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Family Catechesis Remind-

ers: Please stop by the Reli-

gious Ed Office to pick up this 

monthõs handouts. 
 

Reminder Confirmation  

Families:    

Our next Confirmation 

Prep session is Sunday, 

January 19 from 10am -

12pm.    
 

Reminder First  

Reconciliation Families:   

Save the Date!   

 

First Reconciliation will be 

celebrated on Thursday, 

January 16th at 7PM.   

  
There is NO Religious Ed on December 22, 25, 29 

and January 1. Merry Christmas & Happy New 

Year !  

 

 

 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
Today we celebrate the Fourth Sunday of Advent. To-
gether we remember the wonder of the mystical birth of 
Jesus Christ; we recall our dignity restored by Godôs life 
within each one if us.   
 
The recounting of the birth of Jesus Christ in todayôs 
Gospel assists us in the knowledge of how we are includ-
ed as participants in the story of how ñGod Saves.ò We 
witness and we testify by what we have seen and heard.  
We are given the account of historical information from 
which we can determine the truth of what was promised 
by God for all humanity to enjoy ï the ability to know 
ñEmmanuel (God with Us),ò and to have certitude from 
which we can conduct our own lives with Godôs grace. 
 Let us join together in readying ourselves for the upcom-
ing Liturgical Season, which is approaching rapidly ï the 
Christmas Season.  In doing, so let us give the Gift of 
Christ to those we encounter and assure one another of 
the power of worship and this community of faith in 
which we find ourselves gathered.  The kingdom of God 
is a community such as this one, yet perfectedé the 
ñAlready Not Yetò in which we dwell makes us partici-
pants with the angels we have heard on high.  We are 
called to gather weekly and assemble ourselves into the 
Mystical Body of Christ from which others may receive 
the encounter of Christ that we possess.  Let us Rejoice in 
the Lord, always and assure Him of our fidelity to wor-
ship Him with our entire being. 
 
Today, each family will receive a gift from the parish, 
which was dutifully wrapped by one of our youth in the 
Confirmation program.  Each of these members was 
asked to choose a patron saint from whom they will take  
their Confirmation name.  The qualities found residing 
within each of the saints themselves are cause for us to 
imitate or emulate.  To become like those we revere also 
gives us motivation and empowerment to hope for what is 
outside of ourselves.  As you open this early Christmas 
gift, consider sharing it with your entire family and with 
friends.  Imitate what you read and become what you 
know God knows you can be, holy, a saint in the making. 
 
Thank you for all you do and remember the Christmas 
Mass Schedule for all of us to assemble for worship and 
enter into the mystery of the Mystical Body of Christ is as 
follows: December 24th at 4:00 PM, 7:00 PM, and 9:00 
PM and on December 25th at 9:00 AM Christmas morn-
ing. 
 
Pax Christi, 
Vy. Rev. John B. Gabage, V.F.   

Parish Offices Christmas Closures:   

The Parish Offices will be closed De-

cember 24-26 in observance of 

Christmas.   

 

There will be NO morning Masses on December 26. 

 

January 1st is a Holy Day of Obliga-

tion 

Mass will be celebrated at 9 am in ob-

servance of the feast of the Solemnity of 

Mary, Mother of God 



FOURTH  SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

 

 

We would like to thank 
Fence & Deck Connection 

 for sponsoring an ad in our weekly bulletin 

MONDAY   DECEMBER 23 
7:15 a.m.  Corey Pessagno+ 

8:30 a.m.  Brian Rushey+ 
TUESDAY  DECEMBER 24 
4:00 p.m.  Parishioners of St. Christopherõs 
7:00 p.m.  Parishioners of St. Christopherõs 
9:00 p.m.  Parishioners of St. Christopherõs 
WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 25 
9:00 a.m.  Christmas Intentions 
THURSDAY  DECEMBER 26 
7:15 a.m.  No Morning Mass 
8:30 a.m.  No Morning Mass 
SATURDAY  DECEMBER 28 
5:00 p.m.  Parishioners of St. Christopherõs 

SUNDAY  DECEMBER 29 
7:00 a.m.  Vickie Isaac+ 
 9:00 a.m.  Craig Keyser 
11:15 a.m.  James & Teresa Hesson+ 

Outreach 
 

A little bit of Christmas lives 
Within the heart each day 
When we do a kindly deed 
Give a word of cheer away. 
Why should we save our 
kindness 

For just one special time ï 
The world needs love and caringé. 

 
(Christmas Through the Year by Kay Hoff-

man in Salesian Books) 
  

Weekly Offertory 
December 15, 2019 
 
Regular Offertory: 
$7,174.26 
 
Annual Catholic Appeal 

Target:              $109,000.00 
Pledged to date:      $104,105.45 
Shortfall:       $   4,894.55 
 

This weekend your Knights of Colum-

bus conducted the Annual Saint Chris-

topher free Christmas Baskets for the 

Needy. On Saturday morning 21 De-

cember we distributed over 125 food 

baskets containing a Christmas dinner 

of turkey and all the fixings to needy families on Kent 

Island. We also collected posters for our annual keep 

Christ in Christmas poster contest for our churchesô 

young people. Knights will judge the contest at a fu-

ture meeting and the winner will be announced After 

Christmas.  
 
SAVE THE DATE On 28 January 2020, The K of C is 

sponsoring a presentation entitled ñEstate Preserva-

tionò open to the whole Parish. Jon Rock will provide 

this 20-minute presentation on ways to protect your 

financial future. He will allow time for answering your 

questions.  

 

The Knights of Columbus is an organization of Catho-

lic men dedicated to the Church and the Community. 

Interested men 18 years of age and older should con-

tact Mike McQuillan, MCQ521@aol.com or 301-655-

8897 or Jim Klunk 410-924-2270 or 

klunkinc@gmail.com 

Backpack Program  
A Time for Thanks!  

 

Our backpack Program cur-

rently supports 33 "food inse-

cure students." We pack 10 -

11 items in each bag every 

weekend. That's over 300 items from our 

shelves each week! We add additional 

food for holidays and school breaks.  

  

Thank you for your gracious giving! We 

could not do it without you.  

 

May our Amazing Parish continue to be 

blessed in the new year!  

mailto:MCQ521@aol.com
mailto:klunkinc@gmail.com
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Extending a Helping Hand to individuals and fami-

lies in times of need 

 

Please join us in sharing love and compassion for 
our parishioners who occasionally need a meal 
brought to their home.   When a request goes out,  if 
it is convenient, you can respond that you are availa-
ble and willing for that particular request. 
 
 To participate, or if you need meals, call Kathy 
Walker at 703-203-5300 or  kathyw@UANET.org.   
 
Here is your opportunity to ñcarry Christ beyond the 
pews.ò 
 

Respect Life 
Advent 2019 St. Chris-
topher Parish is prepar-
ing...waiting... and 
longing, with hope for 
the birth of a Ministry 
for LIFE! It is nearly 
time to shower us with 
your thoughts, visions 
and dreams of what a 

Respect for Life Ministry would look like to you! 
 
Please contact Bobbie Bell with your ideas @ 410 
829 9834 or bellbloomcoach@yahoo.com. Gather-
ing in early January, we will share yours and oth-
ers thoughts and form a plan that will help us grow 
in grace and stature, bringing hope and healing to 
many. 
 
Consider: the first to recognize Jesus, was his 
cousin, John, while both in the wombs of Mary 
and Elizabeth. 

Thank you to all  who volun-
teered their time to help at the 
Homeless shelter Dec. 16 - 
22 and to those  providing 
fellowship on Christmas Day 
so no one would be alone!   A 
special thank you for the 
kindness of those who 
brought cookies and arranged 
Christmas gifts to spread joy 

to our shelter guests.  Several parishioners also 
worked at the emergency Food Pantry, helping 
over 100 people to have fresh meat, breads, sta-
ples, and produce for  the holidays. We realize 
how valuable your time is during this Christmas 
season.  Thank you all for sharing it with those 
who truly need you!   Volunteers are still needed 
in Jan and Feb.  Please consider signing up on the 
rolling bulletin board, now in the hall, as a great 
way to serve others in the New Year!!  Wishing 
everyone the blessings of this Holy Season. 
  

For  information or questions, contact 
Mary, msjourdak@gmail.com , Bridgit-
te, bbailey@stchristopherski.org, or Mar-
gie, reedygm@gmail.com 

When QACPS schools are DELAYED for weather, ALL 
morning events in the church (Mass, Rosary Group, etc) 
and the hall will be canceled and the Parish Office will be 
open at 10 am. 
 
When QACPS schools are CLOSED for inclement weath-
er, ALL morning events in the church (Mass,  Rosary 
Group, etc) and the hall will be canceled and the Parish 
Office will be CLOSED. 
 
When QACPS schools are closed for the day or close ear-
ly and cancel after school events , ALL evening events 
and meetings in the church and church hall will be can-
celed. 
 
The safety of our parishioners is of great importance to 
us. 
  
If there is any cancellation for Sunday morning 
classes, an email will be sent and there will be a 
message of cancellation on our parish website.   
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