Scriptures of Dec 1, 2020
Come, Lord Jesus!
The most common procedure we find in the bible is that the person in need takes the need to
God (through a prophet, or Jesus himself), listens for God’s word from the prophet or Jesus,
and acts in obedience to that word.
But sometimes, Jesus takes the initiative and reaches out in compassion to those who are
helpless:
Soon afterward Jesus went to a city called Nain, and his disciples and a great crowd went with
him. As he drew near to the gate of the city, behold, a man who had died was being carried out,
the only son of his mother, and she was a widow; and a large crowd from the city was with her.
And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her and said to her, "Do not weep." And he
came and touched the coffin, and the bearers stood still. And he said, "Young man, I say to you,
arise." And the dead man sat up, and began to speak. And he gave him to his mother. Fear seized
them all; and they glorified God, saying, "A great prophet has arisen among us!" and "God has
visited his people!" (Luke 7:11 – 16)

Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a pool, in Hebrew called Bethzatha, which has five
porticoes. In these lay a multitude of invalids, blind, lame, paralyzed. One man was there, who had
been ill for thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw him and knew that he had been lying there a long
time, he said to him, "Do you want to be healed?" The sick man answered him, "Sir, I have no man
to put me into the pool when the water is troubled, and while I am going, another steps down before
me." Jesus said to him, "Rise, take up your pallet, and walk." And at once the man was healed, and
he took up his pallet and walked. (John 5:2-9)

As Jesus passed by, he saw a man blind from his birth. And his disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?" Jesus answered, "It was not that this man
sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be made manifest in him. We must work
the works of him who sent me, while it is day; night comes, when no one can work. As long as I
am in the world, I am the light of the world." As he said this, he spat on the ground and made clay
of the spittle and anointed the man's eyes with the clay, saying to him, "Go, wash in the pool of
Siloam" (which means Sent). So he went and washed and came back seeing. (John 9:1-7)
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Calling upon the name of Jesus
People who have no one to bring them to Jesus call upon the name of Jesus, and he answers
their prayers:
As he drew near to Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside begging; and hearing a
multitude going by, he inquired what this meant. They told him, "Jesus of Nazareth is passing by."
And he cried, "Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!" And those who were in front rebuked
him, telling him to be silent; but he cried out all the more, "Son of David, have mercy on me!" And
Jesus stopped, and commanded him to be brought to him; and when he came near, he asked him,
"What do you want me to do for you?" He said, "Lord, let me receive my sight." And Jesus said
to him, "Receive your sight; your faith has saved you." And immediately he received his sight and
followed him, glorifying God; and all the people, when they saw it, gave praise to God. (Luke
18:35-43)

Today we can always call upon the name of Jesus:
But the righteousness based on faith says, Do not say in your heart, "Who will ascend into heaven?"
(that is, to bring Christ down) or "Who will descend into the abyss?" (that is, to bring Christ up
from the dead). But what does it say? The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart (that is,
the word of faith which we preach); because, if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For man believes with
his heart and so is justified, and he confesses with his lips and so is saved. The scripture says, "No
one who believes in him will be put to shame." For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek;
the same Lord is Lord of all and bestows his riches upon all who call upon him. For, "everyone
who calls upon the name of the Lord will be saved." (Romans 10:6-13).
He who testifies to these things says, "Surely I am coming soon." Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! The
grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints. Amen. (Revelation 22:20-21)
Calling upon Jesus means we are totally open to God’s word. Mary had this openness as she
welcomed the Son of God into her womb:
And Mary said, "Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word."
(Luke 1:38)
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