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The Most Holy Trinity
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Monday
NO MASS
Tuesday
NO MASS
Wednesday 8:15 AM + Janice Ries
Thursday
NO MASS
Friday
8:15 AM + Pete Schmaderer
Saturday
NO MASS
Sunday
8:30 AM + Pat Baker
Sacrament of Reconciliation: One half hour
prior to Sunday Morning Mass

O triune God, what an exciting mystery
we celebrate today, that you, our God,
are three persons in one being. Through
your efforts, blessed Trinity, Father, Son
and Holy Spirit, we have been redeemed,
created, and sanctified. Although we
have never fully understood the fullness
of the Trinity, you have granted us new
life and have declared us innocent
through the sacrifice of Jesus on the
cross. For this we worship you in humble
adoration. Keep us in the faith until we
join the elect around your glorious
throne. Amen.

Dear Parishioners and Friends of the Catholic Parishes of Western Holt and Boyd Counties:
On this the feast of the Most Holy Trinity, we have one of the shortest gospel readings of the year, and this from the Gospel of
John [3:16-18]. The passage is only three verses and it is proclaimed at the Liturgy of the Eucharist often in less than a minute,
no more than two. The opening line of this gospel reading will be familiar to many, as it may be used frequently to sum up
Christian theology: “God so loved the world that he gave his only Son.”
This pithy statement grounds God’s action and motivation in love. God is not an angry parent waiting for wayward humanity to
make inevitable mistakes, only so he can punish and dole out consequences. No, “God is love” (1 John 4:8) and God acts out of
love. It is this same love that reflects God’s desire to give not merely to send his only Son. The Son of God is given as a gift to
the world out of love. As followers of this same Son, we ought to be motivated by love as well. We freely give without counting
the cost; and we give not merely from our excess, but we give our very selves. That is the mark of a Christian disciple.
Finally, though we celebrate the feast of the Holy Trinity, there is nothing about the Holy Spirit, or the Advocate (to use a
Johannine term), in these three verses. The gospel reading reflects a theological relationship between God and the Son. Later
chapters in the Gospel of John will speak of the Spirit, who is sent after the resurrection. And, of course, other New Testament
texts also have more to say about the Spirit and the relationship between God the Father, Jesus the Son, and the Spirit.
Theologians will wrestle with these passages for centuries, struggling to articulate the triune relationship of the one Godhead in
a way that expresses Christian belief accurately. But Christian identity is not only about believing, but perhaps even more

fundamentally, it is about doing. So, these three verses give us a model for action motivated by love. We are to be givers,
disciples of the Son of God who was given to the world.
The mystery of the Trinity can be baffling to comprehend. Three persons, one God. We often state the intellectual proposition
of faith without understanding it. And when attempting to understand the meaning of our words, we often fall back on that term:
mystery. But what does the Trinity mean for us, beyond an intellectual proposition to which we nod assent? As we read in the
opening line of the gospel today, God is self-gift. God loves and God gives. Those attributes would mark our identity as
Christians. If we want to live the paschal mystery, or even live the trinitarian mystery, it would behoove us to become like God
and to love, to give to the point of giving our very selves. Doing the gospel, or living our faith, is much more a marker of
Christian identity than merely parroting propositions we may or may not understand.
Thank you to all who attended our first public celebrations of Mass last weekend, for your cooperation with the guidelines for
attending. Almost everyone complied and things went smoothly overall. We didn’t use the “overflow” spaces we had prepared,
but we anticipate we will in the coming weeks as people get more comfortable with returning to their churches. I want to also
thank those who agreed to act as ushers, those who are on the disinfecting crews in some of our churches, and those who built or
created receptacles for Sunday collections. It was good to see people in the pews again. Hopefully, we don’t have a surge of
cases that would force us to shutdown again.
Ad multos annos!

Fr. Bernard Starman, Pastor

The Harvest is Great, Laborers Are Few! Taking the vocation crucifix this week––Jozette Kozisek.
The week of June 14––Bev Cone. God our Father, you made each of us to receive our gifts in the Body of
Christ. We ask that You inspire young people whom You call to the priesthood and consecrated life to
courageously follow Your will. Send workers into Your great harvest so that the Gospel is preached, the poor
are served with love, the suffering are comforted, and Your people are strengthened by the Sacraments.
We Pray With Special Love & Concern For All Those Who Are Ill…Emma Lou Gunther, Darrin
Wedige, Gianna Slaymaker, Lois Tunender, Nathan Boyle, Miranda iJames, Blakely Bouska, John Gilg, Phil Fritz,
Michelle Bulau, Garrett Scholz, Marilyn Morrison, John Mathis, Jerry Schaaf, Phil Schmaderer, Sandra Maybon.

EVENTS
•
•

Wed., June 10––Adoration….9am––3pm
Thu., June 18––Healing Mass, 7pm @ Clarkson, Sts. Cyril & Methodius Church. See flyer in church
LITURGICAL MINISTERS…June 14
MASS TIMES
EMHC

SATURDAY

LECTOR
GIFT BEARERS
ORGANIST
SERVERS
USHERS

SUNDAY
Joe Skrdla

THE LORD’S PORTON…5.31.20
Adult envelopes (20
1,728.00
Insurance (1)
50.00
Ascension (6)
145.00
Online Giving
275.00
TOTAL
2,198.00

Patti Skrdla
Terri Vrooman

FOR TWO
WEEKS

Troy Schaaf
Allen Tooker
Dan Ziska
Bernard Ziska

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK
How do you plan to spend eternity?
Smoking or non-smoking?

