DATE:

March 16, 2021

TO:

Priests of the Archdiocese

FROM:

Laura Bertone

RE:

2021 Holy Week Guidelines as approved by Archbishop Cordileone

In 2020, in regards to Holy Week, multiple adjustments needed to be made to the celebration of the
liturgies, particularly to permit celebration of the Triduum without a congregation. One year on, and
for the safety of all, we still need to take precautions as we celebrate our liturgies during this most
Solemn Week. As we are now permitted to have Mass with the people, albeit perhaps outside and/or
with restricted numbers, Holy Week celebrations can in most part be celebrated as “usual”. Guidelines
and suggestions for the safe celebration of the liturgies of Holy Week are below, many of which you all
initiated last year:
1. Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord
a) At the principal Mass, if it is possible for the people to gather safely outside, the First Form (The
Procession) is to be celebrated, with the blessing of palms. When in procession, all should be
reminded to maintain social distance. At the other Masses, the Third Form (Simple Entrance) is to be
celebrated. The Second Form (Solemn Entrance) is not to be used, unless there is adequate space for
the people to gather while maintaining safe social distancing.
b) Palms may be distributed to the people. However, a common basket from which people collect
their own palms is not to be used. Piles of palms, 2 or 3 fronds each, spaced several feet apart can be
set out by parish staff wearing gloves. People can then retrieve a little pile of palms without touching
any others. Alternatively, parishes may wish to tie up small bundles of palms with a ribbon and have a
staff member, gloved, distribute them to the people.
2. Chrism Mass
a) As you know from the RSVP that was sent to you, the Chrism Mass will be as scheduled on
Tuesday, March 30 at 5:30pm, with the afternoon of recollection led by Archbishop Wester beginning
at 2:15. Confessors will be available. All priests are encouraged to attend. Unfortunately, we will not
be able to have the usual banquet or any other type of social gathering afterwards.
b) Immediately following Mass, oils will be ready for pick up for each parish in the Cathedral
Conference Center. Those who are unable to pick up their oils should make arrangements with a priest
who will be attending to retrieve the holy oils for their parish.
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3. Holy Thursday: Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper
a) The rite of the Washing of the Feet is to be omitted.
b) The procession with the Blessed Sacrament to the altar of repose may take place as long as the
parish can ensure that there is adequate space in the procession to maintain social distancing. At the
end of the procession, people may need to be prevented from entering the room where the Altar of
Repose is set up if it cannot have adequate flow of people in and out while maintaining social
distancing.
4. Good Friday: Liturgy of the Passion of the Lord
a) The Adoration of the Holy Cross should be conducted without kissing it or touching it in any way.
Instead, it should be venerated by a genuflection (or profound bow for those physically impeded from
genuflecting).
b) The Roman Missal allows the diocesan bishop to “permit or order the addition of a special
intention” to the Solemn Intercessions. Archbishop Cordileone us asking all parishes to once again
consider adding an eleventh intercession asking for an end to the coronavirus pandemic, using the
following formula suggested by the USCCB;
English:
XI. For an end to the pandemic
Let us pray, dearly beloved, for a swift end
to the coronavirus pandemic that afflicts our world,
that our God and Father will heal the sick,
strengthen those who care for them,
and help us all to persevere in faith.
Prayer in silence. Then the Priest says:
Almighty and merciful God,
source of all life, health and healing,
look with compassion on our world, brought low by disease;
protect us in the midst of the grave challenges that assail us
and in your fatherly providence
grant recovery to the stricken,
strength to those who care for them,
and success to those working to eradicate this scourge.
Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.
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Spanish:
XI. Por el fin de la pandemia
Oremos también por un final rápido
a la pandemia de coronavirus que aflige a nuestro mundo,
que nuestro Dios y Padre sane a los enfermos,
fortalezca a quienes los cuidan,
y ayude a todos nosotros a perseverar en la fe.
Se ora un momento en silencio. Luego prosigue el sacerdote:
Dios todopoderoso y misericordioso
fuente de toda vida, salud y curación,
mira con compasión a nuestro mundo, abatido por la enfermedad;
protégenos en medio de los graves desafíos que nos asaltan
y en tu providencia paterna
concede recuperación a los afligidos,
fuerza a quienes los cuidan,
y éxito a quienes trabajan para erradicar este flagelo.
Por Jesucristo, nuestro Señor.
R. Amén
5. Easter Vigil
a) The “Solemn Beginning of the Vigil” can take place as usual, if the parish can maintain social
distancing among those gathered around the flame and in procession. If a parish does not have the
space to have a proper Lucenarium and Blessing of the Fire and Preparation of the Candle, the norms
for last year should be followed: the Paschal Candle, already prepared, is to be lit in its place in the
sanctuary, and the Exultet then sung.
b) It is the parish’s discretion to choose the suitable number of readings according to the rubrics in
the Roman Missal (nn. 20-21), as usual.
c) The celebration of the Initiation sacraments during the Baptismal Liturgy (Third Part) may take
place, as long as precautions concerning Baptism and Confirmation are maintained (such as no
common pool of water, the presider must purify his hands between anointings, etc.). For your
convenience, the safety protocols for Baptism and Confirmation issued by the Archdiocese are
attached to this memo.
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SPECIAL DIRECTIVES FOR BAPTISM AND CONFIRMATION
With both Baptism and Confirmation, participants should observe the six-foot distance rule from each other
(family units may sit and stand near each other). They should come into close distance only insofar as the ritual
requires it, and for as brief a time as possible.
So that others may participate in these important sacraments, parishes are encouraged to livestream these
liturgies when possible.

BAPTISM
Please recall that as of Easter Sunday 2020, the new Order of Baptism for Children, Second Edition must be used.
1. Baptism by immersion is not permitted.
2. When two or more families are present for the Baptisms of their children, care must be taken to insure they
maintain the proper physical distance from each other.
3. While traditionally a godparent may hold the child for baptism, it is recommended that one of the parents
holds the child to be baptized throughout the ritual in order to diminish the child’s contact with people
other than its parents. Godparents are nonetheless to make the usual responses to the questions posed to
them.
4. Those who have been selected as godparents but are in a condition that precludes them from presence in a
gathering of people (a pre-existing health condition, advanced age, or manifestation of COVID-19 symptoms)
should not attend the baptismal ceremony. Instead, a proxy should stand in for the absent godparent.
5. The celebrant invites the parents to trace the Sign of the Cross on the child’s forehead, but he does not do
so himself nor do the godparents.
6. The anointing with the oil of catechumens is omitted.
7. The celebrant does not place his hand in the water when he blesses it.
8. When pouring water for the actual Baptism: The one to be baptized should place his/her head over a
separate receptacle from the font; water is scooped from the font into the instrument to be used, and then
poured on the head over the separate receptacle. That water should then be poured down the sacrarium
(or into the ground away from where people are likely to walk), and the receptacle washed in hot water and
dish soap.
9. Anointing with chrism on the top of the head (Baptism of children): Before the anointing(s), the celebrant
should sanitize his hands with an alcohol-based hand sanitizer. After the anointing(s), the celebrant should
cleanse his hand with a sanitizing moist towelette, and the head of the child(ren) should likewise be
cleansed in this way. The used towelettes should be placed in a receptacle, and then properly disposed of
either by burning or being buried into the ground.
10. Clothing with the white garment (Baptism of children): Parents are to provide the garment for their child,
and are to place it on the child themselves.

Holy Week 2021
Page 5

11. Presentation of the lighted candle: As the celebrant holds the Easter candle, a godparent holds the Baptismal
candle from the bottom and lights it from the Easter candle. For the Baptism of adults: the godparent hands
the lighted candle to the newly baptized, who then takes the candle from the middle (being careful not to
touch the part where the godparent was holding it).
12. Ephphatha (Baptism of children): The celebrant pronounces the prayer without touching the child’s ears and
mouth.
13. Oil Stocks (Baptism children): When more than one child is being baptized, a reusable oil stock with cotton
for the chrism should not be used in order to prevent contamination. Instead, a small amount of chrism
should be poured into a bowl and used for the anointing. Afterwards, any remaining chrism should be
disposed of in the sacrarium (or into the ground, or burned after soaking in cotton) and the bowl dried with
cotton or a paper towel (which is then disposed of in the same manner), and the bowl washed in hot water
and dish soap.

CONFIRMATION
Apart from Confirmations of those who were to be received into the Church at the Easter Vigil, it is highly
recommended that, in lieu of the Ritual Mass for Confirmation, the Rite of Confirmation Outside of Mass be
used. This especially applies for a large class of confirmandi, all the more so when multiple ceremonies are
indicated in order to allow the proper physical distancing of those participating in the ritual. This also allows a
briefer period of time for the assembly to be worshipping together and so minimize the time they may be
exposed to the virus.
1. The celebrant should use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer to sanitize his after the “Laying on of Hands” with
the prayer invoking the Holy Spirit, and before beginning the anointings.
2. The celebrant does not place his hand on the head of the confirmand as he anoints (cf. the response of the
Pontifical Commission for the Interpretation of the Decrees of Vatican II, 9 June 1972 in AAS 64 [1972], p.
526: “The act of anointing itself sufficiently manifests the laying on of the hand” [Pope Paul VI “confirmed
the decision, approved it, and ordered its publication”]). However, he must physically touch the confirmand
in applying the chrism (i.e., an instrument for applying the chrism such as a cotton ball or swab may not be
used). Thus, any confirmandi who may be at special risk of infection should defer their Confirmation until it
is safe to permit such contact.
3. The sponsor may place his/her hand on the right shoulder of the confirmand as usual. The sponsor may
wear a protective glove if the sponsor so wishes. Pairs of confirmand/sponsors should always remain six
feet apart while waiting to approach the celebrant.
4. The newly confirmed then wipes the chrism off of his/her forehead with a sanitizing moist towelette, which
is then placed in a receptacle. This may be done at a convenient place, such as the vestibule of the church,
after the newly confirmed have processed out of their places in the pews. Alternatively, it may be done at
the end of the pew before they resume their places in the pew. The used towelettes are later properly
disposed of either by burning or being buried into the ground.
5. After the last anointing, the celebrant cleanses his hands in the usual way. He then uses an alcohol-based
hand sanitizer to sanitize his hands.
6. With regard to the receptacle for the chrism, the same procedure should be followed as indicated above for
Baptism (n. 10).

