WE HAVE A NEW PASTOR!

Archbishop Aymond has appointed
Very Rev. Peter O. Akpoghiran,
J.C.D. to be the pastor of St. Mark
Parish effective December 7, 2020.

The “J.C.D.” behind Fr. Peter’s name
indicates his doctorate in Canon Law.
He will be our pastor and live in the rectory, but he will also continue his work
for the Archdiocese as Chancellor and
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verses, the people appear to blame God for “allowing” them
to sin, but as evidenced later in the reading, they know that
they are guilty. Their accusation against God for “letting
them wander” and “hardening their hearts” is a cry of frustration that exclaims: “How did we get ourselves into this
mess!” They are unhappy because life is difficult and God
seems to be far away. Although they live several generations after the Exiles who returned from Babylon, they are
still hard at work rebuilding the Jerusalem and the Temple.
The restoration is being hindered by contentious nations
along their borders and by internal conflicts. They want God
to come to their aid. They want God to physically manifest
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Rose Picou

Fr. Ed
Vernon Keller

Although the restoration is slow and difficult, the
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maintain their faith in God. He is their Father, he
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They admit their guilt: they didn’t do right; they ignored God
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them from themselves, so they use the connection between
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God to forgive them and return to them. Just as potters,
through their creativity, put a part of themselves into the
clay they form, God puts Himself into His people. They are
God’s creation, and they know that if they surrender themDutch Kappel, Dolena Robert, Carol Jones,
Sam Granier, Monica Schexnaydre, Audrey Zeringue, selves to His will, He will re-create them into something
good--into a work He will be pleased to call His own.
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Today we begin Advent, a season that recalls the
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anticipation preceding Christ’s birth. The Gospel, Mark
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13:33-37, teaches us to live in anticipation of Christ’s SecJuli Zeringue, Elsie Sandolph, Larry Landry,
ond Coming. In this Gospel, Jesus concludes his discourse
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about future events with a stern warning to his disciples. He
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says they must be watchful and alert so that they will be
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prepared for his return. Jesus reinforces his point with a
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parable about a man who leaves his servants in charge of
his affairs while he goes on a journey. He assigns jobs to
each of them and orders them to stay on watch for his return. Like the man going on a journey, Jesus is going to
return to his Father; however, also like the man in parable,
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Jesus can seem far away, but we have been given an assignment to love God and to show CONTINUED ON BACK
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Parents, Sponsors & Students are to attend Mass followed by a meeting
that will last about an hour.
Parents & Students are to attend Mass followed by a meeting that will
last about an hour. Sponsors are invited, but not required to attend.
Student Retreat begins at 2:30 pm and ends with the 5:30 pm Mass.
Confessions will start at 5:00 pm. Parents & Sponsors are required to
attend Mass with he students and to stay for the Confirmation Mass
rehearsal after Mass.

Packing Thanksgiving Baskets

Place donations: 1) in the box in
church; 2) in the parish office
letter slot; 3) in the mail (10773
River Rd., Ama, LA 70031).
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The members of the St. Vincent de Paul Society
would like to express their gratitude to the parishioners of St. Mark for their gifts of food and financial donations. Because of your generosity,
Thanksgiving/Christmas Baskets of food, fresh
fruit, and a generous gift card were given to six
families in need in our community. Thank you!
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