WEEKDAYS

MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEKEND
SAT
5:00 pm

7/18

Holy Spirit Church and Parishioners, All Victims of Pandemic, All
Victims of Violence

MON
7/20

David Beyer

SUN
10:00 am

7/19

Holy Spirit Church and Parishioners, Joseph Loi Tran,
Ngo & Nguyen Family Living and Deceased, Sliman Family

TUE
7/21

All Grandmothers on
their Birthday

WED
7/22

All Souls

MASS INTENTIONS NEXT WEEKEND
SAT
5:00 pm

7/25

Holy Spirit Church and Parishioners, All Victims of Pandemic, All
Victims of Violence

THU
7/23

All Mothers on their
Birthday

SUN
10:00 am

7/26

Holy Spirit Church and Parishioners, Joseph Loi Tran,
Ngo & Nguyen Family Living and Deceased, Kenneth Bonaparte

FRI
7/24

All Souls

The 16th Sunday, A Lectionary
READING I
Wis 12:13, 16–19
There any god besides you who have the care of all, that you need show you have not unjustly condemned. For your
might is the source of justice; your mastery over all things makes you lenient to all. For you show your might when the
perfection of your power is disbelieved; and in those who know you, you rebuke temerity. But though you are master of
might, you judge with clemency, and with much lenience you govern us; for power, whenever you will, attends you. And
you taught your people, by these deeds, that those who are just must be kind; And you gave your sons good ground for
hope that you would permit repentance for their sins.
READING II
Rom 8:26–27
Brothers and sisters: The Spirit too comes to the aid of our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but
the Spirit itself intercedes with inexpressible groanings. And the one who searches hearts knows what is the intention of
the Spirit, because it intercedes for the holy ones according to God’s will.
GOSPEL
Mt 13:24–43 [short form Mt 13:24–30]
Jesus proposed another parable to them. “The kingdom of heaven may be likened to a man who sowed good seed in his
field. While everyone was asleep his enemy came and sowed weeds all through the wheat, and then went off. When the
crop grew and bore fruit, the weeds appeared as well. The slaves of the householder came to him and said, ‘Master, did
you not sow good seed in your field? Where have the weeds come from?’ He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ His
slaves said to him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’ He replied, ‘No, if you pull up the weeds you might uproot
the wheat along with them. Let them grow together until harvest; then at harvest time I will say to the harvesters, “First
collect the weeds and tie them in bundles for burning; but gather the wheat into my barn.”’”
He proposed another parable to them. “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that a person took and sowed in a
field. It is the smallest of all the seeds, yet when full-grown it is the largest of plants. It becomes a large bush, and the
‘birds of the sky come and dwell in its branches.’”
He spoke to them another parable. “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed with three
measures of wheat flour until the whole batch was leavened.”
All these things Jesus spoke to the crowds in parables. He spoke to them only in parables, to fulfill what had been said
through the prophet: “I will open my mouth in parables, I will announce what has lain hidden from the foundation of the
world.”
Then, dismissing the crowds, he went into the house. His disciples approached him and said, “Explain to us the parable
of the weeds in the field.” He said in reply, “He who sows good seed is the Son of Man, the field is the world, the good
seed the children of the kingdom. The weeds are the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sows them is the devil.
The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels. Just as weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so
will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all who
cause others to sin and all evildoers. They will throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be wailing and
grinding of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Whoever has ears ought to
hear.”

The Gospel is from St. Matthew 13:24-43. Today's parable is Christ's answer to the
question so frequently asked: "Why does God permit evil to triumph so often in this
world, why are the wicked allowed to prosper?" The triumph of the wicked is shortlived, the reward of the Christian who suffers from their wickedness is everlasting. The
very wickedness and injustices of evil-doers are one of the ways that God uses to
perfect his elect. It is only on a battlefield that a true soldier can be proved.
In the parable, the weed does not destroy the wheat. It only makes it more difficult for
the wheat to grow to maturity. So it is with the Christian.
No one can take his faith from him, but living up to it is
made more difficult by the evil influence and bad example
of sinners. If some succumb to this evil influence and give
up the practice of their faith, the fault is theirs. God can
force no man to serve him.
The patience of the farmer in letting the weed grow on
until harvest time, exemplifies the infinite mercy of God
toward sinners. The weed could not change its nature, but
the sinner can change his ways and God gives him every chance and every help to do
this, up to his last moment of life. No sinner will be excluded from heaven because of
the sins he committed but because he did not repent of these sins while he had the
opportunity.
We must learn a double lesson of patience from this parable. First, to be patient with
those who make our spiritual progress more difficult for us—they are actually helping
us to be better Christians if we bear with patience the injuries they inflict on us. Second,
we must try to imitate the patience God shows in his dealings with sinners. While we
must not approve of their evil deeds, or their sins, we must still look on them as our
brothers and do all in our power to put them back on the right road to heaven. We can
do this by good example, and by fervent prayer for their conversion. This is not easy for
human nature, but we can be certain that God will give us the necessary grace and
strength to subdue our natural weakness and aversion, if we try to act with charity and
true brotherly interest toward our erring fellowmen.
By acting thus, we will not only be helping a weak brother on the rugged road to
heaven, we will also be making doubly sure of our own arrival there, for God will never
be outdone in generosity.
Excerpted from The Sunday Readings by Fr. Kevin O'Sullivan, O.F.M.

