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Requiescat in Pace 
ñMay she/he rest in peace!ò 

 
One of the Spiritual Works of Mercy is to pray for those 
who are living and for those who have died.  As the colors 
fade, the days grow shorter and the leaves fall to the 
ground, the month of November is a time when even 
creation helps those of us who live in the northern 
hemisphere to reflect on our own mortality and to pray for 
those ñwho have gone before us marked with the sign of 
faith.ò  One way that we can remember those who have 
died is by making a visit to the cemetery. It is especially 
appropriate to do that during November, when the church 
celebrates the communion of saints and looks forward to 
that harvest at the end of time when all will be gathered 
into the New Jerusalem. 
 

Eternal rest grant unto ____, O Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon them. 

May her / his soul, and the souls of all the faithful 
departed, 

through the mercy of God, rest in peace.   Amen. 
 

 

 
On October 9, 2021,  the Archdiocese held its annual 
pastoral assembly and Archbishop Rozanski introduced the 
ñAll Things Newò strategic pastoral planning initiative. 
What is it? 
An evangelization plan to examine all parishes, 
schools, ministries and agencies, evaluating their 
effectiveness in proclaiming the Gospel and 
identifying opportunities for improvement and 
renewal. 

Why is it needed? 
The landscape of the Catholic Church looks a lot 
different today than it did just a few decades ago.   

The plan will allow ministries to meet people 
spiritually and geographically while remaining 
constant in the mission of the Church. 

What is the timing? 
Prayer, Discernment and Planning Phase ï over the 
next two years data will be collected, models will 
be developed and a final decision will be made by 
Pentecost 2023. 

Implementation Phase ï over the following five years 
the details of the plan will be implemented, 
completed by end of 2028. 

Everyone in the Archdiocese will have an opportunity to 
voice their thoughts.  A survey will be given to all St. Louis 
Catholics during Lent 2022.  Stay tuned for more details. HAPPY 

THANKSGIVING 
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PARISH  PASTORAL  COUNCIL SECRETARY 
Sandra & Howard Hoffman          pcsec@marymother.org 

 

Parish Council Minutes - August 25. 2021                                                                                                                                                                      

June Meeting Minutes: Approved                                                                                                                                                  

Follow-Up Discussion:  Carillon System Update put on hold due to the Archdiocese Moratorium on capital improvements.     

Upcoming Events: Dave Ramsey Financial Peace University (starts 9/13 for 9 weeks); Open to all,  not just  parishiners.     

Homecoming 10/16:  Mass will be at 4:00.  Parking  at Influence Church (on Kerth) and Misty Trails Subdivision have agreed to 

let us use their areas.  Lists of Homecoming booths will be run by different ministries.  Commissions can advertise at their booth 

how they see fit to let the  parishioners know about their different ministries.  Booths will be set-up before the 4:00 Mass.  There 

will be help for set-up and clean-up.  Game booth equipment will be supplied.   Volunteer from different commissions.  Fireworks 

at 9:00. Supper:  Hot dogs, Brats, bags of chips, and desserts.  Beer Garden:  Beer and pretzels served after Mass.  Past Mary 

Mother priests will be invited to participate in Mass and attend Homecoming.  All will be outside.                                                                                                                                                           

Parish Mission (11/7 ï 11/11):   At all weekend Masses introduced on 11/6-11/7.   5 topics, one for each evening.  Light   re-

freshments after ach evening presentation.  All are welcome to attend.   Starts at 6:30.  Annual Parish Ministry Leader Meeting 

(11/20:  Topic - Welcoming.  There will be a few speakers.  Discussions with groups of parish leaders.  More information will 

come later.                                                                                                                                                                                              

Commission Reports:                                                                                                                                                                       

Admin/Finance:  HVAC units will be installed in September.                                                                                                                                                                          

Christian Formation: Kim Blackford:  St. Alphonsus Sister Parish Relationship:  They are very interested in still strengthening 

this relationship.  This will take an effort by a group of people to lead this.  The Peace and Justice committee is overwhelmed and 

donôt feel they can lead on thisnow.  November is Catholic Black History Month - 11/7 Rock event teaching truths.  Mass at 

10:00 followed by refreshments and a presentation.  Archbishop Rozanski Letter on Racism - no action at this time.                                                                             

Christian Service: Rob Telthorst:  Needs a lead volunteer for the environmental stewardship mission.  Bridge Bread will return 

under the safety guidelines of the parish nurse.                                                                                                                                       

Liturgy: Carol Mason:  Deacon Randy will work on the transition to another volunteer for petitions.  Passing an offertory basket 

might change the way we see what the offertory means.  We use reusable cards for offertory for Faith Direct.  August basket   

contributions have been ñsoft.ò  The visual would be good for kids to see.                                                                                                                                                         

Social:  Lois Scully:  The Pasta Dinner will  be in the Reilly Center (Sunday, September 19).  New Parishioner Welcome    

Dinners (probably 4 per year), Social will help the Missionary Discipleship Commission.   Volunteer Appreciation Mass and 

Breakfast in January.  Sensational Seniors planning committee scheduled their activities for rest of the 2021.                                                                                                                             

Advisor: Gary Leiendecker:  Should we bring Thank You Notes for donations?  Ann could generate a list for us.  To be revised 

next month.                                                                                                                                                                                         

Faith Formation ï Cheryl:  PSR:  96 students; 11Catechists, 5 new Catechists.  PSR will start on Monday, September13 and on 

Wednesday, September 15.  Two acts of service for the year - Spiritual Adoption with a spring baby shower and the Box of Joy 

with Cross Catholic Outreach.  Family Prayer Meeting - September 9 - how to live the faith in your home.  The Youth          

Commission members needed to watch children during the meeting.  All are invited to attend.                                                                                                                            

/ƘŀƛǊ Comments ï Dave  PC Admin:  Thanks for submitting commission reports several days prior to PC meeting andfor month-

ly commission reports for The Update.  Parish Events: PC members support to promote/invite ï personally call ministry leaders 

in your commission.  Homecoming/Parish Mission Yard Sign - these will be given out at Masses.  Personal Contact Information 

Hand-Out.  Schedule a Parish Council Commission Sunday?  This will be started back next year. 11/30 #iGiveCatholic is in    

connection with Giving Tuesday.                                                                                                                                                            

Pastor Comments ï Fr. Chuck:  October 9 Annual Archdiocesan Pastoral Assembly.  Two representativess from the parish can 

attend.  Topic is the start of the Archdiocesan Strategic Planning process.  In a few years the number of priests will dip below the 

number of parishes.   Catholic Leadership Institute is invited to be a part of this.  Clergy will do a survey.  In October priests will 

be called to the Assembly.  Implementation will impact parishes and by 2026 many parishes will have new pastors.  ACA has far 

exceeded our goal.   
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FAITH COMMUNITY NURSE 
Michele Venable        894-1373 
parishnurse@marymother.org 

DIRECTOR OF 
FAITH FORMATION 

Cheryl Degenhart 894-1373 
cdegenhart@marymother.org  

BE  A  THANKSGIVER 

During the month of October, our PSR program           
participated in the Box of Joy ministry, a Christmas gift 
outreach facilitated by Cross Catholic Outreach.  The 
children brought in small gifts to pack in boxes.  By   
packing Boxes of Joy with toys and other gifts, our PSR 
program had the opportunity to bless children suffering 
from extreme poverty by sharing the joy of Christmas and 
planting seeds of hope. The gift boxes were taken to a 
drop off site and are now on their way to children in a 
poor developing country such as Nicaragua. 
 
Also, in October, our PSR program focused on learning 
about Mary, the Mother of God and the Rosary.  During 
the PSR sessions on October 18 and 20, we celebrated the 
Month of the Rosary with an ice cream social and praying 
the Rosary with our PSR families. 
 
On Sunday, November 21, our eighth grade                
Coamfirmation candidates will receive a blessing at the 
11:00 am Mass as they begin their journey toward       
receiving the  Sacrament of Confirmation in May. 
 

Peace and Joy!   

SOCIAL COMMISSION 
Lois  Scully       

social@marymother.org 

 
PARISH MISSION November 7-11 with Father Pete. 
Anyone who attended the last mission guided by Father 
Pete will definitely be back. For those who didn't have 
that privilege, you will decidedly want to participate. 
 
Each evening after the Mission message, anyone who is 
available may join us for a community get-together in 
the lower level church hall.  We'll share good company 
and a few tasty treats. 
 
SENSATIONAL SENIORS' TRIP on Thursday No-
vember 11th. (Veterans Day.)   A interesting tour of the 
Jefferson Barracks Ordnance Museum with a sociable 
group of friends and neighbors.    
 
ADVENT GLOW on the evening of Friday, December 
3. Celebrating Advent in a wonderful spirit of waiting. 
Whether it's a star in the sky to follow or candles light-
ing  a warm welcome in our windows,  we follow the 
road to Bethlehem and each of us cultivates our own 
light, until we are lit from within with a radiance that 
makes Christmas sparkle, shine, GLOW! 
  
HAPPY BIRTHDAY, JESUS, Sunday, December 
12  It's A Boy!  Born In Bethlehem!  Named                  
Jesus!  Love Was Born In A Stable!                            
HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

Thanks for a tremendous response from October's Update. 
A number of parishioners contacted me about equipment to 
maintain safety at home. A reminder: Many items, such as 
walkers, rollators, wheelchairs, canes, shower chairs, are 
often available. Please call me if in need of one, so that I 
may bring to you at home. 
Mass of Remembrance is on Saturday, November 6th at 
8:30 a.m. We have sent letters to parishioners / family 
members of parishioners who were buried from Mary 
Mother over the past year, inviting each to this beautiful 
Mass. 
 
May we extend that invitation to all who would like to join 
us that morning. If interested in coming to the breakfast 
right after Mass in the Parish Hall, please RSVP # attend-
ing by Thursday November 4th. 
Pictures: Thank you for sharing pictures of your loved ones 
who have died so we may honor them in memory, as a 
community. No matter how recent or long ago, we treasure 
these pictures each year! 

 
BAPTISM 
 
Chase Matthew Bennett 
 
MARRIAGES: 
 
Rob Telthorst and Linda Wisneski 
 
DEATH: 
 
Eugenia (Jean) Schutt 
 
NEW PARISHONERS: 
 
Brother Ken Lund, CM 
Harry & Joan Schmidt (welcome back) 
 
FAREWELL: 
 
Glen & Rita Woodruff 
Gary & Mary Jo Bejoda 
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CHRISTIAN FORMATION 
Kim Blackford    

formation@marymother.org 

October was a great month with the start of our Just Faith 
series, Respect Life Convention, and Homecoming.  

Thanks to everyone who planned and participated in those 
events!  October ended with parishes across the Archdio-

cese celebrating Catholic Racial Justice Sunday. The last 
weekend of October is designated for this as an intro to 

Catholic Black History month, which is November.  The 
Catholic Church, like most every other institution in the 
United States, does not have a proud history of welcoming 

and acknowledging the contributions of our Black sisters 
and brothers.  November is a chance to begin to raise 

awareness of how our Church has been blessed by them 
and engage in the long process of healing.  Maybe as part 

of your own Christian Formation, you will choose to get 
involved in some activities being  planned with our sister 

parish, St. Alphonsus, The Rock,  Church. Or maybe you 
will take a few minutes to google ñ Black Catholic Saintsò 
or look for materials on the topic on Formed.   

MISSIONARY DISCIPLESHIP 
COMMISSION 

Jeanne Rothermel     
discipleship@marymother.org 

I am happy to report that Christian Service Commission 
is receiving more and more reports of in person service     
missions opening up.  Indoor mission opportunities such 
as prison fellowship and food pantry service are  
available with spacing and mask restrictions. There are 
numerous environmental stewardship missions open 
through the Missouri Department of Conservation as 
well as the Missouri Botanical Garden.  Specifically, 
missions are available for stream cleanup, removal of 
invasive species from parks and nature reserves, clean 
up and maintenance at Tower Grove Park, and historic 
Bellefontaine  Cemetery.   
  
These local treasures cannot be maintained without the 
help of volunteers!    Are you interested in being  
involved with environmental stewardship?  Christian 
Service needs someone to organize and lead these mis-
sions.  If youôd like to help with any of these missions 
or if you are interested in taking the lead for  
environmental stewardship please email, text or call 
me.  

CHRISTIAN   SERVICE 
Rob Telthorst    

service@marymother.org 

The Jonah Prayer Ministry is another of the entities that 
serves under the Missionary Discipleship Commission.  
The Jonah Prayer Ministry is a prayer ministry based at 
the parish level.  Praying over each other is an excellent 
way to affirm each otherôs faith as a community and  
allows the Holy Spirit to have a profound direct spiritual 
impact both in the parish community and in personal 
lives.  Jonah Prayer Ministers are parishioners who have 
received training through the Archdiocese.  Ministry 
members feel the call to pray for others or use their    
spiritual gifts of prayer given to them by the Holy Spirit,            
Jonah Prayer Ministers pray in small groups with       
individuals who request prayer support, maintaining  
confidence in all matters.  Jonah Ministry is currently 
scheduled to be available to pray with those interested 
after all Masses on the first full week-end of the month.  
Contact Linda Wisneski at lindawisneski@gmail.com 
for more information about the Jonah Prayer Ministry.  
 

mailto:lindawisneski@gmail.com
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YOUTH COMMISSION 
Hannah Nguyen    

youth@marymother.org 

 TITHING 

September 2021 - 4 Sundays                          
$966 each agency                                                           

 
1)  Arnold Food Pantry ï Offers non-1perishable      
foods and a Thrift Shop for those in need.   
 

2)  Rebuilding Together - Purchases materials to repair 
homes of the elderly, disabled, and low-income 
homeowners who cannot afford to make needed   
repairs on their own.       
 

3)  Living Well Village ï Instructs and encourages youth 
with medical conditions, such as cancer, diabetes, 
obesity, etc., in an intense camp experience with a 
health and wellness focus.  
 

4) Peter and Paul Community Services ï Feeds poor 
and homeless in the community.  Donations are used 
for food and supplies.    
 

5)  Jefferson County Pregnancy Care Center - provides 
free services to women in crisis pregnancies. Services 
include: pregnancy tests, ultrasounds, parenting   
classes, diapers, formula, clothing, and individual 
peer counseling. 
 

6)  Marian Middle School - All-girls private middle 
school in the St. Louis community serving urban  
adolescent youth in a faith-based environment.  

 
7)  Holy Family Hospital Bethlehem ï Provides care to 
Bethlehemôs poorest families, offering access to care, 
hope and support for families, especially related to      
maternity and infant care.  

Here are the highlights from our meeting September 19, 
2021. 
 
MAJOR PROJECTS: 
 
The compressor for the PSR room was damaged in an 
electrical storm.  The cost to fix it was a difference of $25 
versus replacing it with a new unit that has a warranty.  
So, even though the Archdiocese has a moratorium on 
spending, we were able to proceed with the purchase be-
cause it was a necessity.  Thanks to Claude Leezy for 
suggesting the claim get turned into the insurance compa-
ny.  This lowered the cost to just the deductible of $2500 
versus full price of $6118. 
 
FINANCIALS: 
 
Our cash position is healthy.  We are seeing a lower re-
turn on interest to the Checking account (0.1%) and the 
MMA (0.15%).   Fortunately we do have CDôs that are 
locked in at 0.75%, 1.75%, 1.85%, and 2.0%. 
 
OFFERTORY TRENDS: 
 
Faith Direct has had a drop in contributions.   This maybe 
contributed to monthly donations versus weekly dona-
tions.  We lose one week of contributions with the month-
ly donations. 
Should you have any concerns, please feel free to reach 
out to me. 
 

ADMINISTRATION  AND 
FINANCE  COMMISSION 

Mary Gudineas    
adfin@marymother.org 

Mary Mother of the Churchôs Youth Group was beyond 
excited to host a face painting booth for the parish home-
coming on October 16th. It was a success; many kids, and 
some adults, enjoyed a festive art piece on their face. The 
following weekend, we participated in the annual Trunk or 
Treat. For November, we are planning a spiritual movie 
night as well as another movie night for a rec activity. Dur-
ing the October commission meeting, Clare Ernst, a few 
other Youth Group members and I discussed our weekly 
night plans and activities. as well as looking forward to 
Christmas Angel, a well loved and cherished tradition for 
our Mary Mother Youth Group.  
 

COMING  EVENTS 
 
November 1:   All Saints Day 
 
November 6:  Mass of Remembrance 
 (Check the article by the Faith Community 

Nurse for information.) 
November  6/7:  Change your clocks.   Move back-

ward 1 hour sy 2zô00 s/m. 
November 7 -11:  PARISH MISSION 
 
November 25:  THANKSGIVING MASS.  Tradi-

tional food collection for SVDP (See article 
by St. Vincent DePaul in last paragraph). 

 
November 28:   Beginning of ADVENT 
December 2 and 4:  Beginning of CHRISTMAS 

ñROCKò Church food collection 
 More information coming.   
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The 
Conversation: A Catholic Perspective on End-of Life 
Issues 
Understand Church teaching on end-of-life issues so you can 
clearly communicate to your family about these difficult 
decisions. This free seminar is for everyone: singles, parents 
of young families, those caring for aging parents, and those 
facing illness or death. There will be no solicitation at The 
Conversation and lunch will be provided. Register at https://
rcfstl.org/event-info/end-of-life-planning-education-series-
fall-2021/ or call 314-918-2892 
Sat. Nov. 13, 2021 ï St. Joseph (Imperial) ï from 10:00 am 
ï 2:00 pm 
                                                OR 
Sat. Nov. 20, 2021 ï St. Gabriel the Archangel ï from 10:00 
am ï 2:00 pm 
Topics Presented are: 
Principles of Catholic Bioethics 
Ordinary & Extraordinary Means of Preserving Human 
Life 

Quality of Life & the Dignity of the Human Person 
Charitable Gift Planning 
Types of charitable planned gifts 
Ways to create a charitable gift both during and after 
lifetime 

Estate Planning & Advance Directives 
Understanding your estate planning documents 
Best practices related to planning your estate 

Catholic Funeral & Cemetery Planning 
Pastoral Care of the Sick & Dying 

SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL RESPECT LIFE COMMITTEE 
Leslie Najjar 

 

November 7 is SVDP Sunday throughout the St. Louis 
Archdiocese. Following is a note from Archbishop Rozan-
ski:  ñVincentians with the Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
have been serving our neighbors in need in the St. Louis 
Archdiocese since 1845.  Meeting minutes from a parish 
conference from 1904 showed they provided wood and 
coal to heat a St. Louis home to the tune of $3.00.  Times 
have certainly changed.  But the Society of St. Vincent de 
Paul has not. Today's Vincentians continue to heat homes, 
and also help avoid evictions, repair cars, help mothers 
experiencing unexpected pregnancies, provide over 160 
prescription drugs at no cost, feed and clothe the needy, 
provide furniture and household goods, all while striving 
to see the face of Christ in the neighbors and be the face of 
Christ to them. ñ 
 
This year we are returning to the Parish tradition of bring-
ing canned goods and non-perishables to the Thanksgiving 
Day 9:00 oôclock Mass. The goods collected will go to our 
MMOC SVDP Pantry in the North Annex. The SVDP 
Conference here at MMOC is so blessed and thankful for 
the generosity of our Parishioners. 

ADVENT 
PREPARE FOR 

THE 
DAY OF THE 
LORD 

https://rcfstl.org/event-info/end-of-life-planning-education-series-fall-2021/
https://rcfstl.org/event-info/end-of-life-planning-education-series-fall-2021/
https://rcfstl.org/event-info/end-of-life-planning-education-series-fall-2021/

