
OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE 

NOVEMBER 24, 2019 

MASS INTENTIONS 

 

MONDAY: DEACON WILLIAM RAHILL 

TUESDAY: LEO 7 MARJORIE SONDEROTH 

WEDNESDAY: SPECIAL INTENTION 

THURSDAY: THANKSGIVING FOR FAVORS 

GRANTED 

FRIDAY: POOR SOULS 

VIGIL: ANNABELLE BOHAN 

7:30: JOHN LIBBERS 

10:00: LAURA HARDEN 

NOON: FOR THE PARISH 

MASS READINGS 

MONDAY: DN 1:1-6,8-20/LK 21:1-4 

TUESDAY: DN 2:31-45/LK 21:5-11 

WEDNESDAY: DN 5:1-6,13-14, 16-17,232-28/

LK 21:12-19 

THURSDAY: DN 6:12-28/LK 21:20-28 

FRIDAY: DN 7:2-14/LK 21:29-33 

SATURDAY: ROM 10:9-18/MT 4:18-22 HERE 

ENDS THE YEAR OF GRACE 2019 

NEXT SUNDAY: FIRST SUNDAY OF AD-

VENT IS 2:1-5, ROM 13:11-14, MT 24:37-44 

 

MEMORIAL FLOWERS 

All members of St. Annôs parish, families-living 

& deceased:  Robert Bohan.  Thomas & Jerry 

Butz.  Edna Holbrook.  Patricia Riehle.  Donn 

Miles.  (Edward & Olive May, Bill Buckles).  

(Bob Griffin & John Scowden).  David & Jean 

Cooley.  Marvin Antrhop.  Shirley Wagner.  

(Alicia Gonzalez & William Nunnally).  Robert 

Bohan 

GOSPEL REFLECTION: 

"Amen, I say to you, 

ñétoday you will be with me in Paradise." 

Off all the edits, proclamations and so on and so forth uttered by 

earthly kings since the origin of monarchy not has carried so 

much force and power as the one uttered by Jesus our King in 

todayôs gospel.  This day he says you will be with me in para-

dise. If we could possibly appreciate precisely what this means 

and just who exactly is say it we would indeed be unable to con-

tain ourselves.  Our souls long to hear these words and it is in 

that vein that we experience so much in life that seems out of 

sorts.  When we were created for one thing and we drag our-

selves along to all sort of other things then it is no wonder that 

we feel lost, alienated, at odds with ourselves, others and God, 

even at odds with the world in general.  It all began in a sort of 

Paradise in which, as the story goes, our first parents were situat-

ed in a relationship with God which was as it should be.  Wish-

ing to be something other than a beloved creature, Adam sought 

to remove himself from Godôs protection and strike out on his 

own, whatever that would mean! Since then we have tried to be 

our own kings and queens, proclaiming this and thinking it true, 

ordaining this and that and pretending to have some sort of rule 

over things when in truth we were only building castles in the air 

in which we would never be allowed to live.  Assuming that we 

actually knew something about authority we attempted to create 

as such only to be shown that we no nothing at all.  In the full-

ness of time God sent his only Son who would, through loving 

service and selfless giving, demonstrate the foundation upon 

which true authority is built.  This ñemptying of selfò become 

then for us the model of what it means to be co-rulers with our 

God and King.  By following the example of Jesus in his servant 

from of love we truly inherit the kingdom prepared for us before 

the foundation of the world.  By feeding the hungry, clothing the 

naked, visiting the sick and imprisoned we have demonstrated 

our great authority precisely where it matters. Through this activ-

ity our souls begin to hear those words of Jesus to the repentant 

thief.  This is fitting since through these acts of charity we relin-

quish the authority we have attempted to steal and receive mercy 

and grace in return. In doing these things we reflect the fact that 

we are indeed moved by the same Spirit which has been given to 

us by Him who was raised from the dead and is now seated at the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty, to the Blessed Trinity be 

all praise and glory forever and ever.  AMEN 
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To Jesus Christ, our Sov'reign King, 

Who is the world's salvation, 

All praise and homage do we bring, 

And thanks and adoration. 

Christ Jesus Victor, Christ Jesus Ruler! 

Christ Jesus, Lord and Redeemer! 

2. Thy reign extend, O King benign, 

To ev'ry land and nation, 

For in Thy kingdom, Lord divine, 

Alone we find salvation. 

3. To Thee and to Thy Church, great King, 

We pledge our hearts' oblation, 

Until before Thy throne we sing, 

In endless jubilation. 

Is He your King? Really? A Meditation on the Gospel of Christ the King 

Msgr. Charles Pope Å   

On the feast of Christ the King, we are called to acknowledge that Jesus is, in fact our King. It is one thing to say that he 
is our King because the song in Church we sang said that, or the preacher said that, or the Bible says that. Yes, faith does 
come by hearing. But there also comes a moment when WE must say that Jesus is our King. When we must personally 
affirm what the Church has always announced: ñJesus is Lord, and he is King, he is my king. He has authority in my 
life.ò And this must become more than lip service. It must become a daily, increasing reality in our life. Kings take care of 
us, but they also have the authority to command us. Can Christ command you or me? Or are we more typical of the mod-
ern person who doesnôt like to be told what to do? Or perhaps we suffer from the more mild form of this attitude that 
reduces and trivializes Jesus to being the ñharmless hippieò who just says pleasant things about peace and flowers, but 
would never rebuke us or command us to repent. 

And so, again the question for us: Is Jesus Christ your King? 

And that brings us to the Gospel for todayôs Mass. (Year B Gospel) Now, the Gospels are not theater, as though we were 
in the audience and watching a story unfold, a story that took place 2000 years ago. No, we are in the story. We are not 
just to observe what Peter, or Pilate, of James, or Mary Magdalene do. They are us and we are them. One of the things 
that this means is that when Jesus asks them a question, we cannot merely wait and see how they will answer as though 
we were watching a movie. No, WE have to answer the question. In todayôs Gospel the spotlight moves to Pontius Pilate. 
And the Lord asks the critical question of him (i.e. us) that we are here pondering. And we cannot simply wait to see how 
Pilate answers that question, WE have to answer it. Consider this Gospel in three stages. 

I. INDECISION ï In a remarkable display of literary artistry, John and the Holy Spirit vividly depict the vacillation 
of  Pontius Pilate. For in this  Gospel passage of the trial of Jesus, Pilate goes in and out of the Praetorium (i.e. the Gover-
norôs palace) more than a bell-hop through the revolving door of a hotel. Indeed he goes in and out seven times. Note the 
text with the texts describing his motions highlighted in bold text: 

29So Pilate went out to them and said, ñWhat accusation do you bring against this man?ò é..33Pilate [re]entered the praetori-
um and called Jesusé..ò 39After he had said this, he went out to the Jews again, and told them, ñI find no crime in 
himé..1Then Pilate took Jesus [back into the praetorium] and scourged himéé  

http://blog.adw.org/2012/11/is-he-your-king-really-a-meditation-on-the-gospel-of-christ-the-king/
http://blog.adw.org/author/cpope/
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Pilate went out again, and said to them, ñSee, I am bringing him out to you, that you may know that I find no crime in himé.8When 

Pilate heard these words, he was the more afraid; 9he re-entered the praetorium and [spoke] to Jesusé.12Upon this Pilate [went back 

out] and sought to release him, but the Jews cried out, ñIf you release this man, you are not Caesarôs friendéWhen Pilate heard 

these words, he brought Jesus out and he sat down on the judgment seaté..(John 18-19 selected verses) 

Did you count? Seven times Pilate goes in or out of the Praetorium! Such a picture of indecision and vacillation! Heôs trying to 

please the crowds, heôs trying to please his wife (who had warned him to have nothing to do with that innocent man (Mat 27:19)), 

heôs trying to help Jesus. But he canôt decide! In and out he goes! 

He is like us. We say we love God, but we also love the world. We want to please others, we want to please God. We cannot do 

both. We have to decide. But instead we vacillate, we go back and forth. We are Pilate. We are often locked in indecision, we vac-

illate, trying to please the world, trying to please others and to please God. 

Is Pilate really so different from many of us? Faced with a crucial decision, he weighs the consequences that choosing Jesus will 

have on his career, his future, his family, his loyalty to country and Caesar, his access to power, and so forth. And while we may 

rightfully criticize Pilate for his choice, is it not easy for so many of us to make compromises with the world for the sake of simi-

lar things? How often does Jesus our King take a back seat to career, politics, convenience and so on? And so easily we stay root-

ed in vacillation, compromise and indecision. 

II. INQUIRY ï And now, in the midst of all this indecision comes the question. 

Pilate begins with his own question: ñAre you the King of the Jews?ò (John 18:33) But Jesus, who is on trial, turns the tables on 

Pilate and putting him on trail asks him the crucial question: 

ñAre you saying this on your own or have others been telling you about me?ò (John 18:34). 

A remarkable question! And guess what?! YOU have to answer it, I have to answer it. Do not wait for Pilate, he has already made 

his answer and he has faced his judgment centuries ago. But YOU, and ME, how do WE answer the question? Now notice what 

the Lord is getting at. He is asking you if you call him a King merely because you have heard others say this or because you per-

sonally know him to be King. Is he really your King, or this just a slogan youôve heard in church before? Do you believe he is 

King or do you merely parrot what youôve heard others say? There is an old Gospel song that says, ñYes I know Jesus for my-

self.ò But is that really the case with us? Too many of us are satisfied with a kind of inferential faith. Inferential faith is based 

merely on what others have said: ñI think, or suppose, that is I infer that Jesus is Lord because my mother said so, or my pastor 

said so.ò This is a good beginning, for after all, faith comes by hearing (Rom 10:17). But there comes a moment when YOU have 

to say so. It is not enough that your pastor says so, or your mother says so. And thus Jesus is asking you and me right now: ñAre 

you saying I am King on your own or merely because others have said so?ò Answer himé..Itôs a crucial question isnôt it? The 

faith of the Church is essential, normative and determinative, but at some point you have to step up and say, I personally affirm 

that the faith of the Church is true and is mine and I hereby declare: ñJesus is Lord and King.ò And what does it mean that he is 

King? As we have already discussed, A king has authority doesnôt he? Does Jesus have authority in my life? Do I have the obedi-

ence of faith (Rom 1:5) and base my life upon his will? A king also takes care of his people and protects them. Do I allow the Lord 

to feed me with the Holy Eucharist? Do I allow him to protect me from the poison of sin by the sacrament of confession and the 

medicine of his Holy Word? Am I willing to live within the protection of the walled city of his Church? Is the Lord really my 

King? How do I answer? Is it more than a slogan or is his Kingship real? Let the Lord ask one more time: 

Are you saying I am a king on your own or have others been telling you about me? 

III. IMPLICATION ï You have to answer. To refuse to answer, IS to answer.A fascinating and wondrous literary device is em-

ployed by John and the Holy Spirit in this Gospel passage. We have already seen how Jesus, who was on trial, has turned the 

tables, and it is now Pilate who is really on trial. Pilate who has the duty to question Jesus is now being questioned by him. And it 

is Pilate who must now make a decision, not so much about Jesus, but about himself. He has been asked a question he cannot 

ultimately avoid and now it is time to answer. And here is where the ingenious literary device comes into play. Look carefully at 

this line from Johnôs Gospel and see if you notice anything strange: 
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Upon this [the shouting of Crucify him!] Pilate sought to release him, but the Jews cried out, ñIf you release this man, you 

are not Caesarôs friend; every one who makes himself a king sets himself against Caesar.ò When Pilate heard these words, he 

brought Jesus out, and he sat down on the judgment seat at a place called The Pavement, and in Hebrew, Gabbatha. (John 

19:12-13) 

So what is strange here? Well notice that when Pilate has Jesus brought out, ñheò sat on the judgment seat. Who exactly is 

sitting on the judgment seat? Well, you might say, Pilate of course!ò And historically that might have been true. But the 

text is ambiguous as to the exact identity of ñheò and most Scripture scholars argue that it is supposed to be ambiguous. 

From the standpoint of historical facts it was likely Pilate who took that seat. But from the standpoint of Divine Justice it 

is Jesus who takes that seat. He has turned the tables on Pilate. Pilate is now on trial and the verdict is about to be re-

vealed. Pilate will seal his own fate when he hands Jesus over to be crucified. His vacillation is over. He has made his 

choice. He has answered the question. From this context it is Jesus who sits silently upon the judgment seat. The verdict is 

in. In deciding to hand Jesus over, in deciding to favor himself and the crowds over Jesus, Pilate has brought judgment on 

himself. Too many of us have cartoonish notions about our final judgment. Many today conceive of that judgment as ei-

ther a benign Jesus giving us a great big hug, or for the condemned, an angry Lord gleefully passing judgment on his 

ñenemies.ò Perhaps too there is some notion of the repetition of our deeds, good or bad, and the pronouncing of some sort 

of verdict, while we cringe and wait. But Jesus is not a King who imposes his Kingdom. He is one who invites our entry 

into his Kingdom. So ultimately judgment is about our choice, not His. And. thus what if judgment is finally this: the 

Lord, who suffered for us, respectfully and quietly seated on the Judgement seat, accepting our final choice, a choice that 

is the cumulative sum of all our choices, a choice that is now and forever fixed? Isnôt that what really happens here? The 

Lord has called the question for Pilate, as he does for us. But the choice is for Pilate and the judgement he brings on him-

self. A choice either to accept the Lordôs kingship, or to reject it and see the Lord led away, while he (Pilate himself) 

stands alone, the judgment having been rendered by his own choice. Yes, there are implications as to whether we accept 

the Lord for our King or not. Today the Lord asks us all: ñWill you let me be your King?ò And to those of us who say, 

ñyes,ò the Lord has this further question, ñAre you saying this on your own or is it just that others have been telling you 

about me?ò Is he really our King? Think about it. There are implications. 

The question that we cannot fail to answer has now been answered by Pilate. What is your answer? What is mine? 

Our Lord will invite and encourage. He will seek for your permission to "come in." But He will not enter 
without your invitation. And once in, He will not stay if you want Him to leave. "Behold, I stand at the door and 

knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with 

Me." (REVELATION 3:20). 

The heart of the faithful disciple is a dwelling of God. It is to be a sacred place. Jesus enters our hearts as an invited 

guest, but more than that, as our king and Lord. If we refuse to allow Him to sit down on the throne of our heart, then 

He will not consent to be our guest. Many try to limit Him to being their guest, sort of like a Sunday visitor you would 

have over for dinner. Come Monday, He's expected to leave until next Sunday. 

I PETER 3:15; "...but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone that 

asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence..."  

What does it mean to "sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts"? To "sanctify" means to "hallow" or to "make holy." The 

point is to make Jesus at home in your heart. Put Him on the throne. Give Him honor and glory. Love and obey Him. 

Allow nothing to crowd Him from the throne. Jesus said, "No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the 

one and love the other, or he will hold to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and mam-

mon." (MATTHEW 6:24). Too many try to serve two masters; they invite Jesus to sit on one throne and materialism 

to sit on the other. Problem is; there is only one throne. There are not two. Jesus said it was simply impossible to serve 

both, so do not try. Instead, sanctify Christ as Lord in your heart!  

By Jon W. Quinn 
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SUNDAY OFFERING:  

 $8770 

ñFIND OUT HOW MUCH GOD 

HAS GIVEN YOU, AND FROM IT 

TAKE WHAT YOU NEED; THE RE-

MAINDER IS NEEDED BY OTH-

ERSò  

ST. AUGUSTINE 

59/Φ н-{ǘΦ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ !ǉǳƛƴŀǎ 
59/Φ н-{ǘΦ aŀǊȅΣ CǊŀƴƪŦƻǊǘ 
59/Φ с- {ǘΦ .ƻƴƛŦŀŎŜ 

59/Φф-{ǘΦ CǊŀƴŎƛǎ ·ŀǾƛŜǊΣ !ǩŎŀ 
59/Φ мм-{ǘΦ .ŜǊƴŀǊŘΣ /ǊŀǿŦƻǊŘǎǾƛƭƭŜ 
59/Φ мн-{ǘΦ WƻǎŜǇƘΣ /ƻǾƛƴƎǘƻƴ 
59/Φ мс-{ǘΦ [ŀǿǊŜƴŎŜ 

59/ мт ςс-уta .ƭŜǎǎŜŘ {ŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘ 
59/ муς /ŀǘƘŜŘǊŀƭ 
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ADVENT VESPERS ð DEC 6, 13, 20 

 WE WILL BEGIN WITH EXPOSTION AT 

5PM, RECONCILIATION AVAILABLE UNTIL 

5:30 THEN VESPERS, LIGHTING OF THE 

ADVENT WREATH. A WONDERFUL OP-

PORTUNITY TO FOSTER THE SPIRIT OF 

ADVENT AND TO PREPARE FOR THE 

JOYFUL  GIFT OF THE INCARNATE 

WORDΦ  

TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS  

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

SUNDAY DECEMBER 1,2019 - 2:00 PM EST.  

St. Charles Borromeo Catholic Church  

58 West 5th Street.  Peru, IN 46970 

Celebrant: Father Andrew DeKeyser  

Contact (765) 398-1935 

If interested in singing with St. Dunstan Schola  

 Please call: (765) 210-4413 
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Sun Mo Tue  We Thu  Fri  Sat 

11ST SUNDAY 

OF ADVENT  

SRE 

2 3 4 5RCIA 6PM BT  6ADVENT VES-

PERS 5PM CH 

7LAND OF 

PEACE HERE 

WITH HAND-

CRAFTED RELI-

GIOUS ITEMS  

82ND SUNDAY 

OF ADVENT   

SRE 

9NOT A 

HOLYDAY THIS 

YEAR 

10 11 12RCIA 6PM 

BT 
13ADVENT 

VESPERS 5PM CH 
14 

153RD SUN-

DAY OF ADVENT  

 NO SRE OR PAR-

ISH BREAKFAST  

16 17 18 19RCIA 6PM 

BT 
20 SK VOLUN-

TEER LUNCHEON  

ADVENT VESPERS 5PM 

CH 

21 

224TH SUN-

DAY OF ADVENT  

NO SRE 

23 24 

VIGIL 6PM  

MIDNIGHT 10 PM  

25 

DAWN 7:30 AM/ 

DAY 9:30 A.M.  

26NO RCIA  27 28 

29HOLY 

FAMILY  

NO SRE 

30 31     
GROUPS, CONTACTS AND ACTIVITIES:   

FINANCE COUNCIL, STEVE SCHILLING-

steve_schilling@hotmail.com PARISH COUNCIL, 

SANDRA MCMAHON ssmcmahon1@comcast.net 

RCIA, TOM MATTINGLY tpmatt@gmail.com 

ACTION COMMUNITY(SAA), ROSE KILLIAN 

ALLENDUF killianrm54@gmail.com HOME-

BOUND(HB) kshatke@yahoo.com RELIGIOUS 

EDUCATION, FR. DOMINIC domi-

nic@stannli.comcastbiz.net 

CITY ADVENT PENANCE 
SERVICES 

ST. THOMAS, DEC 2 
ST. BONIFACE, DEC. 6 
ST LAWRENCE, DEC. 16 
BLESSED SACRAMENT, DEC 
17 (6-8 PM) 
CATHEDRAL, DEC 18 ïALL 
TIMES 7 PM  


