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NOTRE DAME CATHEDRAL REMINDS US THAT WE HAVE SOULS
April 16, 2019
Statement from the Most Reverend Salvatore Cordileone, Archbishop of San Francisco and Chairman of the
Benedict XVI Institute for Sacred Music and Divine Worship:
"Yesterday we watched with profound grief and shock as the jewel of Paris, Notre Dame Cathedral, was being
consumed in flames. We give thanks to God that no lives were injured, for the firefighters who risked their lives
to save the Cathedral from total destruction, for those who have already made generous commitments to the
cause of rebuilding, and for the young Catholics who knelt to pray and sing to Mary together in the face of this
tragedy.
"Paris’ mother church of Our Lady is a powerful symbol of spiritual and national unity of the people of France
and of Western Civilization as a whole, a sacred space which lifts the soul to God. This is, then, a painful
tragedy for the entire world, as witnessed to by the global outpouring of grief in response to yesterday’s
catastrophe.
"Indeed, in the midst of our shock and sadness we should not overlook the fact that we were joined together in a
special way, mourning a great House of God, an object of sacred beauty, which has literally stood the test of
time. We mourn together.
"How did this burning building move so many? Sacred beauty has a power. It moves us because Beauty is not
just a frill or a decoration, it is, along with Truth and Goodness, one of the three faces of God. Standing before
the Rose Window, looking up at the awesome Gothic ceilings, praying with people around the world, we are
reminded that, as human beings created in God’s image, we do not live by bread alone. Notre Dame Cathedral
calls out to us to remember that we have souls. It reminds us that God has given us the capacity to create sacred
beauty that has lasting value, which points us beyond this world alone.
"I join with the President of the US Bishops’ Conference, Cardinal Daniel DiNardo, in his expression of
condolence and solidarity with the people of France, and extend those sentiments to the French community here
in the Bay Area.
"As we approach the commemoration of Our Lord’s saving Passion, death and Resurrection in the Easter
Triduum services, I encourage all of us in our Archdiocese to keep France and her children in our prayers, along
with the intention that Notre Dame will soon rise from the ashes to once again give glory to God and honor to
the Mother of His Son."
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