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MAY 24, 2020
Dear Parishioners and Friends of the Catholic Parishes of Western Holt and Boyd Counties,
The day is finally approaching when we will reopen our churches for public liturgies. The
clergy team has been working nearly constantly to develop a plan that we feel is in compliance
with the Directed Health Measure that is in force at this time, and will provide for the safety of
all of us during this COVID-19 pandemic. The seating capacities will be greatly limited, but we don’t expect there to be an issue with
overflow crowds the first few weeks. You will be receiving more information this week. Unless there is drastic change in our
circumstances, we intend to resume public Masses in all 7 of our churches at the regular times on Saturday, May 30 and Sunday, May
31 . Weekday Masses will resume on Tuesday, May 25 in O’Neill, Atkinson and Stuart. On the weekend of the 30 and 31 we
celebrate the great Feast of Pentecost; I think a very good celebration for us to gather together again even with our limited numbers.
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As we near the end of the Easter season, we hear a gospel reading from John [17:1-11a]. The setting is Jesus’ final prayer to the
Father prior to his being betrayed on the night before his death. The prayer is more than three chapters long (chapters 15–17)!
Moreover, it concludes on a somewhat startling note with Jesus saying he is NOT praying for the world “but for the ones you have
given me.” He says he will no longer be in the world, but they are in the world.
In some ways this episode seems a far cry from some of Jesus’ earlier words in this same gospel about how “God so loved the world
he gave his only son.” But these episodes together summarize one of the overarching themes of John’s gospel. Jesus was with God
from the beginning. God’s love for the world meant he sent his only Son, who revealed the name of God to those chosen. Jesus prays
for these chosen few who know the only true God. They know the one sent by God, Jesus Christ. And this knowledge is eternal life.
Now Jesus prepares to return to the Father, departing this world. Those chosen few, who came to know God and the one he sent,
Jesus, remain in the world with the assistance of another Advocate.
It’s clear that this gospel and even its language is unlike the others. This Gospel of John reflects its own unique theological vision
about Jesus and his identity. Much later, a heresy known as “Gnosticism” arose, claiming among other things that knowledge was the
way to eternal life. The Gospel of John was the favorite among Gnostics, and this gospel passage we read today might give us some
indication as to why. But for us two thousand years later, we may hear the passage proclaimed this week and nod approvingly. Even
so, it would be good to listen carefully for the theological nuances of the text, recognizing the role of knowledge, eternal life, glory,
prayer, and the world. Jesus prays not only for the disciples in his day and time, but for us today. He is no longer in the world as he
once was, but we are. His prayers for us strengthen us as we live in the midst of the world. We are the objects of his prayer. In the face
of all we encounter in the world, we have an advocate in Jesus, and another advocate in the Spirit. On the night before he died, this
prayer was for us.
We live in the world but are not of the world. Such is Christian identity, as it is rooted in Jesus’ identity. God so loved the world that
he gave his only son. But he called those who were his own in the world. The son came for us; we have been chosen. When we feel
called by the allure of the world, let us recall that the world is only a temporary home for us. A bright future awaits where love reigns
and glory is resplendent. The night before he died, Jesus prayed for us and for all those who were chosen by God. Rather than make us
smug, this knowledge should humble us and cause us to emulate him who came to serve rather than be served.
For Jesus in the Gospel of John, the crucifixion is the lifting up, the exaltation of the Son of God. With eyes of faith, let us see anew
and reorient our lives.
See you soon! Ad multos annos!
Fr. Bernard Starman, Pastor

May 24, 2020….Collection….St. Boniface
Envelopes (5) $580.00
Easter (1)
40.00

Ascension (1) 25.00
TOTAL
645.00

St. Boniface Prayer List: Kirstine Chvala, Lee Ann Maher, Margaret Smolik, Garrett Scholz, Kate Steinhauser,
Blakely Bouska, John Hladky, Coralie Thomas, Isaac Schultie, Dick Steinbach & Kathryn Shald.

On This Special Day…let us pause to remember the brave American soldiers who
made the ultimate sacrifice for this country. Their courage, commitment and the
selflessness will always be remembered with gratitude. We will never forget that
freedom is not free.

Through the high Priesthood of Jesus Christ…God has given final and lasting peace to Rev.
Monsignor Nelson A. Newman, who died on April 30, 2020. May Msgr. Newman & all whom the Lord has called
home find eternal peace and joy with our Ascended Lord.
Those With Special Concern For All Who Are Ill---From St. Joseph’s
Or Connections To SJ: Emma Lou Gunther, Darrin Wedige, Gianna Slaymaker, Lois
Tunender, Nathan Boyle, Marilyn Morrison, Miranda iJames, Garrett Scholz, Blakely Bouska,
John Gilg, Phil Fritz, John Mathis, Jerry Schaaf, Michelle Bulau, Phil Schmaderer, Rob
Klinetobe, & Sandra Maybon.

Catholic Charities Announces…Telehealth Counseling Services. Catholic Charities is now offering
secure, web-based video-conferencing Telehealth Counseling Services to help individuals and families navigate
these uncertain times. We counsel according to Catholic doctrine and Catholic social teaching and strive for positive
outcomes that include prevention, early intervention, improved behavorial and emotional functioning, and accessible
care. To learn more about Catholic Charities’ Telehealth Counseling Services, associated fees, and insurance
plans accepted, visit ccomaha.org today, or call 531-213-7396 to schedule an appointment.
THE LORD’S PORTION---05.22.20-----St. Joseph’s
Adult Sunday Envelopes (12)
2,538.00
Online Giving (3)
511.94
TOTAL
3,049.94

