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SOCIETY OF OUR MOTHER OF PEACE

Of course we find ourselves
now right at the end of Lent,
and we may be wondering
what has been accomplished
during Lent.
From the standpoint of
doing penance for our sins,
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less for ourselves, or more in
the awareness of God’s loving presence than before we
started Lent. Growth is really determined by our level of
intimacy with and generosity
toward God, not by the degree of our sweet feelings
toward Him, but our will to
live more intimately with
Him, with an awareness that
our attachment to things diminishes our capacity to be
intimate with Him: “No man
can serve two masters...”
What we are fundamentally getting down to is the
quality of our prayer. We
may ask ourselves: “Do we
say prayers, or pray prayers?” --- and the difference is
radical. In saying prayers,
we can just do them, while
in praying prayers we seek
to enter into loving relationship with God. In just grasping that distinction, we could
be opening our minds and
hearts to quite a new vista of
development. The deepest
prayer is that which is closest to what we will be doing
in Heaven. Now that sounds
alright, but rather simplistic.
But if we weigh the matter
carefully, we know that in
Heaven we will simply be
lovingly appreciating God -and that is what we want to
be doing, as much as grace
enables us, in the time of
formal prayer. And actually,

to the degree that our limited minds are capable,
even outside of prayer. We
want to live as consciously
as we can, by grace, in the
loving presence of God:
this is a heavenly life on
earth and the happiest we
can live, because it is involving us in the Source of
infinite happiness and
Goodness and Lovableness.
And so we may ask:
Who is called to this level
of life? Jesus answers in
the same words of the Old
Testament: The first and
the greatest Commandment is to love the Lord
your God with your whole
heart, your whole soul,
your whole mind and all
your strength. This is the
under-girding of loving
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