
 

 

 We have been blessed to 
have Fr. Ross and Fr. Sund 
visit our classroom multiple 
times this quarter. The 
kiddos are full of questions 
and are very interested in 
learning what each Priest 
has to chat about. 
  
We have many different 
personalities and interests 
in our classroom ð although 
different, we have talked 
about God making us all 
unique and special in our 
own ways!  

~Mrs. Bailey 

Kindergarten and First Grades 
October 15, 2021 

Bluejay Blabber 
St. Joseph School 

Dates to Remember: 

J Oct. 21: No School: 
Parent/Teacher Confer-
ences 1-5 pm 

J Oct. 22: No School: Fall 
Break 

J Nov. 12: No School: 
Teacher In-service 

J Nov. 24: Thanksgiving 
Breakð Noon Dismiss 

J Nov. 25-26: Thanksgiving 
Breakð No School 

J Dec. 15:  Christmas Pro-
gram @ 6:30p.m. 

J Dec. 17: 2nd Quarter/1st 
Semester Ends 

J Dec. 20-Jan. 3: Christmas 
Breakð No School 

J Jan. 4: School Resumes 

 

Greetings from our class-
room! We have been busy get-
ting right down to business 
this school year that we lost 
track of timeéand just like 
that our 1st quarter has come 
and gone! 
  
The kindergarteners have 
been busy reviewing letters 
and their sounds, learning new 
words, and beginning to learn 
how to read!! They love learn-
ing new words so it can trans-
late to them reading even 
longer books! We learn a song 
with each new word we 
learnéif you ask, Iõm sure 
theyõd be willing to share with 
you! 
  
The first graders have taken 
on a huge role this year as 
being the classroom leaders. 
At the beginning of the 
school year, I asked them to 
be good role models and so 
far they are meeting my ex-
pectations! Learning to read 
didnõt stop in kindergarten ð 
they continue to learn new 
words, sounds, and are be-
coming very fluent readers! 
 
I am also proud to announce 
that all of our 1st graders 
met their AR (Accelerated 
Reading) goals ð they all 
worked very hard in achiev-
ing this! The kindergarteners 
were given a goal of reading 
books at home; they all 
achieved this goal as well! 
The ENTIRE K-1 classroom 
will get to attend the AR 
party for the 1st quarter! 

We, the family of               
St. Joseph's School, create 
disciples through faith, 

knowledge, and service in our 
Catholic Education.  



 

 

The 2nd & 3rd graders are off to a 
fantastic start this school year! I canõt 
believe how fast this quarter has 
flown. Here are some highlights from 
our classroom: 

 
ā In Math, the 3rd graders have 
been working with 3-digit sub-
traction, trading money 
amounts, and exchanging mon-
ey. 
ā The 2nd graders have been 
telling time to the half hour, 
reading a thermometer to the 
nearest 10*, counting money, 
and creating fact families. 
ā To go along with our 3rd grade 
Reading story Boom Town, we 
went on a fall walk to the Rail-
road Park by the Post Office 
to learn about Atkinsonõs his-
tory and monarch butterflies. 
We also had a picnic lunch and 
took in the beautiful October 
weather. 
ā 2nd graders recently read a 
fun story Do¶a Flor, which 
gave them the opportunity to 
learn a little bit of Spanish. 
ā We completed a fun Science 
unit, where we had to solve how 
a floating train can rise above 
the tracks. Throughout this 
unit, we learned about magnetic 
force, gravity, balanced forces, 
and unbalanced forces. 

ā This year, we started having a 
guest reader on Fridays. This 
has been a really fun way to wel-
come visitors into our classroom. 
ā The 3rd graders were excited 
to receive dictionaries from the 
OõNeill Rotary Club. 
ā We have enjoyed taking part in 
Mass by carrying gifts. We also 
have enjoyed visits from both 
Fr. Ross and Fr. Sund. 
 

We are looking forward to the start 
of the 2nd quarter! 

 
~Mrs. Borer 
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Bluejay Blabber 

Second and Third Grades 

    

       

Little Critters Preschool 
 Preschoolers are off to a 
great start!  Itõs hard to believe that 
we are already finished with the first 
quarter of school.  We have been busy 
learning all about how to be a good 
friend, following school rules, using 
our best manners, exploring apples, 
bats, and pumpkins, and enjoying our 
walks to the library. Recently, we had 
a few of our local volunteer firefight-
ers visit our classroom.  They taught 
us all about fire safety and how im-
portant it is for families to have an 
escape plan.  The children always en-
joy getting to climb up in the big 
truck. Special thanks to Jacque An-
son, Randy Bilstein and Renae Osborne 
for taking time out of their day to 
visit us.  I look forward to the days to 
come as we continue to learn and grow 
together.  Thank you for sharing your 
children with us. They are a blessing! 

 ~ Mrs. Pistulka 

Pre-K learning about Fire Safety 

Fire Safety in 3/4 

Math facts 

Flat Stanley visits Texas 

Third Graders receive Dictionaries 



 

 

And just like thaté.our 1st quarter is 
over!! Weõre having an awesome be-
ginning to our school year. Following 
are some of the highlights of the 
past 8 weeks. 
 *Started the year with mak-
ing òMonsteró Atkinson rocks and 
placing them at businesses around 
the downtown area. 
 * In Math, both grades are 
working on multiplication and frac-
tions. Our fourth graders have com-
pleted servers training with Father 
Sund and a few of them have already 
served at our school Masses. We 
have also had 3 of the fifth graders 
read at Mass. They are so excited 
for their new roles in the daily 
Masses. 
 *The kids are really enjoying 
Nebraska history. In September, we 
took a field trip to Malloyõs Peak, the 
site where school master Dick Malloy 
froze to death during the 1882 
blizzard. They are just beginning to 
learn the 93 counties in our state 
along with learning about the rivers 
in Nebraska. 
 *All 7 of 
the fifth graders 
are participating 
in band with Mr. 
Dalaviras from 
West Holt. 

 *Both grades have been 
busy with trying to reach their AR 
goals. The kids decided that they 
need to read every day, instead of 
waiting until the last week to try to 
make their goals. 
 *Nouns, direct objects, and 
indirect objects have been the 
subject topics in Grammar. This 
week both grades will begin their 
units on verbs. All of the kids are 
looking forward to Fall break later 
this week. 
 *Hopefully the weather will 
cooperate so that all of the kids will 
get to spend a few last days of fun-
in-the-sun. See you all on Thursday 
for Conferences! 

~Mrs. Dostal 

October 15, 2021 

Fourth and Fifth Grades 
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Principalõs Notes 
 What a fun first quarter of 
school we have had! It has been such 
a blessing to see all of the students 
at school this fall. We have had the 
opportunity to share some faith-
filled moments with one another at 
school. 
 We wrapped up our Watkins 
Fundraiser at the end of September. 
I want to extend a huge thank you to 
Ken &amp; Lorraine Huston for all of 
their guidance and support in this 
fundraiser. We are proud of the suc-
cess that the Watkins fundraiser 
brings to our school. 
 As we start a new quarter, I 
want to encourage all of the stu-
dents to be taking time to read at 
home. We had 90% of the students 
meet their Reading goal the first 
quarter. This was excellent! We hope 
to have 100% participation next 
quarter.  

Keep up the great work! 
-Mrs. Borer 

Computers 

~Mrs. Jelinek 


