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ON THE READINGS
The first reading, Jeremiah 20:10-13, begins as the prophet’s prayer of lament. [Note: to get
the full im pact of Jerem iah’s frustration w ith his prophetic calling, read from the beginning of chapter 20.]

Jeremiah is angry that God has called him to deliver the terrible message that Jerusalem will fall to
by Tim Vial & Family
the Babylonians (See Jeremiah 19: 1-15). When
Jeremiah obediently proclaims that soon JerusaPhilonese Petit
lem will experience “terror on every side,” the
Herbert Robert
Jews neither repent of their sins nor beg God to
by Sandra Ward
protect their city. Instead, they insult Jeremiah and
Marcelin & Mercedes Caillet belittle his message by repeating it over and over
by Meriel & Scott Loupe Family in a mocking tone. Their foolish behavior is the
result of a mistaken belief that no matter how
Judith Zeringue
great or how numerous are the sins of His peoRaymond & Betsy Zeringue ple—God would never permit his holy city and saby Barbara & Char lie Gaubert
cred Temple to be captured and destroyed.
Ronnie Galley
Jeremiah is trapped in a no-win situation.
by Friends
He is hurt by the insults of his former friends;
some laugh at him behind his back and others
condemn him publicly. When Jeremiah hears the
Jews mocking the words God told him to speak,
he fears that they will do him physical harm in reParishioners of St. Mark
taliation for daring to prophesy against Jerusalem.
Jeremiah does not want to proclaim God’s
The Mass Intentions that outrage at His people’s sinfulness only to have the
people turning against him rather than returning to
were missed because
God. Jeremiah no longer wants to be a prophet, so
the church was closed
he tries to remain silent when God speaks. Howevhave been rescheduled. er, he quickly learns that God’s words burn like
fire in his heart until he proclaims God’s message.
While Jeremiah continues to warn of the city’s in
evitable destruction, the unrepentant Jews become increasing
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angry and abusive toward him. Then suddenly, in the
middle of his lament, Jeremiah experiences a moment
of spiritual insight that changes his lament into a
prayer of confidence.
Jeremiah realizes that in wanting to avoid doing
God’s will, he is no better than those who want to
avoid keeping God’s commandments. He remembers
that as long as he is faithful and obedient to God, he
will have nothing to fear. When God first calls him to
be a prophet, He promises to reward his faithfulness
and to deliver him from his enemies (see Jeremiah 1:4
-10). [Note: Jerem iah lives 600 years before the birth of
Christ; thus, the Christian virtues of loving one’s enem ies
and praying for one’s persecutors are unknown to him . He
follow s his traditional religious practice of praying against
his enem ies. He expects God to avenge the righteous by
destroying the evildoers.] As Christians, we must not

Dear LORD,
We know that your Sacred Heart
burns with love for all people and
bleeds for all people who are suffering and in
pain. We ask your divine Heart to heal all human
hearts that are hardened by hatred and bitterness.
Just as your Sacred Heart offers forgiveness, acceptance and peace to all, so may our hearts offer
understanding, justice and respect to one another.

ATTENDING MASS DURING “PHASE” 2:
So far, weekend Mass attendance has been low,
so seating has not been a problem.

Fr. Ed celebrates weekday Mass at 8:00 am every
day except Thursday. The Archbishop said that
Those who wish to attend a weekly Mass and receive holy communion at a less “crowded” service could attend a weekday Mass. About ten
people regularly attend our weekday Masses.

imitate Jeremiah’s desire for vengeance on his adversaries; however, we can learn from his insight. We,
too, should realize that no matter how difficult or dangerous our situation, we can be confident and unafraid because God protects his faithful ones.
The Gospel, Matthew 10:26-33, is part of a longer passage in which Jesus sends his Apostles on a
mission to tell others about the Kingdom of God, Although their “practice” missions are without incident,
Jesus warns them of the dangers to come. Jesus
knows that after he returns to his heavenly Father, his
followers will suffer persecution and many will be put
to death for teaching in his name. So, Jesus assures
them that they have nothing to fear from those who
kill their mortal bodies, but they must beware of those
who can kill both body and soul.
As long as the disciples continue on their mission to proclaim Jesus as Savior
and Lord, God will strengthen them
on earth and reward them in heaven. Jesus promises that his loving
Father — who is aware of every tiny
sparrow — will certainly look after
his disciples. Thus, the disciples
must continue to speak in the name
of Jesus; even the certainty of suffering or the probability of death are not excuses to be silent. If the disciples give in to fear and deny Jesus, they may temporarily escape persecution on earth, but they will have
to face eternal consequences when thy stand before
God the Father in heaven.
In the Gospel, Jesus teaches his disciples the
same lesson that Jeremiah learns in the first reading:
as long as we do God’s will, we can be confident and
unafraid! Because of Jesus, we know more about
God than Jeremiah did. Through Jesus’ words, we
know that God loves all of us as the unique individuals He created us to be, and through his actions, we
know that God sacrificed His own Son so that we
could be with him forever in heaven. Secure in the
knowledge of our eternal reward, we should never fear
the earthly risks that we must take in Jesus’ name.

