
Welcome Adorers 
In the past 3 months, the following have made a commitment, or are returning adorers:

Angela Balcerak, Francedy Echeverry, Santiago Echeverry, John Gannon,                                               
Philip Horcher, Mike Lamora, Jorge Licona, Michelle Perez, Krystyna Pieniazkiewicz,                           

William Rago, Lisa Ramirez, Lisa Richmond, Steve Teelucksingh, Jr

      — May our Eucharistic Lord bless and reward you! —

Prayers For Our Troops
Please remember in your prayers our family 
members serving our country in the armed 
forces:

E4 Specialist Brandon Dietz

SERVICEMEN’S PRAYER
“Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands.  Protect 
them as they protect us.  Bless them and their families 
for the selfless acts they perform for us in our time of 
need.  I ask this in the name of Jesus, our Lord and 
Savior.  Amen”                     

Committed Adorers Who Ask           
For Our Prayers

Patricia Alpiner, June Bolker, Nancy Bodner, 
Cecile Harris, Margie Lee, Jane Sanico 
Adorer’s Family:   Douglas Carlson,                 
Delores Trent, Stan Szot,  Paul Weaver
We continue our prayers for past, and present, family and  
adorers.  Another means of prayer is by entering petitions in 
the “Petition Book” in the rear of the Chapel.

MARYTOWN
Ministry of Care

Committed adorers may request prayers for 
themselves and/or immediate family members.  
Also, recently deceased immediate family 
members can be listed in the “Condolences” 
section above.  The deceased will be remem-
bered during the month of November.  For 
more details, please call the Adoration Office 
at 847-367-7800, ext. 398, or contact your 
hourly Captain.

Condolences for Committed Adorers 
and Immediate Family Members

We keep all of our deceased Committed Adorers and 
Immediate Family Members in our prayers:
+Kevin Derek Lake (December 25, 2019)
+Tony Rattin (January 11, 2020)
+Cresenciano Echeverria (January 11, 2020)
+Frank Cicero (February 5, 2020)
+Mary Annweiler (February 14, 2020)
+Geralyn Butts (March 20, 2020)
+Maria Delores Lebrun (May 1, 2020)
+Robert Donnelly (June 2, 2020)
+Elizabeth Nardielo (June 16, 2020)
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light 

shine upon them.  May their souls and all the souls of the 
faithful departed through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 

Amen
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Adoration Hours Needing 
Committed Adorers

  Mon: 4 am  Wed: 3 am, 7 am  Sat: 4 pm
Our goal is to have 2 adorers for every hour.  Additional 
hours in need of adorers are listed in red on the chart in the 
vestibule of the Chapel.  

Do You Have an Inspirational Story?
Do you have an inspirational story to share of 
how Eucharistic Adoration has affected you in 
your life?  If so, we invite you to share your story 
with fellow adorers.  Please contact the Adoration 
Office (847-367-7800, ext. 398) to submit your 
witness for publication in the newsletter.
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III. The Eucharist and the Anointing of the sick   
Jesus did not only send his disciples forth to heal the 
sick (cf. Mt 10:8; Lk 9:2, 10:9); he also instituted a spe-
cific sacrament for them: the Anointing of the Sick.(66) 
The Letter of James attests to the presence of this sac-
ramental sign in the early Christian community (cf. 
5:14-16). If the Eucharist shows how Christ's suffer-
ings and death have been transformed into love, the 
Anointing of the Sick, for its part, unites the sick with 
Christ's self-offering for the salvation of all, so that 
they too, within the mystery of the communion of 
saints, can participate in the redemption of the world. 
The relationship between these two sacraments be-
comes clear in situations of serious illness: "In addition 
to the Anointing of the Sick, the Church offers those 
who are about to leave this life the Eucharist as viati-
cum."  On their journey to the Father, communion in 
the Body and Blood of Christ appears as the seed of 
eternal life and the power of resurrection: "Anyone 
who eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life 
and I will raise him up on the last day" (Jn 6:54). Since 
viaticum gives the sick a glimpse of the fullness of the 
Paschal Mystery, its administration should be readily 
provided for.   Attentive pastoral care shown to those 
who are ill brings great spiritual benefit to the entire 
community, since whatever we do to one of the least of 

our brothers and sisters, we do to Jesus himself 
(cf. Mt 25:40). 

IV. The Eucharist and the Sacrament of Holy Or-
ders 
In persona Christi capitis 
The intrinsic relationship between the Eucharist and 
the sacrament of Holy Orders clearly emerges from 
Jesus' own words in the Upper Room: "Do this in 
memory of me" (Lk 22:19). On the night before he 
died, Jesus instituted the Eucharist and at the same 
time established the priesthood of the New Covenant. 
He is priest, victim and altar: the mediator between 
God the Father and his people (cf. Heb 5:5-10), the 
victim of atonement (cf. 1 Jn 2:2, 4:10) who offers 
himself on the altar of the Cross. No one can say "this 
is my body" and "this is the cup of my blood" except 
in the name and in the person of Christ, the one high 
priest of the new and eternal Covenant (cf. Heb 8-9). 
Earlier meetings of the Synod of Bishops had consid-
ered the question of the ordained priesthood, both 
with regard to the nature of the ministry and the for-
mation of candidates. Here, in the light of the discus-
sion that took place during the last Synod, I consider 
it important to recall several important points about 
the relationship between the sacrament of the Eucha-
rist and Holy Orders. First of all, we need to stress 
once again that the connection between Holy Orders 
and the Eucharist is seen most clearly at Mass, when 
the Bishop or priest presides in the person of Christ 
the Head. 

The Eucharist, A Mystery to be Believed
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By: Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI

1



The Church teaches that priestly ordination is the indis-
pensable condition for the valid celebration of the Eucha-
rist. Indeed, "in the ecclesial service of the ordained minis-
ter, it is Christ himself who is present to his Church as 
Head of his Body, Shepherd of his flock, High Priest of 
the redemptive sacrifice."  Certainly the ordained minister 
also acts "in the name of the whole Church, when present-
ing to God the prayer of the Church, and above all when 
offering the Eucharistic sacrifice." As a result, priests 
should be conscious of the fact that in their ministry they 
must never put themselves or their personal opinions in 
first place, but Jesus Christ. Any attempt to make them-
selves the centre of the liturgical action contradicts their 
very identity as priests. The priest is above all a servant of 
others, and he must continually work at being a sign point-
ing to Christ, a docile instrument in the Lord's hands. This 
is seen particularly in his humility in leading the liturgical 
assembly, in obedience to the rite, uniting himself to it in 
mind and heart, and avoiding anything that might give the 
impression of an inordinate emphasis on his own personal-
ity. I encourage the clergy always to see their Eucharistic
ministry as a humble service offered to Christ and his 
Church. The priesthood, as Saint Augustine said, is amoris 
officium, it is the office of the good shepherd, who offers 
his life for his sheep (cf. Jn 10:14-15). 
The Eucharist and priestly celibacy 
The Synod Fathers wished to emphasize that the ministeri-
al priesthood, through ordination, calls for complete con-
figuration to Christ. While respecting the different practice 
and tradition of the Eastern Churches, there is a need to 
reaffirm the profound meaning of priestly celibacy, which 
is rightly considered a priceless treasure, and is also con-
firmed by the Eastern practice of choosing Bishops only 
from the ranks of the celibate. These Churches also greatly 
esteem the decision of many priests to embrace celibacy. 
This choice on the part of the priest expresses in a special 
way the dedication which conforms him to Christ and his 
exclusive offering of himself for the Kingdom of God. The 
fact that Christ himself, the eternal priest, lived his mis-
sion even to the sacrifice of the Cross in the state of vir-
ginity constitutes the sure point of reference for under-
standing the meaning of the tradition of the Latin Church. 
It is not sufficient to understand priestly celibacy in purely 
functional terms. Celibacy is really a special way of con-
forming oneself to Christ's own way of life. This choice 
has first and foremost a nuptial meaning; it is a profound 
identification with the heart of Christ the Bridegroom who 
gives his life for his Bride. In continuity with the great 

ecclesial tradition, with the Second Vatican Council and 
with my predecessors in the papacy, I reaffirm the beauty 
and the importance of a priestly life lived in celibacy as a 
sign expressing total and exclusive devotion to Christ, to 
the Church and to the Kingdom of God, and I therefore 
confirm that it remains obligatory in the Latin tradition. 
Priestly celibacy lived with maturity, joy and dedication is 
an immense blessing for the Church and for society itself. 
The clergy shortage and the pastoral care of vocations 
In the light of the connection between the sacrament of 
Holy Orders and the Eucharist, the Synod considered the 
difficult situation that has arisen in various Dioceses 
which face a shortage of priests. This happens not only in 
some areas of first evangelization, but also in many coun-
tries of long-standing Christian tradition. Certainly a more 
equitable distribution of clergy would help to solve the 
problem. Efforts need to be made to encourage a greater 
awareness of this situation at every level. Bishops should 
involve Institutes of Consecrated Life and the new eccle-
sial groups in their pastoral needs, while respecting their 
particular charisms, and they should invite the clergy to 
become more open to serving the Church wherever there 
is need, even if this calls for sacrifice. The Synod also 
discussed pastoral initiatives aimed at promoting, especial-
ly among the young, an attitude of interior openness to a 
priestly calling. The situation cannot be resolved by purely 
practical decisions. On no account should Bishops react to 
real and understandable concerns about the shortage of 
priests by failing to carry out adequate vocational discern-
ment, or by admitting to seminary formation and ordina-
tion candidates who lack the necessary qualities for priest-
ly ministry. An insufficiently formed clergy, admitted to 
ordination without the necessary discernment, will not 
easily be able to offer a witness capable of evoking in oth-
ers the desire to respond generously to Christ's call. The 
pastoral care of vocations needs to involve the entire 
Christian community in every area of its life. Obviously, 
this pastoral work on all levels also includes exploring the 
matter with families, which are often indifferent or even 
opposed to the idea of a priestly vocation. Families should 
generously embrace the gift of life and bring up their chil-
dren to be open to doing God's will. In a word, they must 
have the courage to set before young people the radical 
decision to follow Christ, showing them how deeply re-
warding it is. 

(from Sacramentum Caritatis)
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We offer fraternal encourage-
ment and spiritual support to 
those who suffer with chronic or 
long-term conditions through 
the intercession of St Maximili-
an Kolbe, founder of the Militia 
Immaculatae and patron of 
Marytown.    

           

BRO. PASCHAL METZGER, OFM, CONV., 
       BRO. DAVID WAGNER, OFM, CONV., 
BRO. STANLEY ZABKIEWICZ, OFM CONV., 

BRO. MARTIN SCHMITZ, OFM CONV., 
DANTON, MACABUHAY, ROBIN YTURRALDE, 

  JAMES ERIC QUIRKE,                                 
SUSAN KILLIAN, STEPHEN WELSCH,                 

MARIE SCHMID

  Mary, health of the sick, pray for us.
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Eucharistic Conference 2020
Our annual Eucharistic Conference was scheduled to 
be held on June 27 and 28, 2020.  But, due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic, the  Conference was cancelled.  
We anticipate having a Conference once again in the 
Spring of 2021.

Twenty Fourth Annual
Adorers’ Gathering

Marytown’s Twenty-Fourth Annual Adorers’ 
Gathering was due to be held on Sunday, 
March 15, 2020.  But, due to the Covid-19 
pandemic, the Annual Gathering had to be 
cancelled.  Nevertheless, we all look forward 
to getting together again, hopefully, in early 
Spring of 2021.

YAM Lake County
YAM Lake County began about 8 years ago when a group 
of us were looking for other young adults in the area to 
share and support our Catholic faith. Most of us had at 
least heard of Marytown, and were very open to the idea 
when one of our group suggested to meet once a week for 
adoration and some ice cream afterwards. Our holy hour 
has resulted in lasting friendships beyond our time in the 
young adult ministry, and for many has resulted in finding 
their vocation, which for some has been marriage and for 
others has been religious life or priesthood.

What distinguishes us from other young adult groups is 
our weekly commitment to pray as a community before 
the Blessed Sacrament. We are formed together in the 
chapel at Marytown, and any other event or activity we 
may do flows from this formation.

Mission statement:
Young Adult Ministry of Lake County is a grassroots 
organization formed by like-minded young adults seeking 
to share their love of God with others. Our members 
mostly come from the many Catholic parishes scattered 
throughout the Lake County, Illinois area. We receive 
guidance and support from His Excellency, The Most 
Reverend George J. Rassas of the Chicago Archdiocese.

The spirituality of YAM Lake County is extremely Mari-
an, particularly through Consecration to Our Lady in the 
format given by St. Maximilian Kolbe. The formation of 
YAM Lake County would not have begun without Our 
Lady and the perpetual adoration offered by Marytown. 
This is one reason why the logo for YAM Lake County 
features the back of the miraculous medal. Devotion to 
Our Lady would be incomplete without a deep love for 
our Eucharistic Lord. For this reason, YAM Lake County 
has always treasured its weekly holy hour adoring the 
Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. Though each attendee 
prays alone and in silence, the members of YAM Lake 
County are formed together by their mutual devotion to 
Our Lord in the Eucharist.

YAM Lake County welcomes all young adults to join us. 
It should be noted, however, that YAM Lake County is 
faithful to the Magisterium and Pope in all matters. We 
are 100% in agreement with all teachings of the Church.



MARYTOWN
Upcoming Events

Check the Marytown Monitor or the www.kolbeshrine.org website                                
for more details about upcoming events.

July 11, 2020
MI Consecration Preparation Class

July 16, 2020
Our Lady of Mount Carmel

August 14, 2020
St. Maximilian Kolbe

August 15, 2020
The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary

(Holy Day of Obligation)

August 22, 2020
The Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary

September 8, 2020
The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary

September 12, 2019
The Most Holy Name of Mary

September 15, 2019
Our Lady of Sorrows

Check the Marytown Monitor or the www.kolbeshrine.org website                                
for more details about upcoming events.

And Do Not Forget—Leaving Town?
It is the obligation of Catholics to attend Mass on Sundays and Holydays of  Obligation

--even when traveling.  Call in advance to your destination to find Mass times, or 
search for Mass times by visiting: www.masstimes.org 
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Secret of Marytown

Dear Fr. John and members of the Eucharis-
tic Adoration Committee.

The old saying goes, “Better late than nev-
er.”  The amount of cards because of my 
twin’s sudden death, along with remem-
brances from people upon my leaving 
Marytown has been overwhelming.  All 
have been most kind.  Consequently, the rea-
son for this late “thank you” for the signed 
card.

I think of all of you often, and the wonderful 
work which continues at Marytown of Eu-
charistic Adoration.  So far because of per-
sonal correspondence, I have not had time to 
delve into the plan of getting Eucharistic 
Adoration going here, but I am confident it 
will come.  I continue to make my 2-3 a.m. 
holy hour every day by going over to the 
church, mainly to pray for this intention.  
Time before Jesus has been really special 
here, for the church is quiet and conducive 
to prayer and contemplation.  The Holy Spir-
it has been so generous in giving me a deep 
desire to continue these hours, and I cannot 
thank Him enough.  If everyone could un-

derstand how priceless they are—we must 
pray for that.

I will never be convinced otherwise—
Eucharistic Adoration has been the secret for 
Marytown’s stability, and perseverance.  
Mary our Queen has obtained that profound 
gift for Marytown from the very beginning.  
I have no doubt that my hours before Jesus 
in the Eucharist is the reason for my remain-
ing at Marytown all those years.  Presently, 
my life is filled with a deep desire to contin-
ue the new, but similar works here at Holy 
Family.

In closing, let us vie with each other toward 
personal holiness, and beg our loving God to 
bring many, many more new adorers to His 
feet, where the spiritual life is abundantly 
fed, and the excitement of life in Jesus gives 
every reason for living our lives to full ca-
pacity for His kingdom.  As St. Augustine 
says so well, our hearts will find rest only in 
Him.  Indeed, that is so true.

God love you all.  Know that you are in my 
prayers.  

-by B M, November, 1997
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Monstrance at Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Chapel, Marytown, IL

Aspirations

O King of Heaven and earth, rich in pity!  Behold, I am poor and needy.  Thou knowest 
what I most require; Thou alone art able to enrich and help me; help me, O God, and 
out of the treasure of Thy goodness succor Thou my needy soul.
O my Lord and my God; behold, I am Thy servant; give me understanding and kindle 
my affections, that I may know and do Thy will.
Thou art the Lamb of God, the lamb without spot, who takest away the sins of the 
world; take away from me whatever hurteth me and displeaseth Thee; and give me what 
Thou knowest to be pleasing to Thee and good for me.
Thou are my love and all my joy; Thou art my God and my all; Thou art the portion of 
my inheritance and of my cup; Thou art He that will restore my inheritance unto me.
O my God and my All!  May the sweet and burning power of thy love, I beseech Thee, 
so absorb my soul, that I may die unto the world for the love of Thee, who for the love 
of me hast vouchsafed to die upon the Cross, O my God and my All.
Source: Manual of Prayers for the Use of the Catholic Laity, Prayer After Communion and Prayer of Thanksgiving After Mass, Prepared and Published  
by the order of the Third Plenary Council of Baltimore, 1889

“Celebrating this mystery, 
we not only renew what 
Christ did I the Upper 
Room, but we also inter 
into the mystery of His 
death!  ‘We proclaim Your 
death!’-redeeming death.  
‘Christ is risen!’”

(Pope St. John Paul II)

“Christ has died.  Christ is 
risen.  Christ will come 
again in glory.  These 
words contain the very es-
sence of the Eucharistic 
mystery.  In them we find 
what we bear witness to and 
share in every day as we 
celebrate and receive the 
Eucharist.”

(Pope St. John  Paul II)
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Daily Prayer for Ending Abortion

We ask through the intercession of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, Our Lady of Fatima,        
for the elimination of abortion in our state and country.

The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, September 8, 2020
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Ever since the sixth century, the Church has 
celebrated the birth of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, which is 9 months after the feast of 
the Immaculate Conception on December 
8th.  The Protoevangelium of James, proba-
bly written in the second century, tells of 
Mary’s parents, Joachm and Anne, as dis-
traught by their childlessness.  Faithfully 
praying to God, they receive a promise that 
Anne would conceive.

The feast day was first celebrated in the sixth 
century, probably in Palestine or Syria.  To-
day, the feast day is very special in that it 
prepares our way for the birth of Christ.

Memorare

Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary, 
that never was it known that anyone who 
fled to thy protection, implored thy help, or 
sought thy intercession was left unaided.  
Inspired by this confidence, I fly unto thee, 
O Virgin of virgins, my mother; to thee do I 
come, before thee I stand, sinful and sorrow-
ful. O Mother of the Word Incarnate, des-
pise not my petitions, but in thy mercy hear 
and answer me.  Amen

Memorare
Acuérdate, Oh piadosisima Virgen Maria que 
jamás se oyó decir que hayas abandonado a 
ninguno de cuantos han acudido a tu amparo 
implorando tu protección y reclamando tu 
auxillo.  Animado con esta confianza, también 
yo acudo a ti Virgen de las virgenes, y gimien-
do bajo el peso de mis pecados me atrevo a 
comparecer ante tu soberana presencia.  No 
deseches mis súplicas, Madre del Verbo 
divino, antes bien óyelas y acógelas benig-
namente. Amén



Is it the Species We Worship, or the Hidden Flesh?In Perpetual Adoration of the Holy Eucharist Since June 7, 1928

  4

Monstrance at Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Chapel, Marytown, IL

Aspirations

O King of Heaven and earth, rich in pity!  Behold, I am poor and needy.  Thou knowest 
what I most require; Thou alone art able to enrich and help me; help me, O God, and 
out of the treasure of Thy goodness succor Thou my needy soul.
O my Lord and my God; behold, I am Thy servant; give me understanding and kindle 
my affections, that I may know and do Thy will.
Thou art the Lamb of God, the lamb without spot, who takest away the sins of the 
world; take away from me whatever hurteth me and displeaseth Thee; and give me what 
Thou knowest to be pleasing to Thee and good for me.
Thou are my love and all my joy; Thou art my God and my all; Thou art the portion of 
my inheritance and of my cup; Thou art He that will restore my inheritance unto me.
O my God and my All!  May the sweet and burning power of thy love, I beseech Thee, 
so absorb my soul, that I may die unto the world for the love of Thee, who for the love 
of me hast vouchsafed to die upon the Cross, O my God and my All.
Source: Manual of Prayers for the Use of the Catholic Laity, Prayer After Communion and Prayer of Thanksgiving After Mass, Prepared and Published  
by the order of the Third Plenary Council of Baltimore, 1889

“Celebrating this mystery, 
we not only renew what 
Christ did I the Upper 
Room, but we also inter 
into the mystery of His 
death!  ‘We proclaim Your 
death!’-redeeming death.  
‘Christ is risen!’”

(Pope St. John Paul II)

“Christ has died.  Christ is 
risen.  Christ will come 
again in glory.  These 
words contain the very es-
sence of the Eucharistic 
mystery.  In them we find 
what we bear witness to and 
share in every day as we 
celebrate and receive the 
Eucharist.”

(Pope St. John  Paul II)

Page 1

Daily Prayer for Ending Abortion

We ask through the intercession of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, Our Lady of Fatima,        
for the elimination of abortion in our state and country.

The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, September 8, 2020

5

Ever since the sixth century, the Church has 
celebrated the birth of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, which is 9 months after the feast of 
the Immaculate Conception on December 
8th.  The Protoevangelium of James, proba-
bly written in the second century, tells of 
Mary’s parents, Joachm and Anne, as dis-
traught by their childlessness.  Faithfully 
praying to God, they receive a promise that 
Anne would conceive.

The feast day was first celebrated in the sixth 
century, probably in Palestine or Syria.  To-
day, the feast day is very special in that it 
prepares our way for the birth of Christ.

Memorare

Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary, 
that never was it known that anyone who 
fled to thy protection, implored thy help, or 
sought thy intercession was left unaided.  
Inspired by this confidence, I fly unto thee, 
O Virgin of virgins, my mother; to thee do I 
come, before thee I stand, sinful and sorrow-
ful. O Mother of the Word Incarnate, des-
pise not my petitions, but in thy mercy hear 
and answer me.  Amen

Memorare
Acuérdate, Oh piadosisima Virgen Maria que 
jamás se oyó decir que hayas abandonado a 
ninguno de cuantos han acudido a tu amparo 
implorando tu protección y reclamando tu 
auxillo.  Animado con esta confianza, también 
yo acudo a ti Virgen de las virgenes, y gimien-
do bajo el peso de mis pecados me atrevo a 
comparecer ante tu soberana presencia.  No 
deseches mis súplicas, Madre del Verbo 
divino, antes bien óyelas y acógelas benig-
namente. Amén



MARYTOWN
Upcoming Events

Check the Marytown Monitor or the www.kolbeshrine.org website                                
for more details about upcoming events.

July 11, 2020
MI Consecration Preparation Class

July 16, 2020
Our Lady of Mount Carmel

August 14, 2020
St. Maximilian Kolbe

August 15, 2020
The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary

(Holy Day of Obligation)

August 22, 2020
The Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary

September 8, 2020
The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary

September 12, 2019
The Most Holy Name of Mary

September 15, 2019
Our Lady of Sorrows

Check the Marytown Monitor or the www.kolbeshrine.org website                                
for more details about upcoming events.

And Do Not Forget—Leaving Town?
It is the obligation of Catholics to attend Mass on Sundays and Holydays of  Obligation

--even when traveling.  Call in advance to your destination to find Mass times, or 
search for Mass times by visiting: www.masstimes.org 

  6

Page 1

INSPIRATIONAL STORY

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION APOSTOLATE
Volume 22                                                   Summer, 2020                                                     Number  2

3

Secret of Marytown

Dear Fr. John and members of the Eucharis-
tic Adoration Committee.

The old saying goes, “Better late than nev-
er.”  The amount of cards because of my 
twin’s sudden death, along with remem-
brances from people upon my leaving 
Marytown has been overwhelming.  All 
have been most kind.  Consequently, the rea-
son for this late “thank you” for the signed 
card.

I think of all of you often, and the wonderful 
work which continues at Marytown of Eu-
charistic Adoration.  So far because of per-
sonal correspondence, I have not had time to 
delve into the plan of getting Eucharistic 
Adoration going here, but I am confident it 
will come.  I continue to make my 2-3 a.m. 
holy hour every day by going over to the 
church, mainly to pray for this intention.  
Time before Jesus has been really special 
here, for the church is quiet and conducive 
to prayer and contemplation.  The Holy Spir-
it has been so generous in giving me a deep 
desire to continue these hours, and I cannot 
thank Him enough.  If everyone could un-

derstand how priceless they are—we must 
pray for that.

I will never be convinced otherwise—
Eucharistic Adoration has been the secret for 
Marytown’s stability, and perseverance.  
Mary our Queen has obtained that profound 
gift for Marytown from the very beginning.  
I have no doubt that my hours before Jesus 
in the Eucharist is the reason for my remain-
ing at Marytown all those years.  Presently, 
my life is filled with a deep desire to contin-
ue the new, but similar works here at Holy 
Family.

In closing, let us vie with each other toward 
personal holiness, and beg our loving God to 
bring many, many more new adorers to His 
feet, where the spiritual life is abundantly 
fed, and the excitement of life in Jesus gives 
every reason for living our lives to full ca-
pacity for His kingdom.  As St. Augustine 
says so well, our hearts will find rest only in 
Him.  Indeed, that is so true.

God love you all.  Know that you are in my 
prayers.  

-by B M, November, 1997



The Church teaches that priestly ordination is the indis-
pensable condition for the valid celebration of the Eucha-
rist. Indeed, "in the ecclesial service of the ordained minis-
ter, it is Christ himself who is present to his Church as 
Head of his Body, Shepherd of his flock, High Priest of 
the redemptive sacrifice."  Certainly the ordained minister 
also acts "in the name of the whole Church, when present-
ing to God the prayer of the Church, and above all when 
offering the Eucharistic sacrifice." As a result, priests 
should be conscious of the fact that in their ministry they 
must never put themselves or their personal opinions in 
first place, but Jesus Christ. Any attempt to make them-
selves the centre of the liturgical action contradicts their 
very identity as priests. The priest is above all a servant of 
others, and he must continually work at being a sign point-
ing to Christ, a docile instrument in the Lord's hands. This 
is seen particularly in his humility in leading the liturgical 
assembly, in obedience to the rite, uniting himself to it in 
mind and heart, and avoiding anything that might give the 
impression of an inordinate emphasis on his own personal-
ity. I encourage the clergy always to see their Eucharistic
ministry as a humble service offered to Christ and his 
Church. The priesthood, as Saint Augustine said, is amoris 
officium, it is the office of the good shepherd, who offers 
his life for his sheep (cf. Jn 10:14-15). 
The Eucharist and priestly celibacy 
The Synod Fathers wished to emphasize that the ministeri-
al priesthood, through ordination, calls for complete con-
figuration to Christ. While respecting the different practice 
and tradition of the Eastern Churches, there is a need to 
reaffirm the profound meaning of priestly celibacy, which 
is rightly considered a priceless treasure, and is also con-
firmed by the Eastern practice of choosing Bishops only 
from the ranks of the celibate. These Churches also greatly 
esteem the decision of many priests to embrace celibacy. 
This choice on the part of the priest expresses in a special 
way the dedication which conforms him to Christ and his 
exclusive offering of himself for the Kingdom of God. The 
fact that Christ himself, the eternal priest, lived his mis-
sion even to the sacrifice of the Cross in the state of vir-
ginity constitutes the sure point of reference for under-
standing the meaning of the tradition of the Latin Church. 
It is not sufficient to understand priestly celibacy in purely 
functional terms. Celibacy is really a special way of con-
forming oneself to Christ's own way of life. This choice 
has first and foremost a nuptial meaning; it is a profound 
identification with the heart of Christ the Bridegroom who 
gives his life for his Bride. In continuity with the great 

ecclesial tradition, with the Second Vatican Council and 
with my predecessors in the papacy, I reaffirm the beauty 
and the importance of a priestly life lived in celibacy as a 
sign expressing total and exclusive devotion to Christ, to 
the Church and to the Kingdom of God, and I therefore 
confirm that it remains obligatory in the Latin tradition. 
Priestly celibacy lived with maturity, joy and dedication is 
an immense blessing for the Church and for society itself. 
The clergy shortage and the pastoral care of vocations 
In the light of the connection between the sacrament of 
Holy Orders and the Eucharist, the Synod considered the 
difficult situation that has arisen in various Dioceses 
which face a shortage of priests. This happens not only in 
some areas of first evangelization, but also in many coun-
tries of long-standing Christian tradition. Certainly a more 
equitable distribution of clergy would help to solve the 
problem. Efforts need to be made to encourage a greater 
awareness of this situation at every level. Bishops should 
involve Institutes of Consecrated Life and the new eccle-
sial groups in their pastoral needs, while respecting their 
particular charisms, and they should invite the clergy to 
become more open to serving the Church wherever there 
is need, even if this calls for sacrifice. The Synod also 
discussed pastoral initiatives aimed at promoting, especial-
ly among the young, an attitude of interior openness to a 
priestly calling. The situation cannot be resolved by purely 
practical decisions. On no account should Bishops react to 
real and understandable concerns about the shortage of 
priests by failing to carry out adequate vocational discern-
ment, or by admitting to seminary formation and ordina-
tion candidates who lack the necessary qualities for priest-
ly ministry. An insufficiently formed clergy, admitted to 
ordination without the necessary discernment, will not 
easily be able to offer a witness capable of evoking in oth-
ers the desire to respond generously to Christ's call. The 
pastoral care of vocations needs to involve the entire 
Christian community in every area of its life. Obviously, 
this pastoral work on all levels also includes exploring the 
matter with families, which are often indifferent or even 
opposed to the idea of a priestly vocation. Families should 
generously embrace the gift of life and bring up their chil-
dren to be open to doing God's will. In a word, they must 
have the courage to set before young people the radical 
decision to follow Christ, showing them how deeply re-
warding it is. 

(from Sacramentum Caritatis)
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We offer fraternal encourage-
ment and spiritual support to 
those who suffer with chronic or 
long-term conditions through 
the intercession of St Maximili-
an Kolbe, founder of the Militia 
Immaculatae and patron of 
Marytown.    

           

BRO. PASCHAL METZGER, OFM, CONV., 
       BRO. DAVID WAGNER, OFM, CONV., 
BRO. STANLEY ZABKIEWICZ, OFM CONV., 

BRO. MARTIN SCHMITZ, OFM CONV., 
DANTON, MACABUHAY, ROBIN YTURRALDE, 

  JAMES ERIC QUIRKE,                                 
SUSAN KILLIAN, STEPHEN WELSCH,                 

MARIE SCHMID

  Mary, health of the sick, pray for us.

those who suffer with chronic or 

7

Eucharistic Conference 2020
Our annual Eucharistic Conference was scheduled to 
be held on June 27 and 28, 2020.  But, due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic, the  Conference was cancelled.  
We anticipate having a Conference once again in the 
Spring of 2021.

Twenty Fourth Annual
Adorers’ Gathering

Marytown’s Twenty-Fourth Annual Adorers’ 
Gathering was due to be held on Sunday, 
March 15, 2020.  But, due to the Covid-19 
pandemic, the Annual Gathering had to be 
cancelled.  Nevertheless, we all look forward 
to getting together again, hopefully, in early 
Spring of 2021.

YAM Lake County
YAM Lake County began about 8 years ago when a group 
of us were looking for other young adults in the area to 
share and support our Catholic faith. Most of us had at 
least heard of Marytown, and were very open to the idea 
when one of our group suggested to meet once a week for 
adoration and some ice cream afterwards. Our holy hour 
has resulted in lasting friendships beyond our time in the 
young adult ministry, and for many has resulted in finding 
their vocation, which for some has been marriage and for 
others has been religious life or priesthood.

What distinguishes us from other young adult groups is 
our weekly commitment to pray as a community before 
the Blessed Sacrament. We are formed together in the 
chapel at Marytown, and any other event or activity we 
may do flows from this formation.

Mission statement:
Young Adult Ministry of Lake County is a grassroots 
organization formed by like-minded young adults seeking 
to share their love of God with others. Our members 
mostly come from the many Catholic parishes scattered 
throughout the Lake County, Illinois area. We receive 
guidance and support from His Excellency, The Most 
Reverend George J. Rassas of the Chicago Archdiocese.

The spirituality of YAM Lake County is extremely Mari-
an, particularly through Consecration to Our Lady in the 
format given by St. Maximilian Kolbe. The formation of 
YAM Lake County would not have begun without Our 
Lady and the perpetual adoration offered by Marytown. 
This is one reason why the logo for YAM Lake County 
features the back of the miraculous medal. Devotion to 
Our Lady would be incomplete without a deep love for 
our Eucharistic Lord. For this reason, YAM Lake County 
has always treasured its weekly holy hour adoring the 
Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. Though each attendee 
prays alone and in silence, the members of YAM Lake 
County are formed together by their mutual devotion to 
Our Lord in the Eucharist.

YAM Lake County welcomes all young adults to join us. 
It should be noted, however, that YAM Lake County is 
faithful to the Magisterium and Pope in all matters. We 
are 100% in agreement with all teachings of the Church.



Welcome Adorers 
In the past 3 months, the following have made a commitment, or are returning adorers:

Angela Balcerak, Francedy Echeverry, Santiago Echeverry, John Gannon,                                               
Philip Horcher, Mike Lamora, Jorge Licona, Michelle Perez, Krystyna Pieniazkiewicz,                           

William Rago, Lisa Ramirez, Lisa Richmond, Steve Teelucksingh, Jr

      — May our Eucharistic Lord bless and reward you! —

Prayers For Our Troops
Please remember in your prayers our family 
members serving our country in the armed 
forces:

E4 Specialist Brandon Dietz

SERVICEMEN’S PRAYER
“Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands.  Protect 
them as they protect us.  Bless them and their families 
for the selfless acts they perform for us in our time of 
need.  I ask this in the name of Jesus, our Lord and 
Savior.  Amen”                     

Committed Adorers Who Ask           
For Our Prayers

Patricia Alpiner, June Bolker, Nancy Bodner, 
Cecile Harris, Margie Lee, Jane Sanico 
Adorer’s Family:   Douglas Carlson,                 
Delores Trent, Stan Szot,  Paul Weaver
We continue our prayers for past, and present, family and  
adorers.  Another means of prayer is by entering petitions in 
the “Petition Book” in the rear of the Chapel.

MARYTOWN
Ministry of Care

Committed adorers may request prayers for 
themselves and/or immediate family members.  
Also, recently deceased immediate family 
members can be listed in the “Condolences” 
section above.  The deceased will be remem-
bered during the month of November.  For 
more details, please call the Adoration Office 
at 847-367-7800, ext. 398, or contact your 
hourly Captain.

Condolences for Committed Adorers 
and Immediate Family Members

We keep all of our deceased Committed Adorers and 
Immediate Family Members in our prayers:
+Kevin Derek Lake (December 25, 2019)
+Tony Rattin (January 11, 2020)
+Cresenciano Echeverria (January 11, 2020)
+Frank Cicero (February 5, 2020)
+Mary Annweiler (February 14, 2020)
+Geralyn Butts (March 20, 2020)
+Maria Delores Lebrun (May 1, 2020)
+Robert Donnelly (June 2, 2020)
+Elizabeth Nardielo (June 16, 2020)
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light 

shine upon them.  May their souls and all the souls of the 
faithful departed through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 

Amen
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Adoration Hours Needing 
Committed Adorers

  Mon: 4 am  Wed: 3 am, 7 am  Sat: 4 pm
Our goal is to have 2 adorers for every hour.  Additional 
hours in need of adorers are listed in red on the chart in the 
vestibule of the Chapel.  

Do You Have an Inspirational Story?
Do you have an inspirational story to share of 
how Eucharistic Adoration has affected you in 
your life?  If so, we invite you to share your story 
with fellow adorers.  Please contact the Adoration 
Office (847-367-7800, ext. 398) to submit your 
witness for publication in the newsletter.

MARYTOWN                       
EUCHARISTIC    ADORATION    APOSTOLATE

NEWSLETTER
1600 West Park Ave. Libertyville IL, 60048

Apostolate Office: 847.367.7800 x 398
www.kolbeshrine.org

Spiritual Director: Fr. Benedict M. La Volpe, OFM Conv.

Volume 22                                                    Summer, 2020                                                    Number 2

III. The Eucharist and the Anointing of the sick   
Jesus did not only send his disciples forth to heal the 
sick (cf. Mt 10:8; Lk 9:2, 10:9); he also instituted a spe-
cific sacrament for them: the Anointing of the Sick.(66) 
The Letter of James attests to the presence of this sac-
ramental sign in the early Christian community (cf. 
5:14-16). If the Eucharist shows how Christ's suffer-
ings and death have been transformed into love, the 
Anointing of the Sick, for its part, unites the sick with 
Christ's self-offering for the salvation of all, so that 
they too, within the mystery of the communion of 
saints, can participate in the redemption of the world. 
The relationship between these two sacraments be-
comes clear in situations of serious illness: "In addition 
to the Anointing of the Sick, the Church offers those 
who are about to leave this life the Eucharist as viati-
cum."  On their journey to the Father, communion in 
the Body and Blood of Christ appears as the seed of 
eternal life and the power of resurrection: "Anyone 
who eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life 
and I will raise him up on the last day" (Jn 6:54). Since 
viaticum gives the sick a glimpse of the fullness of the 
Paschal Mystery, its administration should be readily 
provided for.   Attentive pastoral care shown to those 
who are ill brings great spiritual benefit to the entire 
community, since whatever we do to one of the least of 

our brothers and sisters, we do to Jesus himself 
(cf. Mt 25:40). 

IV. The Eucharist and the Sacrament of Holy Or-
ders 
In persona Christi capitis 
The intrinsic relationship between the Eucharist and 
the sacrament of Holy Orders clearly emerges from 
Jesus' own words in the Upper Room: "Do this in 
memory of me" (Lk 22:19). On the night before he 
died, Jesus instituted the Eucharist and at the same 
time established the priesthood of the New Covenant. 
He is priest, victim and altar: the mediator between 
God the Father and his people (cf. Heb 5:5-10), the 
victim of atonement (cf. 1 Jn 2:2, 4:10) who offers 
himself on the altar of the Cross. No one can say "this 
is my body" and "this is the cup of my blood" except 
in the name and in the person of Christ, the one high 
priest of the new and eternal Covenant (cf. Heb 8-9). 
Earlier meetings of the Synod of Bishops had consid-
ered the question of the ordained priesthood, both 
with regard to the nature of the ministry and the for-
mation of candidates. Here, in the light of the discus-
sion that took place during the last Synod, I consider 
it important to recall several important points about 
the relationship between the sacrament of the Eucha-
rist and Holy Orders. First of all, we need to stress 
once again that the connection between Holy Orders 
and the Eucharist is seen most clearly at Mass, when 
the Bishop or priest presides in the person of Christ 
the Head. 
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