
THIRTEEN SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

JUNE 28, 2020 

MASS READINGS 
 

MONDAY: EPH 2:19-22, PS 117, JN 20:24-29 
TUESDAY: GN 19:15-29, PS 130, MT 8:23-27 
WEDNESDAY: GN 21:5,8-20A, PS 34, MT 8:28-

34 
THURSDAY: GN 22:1B-19, PS 115, M5 9:1-8 
FRIDAY: GN 23, PS 106, M5 9:9-13 

SATURDAY: GN 27:1-5, 15, 29, PS 135, M5 9:14
-17 

NEXT SUNDAY: FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME ï RDGS: ZEC 9:9-10, PS 

145, ROM 8:9,11-13, M5 11: 25-30 

MASS INTENTIONS 

MONDAY: HAROLD GRETENCORD 

TUESDAY: ROBERT KINGMA 

WEDNESDAY: LYNN YOUART 

THURSDAY: LILLIAN MILLS 

FRIDAY: POOR SOULS 

VIGIL: LILLIAN MILLS 

7:30: AIDA BAYLOSIS 

10:00: LYNN YOUART 

NOON: FOR THE PARISH 

MEMORIAL FLOWERS 
 
 

All members of St. Annôs parish, families-living & 
deceased:  Dean Butz family.   (Burnell, Anna & 
Henry Totten, Victor & Dorothy Ringle, Robert 
Stump). Marvin Anthrop. (Schubach, Polley & 
Hunter families). (Anne, Bobby Jo & Leonard 
Fletcher, Ruth Fleener). Richard Livingston.  Luke 
Spitznagle. Carl Matthew Waclawik. Charles & 
Mable Clapp & family. Ray & Brenda Kincaid,  de-
ceased members of Schlosser & Kanthack families. 

GOSPEL REFLECTION: 

 

Whoever finds his life will lose it, 

and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 

 

After a while we should become accustomed to hearing sayings 
from Our Lord such a this on and immediately recognize what he 

is telling us.  His degree of urgency notwithstanding allows us to 
probe beyond the merely literal to a degree of spiritual interpre-
tation which fits in nicely with what we have come to know as 

the ñpath laid out for usò. (Ps 16:6)  Since Jesus is the ñWay, the 
Truth and the Life,ò (Jn 14) we trust that what he says has a cer-

tain authority especially in those areas which deal most specifi-
cally with ñlife and deathò issues.  Finding our life happens to be 

one of those.  How do we go about finding something the likes 
of which we are totally unfamiliar with?  Looking for something 
usually implies that we have some idea of what that might be.  

Once again, we might hear out Augustine on this when he says 
in his Confessions, O God you have made us for yourself and 

our hearts are restless until they rest in you.ò Augustine certainly 
didnôt invent this, he is merely echoing the psalmist who in turn 

is speaking from the heart of every man and woman.  At the very 
center of our search for self is the search for God or, to involve a 

truly biblical image that of Godôs search for us.  ñWhere are you 
Adam?ò(Gn 3:9) God asks this question not to satisfy his own 
curiosity about where half of his human creation might be but to 

prompt Adam to consider where he is now that he has FALLEN, 
that he as separated himself from God.  He is wandering in the 

ñvalley of the shadow of deathò, (Ps 23) thatôs where he is!  And 
if we discover this truth for ourselves we wish nothing more than 

to have God find us and bring us to where we need to be in order 
the have our lives ñsavedò.  We might think that because we a 
safely tucked with the bosom of the Church all is well but the 

Church was never meant to be a hiding place any more than the 
shrubbery behand which Adam sought to hide when he fell. In-

stead the Church is a place of discovery of who we are in God 
and what we are to continue to become if we are to ñknow love 

and serve him in this world so as to be with him in the nextò.  
Hence it is the job of the Church to force us out of our hiding 
places and into the light of Christôs love, a love which has at is 

very heart the giving of self in order to find oneself.  Our Lord 
exemplified this when, according to the hymn in Philippians we 

read that ñhe emptied himself, obediently accepting death, even 
death on the crossò and ñbecause of this God raised him and 

gave him the name ABOVE EVERY OTHER NAME (Phil 2:6-
11)é.which is precisely why we place our trust in his every 

word.  
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5 Steps to Finding Godôs Will for 

Your Life 
By Sarah Christmyer 
 
 
How to Find God's Will When I was a kid, we had no problem mak-
ing choices. We went with our gut, and if someone disagreed, we 
ñshot it outò with Rock, Paper, Scissors or tossed a coin, then threw 
ourselves into whatever it was. 
 
Somewhere along the line, things got complicated. We read ñTwo 
Roads Diverged in a Yellow Woodò and learned that a choice can 
define a life. Wanting to do Godôs will, we began to agonizing over 
those choices. 
 
What is the will of God for my life, and how can I find it? 
 
Sometimes I wonder if weôre meant to get as worked up about ñlife 
choicesò as we do. ñWhatever you do, do your work heartily, as for 
the Lord and not unto men,ò St. Paul told the Colossians in 3:23, 
clearly more interested in the how than the what. 
 
The fact is, we already know what the will of God is: 
ÅYour holiness: ñFor this is the will of God, your sanctificationò (1 
Thess 4:3; ñsanctificationò refers to growth in holiness). 
ÅYour right actions: ñHe has showed you, O man, what is good; and 
what does the LORD require of you but to do justice, and to love 
kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?ò (Micah 6:8) 
ÅYour thankful heart: ñRejoice always, pray constantly, give thanks 
in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for 
youò (1 Thess 5:16-18) 
ÅYour love of Him and others: ñYou shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mindé 
[and] You shall love your neighbor as yourselfò (Matt 22:37-39). 
This ñexpresses his entire will,ò according to Catechism no. 2822. 
Fulfilling what we do know to be Godôs will for us ought to be our 
top priority. Beyond that, he has given you free will and he has told 
you his purpose for you: 
ñYou did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you 
should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abideò (John 
15:16) 
Each of us has God-given talents and abilities, a unique background 
and circumstances. We are to be responsible stewards of those gifts, 
so we can ñgo and bear fruitò in his love. And to help us do that, we 
have a conscience and the ability to reason. 
And we have free will. 
Part of being human is making choices, even when itôs hard. In do-
ing so, we learn to follow God and hear his voice. We grow in faith. 
And although God shows us the goal and provides signposts along 
the way, long stretches of our path may lie in darkness. 
Thatôs where the trust comes in. 

5 Practical Steps in the Right Direction 
 
Maybe youôve heard it said, ñGod canôt steer a ship thatôs 
not moving.ò Thereôs truth to that. So, how do you start 
moving? Here are five ways to get started: 
 
1. Persevere 
 
Finish what youôve already been given to do. If you canôt 
see where to go next, you may not be done where you are. 
 
2. Pray 
 
Seek God and commit your way to him (see Psalm 37:5). 
Cultivate the attitude of Jesus ð ñNot my will, but thine be 
done.ò 
 
3. Discern 
 
Consider the pros and cons before you, the situation, the 
likely outcomes. Where can you best use your gifts? If you 
feel Godôs leading: are you paying attention? Seek counsel 
from trusted advisors. 
 
4. Evaluate 
 
Rule out those things that are against Scripture or Church 
teaching, that cause harm or require sin, that act against 
your chosen vocation. 
 
5. Navigate 
 
Now make your best choice, staying attentive to his voice 
and moving where you have inner peace. 
Perhaps St. Augustine said it best: 
ñLove God and [then] do what you willé. In all things, let 
the root of love be within, for of this root can nothing 
spring but what is good.ò 
 
Sarah Christmyer is co-developer with Jeff Cavins of The 
Great Adventure Catholic Bible study program. She serves 
as Strategic Consultant of The Great Adventure and is au-
thor or co-author of a number of the studies. Sarah has thir-
ty years of experience leading and teaching Bible studies. 
She helped launch Catholic Scripture Study and is co-
author of "Genesis Part I: God and His Creation" and 
"Genesis Part II: God and His Family," published 
by Emmaus Road. Sarah has a BA in English literature 
from Gordon College in Wenham, MA, and is working 
toward a Masters of Theology at St. Charles Borromeo 
Seminary in Philadelphia. Raised in a strong evangelical 
family, she was received into the Catholic Church in 1992. 
Sarah also writes at comeintotheword.com/. 

http://ascensionpress.com/t/category/study-programs/catholic-bible-study/adult-bible-study
http://ascensionpress.com/t/category/study-programs/catholic-bible-study/adult-bible-study
http://www.emmausroad.org/%2FGenesis-Part-I-God-and-His-Creation-Genesis-111-P3267.aspx
http://www.emmausroad.org/Genesis-Part-II-God-and-His-Family-Genesis-12-50-FONT-colorff0000bTemporarily-Out-of-StockbFONT-P3481.aspx
http://comeintotheword.com/
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What does it really mean to give your life 
to Christ and trust God? 

Part I: The Role of Trust 
Yes, absolutely ï ñwhat it boils down to is trust.ò Thatôs the very 
core of the spiritual life, of redemption, of friendship with Christ 
and the ever-growing happiness brought by that friendship. First, I 
want to try and explain a little bit about why trust is so central. 
Then in a second post I will try to address some of your practical 
concerns. 
The History of the Universe 
We have to start with the history of the universe (sorry). The first 
period was right after Creation. The human family was living in 
harmony with God, and therefore with nature and each other. Then 
the second period began: original sin destroyed that harmony and 
threw the human family into a fallen world, with a fallen human 
nature. Suffering, evil, betrayal, frustration, angsté It all started to 
spread after original sin. The original harmony was shattered, bare-
ly a memory. In this midst of this second period of the history of 
the universe, God decided to save us, to redeem us, to lead us back 
into his friendship, give us hope for everlasting fulfillment, and 
forge a new path to Heaven. How did he do it? Thatôs the story of 
the Bible, culminating in Christôs incarnation, passion, resurrec-
tion, and establishment of the Church. When this second period is 
over, we will enter into the third period, the New Heavens and the 
New Earth, in which suffering and evil are banished forever. 
So, if you reflect on this a bit, you will see that the key to the dra-
ma is original sin. It separated us from God, and that separation is 
what Jesus came to reverse. In what did original sin consist? If we 
can understand that, then we will understand ourselves and our 
fallen nature, and also the path that Jesus set for our spiritual reha-
bilitation. 
The Black Box in Original Sin 
Here is what original sin consisted in, as explained by the Cate-
chism, #397: 
Man, tempted by the devil, let his trust in his Creator die in his 
heart and, abusing his freedom, disobeyed Godôs command. This 
is what manôs first sin consisted of. All subsequent sin would be 
disobedience toward God and lack of trust in his goodnessé 
Did you get that? All sin, all rebellion against and alienation from 
God, originates in a lack of trust in Godôs goodness. The meaning, 
interior peace, and fulfillment we long for can only come from 
living in friendship with God, which requires rehabilitating our 
trust in him. I could write an encyclopedia about this, but for now, 
letôs move on to Jesus and his role in our lives. God knew that he 
needed to regain our trust, and he chose to do so through the Incar-
nation. Jesus is the revelation, the definitive revelation, of Godôs 
totally trustworthy goodness. Jesus is the manifestation of Godôs 
limitless mercy, love, and passionate dedication to you. 
Jesus Reveals Godôs Trustworthiness 
Did you ever wonder, for example, why Jesus had to suffer so 
much in order to save us?  (Did you see The Passion of the Christ? 
His suffering was gargantuan!) Itôs because he wanted to show us 
that there is absolutely no limit to his love for us, his mercy to-
wards us.  

No matter what we do to him ï scourge him, betray him, 
insult him, abandon him, crucify him, through our sins and 
selfishness ï he still loves us; he will never give up on us. 
And no matter what other people may have done to us, Je-
sus understands, because he has been there, and so he can 
walk with us. Thatôs just one example of the revelation of 
Godôs trustworthiness in Jesus. 
And so, the Christian life consists in walking with Jesus 
through each day and each season, and letting him win over 
our hearts, letting him teach us about his wisdom, good-
ness, and power, so that we gradually exercise more and 
more trust in him, thus rebuilding our friendship with God 
and the deep meaning and fulfillment that that friendship 
brings. 
Okay, so thatôs why you are absolutely right when you say 
ñwhat it boils down to is trust.ò And I am so grateful to the 
Holy Spirit for having given you, through your prayer and 
reflection, that most important insight!!! 
Part II: Growing in Trust 
Part I of this series gave us a chance to reflect on the rea-
sons why trust, confidence in God, is at the heart of the 
spiritual life. Now onto the more practical issues.  Every 
Christian has two basic sectors in life: our contemplative 
sector, and our conquering sector. 
Contemplative 
The contemplative sector touches our interior life, our pray-
er life, our constant interior journey to discover and experi-
ence more and more deeply this boundless love, goodness, 
and trustworthiness of God. You have had a great jump 
start in this area since your search began ï God has been 
guiding you along and moving you pretty quickly! So, in 
this sector, you simply need to keep moving. Keep praying, 
receiving the sacraments, going on retreats, doing spiritual 
readingé Itôs very helpful in this regards to have some 
specific prayer commitments, and to have regular spiritual 
direction to receive guidance in prayer. Specifying these 
commitments is a great topic for spiritual direction. Godôs 
will for you in this sector is to keep moving forward on the 
path that he has already led you to. 
And Conquering 
The conquering sector touches our exterior life, our mission 
of making a difference in the world, of imaging to those 
around us the very goodness of God that Christ reveals to 
us. This has to do with living the virtues and gifts of the 
Holy Spirit in your everyday life: honesty, purity, patience, 
generosity, service, forgiveness, responsibility, faithfulness, 
courage, self-denialé Itôs about being the kind of wife, 
mother, friend, etc. that Christ wants you to be. Itôs about 
following the commandments, and most especially the one 
that sums up all the other ones: ñLove one another as I have 
loved youò (John 15:12). This can also overflow into activi-
ties directly dedicated to spreading the faith (we call this 
ñapostolateò) ï like starting a Bible study or organizing 
pilgrimages, etcé  

http://spiritualdirection.com/2011/01/27/his-desire-for-you
http://spiritualdirection.com/2011/01/27/his-desire-for-you
http://spiritualdirection.com/2011/01/27/his-desire-for-you
http://spiritualdirection.com/2011/01/31/what-does-it-really-mean-to-give-your-life-to-christ-and-to-trust-god-part-i-of-ii
http://spiritualdirection.com/topical-series-and-resources-on-the-spiritual-life/spiritual-direction
http://spiritualdirection.com/topical-series-and-resources-on-the-spiritual-life/spiritual-direction
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Eighty-five percent of the time, Godôs will for you in this 
active sector is really, really obvious: he wants you to ful-
fill your responsibilities as a wife and mother, as a friend 
and parishioner, with sincerity, love, joyé Doing that real-
ly is doing his will. Think about the Blessed Virgin Mary 
and St Joseph during all those years when Jesus was grow-
ing up ï and Jesus himself! They lived a very ñnormalò life 
from the worldôs perspective, and thatôs how they glorified 
God and grew in their friendship with him; God worked in 
hidden ways through their non-dramatic daily obedience, 
just as he makes crops grow little by little, in hidden ways, 
day after day. 
The other 15% of the time we have doubts about what God 
wants of us. This may be regarding big life decisions 
(where to life, what job to take, who to marry, what to do 
with a problem child, how to deal with an elderly parent 
who can no longer take care of themselvesé), or it may be 
regarding individual, personal decisions: Should I go on 
my parishôs pilgrimage to Rome?é In these cases, we 
have to exercise the virtue of ñprudence.ò By prudence, we 
ask God for light, then we reflect calmly about the pros and 
cons of the different options, then we get good advice from 
people we trust, and we wait for the decision to become 
clear, listening to our hearts. 
As regards this conquering sector, it is very helpful to grow 
in self-knowledge through is called a program of life. You 
may want to consider doing a Spiritual Exercises retreat, 
during which retreatants develop programs of life. This is 
important because we sometimes get stuck in developing 
our trust in God because there are blocks in our emotional 
or intellectual lives that we donôt identify ï experiences 
from our past that have left their mark, usually. Spiritual 
direction and a program of life are excellent tools to identi-
fy and gradually remove these hidden blocks. 
Frustration Doesnôt Come from God 
In your question, I detected some frustration, and maybe 
even impatience. Your desire to grow closer to God is so 
strong! This is a grace from God, and I am so glad you are 
grateful for it! But watch out ï frustration and impatience 
donôt usually come from the Holy Spirit. You see, the spir-
itual life, our friendship with Christ, isnôt something that 
we ever finish. We can never check off ñtrust in Godò from 
our to-do list.  It is a journey that lasts our whole life long ï 
and it is full of incredibly beautiful discoveries (and some 
painful ones too). God is rehabilitating our trust, little by 
little. When heôs done, he takes us home. He is the doctor 
of our souls, and healing always takes time.  He is our per-
sonal trainer, and he knows what we need and when we 
need it, but we donôt always like taking the necessary time 
to allow his grace to produce results in our lives! So when 
you feel that frustration or impatience, ask yourself if, ob-
jectively speaking, there is more that God wants you to be 
doing.  

If you are making a decent effort (thatôs all God needs from us) on 

both these fronts ï contemplative sector and conquering sector ï 

then rest assured that you are moving forward on this wonderful 

pilgrim path through earth to Heaven, and that God is pleased and 

excited to have you by his side! 

 
Fr. John Bartunek, LC, S.Th.D, received his BA in History from 
Stanford University in 1990. He comes from an evangelical Chris-
tian background and became a member of the Catholic Church in 
1991. After college, he worked as a high school history teacher, 
drama director, and baseball coach. He then spent a year as a pro-
fessional actor in Chicago before entering the religious Congrega-
tion of the Legionaries of Christ in 1993. He was ordained a Catho-
lic priest in 2003 and earned his doctorate in moral theology in 
2010. 

O God, early in the morning I cry to you. 
Help me to pray and to concentrate my 
thoughts on you: I cannot do this alone. In 
me there is darkness, but with you there is 
light. I am lonely, but you do not leave me. I 
am feeble in heart, but with you there is 
help. I am restless, but with you there is 
peace. In me there is bitterness, but with you 
there is patience. I do not understand your 
ways, but you know the way for me... Re-
store me to liberty, and enable me so to live 
now that I may answer before you and be-
fore me. Lord, whatever this day may bring, 
your name be praised. (Composed in a Nazi 
prison while awaiting his execution.) 

5ƛŜǘǊƛŎƘ .ƻƴƘƻŜũŜǊ όмфлс-мфпрύ 

http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/15464b.htm
http://spiritualdirection.com/2009/06/30/what-is-a-program-of-life-and-why-is-it-important-to-my-spiritual-progress
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ñAmen, amen, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat 
falls to the ground and dies, it remains just a grain 
of wheat; but if it dies, it produces much fruit.ò 

John 12:24 
Death does not necessarily sound all that inviting to most 
people.  So, how should we look at death? 
First of all, death, literally speaking, is a passing from this 
world to the next.  When our time comes in accord with the 
will of God, we should welcome it and anticipate our full 
immersion into the life of God.   
But this Scripture passage speaks of death on another lev-
el.  We should see ourselves represented by the grain of 
wheat that achieves its potential only by falling to the 
ground and dying.  In that natural act, it is planted in the 
fertile soil and grows, producing an abundance of good fruit. 
How should we see ourselves represented in this natural 
action?  We do so by embracing death 
to self so that we can be planted in the 
fertile soil of the grace of God and 
produce an abundance of good fruit. 
Dying to oneself means that we let go 
of all selfishness in life.  First, all in-
tentional acts of selfishness must be let 
go, but then even unintended selfish-
ness must be let go.  What is 
ñunintended selfishness?ò 
Unintended selfishness is a way of 
referring to everything in life that you 
hold on to and cling to simply because 
you want it for yourself.  This could 
include even good things such as a 
loving relationship.  Itôs not that we 
should do away with good things in 
life, such as loving relationships; ra-
ther, we must not cling to anything, 
even good things, for selfish mo-
tives.  Love, when it is authentic love inspired by God, al-
ways is detached and selfless, looking only toward the good 
of the other.  This is the most pure death to self that we can 
live.  When this level of love is lived, that of complete self-
less detachment, God enters into our lives and into each 
particular situation of our lives bringing forth an abundance 
of good fruit.  This is a gift that is more powerful than any-
thing we can do on our own, because it is the fruit of a total 
death to self, transformed by God into new life. 
Reflect, today, upon your calling to die.  First, reflect upon 
the literal death from this world that you will one day expe-
rience.  Do not fear that moment; rather, see it as a glorious 
transition into the fullness of life.  Second, look for ways 
that you can die to yourself, here and now.  Identify practi-
cal and concrete ways that God is calling you to this form of 
death.  Know that, in this act, glorious gifts of new life 
await. 
Lord, I give myself to You and Your holy will in a total and 
sacrificial way.  I choose to die to self so that You can bring 
forth new life from this act of selfless surrender.  Take me, 
dear Lord, and do with me as You will.  Jesus, I trust in You. 

So Thomas, called Didymus, said to his fellow disciples, ñLet 
us also go to die with him.ò John 11:16 

What a great line!  The context is important to understand.  Thom-
as said this after Jesus told His Apostles that He was going up to 
Jerusalem because Lazarus, His friend, was ill and close to 
death.  In fact, as the story unfolds, Lazarus actually did die before 
Jesus arrived at his house.  Of course, we know the end of the sto-
ry that Lazarus was raised up by Jesus.  But the Apostles tried to 
keep Jesus from going to Jerusalem because they knew there were 
many who had been quite hostile toward Him and wanted to kill 
Him.  But Jesus decided to go anyway.  It was in this context that 
St. Thomas said to the others, ñLet us also go and die with 
him.ò  Again, what a great line! 
Itôs a great line because Thomas appeared to say this with a cer-
tain resolve to accept whatever was waiting for them in Jerusa-
lem.  He appeared to know that Jesus was going to be met with 

resistance and persecution.  And he also 
appeared to be ready to face that persecu-
tion and death with Jesus.   
Of course Thomas is well known to be 
the doubter.  After Jesusô death and Res-
urrection he refused to accept that the 
other Apostles actually saw Jesus.  But 
even though he is well known for his act 
of doubting, we should not miss the cour-
age and resolve he had in that mo-
ment.  At that moment, he was willing to 
go with Jesus to face His persecution and 
death.  And he was even willing to face 
death himself.  Even though he ultimately 
fled when Jesus was arrested, itôs be-
lieved that he eventually went as a mis-
sionary to India where he did ultimately 
suffer martyrdom. 
This passage should help us to reflect 
upon our own willingness to go forth 
with Jesus to face any persecution that 

may await us.  Being a Christian requires courage.  We will be 
different than others.  We will not fit in with the culture around 
us.  And when we refuse to conform to the day and age we live in, 
we will most likely suffer some form of persecution as a re-
sult.  Are you ready for that?  Are you willing to endure this? 
We also must learn from St. Thomas that, even if we do fail, we 
can start again.  Thomas was willing, but then he fled at the sight 
of persecution.  He ended up doubting, but in the end he coura-
geously lived out his conviction to go and die with Jesus.  Itôs not 
so much how many times we fail; rather, itôs how we finish the 
race.   
Reflect, today, upon the resolve in the heart of St. Thomas and use 
it as a meditation upon your own resolve.  Do not worry if you fail 
in this resolve, you can always get up and try again.  Reflect also 
upon the final resolution St. Thomas made when he did die a mar-
tyr.  Make the choice to follow his example and you, too, will be 
counted among the saints of Heaven. 
Lord, I desire to follow You wherever You lead.  Give me a firm 
resolve to walk in Your ways and to imitate the courage of St. 
Thomas.  When I fail, help me to get back up and resolve again.  I 
love You, dear Lord, help me to love You with my life.  Jesus, I 
trust in You. 

https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/John%2012.24
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/John%2011.16
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SUNDAY OFFERING  

 $6705.00 

ñFIND OUT HOW MUCH GOD HAS 

GIVEN YOU, AND FROM IT TAKE 

WHAT YOU NEED; THE REMAIN-

DER IS NEEDED BY OTHERSò 

ST. AUGUSTINE 


