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3rd Sunday in Lent 

                              

Benedict XVI & HOPE  

My Dear Friends in Jesus Christ, 

Joseph Ratzinger, whose writings I love, is one of the most important      

personalities of our time. One can certainly say more about him than that he 

is an excellent scholar, an intellectual pioneer, and probably the greatest  

theologian who has ever sat on the chair of Peter. One can in fact quite sim-

ply call him the ñDoctor of the Churchò of the modern age. 

One theme in particular occurs again and again in Ratzingerôs writings: Holy 

Saturday, this ñdarkest mystery of faithò that is at the same time ñthe most 

luminous sign of a never-ending hope.ò He writes: ñthe voice of God    

resounded in the realm of death.é Even in the extreme darkness of the most 

absolute human loneliness we may hear a voice that calls us and find a hand 

that takes ours and leads us out.ò He is the story of a man who had the cour-

age to hold on, to see a light in suffering, and to trust in the hope that human 

life is accompanied by the saving hand of a loving God, who precisely in 

difficult situations does not abandon his creature. 

When elected pope in 2005, he trusted in hope that, with the help of God, he 

would be able to carry out the new ministry as well as possible, in order to 

bring people back to Jesus in a time of the absence of God, a ñdarkness of 

Godò like Holy Saturday. He would bring them back to the divine grace and 

mercy, while also reminding them of Jesusô admonitions to remain faithful 

to the commandments of God and thereby to the order that governs all 

things. 

As he said in a speech in 1970, ñOne who wants to be a Christian today must 

possess the power of discernment and the courage to be unmodern. In a 

period of history that has pronounced God to be dead, one must dare to    

anchor oneôs roots in what is eternal.ò 

 He gives us a practical counsel: ñA first essential setting for learning hope 

is prayer. When no one listens to me anymore, God still listens to me. When 

there is no longer anyone to help me deal with a need or expectationé He 

can help me. When I have been plunged into complete solitude, if I pray I am 

never totally alone.ò  

A German proverb says: ñHope is the last to die.ò As a Christian, Ratzinger 

objects: no, hope never dies. It is literally built in view of eternity and has its 

foundation in eternity. All that is earthly passes away, but hope in Jesus is 

confidence in a life that truly begins only in a new dimension. 

If anyone feels they are losing hope, please call or come to see me and if 

you can, please join us on Friday evenings in church for 30 minutes of 

Adoration starting at 6:30 followed by The Stations of the Cross. I  

promise that it will deepen your Lenten experience and increase hope. 

Your humble servant in Christ, Fr. Peter  

Monday, March 8, 2021 

5:30 p.m.   +Michael Mallon 

Tuesday, March 9, 2021 

8:00 a.m.   +Maryann Adams 

Wednesday, March 10, 2021 

8:00 a.m.    Monteiro Family Intentions 

Thursday, March 11, 2021    

5:30 p.m.    +Evelyn Canfield 

Friday, March 12, 2021 

8:00 a.m.     +Emelia Ramos 

Saturday, March 13, 2021 

8:00 a.m.     +Cynthia Marie Stone 

4:30 p.m.     +Julia Kovacs and +Nancy Roberts 

Sunday, March 14, 2021  

8:30  a.m.    +Patricia Kelly Kane and +Joan Kelly 

11:30 a.m.   St. James Parishioners 

6:00 p.m.     +Anne Lacko and Thomas Chedister 

PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING:  

SEVEN DAY SACRISTY CANDLE: 3/07/21-3/13/21 

Church: For Unconditional Forgiveness 

Candles will burn for the following  intentions:   

Candle # 1    Empathy 

 

Please contact Noranne in the Parish Center to request. 

À Confessions À                                           

NOTE: Because of the Coronavirus Crisis all       

confessions will be Drive-thru  

Saturdays, 12:15 pm - 1:30 pm 

Tuesdays, 7:00 pm-8:00pm 

(or by appointment) 



PARISH NURSE: If  you would like to meet with a 

Parish Nurse, please call Margie Balint at 203-378-3081  

*if you have questions regarding the COVID vaccine, 

please call Margie* 

Centering Prayer 
 Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m. If you are interested in  

joining us to pray together virtually, please contact 
Mary Merly at mary.merly@sjssct.org. 

 

Mike Perille,Thai 

Nguyen, David 

Lathlean, Andrew 

Donovan, Lucas McHale, Joseph Lisboa & Mohini 

Monteiro, Antonio Ortiz, The Nedonca Family, Tom 

Rogers, Awilda Lopez, Mary Perante, Mary Louise 

Rodrigues, Jessica Mages, Mason Sims, James R. 

Birge, Bernadette Jennings, Jose L. Ramos 

 

Faithfully Departed:   Kathryn Faulkner,    

Bertha ñCecileò Verret, Charlotte Lindberg, 

Christina Lynn Faryniarz  

* * * * * EASTER FLOWERS ENVELOPE * * * * * 

* * * * * IMPORTANT INFORMATION * * * * * 

If you are planning to use the Easter Flowers          
envelopes included in your envelope packets please 

be aware that something is missing - it does not 
state the cost of the flowers. 

This is an oversight in the printing of the                 
envelopes. 

The cost of flowers is $20 per name entered on the 
envelope. 

We are sorry for this inconvenience. 

Lenten Prayer Aids  
are available at the entrance to the church 

Weekly Offertory (for week of 2/28/2021) 

 

                                                      2/28/2021        3/01/2020 

In Church Collections..................$ 5,019.25     $   8,081.28 

EFT............................................. $ 2,088.11     $   1,735.49 

Online Giving..............................$ 3,347.00     $   2,529.00 

                                                    ========       ======== 

Weekly Total............................$ 10,454.36     $ 12,345.77 

   

Every Friday During Lent  

Adoration at 6:30  

Stations of the Cross at 7:00 

άLŦ ¢ƻŘŀȅ ȅƻǳ ƘŜŀǊ Iƛǎ ǾƻƛŎŜΗέ 
 

 Saturday, March 20, 10-11:30  
²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ wŜǘǊŜŀǘ 

Join us for prayer and sharing of our faith. If you 
would like to participate , please email 

bredgate.stjamesparish@gmail.com to be placed 
on our email list.  All are welcome! 

SOCIAL OUTREACH  

The Bridge/Merton House  

 

 Due to COVID we have curtailed our monthly visits 

to The Bridge.  Most of the people we see on John 

Street go to the Merton House for a meal each 

day.  We have been putting together bags of        

toiletries to be handed out at The Merton 

House.  We can use toilet paper, shampoo,          

deodorant, soap, toothpaste, tooth brushes, and 

moisturizer.  Your donations are in need at this    

difficult time and you can drop off your items in the 

big orange bin on the porch at the parish center.  We 

hope to get back to The Bridge in the near future, 

but with your help we can reach out to those in need 

through The Merton House.   

Thank you for your generosity. 

mailto:mary.merly@sjssct.org
mailto:bredgate.stjamesparish@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

Do you want to become a member of St. James? 

If you do, then please complete the following and  

deposit in the offertory basket 

 

Name ______________________________________ 

 

Address  ____________________________________ 

 

City ________________________________________ 

 

State __________     Phone _____________________ 

 

Email_______________________________________ 

 

Comments ___________________________________ 

We look forward to hearing from you! 

Solar Energy Stewardship Program 
 

Want to raise funds for St. James without                

writing a check? 

Want to save money on your electricity bill? 

Want to have a positive impact on the environment? 

 

If your answer is ñyesò to any or all questions, then 

sign up for a consultation with Trinity Solar by 

calling 1-800-655-2500 or  

go to www.gotrinitysolar.com/sjrc 

 

Please identify that you are from St. James RC Church. 

 

When you sit with a Trinity Consultant for Q&A     

session to determine if you qualify for a solar system    

installation, St. James gets $100 from Trinity Solar. 

 

Additionally, when you have a solar system installed 

by Trinity, St. James gets $1,000 from Trinity Solar. 

On March 19th, Bishop Caggiano will consecrate the 

Diocese of Bridgeport to the patronage 

of Saint Joseph, the Patron of the Universal Church, 

at a Pontifical Mass at St. Augustineôs 

Cathedral in Bridgeport at 7:00pm. To prepare for 

the consecration, you are cordially invited 

to participate in a special Novena to Saint Joseph 

that will seek his intercession upon our 

diocese during this celebratory year. The Novena 

will begin on Wednesday, March 10th 

and end on March 18th, and will take place at 

7:00pm every evening via Zoom. You will 

be able to access the novena through our diocesan 

website. 

Everyone is encouraged to participate in this        

diocesan-wide devotion to the Patron of the 

Universal Church during the Year to Saint Joseph 

   

 

 

Especially during this time of Corona Virus, our   

parish relies on support of everyone in our parish to 

help us further our mission.  We are blessed that 

there is an easy way for all of us to recommit      

ourselves to supporting St. James through Online 

Giving.  Enrolling in Online Giving will simplify your 

monthly budgeting while also providing St. James 

with consistent reliable support for our parish    

ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǳǇ ȅŜǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ 

get started.  Just go to www.stjamesstratford.com 

and click the Online Giving icon on the home page. 

Open Wide Our Hearts  
A movement formed out of the USCCB for the purpose of  

discussing how we as a Church can overcome racism. St. 

James has been asked by our diocese to conduct a 6-session 

Open Wide Our Hearts series. Our next sessions will be held 

on March 8 and April 12 from 6:30-8:00pm. 
 If youôd like to join in our conversations,  

email: lefever.therese@gmail.com or  

angie@thestrategiesgroup.net to be added to our  

mailing list. 

http://www.stjamesstratford.com



