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MAY 17, 2020
“If you’re good at the restaurant, we can have dessert,” the parents said to their children. It was one
in a string of many negotiations they made to encourage good behavior. As it happened, behavior
was good, and everybody was able to order dessert. The next day, the parents said, “If your room is
clean, you can go out to play.” After some delay, all the children cleaned their rooms enough to
earn some outside time. These kinds of conditional promises may be familiar to parents, children,
teacher, students, and more. We might be a bit surprised to hear one open the gospel passages this weekend (John 14:15-21). Jesus says to
his disciples, “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.” While this is not exactly the same as the two examples above, the
conditional nature of the statement is similar.
Another way to restate what Jesus said might be this: “When you keep my commandments, I know you love me.” What precisely are Jesus’
commandments? In the Gospel of John, the commandments are as simple and profound as this: “Love one another” (John 13:34; cf. John
15:12). Most of the other ethical demands Jesus cites in the Gospel of John are rooted in the Ten Commandments. So, we might say that
when we love one another, we demonstrate that we love Jesus. Put another way, when we do not love one another, we demonstrate that we
are not loving Jesus. But loving one another can be challenging. It’s like the comedian said: “I love humanity, just not human beings.” We
are called to love not only in the abstract, but in particularity. The gospel passage closes with these words: “And whoever loves me will be
loved by my Father, and I will love him and reveal myself to him.” When we continue to develop into loving human beings, who express
that love in service to others, we experience the love of God. Christ himself is revealed in the loving relationships we have with one another,
and for that reason these relationships may be considered “holy.” The entire gospel can be summed up by this Johannine emphasis on the
love of God, the love of Christ, and the command for us to love one another.
As Christians we seek to follow the example of Christ, who poured himself out in love for his friends. Especially in the Gospel of John, we
hear the word “love” often. For example, “God so loved the world that he sent his only son” (John 3:16), the simple and straightforward
“God is love” (1 John 4:8), and of course the command to “love one another” (John 13:34; 15:12). The command seems so simple, but it is
very difficult to carry out. Here we have no list of duties or acts to perform, such as going to church or saying certain prayers. Instead, we
have the profound command to love. Love knows no limits and there is not a point when we say “enough.” Love sees the other as another
self, so that the needs of the other are as important as our own. When modern communication has made the world a global village, the needs
of our neighbors can seem overwhelming.
Where do we stop? Yet, we are called to move beyond ourselves as Jesus did and to place our lives in service of the other, in imitation of
him. Then we may merit the name “disciple,” when we are known by our love.
A few days ago, I received a mailing from Mt. Angel Abbey and Seminary where I completed my theology studies, it included the following
prayer:
Prayer for Peace in the Storm
Living God, our refuge and strength, even the wind and sea obey your voice. Put the wind back in it’s place, and say to the sea: Quiet! Be
still! Fill us with great faith, and save us from the surging water, so that we may tell the good news of your saving love; through Jesus Christ
our hope in the storm. Amen.
The monks of Mt. Angel and I invite you to pay this prayer as often as you wash your hands throughout the day.
Ad multos annos!
Fr. Bernard Starman
Pastor

ASCENSION OF OUR LORD…MAY 21
By His Ascension, the Risen Lord draws the gaze of the apostles----and our gaze---to the heights of heaven to show us that the end of our journey is the Father.
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St. Boniface Prayer List: Kirstine Chvala, Lee Ann Maher, Margaret Smolik, Garrett Scholz, Kate Steinhauser,
Blakely Bouska, John Hladky, Coralie Thomas, Isaac Schultie, Dick Steinbach & Kathryn Shald.

The Parish of St. Boniface…offers condolences to the family of Dick Kaup. Our
prayerful thoughts are with you at this time. Dick was called home by the Father on May 11.
May He hold you in the palm of His hand today and in the days ahead.

We Salute…our 2020 graduating seniors of Stuart High: Colton Kaup,
Lainey Paxton, Logan Reynolds, Madison Stracke & Morgan Wallinger. As
you begin a new chapter in your life may you always remember where you
came from. We wish you good luck, prayers and our blessings as you look
forward to the next chapter in your life. There is no limit to what you can do if
you keep believing in yourself.
Prayer Partners----We ask you to please reveal yourself to the senior you chose last fall to pray for &
remember throughout their school year. Thanks to the prayer partners and the seniors for participating in this
program.
We Pray For Those With Special Concern For All Who Are Ill---From St.
Joseph’s Or Connections To SJ: Emma Lou Gunther, Darrin Wedige, Gianna Slaymaker,
Lois Tunender, Nathan Boyle, Marilyn Morrison, Miranda iJames, Garrett Scholz, Blakely Bouska,
John Gilg, Phil Fritz, John Mathis, Jerry Schaaf, Michelle Bulau, Phil Schmaderer, Rob Klinetobe,
& Sandra Maybon.
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John Wenner Memorial….of $135.00 to St. Joseph School. Please continue to pray for John Wenner & his family.

