Christ, who is both the mediator and the fullness of
all revelation. (2)

3. God, who through the Word creates all things (see John 1:3)
and keeps them in existence, gives men an enduring witness to
Himself in created realities (see Rom. 1:19-20). Planning to
make known the way of heavenly salvation, He went further and
from the start manifested Himself to our first parents. Then after
their fall His promise of redemption aroused in them the hope of
being saved (see Gen. 3:15) and from that time on He ceaseless-
ly kept the human race in His care, to give eternal life to those
who perseveringly do good in search of salvation (see Rom. 2:6-
7).

Then, at the time He had appointed He called Abraham in order
to make of him a great nation (see Gen. 12:2). Through the pa-
triarchs, and after them through Moses and the prophets, He
taught this people to acknowledge Himself the one living and
true God, provident father and just judge, and to wait for the
Savior promised by Him, and in this manner prepared the way
for the Gospel down through the centuries.

4. Then, after speaking in many and varied ways through the
prophets, "now at last in these days God has spoken to us in His
Son" (Heb. 1:1-2). For He sent His Son, the eternal Word, who
enlightens all men, so that He might dwell among men and tell
them of the innermost being of God (see John 1:1-18). Jesus
Christ, therefore, the Word made flesh, was sent as "a man to
men." (3) He "speaks the words of God" (John 3;34), and com-
pletes the work of salvation which His Father gave Him to do
(see John 5:36; John 17:4). To see Jesus is to see His Father
(John 14:9). For this reason Jesus perfected revelation by ful-
filling it through his whole work of making Himself present and
manifesting Himself: through His words and deeds, His signs
and wonders, but especially through His death and glorious res-
urrection from the dead and final sending of the Spirit of truth.
Moreover He confirmed with divine testimony what revelation
proclaimed, that God is with us to free us from the darkness of
sin and death, and to raise us up to life eternal.

The Christian dispensation, therefore, as the new and definitive
covenant, will never pass away and we now await no further
new public revelation before the glorious manifestation of our
Lord Jesus Christ (see 1 Tim. 6:14 and Tit. 2:13).

5. "The obedience of faith" (Rom. 13:26; see 1:5; 2 Cor 10:5-6)
"is to be given to God who reveals, an obedience by which man
commits his whole self freely to God, offering the full submis-
sion of intellect and will to God who reveals," (4) and freely
assenting to the truth revealed by Him. To make this act of faith,
the grace of God and the interior help of the Holy Spirit must
precede and assist, moving the heart and turning it to God, open-
ing the eyes of the mind and giving "joy and ease to everyone in
assenting to the truth and believing it." (5) To bring about an
ever deeper understanding of revelation the same Holy Spirit
constantly brings faith to completion by His gifts.



6. Through divine revelation, God chose to show forth and
communicate Himself and the eternal decisions of His will

regarding the salvation of men. That is to say, He chose to
share with them those divine treasures which totally transcend
the understanding of the human mind. (6)

As a sacred synod has affirmed, God, the beginning and end of
all things, can be known with certainty from created reality by
the light of human reason (see Rom. 1:20); but teaches that it is
through His revelation that those religious truths which are by
their nature accessible to human reason can be known by all
men with ease, with solid certitude and with no trace of error,
even in this present state of the human race. (7)

CHAPTER IIT

SACRED SCRIPTURE, ITS INSPIRATION AND DI-
VINE INTERPRETATION

11. Those divinely revealed realities which are contained and
presented in Sacred Scripture have been committed to writing
under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. For holy mother
Church, relying on the belief of the Apostles (see John 20:31; 2
Tim. 3:16; 2 Peter 1:19-20, 3:15-16), holds that the books of
both the Old and New Testaments in their entirety, with all
their parts, are sacred and canonical because written under the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, they have God as their author
and have been handed on as such to the Church herself.(1) In
composing the sacred books, God chose men and while em-
ployed by Him (2) they made use of their powers and abilities,
so that with Him acting in them and through them, (3) they, as
true authors, consigned to writing everything and only those
things which He wanted. (4)

Therefore, since everything asserted by the inspired authors or
sacred writers must be held to be asserted by the Holy Spirit, it
follows that the books of Scripture must be acknowledged as
teaching solidly, faithfully and without error that truth which
God wanted put into sacred writings (5) for the sake of salva-
tion. Therefore "all Scripture is divinely inspired and has its
use for teaching the truth and refuting error, for reformation of
manners and discipline in right living, so that the man who
belongs to God may be efficient and equipped for good work
of every kind" (2 Tim. 3:16-17, Greek text).

12. However, since God speaks in Sacred Scripture through
men in human fashion, (6) the interpreter of Sacred Scripture,

in order to see clearly what God wanted to communicate to
us, should carefully investigate what meaning the sacred
writers really intended, and what God wanted to manifest
by means of their words.

To search out the intention of the sacred writers, attention
should be given, among other things, to "literary forms."
For truth is set forth and expressed differently in texts
which are variously historical, prophetic, poetic, or of other
forms of discourse. The interpreter must investigate what
meaning the sacred writer intended to express and actually
expressed in particular circumstances by using contempo-
rary literary forms in accordance with the situation of his
own time and culture. (7) For the correct understanding of
what the sacred author wanted to assert, due attention must
be paid to the customary and characteristic styles of feel-
ing, speaking and narrating which prevailed at the time of
the sacred writer, and to the patterns men normally em-
ployed at that period in their everyday dealings with one
another. (8)

But, since Holy Scripture must be read and interpreted in
the sacred spirit in which it was written, (9) no less serious
attention must be given to the content and unity of the
whole of Scripture if the meaning of the sacred texts is to
be correctly worked out. The living tradition of the whole
Church must be taken into account along with the harmony
which exists between elements of the faith. It is the task of
exegetes to work according to these rules toward a better
understanding and explanation of the meaning of Sacred
Scripture, so that through preparatory study the judgment
of the Church may mature. For all of what has been said
about the way of interpreting Scripture is subject finally to
the judgment of the Church, which carries out the divine
commission and ministry of guarding and interpreting the
word of God. (10)

13. In Sacred Scripture, therefore, while the truth and holi-
ness of God always remains intact, the marvelous
"condescension" of eternal wisdom is clearly shown, "that
we may learn the gentle kindness of God, which words
cannot express, and how far He has gone in adapting His
language with thoughtful concern for our weak human
nature." (11) For the words of God, expressed in human
language, have been made like human discourse, just as the
word of the eternal Father, when He took to Himself the
flesh of human weakness, was in every way made like
men.
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Inouncements and
J pcomfng Events

A LAFAYETTE CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

Sunday, January 28 ‘
12-2 pm “

St. Lawrence School
St. Mary Cathedral School
St. Boniface School 7

Tour Schools - Meet Faculty & Parents - Learn about Student Aid

THE LAFAYETTE FOURTH-DEGREE KNIGHTS OF CO-
LUMBUS WILL HOST THEIR FIFTH ANNUAL SPAGHET-
TI DINNER FROM 4 P.M. TO 7 P.M. SUNDAY, JANUARY
28™ AT ST. ANN PARISH. PROCEEDS FROM THE EVENT

WILL BENEFIT THE KNIGHTS’ ANNUAL COLLEGE

SCHOLARSHIP(S) FOR HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS OF THE

CATHOLIC FAITH.

Dinne

The Society for the Propagation of the Faith (Latin: Propagandum Fidei)
is an international association coordinating assistance for Catholic mis-
sionary priests, brothers, and nuns in mission areas. The society is the old-

est of four Pontifical Mission Societies of the Roman Catholic Church.

We will have our annual 2™ collection for this Society during the week-

end of February 3™
and 4™, We are
grateful to have this
opportunity to sup-
port the missionary

THANK YOU: This bulletin is fur-

nished to the Parish without charge. The adver-
tisements that appear completely defray all pub-
lishing costs with which the church would oth-
erwise be burdened. Please patronize these
sponsors as a thank you for their kind generosi-

ty.

STEWARDSHIP BY THE BOOK: In to-
day’s Gospel Reading from St. Mark, it is re-
ported that Jesus went to the synagogue and
began to teach, but His teaching was somewhat
different from that normally heard there “for he
taught with authority and not as the scribes.”
Often those who taught in Jesus’ time (the
scribes) simply quoted others, a variety of Rab-
bis.

However, Jesus taught with authority because
He had authority. Jesus’ divine message was not
quoting other humans, but quoting God. Jesus
was One with God so He knew what He was
talking about. Jesus taught with authority be-
cause He believed what He was teaching. He
was familiar with the information which al-
lowed Him to teach boldly. People listening
could perceive that this was someone Who
knew.

Up until this time we have seen the Lord as the
Son of Man Who submitted to His Father. He
submitted to God in His Baptism, and to the
Holy Spirit in the wilderness. To have authority
also requires submission. We, too, are called to
submit to God, but for us that is sometimes
challenging because it requires humility, some-
thing that is not easy for many of us.

Later in the Gospel of John there is another ac-
count of the Lord teaching at the Temple. He is
challenged, and His response is quite simply,
“My teaching is not from myself; it comes from
the one who sent me.” We are not divine, but
we, too, are sent.

SUNDAY OFFERING

$6748

“FIND OUT HOW MUCH GOD HAS

GIVEN YOU, AND FROM IT TAKE

WHAT YOU NEED; THE REMAIN-
DER IS NEEDED BY OTHERS”

ST. AUGUSTINE
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GROUPS, CONTACTS AND ACTIVITIES: FINANCE COUN-
CIL, STEVE SCHILLING-steve schilling@hotmail.com LEGION
OF MARY,(LOM)PEGGY MARVIN pegmarv7@aol.com CHRIST
RENEWS, RYAN DOUGLAS ryandouglass92377@yahoo.com
PARISH COUNCIL, SANDRA MCMAHON ssmcmah-
onl@comcast.net RCI4, TOM MATTINGLY tpmatt@gmail.com
ACTION COMMUNITY, ROSE KILLIAN ALLENDUF
killianrm54@gmail.com HOMEBOUND kshatke@yahoo.com
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION, FR. DOMINIC domi-
nic@stannli.comcastbiz.net




