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St. John the Evangelist Church, Spencerport New York 

KRONYõS PIZZA ETC. 
 

$1.00 Off  
On Any Large Pizza To Parish Members  

 

 

 
 

 
 

OPEN FOR LUNCH 
MonðSat 10am ï 10pm 
Sun 11am - 10pm 
2139 North Union St. 

352-1199 

 

  

 

 

 

 

ñComplete Insurance & Financial Servicesò 

191 S Union St. Spencerport, NY 14559 

Phone: 585.352.1234  Fax: 585.352.1660 

www.thefeltnergroup.com 

¶ 24 Hour Service  

¶ Complete Plumbing Service  

¶ Free Estimates  

¶ Sr. Citizen Discount  
 

441-A Elmgrove Road 
Rochester, NY 14606 
[tel] 585.426.5068  
[fax] 585.429.7307  

www.gattiplumbing.com  

55 Martha St. 
Spencerport, NY   14559 
585-352-5481 
Email: sstjohnc@dor.org 
www.stjohnschurchspencerport.org 

September 23, 2018 The Twenty-Fifth Sunday In Ordinary Time  

Hours: Monday - Thursday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Closed on Fridays  

10% off Coupon 
 

 

Union Street Eatery 
 

 
 

2139 N. Union Street  Tel. (585)349-3037 
Spencerport, NY 14559   

 
Coupon not valid on Fridays, Banquet Room or any other 

promotions or specials. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

A HurlbutÊ Care Community 
 

§ 24-Hour Skilled Nursing 

§ Short term rehabilitation with Physical, 
Speech & Occupational therapies 

§ Cable, WIFI & phone included 
5 Church Street 

Spencerport, New York 14559 
P: 585-352-4810 
Fax: 585-352-1032 
www.HurlbutCare.com 

 

Copyright É 2012 ROHM Services Corporation. All Rights 
Reserved. 

Let our family care for yours 

10% off ANY PURCHASE over $20.00  
 
4974 Ridge Road West (585)352-0996 
 
Spencerport, NY  14559 ñAll Your Auto Parts Needsò 

Your Ad Here 
reaches over 550 families in 

our parish and beyond. 
 

If you are interested in placing an ad in our 
bulletin, please  call the parish office  
at 352-5481. 

Have you found your niche?  
Call Dave Hodder, 352-4462 for 

information about 
the Columbarium 
at St. John's 
Cemetery.  

585-352-8330 
Fax: 585-352-0069 

hiqualheating@frontiernet.net Å www.hiqualheatingandcooling.com 

ñQuality Is More Than Just A Word To Us, Itôs In Our Nameò 

14 Amity St 
P.O. Box 328 

Spencerport, NY 14559 

DO you know of anyone who 
would benefit  from having 
their ad in our bulletin?  
 

Please call the parish office at 
352-5481, with your 
suggestions.  

Please cut out this ñTHANK YOUò  

and present it the next time you patronize one of our Advertisers . 

THANK YOU!  
for advertising in our St. John the Evangelist Church bulletin,  

 

Dr. David DôAmico - Optometrist & 
David DeBellis  - Optician 

Westside Eyecare Associates & 
Westside Fashion Optical 

3225 Chili Ave, Rochester, NY 14624 
(585)571-9034 

Call to schedule an eye exam and stop in 
to see our new collection of the latest 

fashions in Eyewear. 
Complete Eye ExamsðContact Lenses 
Fashion EyewearðSports Eyewear  

Safety Eyewear 
We accept most insurance plans. 

30% Discount on eyewear for parishioners. 
We accept most insurance plans 

 
 

2775 Spencerport Rd.            
www.spnfcu.org 
Spencerport, NY  14559          585-352-6890 
 

Your Community Credit Union 

 

 

Nationwide One Nation Plaza, Columbus, OH 43215-2220 Nationwide.com  
24-Hour Claims: 800-421-3535 Products underwritten by Nationwide Mutual Insurance Compa-
ny and Affiliated Companies. Life insurance issued by Nationwide Life Insurance Company. 

Jan M Parisi  

Agent President 

Jan Parisi Agency Inc. 

Nationwide Insurance  

Tel    585 -349 -3592  
Fax   585-338-2211 

Tel    800-553-4312 
parisij1@nationwide.com 

24 West Avenue  Suite 302 
Spencerport, NY  14559 

 
 Serving  Å Breakfast Å Lunch Å Dinner 

ñGuard, Unite, and Govern Herò 
In the opening lines of the Roman Canon (that is, the first and 

ancient Roman eucharistic prayer), we pray that the Lord may ñaccept and 
bless these gifts, these offerings, these holy and unblemished sacrifices,ò in 
order that we might receive the graces for which we pray.  We refer the 
offerings of the Mass as ñsacrifices.ò  The offering of a sacrifice always 
has to do with obtaining graces from God, because the very word 
ñsacrificeò means to ñsacrum facere,ò ñto makeò (facere) ñholyò (sacrum).  
The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass is meant to make us holy, to change us to 
become more like Christ. 

The prayer then asks for Godôs blessing upon numerous concerns.  
Various needs are mentioned, but the sacrifice of the Mass is something 
ñwhich we offer you firstly for your holy catholic Church.ò  Offering a 
sacrifice is something we do in order to make something holy, and this 
ancient prayer shows that the early Christians thought that, first and 
foremost, the thing that needed to be made holy was the ñholy catholic 
Churchò.  It is not at all a contradiction to ask that something holy be made 
holy: you are holy because of your baptism, and yet we know from our 
sins that God has not yet finished his work in us.  This is true for the 
individual Christian, and it is true for the Church. 

St. Paul says in his letter to the Ephesians (5:25ï27) that ñChrist 
loved the church and gave himself up for her, that he might sanctify her, 
having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, that he might 
present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any 
such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish.ò  Although we are 
promised that at the ñwedding feast of the Lambò (a biblical image for 
Heaven, see Revelation 19:7), Christôs bride the Church will be ñholy and 
without blemish,ò yet the early Christians knew that, while on pilgrimage 
through this valley of tears, we would need to pray for the holiness of the 
Church.  And to do so every Sunday! 
 In particular, this ancient Roman prayer asks God that He ñbe pleased 
to grant her [the Church] peace, to guard, unite and govern her throughout 
the whole world, together with your servant [Francis] our Pope and 
[Salvatore] our Bishop, and all those who, holding to the truth, hand on the 
catholic and apostolic faith.ò  It is immediately obvious why Christians 
who experienced or remembered the persecution of Christianity would 
pray for the peace of the Church, and pray that she be guarded.  It is also 
not at all surprising that they would pray for the unity of the Church: Jesus 
Himself prayed ñthat they may be oneò (John 17:12), and even while the 
Apostles yet lived, St. Paul was forced to confront the Corinthians about 
the fact that ñwhen you assemble as a church, I hear that there are divisions 
among youò (1 Cor 11:18). 
 But I think it might surprise some to learn that the ancient Christians 
thought it necessary to pray that the Church be ñgoverenedò.  They knew 
that the Lord had established the Church and entrusted her governance to 
the Apostles and to their successors, the bishops.  In Rome where this 
prayer was first used, they had known many holy Popesðindeed, a great 
many of the early bishops of Rome died as martyrs.  Did they think that 
their bishops might fail them?  That the successors to the apostles might 
make bad choices while governing the Church? 
 History explains why there was always a need for this prayer.  Holy 

though he might have become, Saint Peter denied Christ 
three times, and was once called ñSatanò by Christ Himself!  
In the fourth century, many bishops believed the Arian 
heresy (which had to do with denying the divinity of 
Christ).  Writing about a meeting of bishops in the year 
359, St. Jerome said that ñthe whole world groaned and 
marvelled to find itself Arian.ò  Even in the early centuries, 
when people remembered their personal encounters with 
great heroes of faith, the Church learned that many of her 
priests and bishops (not just one or two here or there) could 
fall into sin in a very short time.  This lesson was something 
that Godôs people Israel had learned in the Old Testament: 
the judgment of the Bible on the leaders whom God had 
appointed as Kings was that: ñExcept David and Hezekiah 
and Josiah they all sinned greatlyò (Sirach 49:4).  For all the 
centuries of its existence as a nation, Israel had only three 
good kings!  Three!  Ever!  Being great lovers of holy 
Scripture, the early Christians knew about the importance 
of praying for their leaders, in order that God would work 
through them to govern the Church. 
 And so, Sunday by Sunday, we continue this venerable 
tradition of the people of God, praying that the Lord use our 
Pope and bishops to govern the Church, in order that we 
might all grow in holiness. 
 God bless, 
 Fr. Peter 
 
This article is the tenth in an ongoing series on the prayers 

of the Mass.  Previous articles on the liturgy were 
published in this space on the following dates: 22 April, 29 

April, 13 May, 20 May, 27 May, 10 June, 17 June, 24 June, 
1 July, and 5 August. 

 

Recycle with 
our Teen 
fundraising 
partner! 
2139 N. 
Union St. 
Barefoot Landing Plaza  
M-F 11am-6pm and Sat 10am-3pm. 

Welcome to St. John the Evangelist Church! 
If you would like information on Registering at our parish 
please call the office at (585) 352-5481.  

Weekend Mass Schedule:  
Saturday 5:00 pm, Sunday 7:45, 9:30 & 11:15 am 

Weekday Masses & Holy Day Masses: See Bulletin 
Confession: Sat. 3:45 to 4:30, Wed. 5:45-6:15 pm or by 
appointment. 

Baptisms: We look forward to the Baptism of your child.  

Please call the Parish office to make arrangements. 

Sacrament of Marriage: Couples are to meet with the parish 
deacon at least six months in advance. Pre-Cana attendance is 
required. Please call the parish office to make arrangements. 

Prayer Chain Call 352-5481, ext.213,  and leave a message.   

Parish Cemetery: General Information: 352-4462 or 352-1287          

Food Cupboard: 277-4917 

The Rev. Peter B. Mottola - fr.peter.mottola@dor.org 

Deacon Tom Uschold - Parish Deacon 

Deacon Craig Stratton - Senior Deacon 

Ralph Preish - Finance Director - ralph.preish@dor.org 

Kathy Cammilleri - Parish Secretary - sstjohnc@dor.org 

Barbara Lake - Pastoral Associate for Youth & Spec. Projects 

Julie Bailey - Coordinator of Religious Education 

Ivan Bosnar - Organist, Music Coordinator 

Mike Burke - Maintenance Coordinator  

http://www.spnfcu.org

