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1 Sunday of Advent
Dec 7/8
Saturday Sunday
12/01/19
Mass
Atkinson, St Joseph 6:00pm
10:30am
Monday
NO MASS
St. Boniface, Stuart No Mass
8:30am
Tuesday
10:00 AM (Good Sam) + Angelo & Ida
St Patrick, O’Neill
5:00pm
9:00am
Marinello
St Joseph, Amelia
No Mass 11:00am
5:30 PM at St. Boniface
Schedule Ss. Peter & Paul, Butte No Mass
8:30am
Wednesday 8:15 AM + Jim Schaaf
St Mary, Spencer
No Mass 10:30am
Thursday 11:15 AM at St. Boniface
Assumption, Lynch 5:30pm
No Mass
Friday
8:15 AM + SJ Memorial Society Enrollees
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday
6:00 PM + Larry Kliment
for Ss. Joseph and Boniface:
Sunday
10:30 AM + Kenny Lane
One half hour before each
weekend Mass or by appointment
“Stay awake!” These words in the Gospel of Matthew [Matt 24:37-44] this weekend strike us to the core
as we begin the Advent season. These words also foreshadow the disciples’ struggle during the agony in
the garden. The call to stay awake presumes that we might be dozing off, idling our time away. Disciples
must be ready at all times without resorting to a false sense of security.
Jesus tells his audience that as it was in the time of Noah, so shall it be at the coming of the Lord. In
Noah’s day, human beings went steadily on their way, unaware and apparently unconcerned that
something larger was at work. Yet, “the flood came and carried them all away.” Jesus tells his listeners
that the Son of Man will come when we do not expect it. These words were written for Matthew’s
community, which might have grown complacent during the intervening decades between Jesus’ time on earth and the composition of the gospel.
But these same words are for us, even two thousand years later. Rather than expecting a cataclysmic event like the flood of Noah or something
apocalyptic, we might consider our own death, which may come when we least expect it. Unfortunately, some preachers and many others take the
imagery in this gospel passage literally. There was even a 2014 movie that depicts the events from Matthew’s gospel in graphic detail.
The film, Left Behind starring Nicolas Cage, was widely dismissed and received dismal reviews from critics and many movie goers. It portrays a
regular day with families, friends, people going to work, etc., when suddenly millions of people around the world vanish in an instant with resulting
mayhem, disorder, and disaster—cars crash, planes fall from the sky, and more. The remaining people resort to panic, looting, and violence. The
character played by Cage is perplexed as he tries to sort out what this means. And all of this is brought to you by a loving God! It’s not likely Jesus
had such a scenario in mind two thousand years ago, though it does sell movie tickets.
Perhaps there is a reason biblical literalism, also known as a fundamentalist approach to Scripture, is referred to as “a kind of intellectual suicide”
by the Pontifical Biblical Commission (The Interpretation of the Bible in the Church, 35). As Catholics, we recognize the theological truth conveyed
in these gospel stories are much more profound than that portrayed in a 2014 action/horror film. When we reduce the message of Christ to
crashing planes and big explosions, we may be fairly sure we are no longer on sound footing.
So, we must be prepared for the coming of the Son of Man, when we meet our own personal end (death). And with respect to that day, none of us
knows when it might be. It will come as a thief in the night. Therefore, we should not grow weary, but instead “stay awake!”
The transformation that happens with the paschal mystery reaches out to us in our daily lives. Any tendency to become lethargic is thwarted by a
resounding call to “stay awake!” The mystery of Christianity, the life, death, resurrection, and ongoing life of Jesus animates us so we are no longer
complacent. We are not carried away by the latest thriller or a glittering spectacle. Our life in Christ makes us rooted in God’s vision of the world.
We see the world through new lenses. We are prepared for anything that might come, even our own death. In a state of preparation, then, we are
alert, aware, and awake. The metamorphosis on the horizon approaches. It is coming, though we know not when.
These Advent days pass quickly, take some time to slow down and enjoy the stillness.
Ad Multos Annos!
Fr. Bernard Starman

Warm Up With…a bowl of soup, relish & dip, bars & cookies at the KC
Hall beginning @ 4:30 TODAY! Also, take in the Live Nativity & Parade
of Lights downtown Atkinson.

It’s Sure To Put…you in the Christmas Spirit! Plan
to join parish & community members at the annual St. Joseph School Christmas Program to be
held in church on Tue., Dec. 10 @ 6:30pm. The students & Mrs. Vrooman have worked very hard
to prepare for this event. It will not disappoint!!! Join everyone following the program at the
elementary school for refreshments.

The Altar Society…is once again planning to have the Advent
Baby Shower. Baby items will be given to New Beginnings Pregnancy
Resource Center. A bassinet will be in the vestibule of church the
weekends of Dec. 7/8 and Dec. 14/15. Baby products such as diapers (all
sizes except newborn), sleepers, blankets & bottles are needed.
Monetary donations will also be accepted to purchase car seats. Please make checks payable to Beginning Resources.
Direct ??? to Cindy Kubik. 402.340.0049.
Auction Total…

$67,920.50.

Many thanks!!!

Good Sam. & Prairie Winds----Dec. 8---D. Rentschler & L. Wolf

2nd Collection Next Weekend…for Religious Retirement

The HARVEST IS GREAT, LABORERS ARE FEW----Taking the vocation crucifix this week––Tim
Laible Family. The week of December 8––Joe & Patti Skrdla.

Janice Ries, Emma Lou Gunther, Darrin Wedige, Gianna Slaymaker, Lois Tunender,
Nathan Boyle, Garrett Scholz, Marilyn Morrison, Blakely Bouska, Miranda Ijames,
John Gilg, Phil Fritz, John Mathis, Jerry Schaaf.
The OACCW…and its deaneries are accepting scholarship applications from high school senior girls who are
Catholic and plan to attend a public or private college university. Each deanery may award a scholarship, and the
application and essay of the winner of each deanery scholarship will be sent to the OACCW Scholarship Chair to
compete for a $500. OACCW Scholarship. Requirements & mailing addresses for each deanery contact are available
from high school guidance counselors. All documentation should be submitted to the applicant’s deanery Council of
Catholic Women contact, and be postmarked by January 15, 2020. Late applications will not be considered.
Contact: Kim Estes, OACCW Publicity Chairmen, 402.340.2866/ 402.924.3125
A CCD Teacher…will be needed for the juniors & seniors to teach in Atkinson
beginning second semester. Let’s get this position filled SOON. Have you taken time
to think & pray about this? PLEASE contact Deb Liewer, 402.340.2288.

EVENTS
•
•
•
•
•
•

This afternoon––Soup @ KC Hall, Live Nativity & Parade of Lights
Wed. Dec. 4––Adoration, noon until 3pm
Wed., Dec. 4––CCD classes
Mon., Dec. 9––Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary…a holy day. Mass will be celebrated @
8:15am; however, it is not obligatory since it falls on Monday.
Tue., Dec. 10––St. Joseph School Christmas program, 6:30pm @ church
Tue., Dec. 17––Taco supper hosted by SJ School Faculty @ West Holt High
LITURGICAL MINISTERS…Dec 7/8
MASS TIMES
EMHCs

LECTORS
GIFT BEARERS
ORGANIST
SERVERS

DEC USHERS

SATURDAY
BLaible, S&D
Osborne
Tim Hamik
Kathy Kliment
Jayne Fetherston
Abigail Mathis
Ryanna Mathis
Keagan Mathis
Jim Vrooman
Pat Kennedy
Bernard Ziska
Ethan Welborn

SUNDAY
DLiewer, J&P
Skrdla, LWolf,
SRossman
Don Slaymaker
B. Borer Family

THE LORD’S PORTION---11.24.19
Adult envelopes
1,188.00
Loose cash
126.50
Loose checks
360.00
Midweek deposit
25.00
Online Giving
390.00
2,089.50
Budget…Sunday…

Mason Troidl
Brinley Kerkman
Felycia Kerkman
Tim Laible
Jerry Laible
Greg Dostal
Richard Kilmurry

Harvest
CCHD

3,561.58
-1,472.08
575.00
457.00

School Board Meeting: Wed., Dec. 4, 8pm

