PALM SUNDAY 0F THE PASSION OF THE LORD
APRIL 14, 2019
MASS READINGS
MONDAY: IS 42:1-7, JN 12:1-11
TUESDAY: IS 49:1-6, JN 13:21-33
WEDNESDAY: IS 50:1-9, MT 26:14-25
*THURSDAY: EX 12:1-8, 11-14/1 COR 11:23-26/JN
13:1-15
*FRIDAY IS 52:13-53:12/HEB 4:14-16;5:7-9/JN 18:1-1942
*SATURDAY: SEE MISSAL
NEXT SUNDAY: EASTER SUNDAY-ACTS
10:34A,37-43, COL 3:1-4, JN 20:1-9

Passion/Palm Sunday

One doesn't need to be a famous person, just a public one
to realize how quickly folk's attitudes and opinions change
especially when it comes to opinions about yourself. No
sooner had Jesus showed his face in Jerusalem that people
began waving palm branches shouting their love and admiration for him than in just a few hours the same crowd
MASS INTENTIONS
would be yelling for his death. There is more than just a
valuable lesson, there is a wealth of revelation to last a life
HOLY WEEK
time when it comes to consideration of just who are we
MONDAY: SALLY BROWN
supposed to please in this life. From a young age we are
TUESDAY: FR. GLENN O’CONNOR
to "make people proud", certainly not to cause shame to
WEDNESDAY: FR. KEVIN MORRIS
those we represent and so on and so forth. We are to be
*THURSDAY: 5:30PM-EVENING MASS OF THE
"true to our school, our flag, our job, our country and all
LORD’S SUPPER: FOR THE PARISH
*FRIDAY:3:00PM-LITURGY OF THE PASSION
sorts of interests attempting to claim some part of us. In
*VIGIL: 8:00 PM-EASTER VIGIL: FOR THE PAR- short we certainly may not think for a moment that we beISH
long entirely to ourselves. There is certainly nothing
7:30: SALLY BROWN
wrong with loyalty, allegiance and all manner of ties we
10:00: LOUELLA THISE
establish throughout our lives. There is however, one
NOON: FOR THE PARISH
*HOLY TRIDUUM-NOTE THE TIMES
thing to remember and that is above all else we belong to
GOD. The psalmist reminds us that He made us, we belong to Him. In this we then weigh up every other allegiance, great and small, and place it under our one true
allegiance, namely God. And that is precisely what Jesus
MEMORIAL FLOWERS
did as he rode into Jerusalem. Having lived his whole life,
Those serving in our Armed Forces, especially those sol- up to that point, in complete fidelity and allegiance to his
diers who have connections to our parish: (Robert Bohan Father he was not about to give it all over to crowds who
favored him one day and cursed him the next, and neither
& Melvin Elliott). (Tom Spencer, Marian Davies, Shirley
should we. We have heard it said in a variety of ways that
Owen, Bob Wann & Gordon Yantis). (Norb & Mark Fitz- we are known by the "company we keep", or conversely
Simons, Jay M. Killian). For the poor souls in Purgatory. by the "company we avoid". Nowhere is it more important than constantly keeping the company of the Lord
(Marge, Mike & Ann Kirsch). Marvin Anthrop. Juan
who is our very strength and salvation, in Him do our
Dano. (Edna Holbrook, Mary Craigmile). (Jim & Joe
souls find rest and whose opinion of us never changes, his
Albregts). (Brose & Miller families).
love is steadfast in the face of a very fickle and wayward
world. So trust not in mortal man in whom there is no
help for our help comes from the Lord who made heaven
and earth.
*THURSDAY-EVENING MASS OF THE LORD’S
SUPPER 5PM/FRIDAY-LITURGY OF THE PASSION 3PM/*SATURDAY-EASTER VIGIL 8PM
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He Set His Face to Go to Jerusalem
Luke describes the arrival of Jesus in Jerusalem at the beginning of that last week of his earthly life:
As he was drawing near, at the descent of the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to rejoice and
praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty works that they had seen, saying, "Blessed is the King who comes in the
name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the highest! (Luke 19:37, 38)

Palm Sunday: Today and To Come
There is no doubt what was in the disciples' minds. This was the fulfillment of Zechariah's prophecy given centuries earlier:
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! Lo, your king comes to you; triumphant and
victorious is he, humble and riding on an ass, on a colt, the foal of an ass. I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the
war horse from Jerusalem, and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall command peace to the nations; his dominion
shall be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth. (Zechariah 9:9, 10)
The long-awaited Messiah had come, the king of Israel, and not just of Israel but of all the earth. Jerusalem would be his
capital city. From here he would rule the world in peace and righteousness. What a day this was! How their hearts must
have pounded in their chests! And must not their hands have been sweaty like warriors in readiness just before the bugle
sounds the battle! How would he do it? Would he whip up the enthusiastic crowds and storm the Roman praetorium—a
people's revolution? Or would he call down fire from heaven to consume the enemies of God? Would any of his followers be lost in the struggle? The tension of the moment must have been tremendous!
The Pharisees had a double reason for wanting this kind of welcome silenced. On the one hand, this Jesus was a threat to
their authority, and they envied his popularity (Mark 15:10). On the other hand, they feared a Roman backlash to all this
seditious talk of another king (John 11:48). Therefore they say to Jesus, "'Teacher, rebuke your disciples.' But he answered, 'I tell you, if these were silent, the very stones would cry out!"' (Luke 19:39, 40). No, he will not rebuke them for
this. Not now. The hour has come. The authority of the Pharisees is done for. If the Romans come, they come. He will
not silence the truth any longer. To be sure the disciples' understanding of Jesus' kingship at this point is flawed. But hastening events will correct that soon enough. In essence they are correct. Jesus is the king of Israel, and the kingdom he is
inaugurating will bring peace to all the nations and spread from sea to sea. The book of Revelation pictures the final fulfillment of Palm Sunday in the age to come like this:
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I looked and behold, a great multitude which no man could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and
tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and
crying out with a loud voice, "Salvation belongs to our God who sits upon the throne, and to the Lamb!" (Revelation 7:9,
10)
The entry into Jerusalem with waving palms (John 12:13) was a short-lived preview of the eternal Palm Sunday to come.
It needed to be said. If the disciples hadn't said it, the rocks would have.
I like to think of all our worship in this age as rehearsal for the age to come. One day we, who by God's grace have been
faithful to the Lord, are going to stand with innumerable millions of believers from Bangladesh, Poland, Egypt, Australia, Iceland, Cameroon, Ecuador, Burma, Borneo, Japan, and thousands of tribes and peoples and languages purified by
Christ, with palms of praise in our hand. And when we raise them in salute to Christ, he will see an almost endless field
of green, shimmering with life and pulsating with praise. And then like the sound of a thousand Russian choruses, we
will sing our song of salvation, while the mighty Christ, with heartfelt love, looks out over those whom he bought with
his own blood.
Had Jesus taken his throne on that first day of palms, none of us would ever be robed in white or waving palms of praise
in the age to come. There had to be the cross, and that is what the disciples had not yet understood. Back in Luke 9, as
Jesus prepared to set out for Jerusalem from Galilee, he tried to explain this to his disciples. In verse 22 he said, "The
Son of Man must suffer many things, and be rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the
third day be raised." And in verse 44 he told them, "Let these words sink into your ears; for the Son of Man is to be delivered into the hands of men." But verse 45 tells us, "They did not understand this saying, and it was concealed from
them that they should not perceive it; and they were afraid to ask him about this saying." Therefore, their understanding
of Jesus' last journey to Jerusalem was flawed. They saw him as a king moving in to take control. And he was. But they
could not grasp that the victory Jesus would win in Jerusalem over sin and Satan and death and all the enemies of righteousness and joy—that this victory would be won through his own horrible suffering and death; and that the kingdom
which they thought would be established immediately (Luke 19:11) would, in fact, be thousands of years in coming.
And their misunderstanding of Jesus' journey to Jerusalem results in a misunderstanding of the meaning of discipleship.
This is why this is important for us to see, lest we make the same mistake.
Jesus' Resolution to Die

In Luke 9:51–56 we learn how not to understand Palm Sunday. Let's look at it together. "When the days drew near for
him to be received up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem." To set his face towards Jerusalem meant something very different for Jesus than it did for the disciples. You can see the visions of greatness that danced in their heads in verse 46:
"An argument arose among them as to which of them was the greatest." Jerusalem and glory were just around the corner.
O what it would mean when Jesus took the throne! But Jesus had another vision in his head. One wonders how he carried it all alone and so long. Here's what Jerusalem meant for Jesus: "I must go on my way today and tomorrow and the
day following; for it cannot be that a prophet should perish away from Jerusalem"(Luke 13:33). Jerusalem meant one
thing for Jesus: certain death. Nor was he under any illusions of a quick and heroic death. He predicted in Luke 18:31f.,
"Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and everything that is written of the Son of man by the prophets will be accomplished. For he will be delivered to the Gentiles, and will be mocked and shamefully treated and spit upon; they will
scourge him and kill him." When Jesus set his face to go to Jerusalem, he set his face to die.
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Remember, when you think of Jesus' resolution to die, that he had a nature like ours. He shrunk back from pain like we do. He
would have enjoyed marriage and children and grandchildren and a long life and esteem in the community. He had a mother
and brothers and sisters. He had special places in the mountains. To turn his back on all this and set his face towards vicious
whipping and beating and spitting and mocking and crucifixion was not easy. It was hard. O how we need to use our imagination to put ourselves back into his place and feel what he felt. I don't know of any other way for us to begin to know how
much he loved us. "Greater love has no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends" (John 15:13).

If we were to look at Jesus' death merely as a result of a betrayer's deceit and the Sanhedrin's envy and Pilate's spinelessness
and the soldiers' nails and spear, it might seem very involuntary. And the benefit of salvation that comes to us who believe
from this death might be viewed as God's way of making a virtue out of a necessity. But once you read Luke 9:51 all such
thoughts vanish. Jesus was not accidentally entangled in a web of injustice. The saving benefits of his death for sinners were
not an afterthought. God planned it all out of infinite love to sinners like us and appointed a time. Jesus, who was the very embodiment of his Father's love for sinners, saw that the time had come and set his face to fulfill his mission: to die in Jerusalem
for our sake. "No one takes my life from me (he said), but I lay it down of my own accord" (John 10:18).
Jesus' Journey Is Our Journey
So Jesus sets out for Jerusalem, and it says in the text that "he sent messengers ahead of him, who went and entered a village
of the Samaritans to make ready for him; but the people would not receive him because his face was set toward Jerusalem." It
doesn't really matter whether this rejection is just because Jesus and his companions are Jews and Samaritans hate Jews, or
whether the rejection is a more personal rejection of Jesus as the Messiah on his way to reign in Jerusalem. What matters for
the story is simply that Jesus is already being rejected, and then the focus shifts to the disciples' response, specifically the response of James and John.
James and John ask Jesus, "Lord, do you want us to bid fire to come down from heaven and consume them?" (verse 54). Jesus
had already named these brothers "sons of thunder" (Mark 3:17). Here we get a glimpse of why. I take this passage very personally because my father named me after one of these sons of thunder. And I think I probably would have said what John did
here: "Jesus, we are on the way to victory. Nothing can stop us now. Let the fire fall! Let the judgment begin! O, how Jerusalem will tremble when they see us coming!" Jesus turns, the text says, and rebuked them (verse 55). And they simply went to
another town.
Now what does this mean? It means, first of all, that a mistaken view of Jesus' journey to Jerusalem can lead to a mistaken
view of discipleship. If Jesus had come to execute judgment and take up an earthly rule, then it would make sense for the sons
of thunder to begin the judgment when the final siege of the Holy City starts. But if Jesus had come not to judge but to save,
then a radically different form of discipleship is in order. Here is a question put to every believer by this text: does discipleship
mean deploying God's missiles against the enemy in righteous indignation? Or does discipleship mean following him on the
Calvary road which leads to suffering and death? The answer of the whole New Testament is this: the surprise about Jesus the
Messiah is that he came to live a life of sacrificial, dying service before he comes a second time to reign in glory. And the surprise about discipleship is that it demands a life of sacrificial, dying service before we can reign with Christ in glory.

What James and John had to learn—what we all must learn—is that Jesus' journey to Jerusalem is our journey, and if he set
his face to go there and die, we must set our face to die with him. One might be tempted to reason in just the opposite way:
that since Jesus suffered so much and died in our place, therefore, we are free to go straight to the head of the class, as it were,
and skip all the exams. He suffered so we could have comfort. He died so we could live. He bore abuse so we could be esteemed. He gave up the treasures of heaven so we could lay up treasures on earth. He brought the kingdom and paid for our
entrance and now we live in it with all its earthly privileges.

PALM SUNDAY 0F THE PASSION OF THE LORD
APRIL 14, 2019
But all this is not biblical reasoning. It goes against the plain teaching in this very context. Luke 9:23, 24 reads: "If any
man would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. For whoever would save his
life will lose it; and whoever loses his life for my sake, he will save it." When Jesus set his face to walk the Calvary road,
he was not merely taking our place; he was setting our pattern. He is substitute and pacesetter. If we seek to secure our
life through returning evil for evil or surrounding ourselves with luxury in the face of human need, we will lose our life.
We can save our life only if we follow Christ on the Calvary road. Jesus died to save us from the power and punishment
of sin, not from the suffering and sacrifices of simplicity for love's sake.
Notice verses 57 and 58 (this is Jesus' way of correcting James' and John's misconception about the glories of discipleship): "As they were going along the road, a man said to him, 'I will follow you wherever you go.' And Jesus said to him,
'Foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head."' Why does Jesus
tell a would-be disciple that he has no place to lay his head? The answer is simple enough for a child to see: because he
expects disciples to be like him, and he wants them to know it is costly; the Calvary road is not the road of material prosperity. Now that doesn't mean disciples have to sleep standing up, but it does have something to say about how many
places you've invested in to lay your head; and how much comfort and luxury you seek to surround yourself with.
Brothers and sisters, with 16,000 hidden people groups still waiting to hear the gospel, and millions of children starving
through no fault of their own, and many people in our own country hard-put because of joblessness and emptiness, it is
unconscionable that disciples of Jesus Christ can go right on pursuing the American dream. What excites me about Bethlehem Baptist Church are the signs in many of you that you have an alternative dream—a dream of breaking loose from
the shackles of this self-serving, consumer culture in which we live—a dream of doing something radical. Something
radically loving with your house, something radically loving with your portfolio and your income, something radically
loving with your free evenings, something radically loving with your job. Some of you are discovering such wonderful
freedom from the love of things. And hand in hand with that comes an amazing freedom from vengeance. The more secure you are in God rather than things, the less inclined you are to return evil for evil and the more open you are to nittygritty involvement with those who are least lovely and most needy. The more this happens, the more striking and fruitful
will be the witness of this church to Jesus.
I close with a personal word about where we are at Bethlehem. We have just come through seven weeks of messages
aimed largely at unbelievers. I have prayed earnestly that people would be saved. I gave invitations every Sunday morning. I don't know to what eternal use God may put those messages yet. I know that for myself they were a great nourishment. Jesus Christ is all the more precious now: his truth, his taking away my guilt, his giving me the hope of eternal
life, his gift of authenticity, his presence in my family, and his all-satisfying spiritual beauty. I love Jesus Christ, and O,
how I want to follow his footsteps on the Calvary road in every part of my life, and bring others with me.
But for all that, my heart tells me now that it is a mistake to preach to unbelievers in our worship services and to give
regular invitations. One of the most important reasons is this: this pattern builds into the mindset of Christians the idea
that church services are where people get saved, and preachers are the people who win them to the Lord. I think both of
those ideas are wrong and self-destructive in the long run. Church services are for praising God and for empowering
saints to live lives of radical love in the world. If we praise the Lord from our hearts and if we live all for love instead of
retaliation or luxury, we will be the most compelling invitations that Christ can give.
If Christ set his face to go to Jerusalem, we ought to help one another week after week to set our faces like flint against
the allurements of riches and retaliation and follow the King of kings on the Calvary road.
By John Piper. ©2015 Desiring God Foundation. Website: desiringGod.org
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What is RCIA?
Are you interested in knowing more about the Catholic way of
life? Follow your heart and join us on the journey of Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. Just because you start RCIA, doesn't
mean you are committed to finished. If you are merely curious
about what Catholicism is, please feel free to come. All are welcome. The journey involves learning about the teachings and
traditions of the Church as well as sharing in its rituals which
outwardly express the community’s blessing, joy and support.

•

Inquirer - anyone who is in RCIA simply to check out the possibility and learn more, but is very much uncertain about making any
decision.

•

Catechumen - any unbaptized person who has made a decision to
possibly enter the Catholic Church.

•

Candidate - any baptized Christian who has made a decision to
possibly enter the Catholic Church. A candidate can also be a baptized Catholic who has never received First Communion or any
religious instruction.

•

Catholic Adult Confirmation Candidate - These are Catholics
who join the class for a number of weeks only to prepare for their
Confirmation.
Though the primary focus of the Rite of Christian Initiation of
Adults is the would-be Catholic, it encourages entire parishes to
ask: How can we become a warm, welcoming, hospitable community in which our brothers and sisters can hear the Good News?
RCIA sessions invite everyone to reach out to catechumens by
being involved. We invite lifelong parishioners, former RCIA candidates, and anyone curious about our faith. Everyone is welcome.

The RCIA Process
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults describes a process in which men and
women are guided and cared for as they awaken in faith and are gradually introduced to the Catholic way of life. The RCIA process is a series of carefully
planned stages, marked by liturgical rites in the presence of the whole community, in which new Catholics embark on and join us in a continuing and deepening
conversion into faith and discipleship. The RCIA takes the distinctive history
and spiritual needs of each person into account, differentiating between the
baptized and the unbaptized, the catechized and the uncatechized. The needs of
mature, practicing Christians from other faith traditions are considered on an
individual basis.
The full RCIA process consists of four periods of awakening, growth and formation marked by celebration of three major rites involving the whole community.

OUR CANDIDATES
JOHN BEKE: “I’ve always been
interested in the Catholic
Church. Working with the
Missionaries of Charity I was
gradually drawn deeper into
the life of the Church. Now, I
wish to participate more fully.

GEORGE MOUNCE: Marrying
and raising children in the
Catholic Faith I have finally
come to a deeper realization
of how I wish to enter into
that more fully with my wife.

CLAYTON RASCOE: Introduced to
Catholicism in late 20’s through a
friend I have developed a deeper
desire to become more closely united to the Church.

SUNDAY OFFERING:
$9328
“FIND OUT HOW MUCH GOD HAS GIVEN
YOU, AND FROM IT TAKE WHAT YOU NEED;
THE REMAINDER IS NEEDED BY OTHERS”
ST. AUGUSTINE

