WEEKDAYS

MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEKEND
SAT
5:00 pm
SUN
10:00 am

2/8

All Holy Spirit Parishioners, Special Intentions, All Souls, Conversion of
Sinner, Thanksgiving, Goldman Family, In Memory of Anna Do

2/9

All Holy Spirit Parishioners, Joseph Loi Tran, Ngo & Nguyen Family
Living &Deceased, Viola Smith Riley, Goldman Family, Remembering
our friend Kenny Perdue, Jr., In Memory of Marie Nunez

MASS INTENTIONS NEXT WEEKEND
SAT
5:00 pm

2/15

SUN
2/16
10:00 am

All Holy Spirit Parishioners, All Souls, Ancient Deceased,
Work in the Family, Peter
All Holy Spirit Parishioners, Joseph Loi Tran,
Ngo & Nguyen Family Living and Deceased, Viola Smith Riley

MON
2/10

Ancient Deceased

TUE
2/11

Ancient Deceased

WED
2/12

Ancient Deceased

THU
2/13

Ancient Deceased

FRI
2/14

Nguyen Family
Living &Deceased

Reading I Is 58:7-10 - Thus says the LORD: Share your
bread with the hungry, shelter the oppressed and the homeless;
clothe the naked when you see them, and do not turn your back on
your own. Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your
wound shall quickly be healed; your vindication shall go before you,
and the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard.
Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer, you shall cry for help, and he will say:
Here I am! If you remove from your midst oppression, false accusation and malicious
speech; if you bestow your bread on the hungry and satisfy the afflicted; then light shall
rise for you in the darkness, and the gloom shall become for you like midday.
Reading II 1Cor 2:1-5 - When I came to you, brothers and sisters, proclaiming the
mystery of God, I did not come with sublimity of words or of wisdom. For I resolved to
know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ, and him crucified.
I came to you in weakness and fear and much trembling, and my message and my
proclamation were not with persuasive words of wisdom, but with a demonstration of
Spirit and power, so that your faith might rest not on human wisdom but on the power of
God.
Gospel Mt 5:13-16 3 - Jesus said to his disciples: "You are the salt of the earth. But
if salt loses its taste, with what can it be seasoned? It is no longer good for anything but to be
thrown out and trampled underfoot.
You are the light of the world. A city set on a mountain cannot be hidden. Nor do they
light a lamp and then put it under a bushel basket; it is set on a lampstand, where it gives light
to all in the house.
Just so, your light must shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and
glorify your heavenly Father."

...if you bestow your bread on the
hungry and satisfy the afflicted...
Fr. Bach
My sisters and brothers in the Lord,
The message of Jesus to us is so simple and clear: when we encounter someone in trouble, we must help that
person! This is still the same message as always: love God and love your neighbor. There is no other way to eternal
life.
The first reading today is from the Prophet Isaiah. The message can speak directly to our hearts: if we listen to the
cries for help of other people, then God Himself will hear our cries when we call out to Him. This message of the
prophets is echoed throughout all of Scripture and is repeated over and over again. It needs to be repeated because we
humans seem always to go in another direction and look first for our own pleasure, our own needs and our own
good. This is a result of sin, for sure, but even after Baptism and Confession, we still tend in this direction. Because of
this, if we want to follow God, then we must begin a spiritual struggle to do His will and not our own.
The second reading today is from the First Letter to the Corinthians. Saint Paul is very clear that we don’t need
sublimity of words or of wisdom. What we need is Jesus Christ and to accept the sufferings that accompany being
faithful to the Lord. We all know how easy it is to speak good things and how difficult it is to do good things. This is
the challenge for us who say that we follow Jesus: putting our words and our faith into action!
Today’s Gospel passage from Saint Matthew speaks to us and tells us that we must be the salt of the earth and a
light for the world. This presence in the world is so very different from the presence of great people who receive
attention and adulation of others. Instead, the salt that we are and the light that we shine are also only from Jesus
Himself. When we reflect the glory of God, the strength is incredible! When we show forth our own strength, it is as
nothing. At some level, we all know that, but we are still tempted to put ourselves first rather than God.
My sisters and brothers, all of us fail. We all sin and are prone to sin. On the other hand, we know the power of
God in our lives and we must choose each day to walk with the Lord and to let the Lord be our strength and our
light. Our world will be transformed and will reflect the words of Isaiah: If you remove from your midst oppression,
false accusation and malicious speech; if you bestow your bread on the hungry and satisfy the afflicted; then light shall
rise for you in the darkness, and the gloom shall become for you like midday.
Your brother in the Lord,
Abbot Philip, 2017

Anna Massey, Beatrice M. McMillon, Brenda Thompson, Brandon, Bobbie Henry,
Cameron Nedd, Chloe Pomes, Catherine Hernandez, Dawson Macera, Denise Wiltz,
Elinor McKeon, Elizabeth Gale Hardy, Erena Hardy, Jr., Gary LeRouge, Geneva C.
Jones, Glynn Boyd, Jerod Boyd, Jeanne & Dan Schmitt, James Casby, Jason Boyd,
J.W. Prejean, Kim D. Davis, K. Franklin & Family, Kayla Guiterrez, Lula Ward, Leslie
Eiswerth, Matthew Prejean, Major Deloche, Minnie Linyear, Martha Davis, Mary Landreneau, Pam
Kamphuis, Roderick Boyd, Richard. R. Vernotzy, Sr., Sliman Family, Tom Thomas, Trudy Morris, Tyrone
Wiltz, Vernotzy & Eidt Families, Viney Miller, Wadlington Family, Wayne Belaire

February

Julie Myers 2/24, Carroll Fortmayer 2/2, Michael Comeaux 2/4,
Sandie Goldman 2/9, Lucien Charlot 2/4, John Stephenson 2/14,
Mini Elnaggar 2/7, Juan Gimenez 2/8, Molly Mix 2/3, Anna Lannes 2/16, Lan Thi
Kiev 2/8, Thien-An Duong 2/2, Martha Davis 2/3,
Gloria Baker Davis 2/21, Maria Ragas 2/12, Clarence Mitchell III 2/20,
In Memory of Marie Nunez 2/9

