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CONSTITUTION & BY-LAWS

Prologue
There are different gifts but the same Spirit; there are different ministries but the same
Lord; there are different works but the same God who accomplishes all of them in everyone.
-from Saint Paul's first letter to the Corinthians (12: 4-6)

By divine institution Holy Church is ordered and governed with a wonderful diversity ...
In the Church not everyone marches along the same path, yet all are called to holiness and
have received an equal privilege of faith through the justice of God ... The distinction
which the Lord has made between sacred ministers and the rest of the People of God bears
within it a certain union, since pastors and the other faithful are bound to each other by a
mutual need ... And so amid diversity all bear witness to the wonderful unity in the body of
Christ. This very diversity of graces, ministries and works gathers the children of God into
one, because "all these things are the work of one and the same Spirit" (I Corinthian 12:
1.
-from the Second Vatican Council's
Dogmatic Constitution on the Church, Lumen Gentium (32)

Article I. Name

This body shall be known as the Pastoral Council of The Catholic Community of St. Peter,
St. Mary & St. Hedwig, Lowville, New York, of the Roman Catholic Diocese of
Ogdensburg-hereafter referred to as the Pastoral Council.

rticle II. Nature, Function and Sc

The Pastoral Council provides a regular occasion for the pastor and the people of the parish
in his care - by means of a representative body - to reflect together on the work of the parish
and to discern what is needed to further the mission of Jesus Christ and his Church as it is
made manifest in our community. The Council assists the pastor in his ministry of
leadership by helping to identify needs, establish policies, formulate goals and






