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the King
Parish
PASTOR
Rev. Msgr. Thomas J. Sullivan
IN RESIDENCE
Rev. Richard F. Reidy, Vicar General
DEACON
Joseph M. Baniukiewicz
DIRECTOR OF LITURIGICAL MUSIC
Dr. Jonathan Bezdegian

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil 4:00 PM
Sunday 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM, 11:00 AM
Weekdays 7:00 AM
Saturday 8:00 AM
Holy Day Mass Times 7:00 PM (vigil)
7:00 AM, 9:00 AM, 6:00 PM (on the day)

DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Judith L. Brennan
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Mindy A. Dulude
SAFE ENVIRONMENT COORDINATOR
Deacon Joseph M. Baniukiewicz

PHONES
Parish Office
Parish Fax
For an emergency

508-754-5361
508-753-0448
508-450-2556

Msgr. Sullivan: tsullivan5@mac.com
Parish Office: mindyd1052@gmail.com
Judith Brennan, DRE: ctkedu1052@gmail.com
Parish website: www.ctkworc.org

HOURS FOR ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Monday—Friday 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Saturday 2:45 PM to 3:45 PM or please call Msgr. Sullivan
HOLY MATRIMONY
Couples planning a Christian marriage should contact
Msgr. Sullivan following their engagement.
HOLY BAPTISM
Baptisms take place at Sunday Mass once a month.
Please see information inside this bulletin.
PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK
Please call Msgr. Sullivan for the Sacrament of the
Anointing of the Sick or Holy Communion.
WORSHIPING WITH US?
We hope you introduce yourself and register in our parish.
Please call the rectory to do so.

1052 Pleasant Street

Worcester, MA 01602

Christ the King, Worcester, MA
Recent Offertory Donations

In the week ahead these Mass Intentions
will be honored by our priests, in private
Masses, as they can:
Saturday—March 28th
Oriette Alix (mem.) req. of Joseph and Carol
Carlomagno
Sunday—March 29th
Parishioners of Christ the King,
Frances Hawkins (mem.) req. of The Burke
Family, and
Deceased Members of the Cousineau and
Curran Families
Wednesday—April 1st
Richard Oliver (birthday mem.) req. of family,
Thomas C. Walles (2nd anniv.) req. of family
Thursday—April 2nd
Dennis Ferrante (mem.) req. of Mark and
Monique Czyzewski,
Saturday—April 4th
Maryann Sauger, Thomas Gibbons, and
deceased members of the Fitzgerald and
Gibbons Families
Sunday—April 5th
Joan M. Sheehan (33rd anniv.) req. of grandson
P.J.,
Parishioners of Christ the King, and
Catherine Ferrie (9th anniv.) req. of family

As we are very grateful for the time you share with Christ the
King, and the abundance of your talents, so we are for your offertory gifts. In light of the suspension of all Masses, and as you
would expect, our donations for last weekend were minimal.
The contribution were as follows:
Offertory: $1,870.00; Mass Stipends: $30.00;
Fuel: $80.00; Catholic Relief: $15.00;
Easter Flowers: $40.00; Donation: $100.00.
Total: $2,135.00

BAPTISM PREP SESSIONS
& CELEBRATIONS
During this unique time in the midst of the COVID-19 crisis
please just call Monsignor Sullivan to inquire about baptisms and
discuss your hopes and arrangements - at 508-754-5361 - or
email him at: tsullivan5@mac.com.

Free Online ‘Magnificat’
During this difficult time, many of the faithful may be unable to
attend Mass. To help them sanctify their day and to keep walking in the liturgical rhythm of the Church, the publishers of
MAGNIFICAT are honored to make their online version
of MAGNIFICAT temporarily available to everyone and free of
charge at https://us.magnificat.net/free.
Free temporary access is also available in Spanish at
www.magnificat.com/gratis.

REST IN PEACE

It is their hope and ours that everyone will take this opportunity
to pray with MAGNIFICAT in union with the Church each Sunday and weekday. Please pray with us for a speedy and safe end
to this time of difficulty in our world.

Please pray for the repose of the souls of John F. Collins, Lucille M. Jarvis, the mother of Todd Jarvis, Elaine A. Pierce,
George J. ‘Bucky’ Sheehan, a relative of Catherine Doyle, and
Bruce R. Dubay, the father of Stephen Dubay.

Availability & Distribution of Palms
Next Weekend

Pope Francis Addresses the Pandemic

We know at this point that there will be no Palm Sunday /
Passion Sunday Masses for the general public because
Palm Sunday falls within the period that public Masses
may not be offered, per the mandate of Governor Baker
and the guidance of Bishop McManus.

In Pope Francis’ virtual papal audience last Sunday he said,
“in the present situation, in which we find ourselves living
more or less isolated, we are invited to rediscover and deepen
the value of the communion that unites all the members of the
church. United to Christ we are never alone, we form one
body, of which he is the head. It is a union that is nourished
with prayer, and also with spiritual communion in the Eucharist, a practice that is much recommended when it is not possible to receive the sacrament…I renew my closeness to all who
are sick and to those who care for them.” He thanked all for
their cooperation and prayed, “May God bless you and Our
Lady protect you.”

However, blessed palms will be available for you to take
from the church. The various companies that distribute
palms told our local suppliers that the crisis came too late
to cancel orders. So most, if not all, churches will have
them for distribution.
Msgr. Sullivan will bless these palms in advance and they
will be left in the foyer of the church for individuals to
come and take for themselves. Please do not leave any
palms from previous years in the church.

Fifth Sunday of Lent
Regarding the COVID-19 Pandemic
Bishop McManus has announced the following changes:
All daily and Sunday Masses are suspended. The obligation to
take part in the Mass on Sundays and Holy days of Obligation is
thereby lifted. All Mass intentions will be honored by our priests
through private Masses. The church will be open for private
prayer between 8:00 am and 5:00 pm as long as the number of
persons present at any time does not exceed 25 persons.
Parishioners are encouraged to watch Mass on television. A live
broadcast of the Sunday Mass will be offered by Bishop
McManus at 10:00 am on Sunday mornings on Charter channel
193. It will be repeated at 6:00 pm. Weekday Masses will be
offered at 9:00 am on Charter channel 193. A schedule is being
developed for Masses in Spanish. The readings for the Mass
each day can be found on the website of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, at www.usccb.org.
Parish priests will not have access to our hospitals, nursing
homes, rehab centers and assisted living facilities. In the hospitals only existing in-house chaplains will provide pastoral care.
Two priests in each deanery (or defined area) will be trained and
assigned to all serious pastoral emergencies for at-home visits.
They will be relieved of all other pastoral duties.
All confessions are suspended. In the case of the dying only
those two trained priests (above) will be hearing confessions.
ALL religious education classes and all meetings at Christ the
King are suspended.
Priests are urged to remain in the rectory and maintain phone,
email and social media contact with parishioners.
Parishioners and visitors should not visit the rectory at this
time. The Chancery Offices of the Diocese will be closed to the
public during this period.

Funeral Masses may be celebrated with the immediate family
only (limited to 15 people). Staggered seating will be necessary
for these funerals. The doors of the church will be locked once
the family has arrived. Families will be provided the opportunity
to celebrate only the Rites of Committal at the cemetery (with a
Funeral Mass to be scheduled sometime in the future when the
crisis is over).

Lenten fast and abstinence regulations
for the Diocese of Worcester
Abstinence from meat is to be observed by all Catholics fourteen
(14) years of age and older on Good Friday and all the Fridays
of Lent. Fasting is to be observed by all Catholics who are
eighteen (18) years of age but not yet fifty-nine (59) years of age
on Good Friday. Those who are bound to fast may take only one
full meal. Two smaller meals are permitted if necessary to maintain strength according to one’s needs but eating solid foods between meals is not permitted. Catholics should not lightly excuse
themselves from these prescribed Lenten penitential practices.

Act of Spiritual Communion
…for these unique times…
Lord Jesus, I firmly believe that you are present in the Blessed
Sacrament of the Eucharist. I love you above all else and desire
you with my whole soul. I ardently wish to receive you today,
with all the love of the Blessed Virgin Mary and with all the joy
and fervor of the saints.
Since I am prevented from receiving you sacramentally I fervently ask that you come spiritually and visit my soul.

During this Lenten season, may this Eucharistic fast to which I
must submit lead me to be in communion with your sufferings
and above all with the feeling of abandonment which You experienced on the Cross when you cried “My God, my God, why
have you abandoned me.”
May this Eucharistic fast lead me to be in communion with the
feelings of your most holy Mother and of Saint Joseph when
they lost you in the Jerusalem temple and with the feelings of
your Holy Mother when she received your lifeless Body at the
foot of the Cross.
May this Eucharistic fast lead me to be in communion with the
sufferings of your Mystical Body, the Church, everywhere in the
world where persecutions or the absence of priests impede sacramental life.
May this Eucharistic fast lead me to understand that the Eucharist is a boundless gift bestowed by your Love and not a right in
view of my spiritual comfort.
May this Eucharistic fast be an act of reparation for all the times
when I received you in a heart not adequately prepared, with
indifference, without love and without expressing thanksgiving.
May this Eucharistic fast increase always more profoundly my
hunger to receive you really and substantially when circumstances once more permit – your Body, your Blood, your Soul and
your Divinity.
Until then dearest Lord, come and visit us spiritually with Your
grace so as to strengthen us in all our trials.
MARANATHA! Come Lord Jesus!

USE OUR PARISH WEBSITE
A great deal of work has gone into updating our parish website.
You can easily find it at www.ctkworc.org.

March 29, 2020
CHRIST THE KING PRAYER LINE

Watching Mass on Your Computer

If you know of someone who could use our prayerful support
please contact either Mindy at 508-754-5361 or by email at
mindyd1052@gmail.com.

You can pray with us and watch the Mass on our own diocesan website at the following link:
https://livestream.com/dioceseofworcester/dailymass.

Partners in Charity!
Please Contribute

Also, during this crisis you can access the daily Mass on
your computer. Bishop Robert Barron and his Word on
Fire network concelebrants provide the daily Mass on the
following computer link:
https://www.wordonfire.org/daily-mass/.

Diocesan Goal: $5 million
CTK Goal: $110,700
28% of CTK Families Have Donated

Literacy Volunteers Needed

For those who have not already donated we ask your kind consideration of a gift to the 2020 Annual Partners in Charity Appeal. Donor envelopes can be found in the rear of the church,
near the large glass inner windows or near the bulletin racks.
Please be generous and return the envelope in next week’s collection or through the mail or by dropping it off at the rectory.
Your gift will help the Diocese implement its essential charitable, pastoral and educational works in the year ahead.

Tens of thousands of people are the beneficiaries of our charitable giving. Just a few examples are those living at the Nazareth
Home for Boys ~ the care of fifty-two retired priests ~ poor families served by Pernet Family Health Service ~ seniors receiving
home health care through Catholic Charities ~ children seeking a
good education ~ those preparing for the priesthood or diaconate
~ the developmentally disabled at Mercy Centre. But there is
much more!
Hopefully, you will consider making a gift from your generosity
and spirit of sacrifice. It takes many gifts to reach our goal of $5
million. All checks should be made payable to “Partners in Charity” (not Christ the King). We hope you’ll be generous in making
a gift which reflects your gratitude to God for all you have.
Please make a gift of mercy. Thank you!

Would You Like to Join Our Parish?
Please contact Monsignor Sullivan at 508-754-5361. Or, you can
email him at tsullivan5@mac.com and he will respond.

FLOCKNOTES MESSAGES!
Are you Hearing from Us?
We certainly hope that you are receiving our Flocknotes
messages. It is the primary way that we are communicating
with our parishioners at this time. If you are not receiving
them please contact either Monsignor Tom Sullivan (at
tsullivan5@mac.com) or Kris Correira (at
krisedpa@live.com) to have your name and email address
added to our growing list. God bless!

Literacy Volunteers of Greater Worcester has been providing
English language skills to help people thrive since 1973. We offer free, flexible, confidential, and individualized one-to-one tutoring for adults learning to speak English as well as adults developing basic literacy skills. In recent years, the demand for our
English services has continued to grow. With over 100 students
waiting for a volunteer tutor, we are calling on you to dedicate up
to two hours a week to change someone's life. If you are over 18,
have at least a high school diploma, and speak English proficiently, you can learn to tutor someone who is learning English. We
provide a free, 18-hour training before matching you with a student, and we provide ongoing support and workshops to help you
become the best tutor you can be! For more information and to
apply, please visit www.lvgw.org or call us at 508-754-8056.

Making Parish Donations Online
Use: ctkworc.org
Even though we’re abiding by the firmest regulations of social
distancing ever asked, the parish is not asleep. Msgr. Sullivan is
speaking with our parishioners on the phone and communicating
by email. Mindy Dulude is in the office and receiving calls. Judi
Brennan has emailed lessons for our religious education families
and has been assisting families. You are constantly in our
thoughts and prayers! During this unusual period you can help
our parish maintain its financial obligations because they remain
the same (staff salaries, insurances, heat, etc.). If your family
finances are stable at this time, I’d ask that you please continue
your support of the parish offertory.
You can mail us a check or your parish offertory envelopes. Or
drop them through the mail slot at the rectory’s front door.
And we have created an option for simple online giving. Please
go to our website, ctkworc.org. Either click on the tab at the top
of the page or the button in the middle of the page called ‘CTK
Online Giving.’ There you will be able to make a donation to
the parish using your credit card or use the “check” option to
transfer funds directly from your checking account.
Many thanks for your continuing generosity.

A Prayer in Time of Pandemic
O God, whose Only Begotten Son bore the weight of human suffering for
our salvation, hear the prayers of your Church for our sick brothers and sisters and deliver us from this time of trial.
Open our ears and our hearts to the voice of your Son: Be not afraid, for I
am with you always.
Bless all doctors and nurses, researchers and public servants. Give us the
wisdom to do what is right and the faith to endure this hour, that we might
gather once again to praise your name in the heart of your Church, delivered from all distress and confident in your mercy.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen

