
WELCOME EVERYONE:  No matter who you are, no matter where you've been, no matter what you've done, you are invited, accepted and 
most  welcome in our parish communities.  We hope Christ will bring fullness into your life, and that we can provide you with the spiritual 
support and information you need. 

     Southeast Rochester Catholic Community 
             www.southeastrochestercatholics.org 

January 12, 2020 
 The Baptism of  the Lord  

   Saint Mary’s Saint Boniface        Blessed Sacrament  

     Southeast Rochester Catholic Community 
             www.southeastrochestercatholics.org 

December 13, 2020 
 Third Sunday of Advent 

   Saint Mary’s Saint Boniface        Blessed Sacrament  

 
                                    

Blessed Sacrament 
534 Oxford Street 

Rochester, New York 14607 

Saint Boniface 
330 Gregory Street 

Rochester, New York 14620 

The Parish Offices are now open for telephone calls and emails, but visitors 
and parishioners will not be granted entry at this time.  If you would like to 
schedule a Mass or have another need, please call 271-7240, before you set 
out for the office.  
Parish Offices are located in the former rectory at Blessed Sacrament Church. 
Office Hours are Monday through Friday 8:30am-4:30pm. 

 
Download our app!  Find 
it on iTunes or Google 
Play! 

Nursery at 
Blessed Sacrament & St. 
Mary’s are currently 
closed due to COVID-19 
restrictions. 

Low gluten 
hosts  
available by 
request at 
“Check-In” 
before Mass. 

 
 
 

southeastrochestercatholics.org  
Click on Ways You Can Give 

Button 

2nd Sunday of 
Advent 

 
“Prepare the 
way of the 

Lord.” - Mk 1:3 

Temporary Sunday Mass Schedule:   
Saturday:   4:00pm at St. Mary’s 
Sunday:     9:00am at St. Boniface  
                 11:00am at Blessed Sacrament,  
                  5:00pm at St. Boniface  

 
Due to restrictions from our Orange Zone designation, reservations 

are required to secure a space at these Sunday Masses. See the parish 
website or call the parish office before Thursday at 3:30pm (585-

271-7240) to reserve a seat. 
 

Temporary Daily Mass Schedule:   
Monday, Thursday & Friday 12:10pm at St. Mary’s;  
Tuesday & Friday, 7:30am at St. Boniface, and  
Monday & Wednesday 8:00am at Blessed Sacrament;   
NO Reservations required for these daily Masses.   
 
Those seeking to celebrate the Sacrament of Penance 
in individual confessions, please contact one of our 
parish priests to schedule a time. 

The  Mailing address for all three churches is 
as follows: 

 
259 Rutgers Street  

Rochester, New York 14607 
(585) 271-7240 

(585) 442-7517 Fax  
Church locations are listed to the right. 

Visit serccmusiccorner.weebly.com/ 
and join our discussion of Christmas hymns! 

Saint Mary’s 
15 St. Mary’s Place 

Rochester, New York 14620 

3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
A man named John was sent from God. He came for 
testimony, to testify to the light, so that all might 
believe through him. 
-Jn 1:6-7 

https://serccmusiccorner.weebly.com/


            Readings for December 20, 2020 
   Fourth Sunday of Advent  
               2SM 7: 1-5, 8B-12, 14A, 16 

               ROM 16: 25-27 
                LK 1: 26-38 
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Devotions, Liturgies and Mass Intentions Weekly Calendar/Parish Events 

ALL of our Masses are now open to the public.  

But attendance is limited by COVID restrictions.  

Saturday, December 12 

4:00 p.m. (SM) Alberta Longo by Family  

    John Vitone, Anniversary by Elaine Vitone 
  

Sunday, December 13, Third Sunday of Advent 

 9:00 a.m. (SB) Anna Rokos by Family 

    Connie Scheg by Ruth Jackson 

11:00 a.m. (BS) Anna Mary Knittel by Patty Cost 

    Robert Keenan by Bob Keenan 

5:00 p.m. (SB)   Arthur Mance, Anniversary by Amanda Rayburn 
 

Monday, December 14, Saint John of the Cross, Priest and 
Doctor of the Church 

 8:00 a.m. (BS)  John J. Carney, Jr. by Frances Carney 
 

12:10p.m. (SM)   For the intentions of Bentley Vega by Sharon  
    Swartz 

Tuesday, December 15, Advent Weekday 

 7:30 a.m.  (SB) Maureen L. Miller by Family 
 

Wednesday, December 16, Advent Weekday 

 8:00 a.m. (BS) Marie Murphy by John and Judy Lynd 
 

Thursday, December 17, Advent Weekday  

 12:10 p.m. (SM)  For the Poor of Rochester by the Cleary Family 

     Christine Caiola by Sandy Behnke  
 

Friday, December 18, Advent Weekday 

 7:30 a.m. (SB) People of the SE Rochester Catholic   
    Community 

12:10 p.m. (SM) Molly Sheehan by Tom Sheehan 

Saturday, December 19 

 4:00 p.m. (SM) Jeanne and Tom Wright by Carol Wilson 

    Patricia and Garrett Cleary by the Cleary Family 

Sunday, December 20, Fourth Sunday of Advent 

  9:00 a.m. (SB) Conrad Scheg by JoAnne Englert 
    Bob Miller, Birth Anniversary by Betty Miller 
 
11:00 a.m. (BS) Virginia Schepis by Children 

    Robert and Ann Napier by Charlie and Suzanne 
    Adrion 

    Linda Vrla by Gerry Yawman 

 5:00 p.m.  (SB)     People of the SE Rochester Catholic   
    Community 

Please Pray for those in need of healing:  Michelle Wade, Layla 
Tremble, Tina Wagner, Louise Fletcher, Carla Logan, David Ballerstein, 
Mary Kniep Hardy, Michael Boothby, Joan Hacker, Bridget Toth, Larry 
Grasta, Larry Schlosser, Patricia Hynes, Muriel Dech, Marilyn Dietz, Silvia 
Centanni, Landon August Coia, Frances Carney, David Boothby, Barbara 
Fransen, Sheila Keeler, Brian Dzuba, Carol Childs, Carm Donovan, Carla 
Spooner, Kathy Haight, Diane Kannel, Gwen Walsh, Diane Vadney, Jeanne 
Tyler, Pat Nicolosi, Jim Melito, Ruth Smith, Rick Gorman, Maya Johnsen, 
Jerry Lynch, Sam Lanzafame, Kitty Jensen, Mary Ann DiPolito, Larry 
Eschrich, John McCrank, Lucy Coonan, Matthew Grasta, Barbara Tredeau, 
Terrance O’Donnell, Louise Adler, Paul Rice, Ann Maloney, Denise 
Alexander, Bob Wilson, Roy Hinckley, Rose Koonmen , Mary Beth Ferguson, 
Loretta Rose Doyle, Amanda Milne, Maya Johnsen and Jeanne Milne. 

Please help us keep our list accurate by calling as soon as 
possible when you or a loved one would like to be removed 
from the list.   
Please Note:  Due to HIPAA regulations, hospitals are not 
allowed to give out the names of patients when they call to 
report that our parishioner is in the hospital.  If you or a loved 
one is in the hospital, please contact the church office directly 
to let us know.   

Sunday, December 13 
  9:45 a.m. Faith Formation Classes (Zoom) 
  7:00 p.m. Youth Event: Virtual Escape Room    (Zoom) 
   
Monday, December 14 
1:30 p.m.  Virtual Advent Retreat       (Zoom) 
5:30 p.m.  Book Discussion: The Wisdom of Jesus  (Zoom) 
7:30 p.m.  Young Adult Bible Study   (Zoom) 
 
Wednesday, December 16 
10:00 a.m. Bible Study (Zoom) 
7:00 p.m.  Virtual Advent Retreat  (Zoom) 
 
Thursday, December 17 
3:00 p.m.  Rosary for Healing   (Zoom) 
 
Friday, December 18 
 
Saturday, December 19 
1:30 p.m.        Confession offered until 3:00  (SM) 
 
Sunday, December 20 
9:45 a.m.  Faith Formation Classes (Zoom) 
2:00 p.m.       Confession offered until 3:30   (SB) 
7:00 p.m.  Cookie Baking Virtual Event (Zoom) 

MASS INTENTIONS 
We have begun accepting Mass intentions on for Masses at our 
three worship sites: Blessed Sacrament, Saint Boniface and Saint 
Mary’s. We will be scheduling Masses only until March 31, 
2021 because of the uncertainty of our Mass schedules due to 
COVID 19.  
 
The requested donation is still $10. Please do not come in person, 
but phone the parish office at 585-271-7240 to schedule intentions . 
 
Please note that, while we will make every effort to schedule Masses 
on the date or place you request, this is not always possible, given 
the number of priests and the Mass schedule. We are able by 
Church law to schedule two announced intentions for the same 
Mass.  Also, kindly note that the pastor is required to celebrate a 
Mass once a week, preferably on Sunday, “For the Parishioners.” 
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RENEWING AND REFRESHING ADULT FAITH 

Pope Francis's new encyclical, Fratelli tutti (Brothers All), Ch. 6 

In the sixth chapter of Pope Francis’ latest encyclical, he presents 
the challenge to all people to deepen the bonds that we share in our 
common humanity. One of the significant ways in which we can do 
this he teaches is through dialogue – the free exchange of ideas and 
beliefs that we all have. Genuine dialogue, he says, is “persistent 
and courageous” and does not make headlines “but quietly helps 
the world to live much better that we imagine.” We have just been 
through a particularly contentious political time in our land, and we 
all need to commit ourselves to the process of healing and unity. 
This can only come from a sincere willingness to assume the best 
of each other, not the worst as is so often the pattern. The Pope 
calls us to respect the other person’s point of view, admitting that it 
may include legitimate convictions and concerns that we do not 
share. This is true dialogue. 

We all have the temptation to cling steadfastly to what we think we 
know. This determination (the underside of which is stubbornness) 
can keep us from seeing another’s point of view or from embracing 
a fuller understanding of the truth. It is only in sincere dialogue and 
openness that we can bring about a deeper unity and consensus in 
our fractured world. Francis invites us to be part of the process and 
challenges us to not be part of the problem. All this in the way we 
live, love, and care for each other.                 

—Fr. Ed Palumbos 

During the current eight weeks, our articles in this column will 
focus on each of Fratelli Tutti's eight chapters. To read the encyclical 
yourself, go to http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/
encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-
fratelli-tutti.html 

 A Retreat Led by Dennis Mahaney 

It is no coincidence that the meaning of Christmas is revealed from a 
prophetic perspective each Advent.  We are confronted by three 
figures of light, hope and promise – Isaiah, John the Baptist and 
Mary.  Each of these prophets shares something essential about the 
meaning of Christmas and the coming of Christ in our own 
lives.  This parish retreat is for those who desire a deeper 
understanding of Christmas, and a dose of hope for the New Year. 

A  Light  

The prophet Isaiah pinpointed the sources of darkness in his own 
time.  He renewed the faith of a people in a captivity that continues 
today.  In the light of Christ we can rediscover ways to walk by faith, 
if not by sight. 

A Hope   

John the Baptist, was a prophet who was compelled by an 
expectation of something more.  That same hope is found in those 
who make straight the way of the Lord in the world today.  Prophets 
among us continue to confront what is upside down in our land, 
starting with our own hearts.  Come prepared to have your own 
assumptions of God’s will challenged. 

A Promise 

In the words of the Magnificat, the prophet Mary expressed her 
willingness to wait upon the Lord.  How can such a young woman 
display such power?  She continues to inspire all who bear Christ to 
the world. 

The retreat sessions will be held via Zoom: 

Daytimes at 1:30pm on Mondays, Nov. 30th and Dec. 7th and 14th    

Evenings at 7:00pm on Wednesdays, Dec. 2nd, 9th and 16th 

Contact Dennis Mahaney at dennis.mahaney@dor.org or go to our 
webpage or newsletter to obtain the link. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WHEN WAS THE LAST TIME YOU CHECKED OUR 
MUSIC CORNER BLOG? 

Chelsea, Margaret-Mary, and the many other talented musicians in 
our parishes have put together many new ideas to entertain and to 
help prepare us for Christmas at serccmusiccorner.weebly.com. 
Under the MORE tab, you can find First Friday Concerts, 
including the link to the Lessons and Carols presentation from 
December 4th. 
If you click on the NEWS tab, and scroll down, you can even find a 
preview of their Christmas video! New family videos have been 
coming in this week. Watch for them — they are sure to entertain! 

CHRISTMAS EVE WATCH KIT PICK-UPS THIS WEEK 
 

Watch kits to go along with the Christmas Eve Mass will be 
available for pick-up on Saturday, December 19 from 2:00-4:00 
at St. Mary’s and again on Sunday, December 20 from 10:00-
11:00 at Blessed Sacrament. 

mailto:dennis.mahaney@dor.org
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A Word From Father John... 

  The theme of the second week of our Advent Retreat focused on hope and John the Baptist.  While much can be 
said about John the Baptist, as the one sent to prepare the way of the Lord and who calls us to repentance for the 
forgiveness of our sins, I would like to focus on hope.  For as we confront both pandemic fatigue and the surging number of 
COVID cases and hospitals filling up, dire warnings of dark and difficult times ahead may lead us to give into 
discouragement, disillusionment and despair.  We counter those with hope. 
  We use the term “hope” all the time.   But what do we mean by hope?  In the context of Advent and the Church’s 
use of the term, hope is the active expectation of future blessings based on faith and expressing itself through love.  As such, 
hope uses the eyes of faith to look beyond our present circumstances to a future that is shaped by love.  It is more than mere 
optimism or wishful thinking, because it is shaped by our faith in God and rooted in the love of God.  Moreover, hope is the 
theological virtue by which we desire the kingdom of heaven and eternal life as our happiness, placing our trust in Christ's 
promises and relying not on our own strength, but on the help that we receive through the grace of the Holy Spirit.  God has 
given us this virtue of hope, along with faith and love.  And hope fills us with confidence that God accompanies us on our 
journey through life and guides us to eternal life with God.  Thus, as we endure the trials and tribulations that are amplified 
by the effects of the pandemic, we can see the benefit of focusing on, cultivating and activating hope as a means to sustain 
us and help us move forward.  

At the same time, we would to well to consider the many other things that hope does for us:  Hope responds to the 
aspiration to happiness which God has placed in the heart of every human being.  It takes up the hopes that inspire our 
activities and purifies them, so as to order them to God’s will for us.  Hope keeps us from discouragement.  Hope sustains 
us during times of abandonment.  And hope opens up our hearts in expectation of the supreme happiness and blessedness 
of heaven.   

In our present context, I sense that we all would do well to pray for and stoke that hope that keeps discouragement 
at bay.  And as we endure our need to maintain social distancing to curb the surge in the pandemic, many of us may be 
drawing on hope to overcome feelings of loneliness and abandonment.  At the same time, while hope has a role in defending 
us from these negative feelings, hope also has a role to play in moving us to take positive action.  For buoyed by hope, we 
are preserved from selfishness and led to the happiness that flows from charity.  In that regard, I have been heartened to see 
so many in our parish and the broader community give of themselves to help others in need.  Efforts like Roc the Day have 
seen a substantial increase in the number of donors and in the money raised.  Closer to home, our Supper Program and 
Giving Tree and Angel Tree projects have been the beneficiaries of numerous generous donations and acts of kindness and 
love.  To me that makes sense.  While we may not be able now to change the negative consequences of the pandemic on our 
lives, we can do many things to make life better for those whom we can help. 

We can take a similar approach during this Advent to the negative effects of the pandemic on our usual ways of 
preparing to celebrate Christmas.   Instead of focusing on all that has been taken from us, which may tend to only fuel our 
discouragement, disillusionment and despair, why not focus on the role that hope plays in this season of Advent to help us 
prepare to truly celebrate the coming of Christ at Christmas with great joy, love and peace.  
  Above all, this Advent we need to turn to God and to one another in hope.  For hope assures us that, with God’s 
grace, we will see our way through what now seems such a dark and daunting challenge.  Because as believers, hope is not a 
matter of optimism, but a source for strength and action in demanding times.  This hope, together with our response to 
John the Baptist’s call to repentance, must be rooted in God’s promise and nourished by prayer, penance, and acts of love 
and solidarity.  Far from encouraging mere passive waiting for the coming of Christ, authentic hope obliges Christians to be 
responsible for the world and to work for more truth and kindness, justice and peace here and now. 
  On a separate matter, I have some sad news to share with you.  Over the course of the last week, Dennis Mahaney 
and Gina Morgese have informed me that they are resigning from their positions on our parish staff for personal reasons.  
They both are very talented and capable as is evidenced by all that they have shared with us during their short time 
ministering in our parish.  Gina’s last day is December 21st, and Dennis’ is December 24th.  We will miss both of them 
personally and all that they brought to our parish.  I am sure that you will join me in praying for them and wishing them well 
in their future endeavors. 
  The timing of their departures is unfortunate and unexpected.  Yet, I am confident that our remaining staff will once 
again rally together with your help and support to sustain our parish and its ministries during the time of transition.  We will 
need to step back and evaluate many factors before moving to hire any replacements.               
  I am confident that hope will serve us and our parish well as we move through these dark and difficult times into a 
brighter future filled with faith, hope and love. 
            Peace and blessings for continued hope and expectant joy in this Advent season! 
                        Yours, 
                                    Fr. John 
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MINISTERIAL STAFF 

Fr. John Loncle, Pastor, Fr.John.Loncle@dor.org 

Fr. Mike Mayer, Parochial Vicar, Fr.Mike.Mayer@dor.org 

Fr. David Tedesche, In Residence, Fr.David,Tedesche@dor.org 

Fr. Ed Palumbos, Senior Priest, Fr.Ed.Palumbos@dor.org 
Deacon Ed Knauf, Parish Deacon, Edward.Knauf@dor.org  

Sr. Kathleen Wayne, RSM, Director of Faith Formation,  

Kathleen.Wayne@dor.org 

Mary Jo Lightholder, Director, Supper Program  

Maryjo.Lightholder@dor.org  

Dennis Mahaney, Pastoral Associate for Social Ministry and Evangelization;  

Dennis.Mahaney@dor.org 

Gina Morgese, Pastoral Associate for Youth and Young Adults 

Gina.Morgese@dor.org 

Youth Ministry, SERCC.youth@dor.org 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF 

Molly Hedges, Director of Finance, Molly.Hedges@dor.org 

Diane Pawlik, Administrative Assistant, Diane.Pawlik@dor.org 

Emily Sinicropi, Bookkeeper/Admin, Emily.Sinicropi@dor.org 

Katie Amann, Communications Coordinator, Katie.Amann@dor.org 

 

PARISH MUSICIANS 

Chelsea Barton, Director of Liturgical Music, Chelsea.Barton@dor.org 

Margaret-Mary Owens, Associate Director of Liturgical Music,  

Margaret.Mary.Owens@dor.org 

 

MAINTENANCE STAFF 

Dave Bergeron, St. Boniface 

Nick Caines, Blessed Sacrament 

Walter Miller, St. Mary’s 

Diane Kannel, Gardener, St. Mary’s 

 
PARISH COLLECTION INFORMATION** 

 
December 6,  2020           Actual         Budget        Variance 
Blessed Sacrament              $10,371    $  6,700        $    3,671 
St. Boniface         $  4,131      $  3,000        $    1,131 
St. Maryôs                $  6,794        $  5,050         $    1,744 
 
 
Year-to-Date Totals  
Blessed Sacrament             $ 131,627    $154,100      $ (22,474)      
St. Boniface                      $   66,354    $  69,000      $ (  2,646)  
St. Maryôs          $ 106,908     $116,150  $ (  9,242)      
 

Thank you for your faithful and generous support!   
We depend on your thoughtfulness and commitment.   

God bless you.  

The following options for televised Masses are available:   
 

Sunday 5:30am on News10 NBC (WHEC) 
Sunday 8:00am on MeTV (Over-the-Air 10.2 &  
Cable channel 1245) 
Mass may be streamed anytime on WHEC.com 
Mass can also be seen daily on EWTN at 8:00am 

NEEDED:  HELP FOR STUDENTS IN ROCHESTER 
 

Here are two ways in which parishioners (and friends) can help 
students in the Rochester City School District: 
1) Tutoring. Tutors are needed for math, social studies, science 

and reading. You don’t need to leave your home for this; 
tutoring is currently done through ZOOM. 

 

2)  Drop-in Staffing. This would take place in a parish building 
 and provide a safe, quiet place for students to study. Positions 
 would include greeters, registration, sanitizers, and monitors. 
 This would not involve tutoring, just providing hospitality to 
 students who may not have the environment for study at 
 home. If you are interested in participating in either of these 
 much-needed efforts, please contact Fr. Mike 
( f r . m i k e . m a y e r @ d o r . o r g )  o r  D e n n i s  M a h a n e y 
(dennis.mahaney@dor.org). 

UPDATES ON OUR GIVING TREES AND ANGEL TREE 
 

Special thanks to all of our parishioners who contributed so 
generously to help our neighbors in need. In the midst of this 
pandemic, it was heart-warming to see so many from our parish 
donating to help these worthy causes. 
 
We have just a few tags left on the Giving Tree, but there is always 
need for spare food, clothing or gas gift cards, either in the 
particular families who have appealed to us for assistance, as well as 
the organizations who constantly rely on our generosity. If you 
have any to spare, please contact the parish office.  

AT HOME WITH THE WORD BOOKS  
We have a limited number of books with the weekly Sunday 
readings and reflections. These At Home with the Word books are 
available for $7.00 each.  If you would like to purchase one for your 
preparation and prayer, contact Sister Kathleen at 585-507-9961 or 
kathleen.wayne@dor.org.  

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE AND RECONCILIATION  
 

One way to prepare our hearts for Christmas during Advent is to 
celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation. The Catholic Church 
believes the Sacrament of Reconciliation, is a graced opportunity for 
us to celebrate God’s forgiveness. The Sacrament calls us to a true 
sorrow for the sins we have committed, along with an intention to 
repair our lives and our relationships with God and our community. 
All Catholics are invited to celebrate this Sacrament, regardless of 
how long it has been since their last confession.  
 

There will be opportunities to celebrate the Sacrament of Penance 
and Reconciliation the following days next week: 
 

Saturday, December 19 at St. Mary’s Church: 1:30-3:00 PM 
Sunday, December 20 at St. Boniface Church: 2:00-3:30 PM 
Monday, December 21 at Blessed Sacrament: 7:00-8:30 PM 
 

Please see our website (southeastrochestercatholics.org) for more 
information including a guide explaining, “How to go to Confes-
sion” and links to examinations of conscience. These guides will be 
helpful in your sacramental celebration. 

RCIA (RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS) 
IN THIS TIME OF COVID  

We are blessed during this time with four people who are interested 
in learning more about the Roman Catholic Church in anticipation 
of celebrating the Easter Sacraments. Our group is meeting 
virtually.  Over the next weeks you will be "seeing" us during the 
4:00 PM (livestreamed Mass) dismiss our Catechumens (those 
preparing for full initiation by celebrating Baptism, Confirmation 
and Communion):  Stephanie Peppe, John Mansoor and Todd 
Klugh.  They will be viewing the Mass remotely and then spend 
time (in a Zoom room) reflecting on the readings with a guide.  In 
addition, our Candidate (already baptized in a Christian tradition) 
Steve Lavoie, is preparing to make a profession of faith and be 
Confirmed and receive Communion.  The entire group meets on 
Tuesday evening  (in a Zoom room) with our RCIA team exploring 
different topics and teachings of the Catholic Church.  
If you, or someone you know is interested in learning more about 
the Roman Catholic Church and celebrating the Sacraments of 
Initiation, contact Sister Kathleen at kathleen.wayne@dor.org or 507
-9961.  

mailto:fr.mike.mayer@dor.org
mailto:dennis.mahaney@dor.org
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