
 

 

12319 New Hampshire Ave., Silver Spring, MD 20904 

Schedule of Masses  
(July 18/19, 2020) 
 
Saturday 
   4:00  - Fr. Brault 
   6:00  - Fr. Ochu 
 
Sunday 
 7:30 - Fr. Rodriguez 
   9:30 - Fr. Kozubek 
 11:30  - Fr. Willis 
   Dcn. McCormack 
 
     
 
Baptism 
Parishioners are asked to call 
the Parish Office for the times 
of the monthly liturgical 
celebrations and to arrange for 
classes. 
 
Sacrament  
of Reconciliation 
Please call the Parish Office to 
arrange a confession.  
 
Marriage 
Parishioners requesting a 
marriage date must have  
been registered in the  
parish for six months.  
 
Phone Numbers 
Parish Office & Rectory:  
301-622-1122  
Fax: 301-625-9266  
School: 301-622-3076  
 
sjbssparish.org 
FaceBook.com/sjbcc 
@SJB_Catholic 
 
   
 
 

 

 

 

Next week’s readings - Ordinary Time: 16th Sunday 
Wisdom 12:13, 16-19   Psalm 86   Romans 8:26-27   Matthew 13:24-43 

Sunday, July 12, 2020                                 Ordinary Time:  Fifteenth Sunday 
This week’s readings: Isaiah 55:1-11   Psalm 65   Romans 8:18-23   Matthew 13:1-23 

The seed sowing described in today’s Gospel is not part of our 
urban experience. Our literal seed sowing, if we do any gardening 
at all, is limited to small patches and pots.  But is that the only 
interpretation we can take from this passage? 
 

What about the seeds we sow with our everyday words and actions?  This year’s 
unrest and challenges have caused us to look inward.  We may not be able to 
solve the world’s problems, but what can we do about our immediate 
surroundings, our family, neighborhood, workplace, church?  Do our words and 
actions reflect the message of the Gospel which we claim to believe?  

Excerpts from Pope Francis’ Letter Laudato Si (On Care for Our Creation) 
 
CHAPTER THREE – The Human Roots of the Ecological Crisis 
 
III. The Crisis and Effects of Modern Anthropocentrism 
     
This is a very long section – 22 paragraphs.  Anthropocentrism?  The word is 
defined as the showing or treating of animals, gods, objects as if they are human 
in appearance, character or behavior.  It’s a common tool in literature; think 
about “Alice in Wonderland” or “Winnie the Pooh.”   
 
In this section, Pope Francis is addressing the technological mind that sees nature 
as an insensate order, as a cold body of facts, as a mere “given,” as an object of 
utility, as raw material to be hammered into useful shape.  It views the cosmos 
similarly as a mere “space” into which objects can be thrown with complete 
indifference.  He writes: “When human beings fail to find their true place in this world, 
they misunderstand themselves and end up acting against themselves.” The protection of 
nature was something that only the faint-hearted cared about.   It’s time to 
understand that dominion over the universe should be understood more properly 
in the sense of responsible stewardship. 
 
Continued next week. 
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