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Pentecost
05/31/20
Monday
NO MASS
Tuesday
NO MASS
Wednesday 8:15 AM + Monsignor Nelson Newman
Thursday
NO MASS
Friday
8:15 AM + SJ Memorial Society
Saturday
NO MASS
Sunday
8:30 AM + All Souls
Sacrament of Reconciliation: One half hour
prior to Sunday Morning Mass

“Suddenly there came from the sky a
noise like a strong driving wind and it
filled the entire house in which they
were. Then there appeared to them
tongues as of fire, which parted and
came to rest on each one of them.” With
this, those who were in the Upper Room
knew they were to go on mission. We are
reminded that in our ordinary day-today tasks, we are to spread the Good
News to those we meet on our journey.
Living this, our ordinary life will lead to
quite an extraordinary thing---ETERNAL LIFE

Dear Parishioners and Friends of the Catholic Parishes of Western Holt and Boyd Counties,
This weekend we conclude the Easter season with the feast of Pentecost, fifty days after Passover. In so doing the
church is following according to Pope St. John Paul II, our “elder brother in faith” (the Jewish people). The feast of
Pentecost was a Jewish feast of new grain, new wine, the first fruits of the harvest. It was held fifty days after
Passover, thus the (albeit Greek) name “Pentecost,” which means fifty. The book of Acts tells us that it was on this
feast that Peter was emboldened by the Holy Spirit to speak to the Jewish pilgrims who had assembled in Jerusalem
that day. As Luke tells it in Acts, it was on that day that the Spirit was given to the disciples and also poured out onto
the crowds who were listening to Peter preach. But our gospel reading is not from Acts (as it is not a gospel) nor is it
from Luke (the author of Acts). Instead, we have a reading from the Gospel of John whereby Jesus gives the gift of
the Holy Spirit.
The episode in the Gospel of John in this weekend’s reading [Jn 20: 19-23] happens on Easter Sunday evening. It is
on that day that Jesus gives the disciples the gift of the Holy Spirit in a graphic, nearly sacramental way—by
breathing on them. Jesus presence brought joy to the disciples whose spirits needed revivification after the tragic
events that had so recently transpired.
Whether the handing on of the Spirit happened on Easter Sunday evening as John says, or on Pentecost as Luke says,
the key theological point is that the Spirit was given to the early Christian community. The Spirit has been with the
church, the community of disciples, ever since. In fact, the same spirit is alive in each of our congregations and
parishes. Rather than a historical event trapped in the past, the handing on of the Spirit continues to happen quite
regularly in the lives of believers, and that ultimately is what the feast of Pentecost celebrates: the presence of the
Spirit in the lives of believers.
How many of us would like to have been present during the ministry of Jesus, or even during that of the early
Christians? What would it have been like to hear the words of Peter at Pentecost? What would it have been like to
have seen the risen Jesus and to have heard him say, “Peace be with you” before handing on the Holy Spirit? Yet, for
those of us in the twenty-first century, we experience that same Holy Spirit. When we were baptized, we were given
the gift of the Spirit, and then we were sealed by that same spirit in confirmation. The Holy Spirit lives in our
parishes, families, friends, and relationships. Once we experience the dying and rising of Christ, we live in a newness
of life accompanied and animated by the Holy Spirit. After he rose from the dead, Jesus gave his Holy Spirit to be
with us. In our daily lives, let us allow ourselves to be guided by the Spirit of Christ, whose disciples we are.

As we gradually return to the public celebrations of the sacraments, let us think about the positive effects of our time
in lock-down. How has the Holy Spirit been alive within us, drawn us deeper in our faith? I know many have (and
some will continue to) miss receiving communion. But we must remember that the Eucharist is so much more than
“just receiving the consecrated host” at communion. Every element of what happens at Mass is essential to us
whether it’s when we physically gather or virtually gather. God created humankind, not to live in isolation but to be
social beings and as such meant for us to gather in community to support, encourage and love one another. I hope
that as we slowly begin to return to a routine that’s more familiar to us that we don’t forget the things we learned we
could live without, and continue to practice those things that we found/find lifegiving. I firmly believe that we will
come out of these weeks of pandemic a stronger and better Church.
Stay well, stay safe, wash your hands!
Ad multos annos!
Fr. Bernard Starman, Pastor
The Harvest is Great, Laborers Are Few! Taking the vocation crucifix this week––Kelly Jelinek
Family. The week of June 7––Jozette Kozisek. God our Father, you made each of us to receive our gifts in the
Body of Christ. We ask that You inspire young people whom You call to the priesthood and consecrated life
to courageously follow Your will. Send workers into Your great harvest so that the Gospel is preached, the
poor are served with love, the suffering are comforted, and Your people are strengthened by the Sacraments.
We Pray With Special Love & Concern For All Those Who Are Ill…Emma Lou Gunther, Darrin
Wedige, Gianna Slaymaker, Lois Tunender, Nathan Boyle, Miranda iJames, Blakely Bouska, John Gilg, Phil Fritz,
Michelle Bulau, Garrett Scholz, Marilyn Morrison, John Mathis, Jerry Schaaf, Phil Schmaderer, Sandra Maybon.

EVENTS
•
•

Wed., June 3––Adoration will begin….9am––3pm
Thu., June 18––Healing Mass, 7pm @ Clarkson, Sts. Cyril & Methodius Church. See flyer in church

It’s Today….and know what is SCAREY? A life without the Holy Spirit!!!
LITURGICAL MINISTERS…June 7
MASS TIMES
EMHC

SATURDAY

LECTOR
GIFT BEARERS
ORGANIST
SERVERS
USHERS

SUNDAY
Linda Wolf

Dan Kramer

THE LORD’S PORTON…5.29.19
Adult envelopes (9)
1,013.00
Insurance (1)
40.00
Ascension (3)
90.00
Online Giving
300.00
TOTAL
1,443.00

Diane Osborne

FOR TWO
WEEKS

Paul Pistulka
Greg Dostal
Tannon Dvorak
Doug Kubik

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK
The razor blade is sharp…but can’t cut a tree.
The axe is strong…but can’t cut the hair.
Everyone is important according to their own unique purpose.
Never look down on anyone, unless to admire their shoes!!

