St. Ambrose Back to School Night
6th Grade – Earth Science
Dear Junior High Parents/Guardians,
My name is Dr. Ndifon, and I have been the middle school science teacher here at St. Ambrose
Catholic School for about 17 years. I hope you are as excited about the new, albeit different kind
of school year as I am. Yes, the times are very challenging, but I am positive that working
together, we will be able to successfully pull through.
As usual, our goal is to provide your children with the solid science foundation that Saint
Ambrose Catholic School is well known for. I wish to assure you, that I have given a very
serious thought to how we will do this considering that we have less instructional time than in a
normal school year. I believe we can do this if we prioritize topics to ensure that critical areas of
the content are thoroughly covered before anything else.

Earth Science Syllabus
Planet Earth – Here, we will explore Rocks, Minerals, Plate tectonics, Earthquakes,
and Volcanoes

Astronomy- Topics that will covered include: The Earth, the Moon and the Sun, The
solar system, Stars, galaxies and the universe

Weather and Climate – In this unit we will learn about the Atmosphere, Weather
patterns, Weather factors, Climate and climate change

Earth’s Waters – In this unit we will cover, Freshwater, Freshwater resources, Ocean
motions, and Ocean zones

Skills:
•

The SI System – This is a study of scientific units of measurement and their
conversions.

•

Laboratory Safety – students learn safety signs and symbols and safe
laboratory practices.

Expectations
All students will be expected to:
•

Show respect for the instructor, self, and others

•

Pay attention during class and follow directions

•

Follow the distance learning code of conduct

•

Come prepared for class

•

Actively participate in discussions, etc..

Assessment
•

Assessment will be in the form of online tests/quizzes and online homework
assignments.

Homework
•

Will be posted online on Rediker and in the Google Classroom.
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•

It will be done in the Google Classroom

•

It is interactive – students type in their answers and click submit when done

•

Is taken from the science workbook that came with the textbook.

•

Is taken from the corresponding chapter being covered in the textbook.

•

Each set of homework questions contains a reference to page(s) where the answers are
to be found in the textbook. Therefore, doing homework is easy and less time intensive.

•

In the Google Classroom, all homework assignments for each chapter are combined into
one document for ease of access and manipulation.

•

In Rediker the assignments are listed separately by Chapter Section

•

Each homework assignment is worth 10 points.

Late/Incomplete assignments
•

Assignments not fully completed will only receive partial credit.

•

An assignment not turned in on the due date is considered late and will initially be
recorded as M (missing) on Rediker

•

Late homework will be penalized at a depreciation rate of 10% for every day it is late.

•

If a student is absent it is his/her responsibility to make up missed homework within 2
days of resuming class.

•

Note: There will be NO END OF QUARTER TURNING IN OF ALL MISSING WORK!!

Make-up work
•
•

Make-up work is accepted for excused absences only.
It is the student’s responsibility to reschedule missed assignments and assessments

Tests/Quizzes:
•

Test but not quiz dates are announced at least 3 days in advance.

•

There are absolutely NO test retakes.

•

All tests will be online in the Google Classroom and must be done by the due date

•

Tests will NOT be reactivated after the due date.

Textbooks: All text books must be covered at all times. Students are expected to take good
care of books assigned to them and be responsible for them at all times. Students will be
charged the cost of replacing damaged or lost books.
Grading
•

Scheme: 93 – 100% (A), 85-92% (B), 77 – 84% (C), 70 – 76% (D) and 0 – 69% (F).

Grade computation:
Rediker uses a points-based system is to compute grades by expressing points earned
as a percentage of total points possible. In other words, assignments are not
weighted. Students can view their grades online on “Rediker” at any time.
Academic Honesty: Cheating and plagiarism are serious infractions at Saint Ambrose and the
consequences are clearly stated in the school handbook.

Thank you for coming and let us look forward to a successful school year.
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