Thirty-Second Sunday Ordinary Time– Cycle C
November 10, 2019
Christ the Good Shepherd, ORCC
Reflection by Father Charles Blanchard
First Reading: 2 MC 7:1-2, 9-14
Psalm: 17:1, 5-6, 8, 15
Second Reading: 2 Thes 2:16-3:5
Gospel: Luke 20:27-38
Welcome to Christ the Good Shepherd! To our enduring
parishioners and new found-friends, you are welcome to hear
God’s word and be nourished at this Table where there is no
partiality. Welcome to “The Small Church with a Big Heart”!
The Prophet Isaiah tells us in the first reading today: “No ear
has ever heard, no eye ever seen, any God but you doing such
deeds for those who wait for him. Would that you might meet us
doing right, that we were mindful of you in our ways!”
This is the theme of Advent and we can deepen our
awareness of God’s love for us by living this awareness of God
throughout Advent this year. “Watch.” We want God to find us
always doing what is right, always mindful of Him in our ways.
We can only do that if we take time to be with Him each day.
The Prophet Isaiah reminds us in the first reading that there
is no God like our God. Sometimes we think that there are no
competing gods today. Instead, we can open our eyes and see
so many realities competing to be god, so many people who play
at being god, and so many values that seem godlike to the
present age.

It is important that we realize that only faithfulness to the
One, True God will bring us peace and a wonderful human life.
Faith never promises to make us wealthy or powerful—it actually
promises the opposite. What faith does promise is that our life
will be filled with joy in knowing the Lord and living His divine life.
The second reading on this First Sunday of Advent is from
the First Letter to the Corinthians. In this letter we can focus on
these words: “God is faithful, and by him you were called to
fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.” God is faithful.
We are not faithful, but God remains faithful. God calls us to
fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ. We are called to share the
life of Jesus Christ. Again we can reflect that living the life of
Jesus Christ means to embrace poverty, to accept suffering, to
serve all others and especially those who reject us. Sharing in
this life brings incredible joy, even when it does not bring
immediate happiness—which is what our world wants us to seek.
The Gospel from Saint Mark reminds us once again: keep
alert and keep watching for the Lord! It is so easy today to accept
the values of the world. At times those values seem even more
compassionate than Gospel values. We have to recognize that
doing right is not the same as feeling good about ourselves or
about others. One of the great gods of our time is the demand
that we always feel good, that we seek momentary happiness,
above the values of the Gospel and the Scriptures.
May this Advent deepen our faith and help us understand
and live what the Scriptures reveal to us. May we find ourselves
drawn deeper into the heart of the Church founded by Jesus
Christ. It is not easy to stand against the false gods of our time,
but we have receive the invitation to walk with the Lord Jesus.
Let us walk into His light.
Gracias de Dios para todos!

